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lERHAPS  there  are  few  works  which  afford 
a  larger  fund  of  instruction  and  enter- 
tainment than  those  devoted  to  criminal 
annals ;  and  the  present  reprint  of  an  old 
lection,  embracing  many  extraordinary-  instances 
crime,  some  of  the  actors  in  which  are  not  yet 
gotten — in  support  of  which  may  be  named  the  as- 
mding  career  of  Jonathan  Wild,  the  thief-taker,  and 
^  exploits  of  Jack  Sheppard,  of  Newgate  renown — 
mot  fail  to  prove  interesting  alike  to  the  general 
ider,  to  the  legal  student,  and  to  the  historian. 
To  the  first,  the  numerous  accounts  of  the 
ings  of  highwaymen,  pirates,  and  other  notorious 
minals,  accompanied  with  thrilling  incidents,  and 
«:ribed  with  a  quaintness  of  expression  and 
nuteness  of  detail  which  attest  their  truth,  will 
id  a  plentiful  supply  of  entertainment ;  nor  will 
t  light  which  is  incidentally  thrown  upon  the  social 
i  domestic  habits,  manners,  and  customs  of  the 
ople  prove  without  interest  On  their  value  to  the 
al  student,  it  is  unnecessar\'  to  cnlanj^^ :  it  is  suffi- 
nt  to  point  to  the  ample  and  reliable  means  af- 
ded  for  a  comparison  of  the  state  of  crime  and  the 
minal  law  at  the  period,  and  the  modes  and  degrees 
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of  punishment,  with  that  of  the  present  day.  Many 
curious  details  arc  also  given  throughout  the  work,  ex- 
hibiting the  state  of  prison  discipline,  which  will 
not  altogether  without  value.  To  the  historian, 
lives  are  extremely  \*aluable  by  the  accumuladon 
facts  they  furnish,  from  which  he  may  draw  his  matt- 
rials  with  security,  and  thus  be  enabled  to  give  a 
faithful  picture  of  the  state  of  societj-  of  the  period. 

The  appearance  of  the  book,  too,  at  the  present 
time,  may  not  prove  unacceptable  as  affording  a  useful 
and  reliable  source  of  illustration  spread  over  a  long 
period  in  regard  to  the  question  of  the  results  pro- 
duced by  the  infliction  of  the  punishment  of  death. 
At  the  time  these  memoirs  were  compiled  the  di 
penalt)'  seems  to  have  been  looked  upon  as  the 
efficacious  means  of  punishment ;  indeed,  thi 


THE     LIFE     O  F 


J.-INE  GRIFFIN, 

Who  uvs  Exmttai /or  the  Mnrfier  of  her  M.u'tf, 
januarj"  29.  1719-20. 

lASSION,  when  it  once  jitilnsan  Ascciulaiu 
1  over  our  Miiuls.  is  often  more  fatal  to  us 
I  than  the  most  deliberate  course  of  Vice 
'  could  be  :  on  ever)'  little  Start,  it  throws  us 
"rom  the  Padis  of  Reason,  and  hurries  us  in  one 
Vloment  into  Acts  more  Wicked,  and  more  dan- 
jnerous.  than  we  could  at  any  oilier  time  snfter  to 
alter  our  Imi^nations.  As  Anger  is  justly  said  to 
>e  a  short  Madness,  so  while  the  I-renzy  is  y\\K>v\ 
IS.  Blood  is  shed  as  easily  as  Water,  and  the  Mind  is 
»  filled  with  Furj-.  that  there  is  no  nxim  left  for 
Compassion. 

There  cannot  be  a  stronjjer  Proof  of  what  1  ha\e 
been  obsemng.  than  in  die  unlia|>i>y  l-lnd  of  the  |.KK>r 
Woman,  who  is  the  Subject  of  this  Chapter. 

jTAXE  GRfFFfX,  was  the  Daughter  of 
bone^  and  substantial    Paa-nts.  who  educated    her 
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with  very  great  Tenderness  and  Care,  partit 
with  respect  to  Reli^on,  in  which  she  ^-as  w< 
rationally  Instructed,  As  she  grew  up,  her  1 
grew  agreeable,  and  having  a  lively  Wit,  and  a 
tolerable  share  of  Understanding,  she  lived 
very  good  Reputation,  and  to  a  general  Satist 
in  several  Places,  till  she  married  Mr.  Griffit 
kept  the  Three  Pidgeons  in  Smithficld. 

She  beha\'ed  herself  so  well,  and  was  so  ol 
in  her  House,  that  she  drew  to  it  a  verj- 
Trade ;  in  which  she  managed  so  as  to  leave 
one  well  satisfied  ;  but  yet  allowing  her  Tern 
fly  out  into  sudden  gusts  of  Passion,  that  folly 
suDied  her  Character,  to  those  who  were  Wit 
of  it,  and  at  last  caused  a  shameful  End,  to 
an  honest  and  industrious  Life. 

One  Jz-lizabeth  Osborn,  coming  to  live  with 
a  Servant,  sin-  [jroved  of  such  a  Disposition,  as 
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f  their  Debates,  but  of  that  1  can  affirm  nothinjj  :  it 
>  way  appeared  however,  as  to  the  Accident,  which 
[wnediately  drew  on  her  Death,  and  which  happened 
ter  this  manner. 

One  Evening  having  cut  some  cold  Fowl  for  the 
hfldren's  Supper,  it  happened  the  Key  of  the  Cellar 
as  missing  on  a  sudden ;  they  began  to  look  for  it, 
a  Mrsw  Griffifts  first  Speaking  of  it,  but  it  not  being 
wnd  presendy,  Mrs,  Griffin  went  into  the  Room 
here  the  Maid  was,  and  using  some  harsh  expres- 
ons.  taxed  her  with  having  seen  it,  or  laid  it  out  of 
le  Way.  The  Maid,  instead  of  excusing  herself 
lodesdy.  flew  out  also  into  ill  Language  at  her 
listress ;  and  in  the  midst  of  the  F'ray,  the  Knife 
ith  which  she  had  been  cuttinij,  Ivinijf  unluckilv  bv 
er,  she  snatched  it  up,  and  stnick  it  into  the  Maid's 
osom.  when  her  stays  happening  to  be  open, 
atered  so  deep,  as  to  give  her  a  mortal  Wound. 

Mrs.  Griffin,  after  she  had  struck  her,  went  up 
tairs  not  imagining  that  she  had  killed  her,  but  the 
larm  soon  was  raised  on  her  falling  down  :  and 
[re.  Griffin  carried  before  a  Magistrate,  and  com- 
itted  to  \ncgate.  When  she  was  first  Confined, 
e  seemed  hopeful  of  getting  oft*  at  her  Trial,  yet 
o*  she  did  not  make  any  Confession,  she  was  very 
rrowful  and  concerned.  As  her  Trial  drew  nearer, 
T  apprehensions  grew  stronger ;  till  notwithstanding 
I  she  could  urge  in  her  Defence,  the  Jury  found  her 
iiilt}',  and  the  Sentence  was  pronounced  as  the 
iw  directs. 

Hidierto  she  had  hopes  of  Life,  and  tho'  she  did 
It  totally  relinquish  them  even  upon  her  Conviction, 
t  she  prepared  with  all  due  care  for  her  departure. 
ic  sent  for  the  Minister  of  her  own  Parish,  who 
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Battended  lier  with  great  Charity,  and  she  seemCi 

feeediiigly  Penitent,  and  heartily  .sorr)-  for  her  Crime 
fcraying  with  great  Fervour  and  Emotion.  i 

W  And  as  the  Struggling  of  an  afflicted  Heart  seek] 
fever>'  means  to  vent  its  Sorrow,  in  order  to  gain  Easd 
Mr  at  least  an  alleviation  of  Pain  ;  so  this  unhapM 
Kft'oman.  to  soodi  the  gloomy  Sorrows  that  oppressed 
Hier,  used  to  sit  down  on  the  dirty  Floor,  saying,  n 
KWas  fit  she  should  Humble  herself  in  Dust  and 
pAshes :  and  professing  if  she  had  an  Iiundrefl 
i^earts,  she  would  freely  yield  them  all  to  Bleed,  fl 
ftthey  might  blot  out  the  Stain  of  her  Offence  ;  and  H 
Iniany  such  expressions  did  she  testify  those  inwiid 
bufferings,  which  exceed  far  the  punishment  buin 
BjUaws  inflict,  even  on  the  greatest  Crimes.  fl 

■  When  the  Death  Warrant  came  down,  and  ai 
■ptteriy  dispaired  of  Life,  her  sorrow  and  contritifll 
Hbecame  greater  than  before;  and  here  the  useafl 
Komfort  of  Religion  manifestly  appeared,  for  had  ID 
Bter  Faith  in  Christ  moderated  her  Afflictions,  pB 
H[iaps  Grief  might  have  prevented  the  HxecutioflH 
nut  she  still  comforted  herself  with  thinking  OjW 
Hiiture  State,  and  what  in  so  short  an  interv^fB 
fenust  do  to  deserve  an  happy  Immortality.  fl 

■  The  Time  of  her  Death  drawing  very  near,'fl 
Kesired  a  last  Interview  with  her  HusbandjB 
I3}aughter.  which  was  accompanied  with  ispj^H 
iTendcnicss.  that  no  liody  could  have  l>eheld^^H 
■put  the  greatest  Emotions.  She  exhorted  Jh^^^I 
rband    with    great    earnestness,  to  the    prac^^^^| 

regular  and  Christian  Life;  begged  him  to  ^^^^| 

care  of  his  Temporal  concerns,  and  not  omit^^^^| 

necessary  in  the  Education  of  the  unhappy  ^^^^| 

Lleft  behind  her :  and  when   he   had  prointst^^^H 
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^arf  should  be  had  to  all  her  requests,  she  seemed 
tore  composed,  and  better  satisfied  than  she  had 
een.  Continuing  then  her  Discourse,  she  reminded 
im  of  what  occurred  to  her  material  as  to  his  Affairs, 
Wing,  it  \N-as  the  last  Advice  she  should  give,  and 
?ging  therefore  it  might  be  remembered ;  she 
ttshed  what  she  had  to  say  with  the  most  fer\'ent 
^)'ers  and  Wishes  for  his  Prosperity-. 
Turning  next  to  her  Daughter,  and  pouring  over 
ra  flood  of  Tears ;  my  dearest  Child,  said  she,  let 
-  afflictions  of  thy  ^I other  be  a  Warning  and  an 
ample  unto  thee ;  and  since  I  am  denied  Life  to 
Kate  and  bring  thee  up,  let  this  dreadful  Monu- 
nt  of  my  Death,  suffice  to  warn  you  against  yield- 
in  any  degree  to  your  Passion,  or  suffering  a 
lemence  of  Temper  to  transport  you  so  far  even 
indecent  Words,  which  bring  on  a  Custom  of 
ig  out  in  a  Rage  on  trivial  occasions,  till  they 
llv  in  the  end  determine  in  such  acts  of  Wrath 
Cruelt\*  as  that  for  which  I  die  ;  let  vour  Heart 
I  be  set  to  obev  vour  Maker,  and  vield  a  Sub- 
ion  to  all  his  Laws ;  learn  that  Charity,  Love, 
Meekness,  which  our  blessed  Religion  teaches  ; 
let  your  Mothers  unhappy  Death  excite  you  to 
ber  and  godly  Life,  the  hopes  of  which  are  all 
ve  to  comfort  me  in  this  miserable  State,  this  de- 
able  Condition,  to  which  my  own  Rash  folly  has 
iced  me. 

he  Sorrow  expressed,  both  by  her  Husband. 
by  her  Child,  was  ver\'  great  and  lively,  and 
ce  inferior  to  her  own ;  but  the  Ministers  who 
ided  her,  fearing  their  Lamentations  might  make 
strong  impression  on  her  Spirits  ;  they  took  their 
farewell,  leavinir  her  to  take  Care  of  her  more 
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important  Concern  the  Eternal  welfare  of  her  Soul 

Some  malicious  People  (as  is  too  often  the  custom] 

spread    Stories  of  this  unfortunate  Woman,  as  if  she 

had  been  privy  to  the  Murder  of  one  Mr.  Hatison^ 

who  was  killed   in   the  Far  thing- P ye- House  Fields, 

and  this  attended  with  so  many  odd  Circumstances 

and  Particulars,  which  as  is  usual,  Tales  of  this  kind 

acquire    by    often    being    repeated,    that    the    then 

Ordinary   of  Newgate  thought   it   became   him   tc 

mention  it  to  the  prisoner.    Mrs.  Griffin  appeared  to 

be    much    affected    at    her    Character   being  thus 

stained  by  the   F'ictions  and  idle  Suspicions  of  siD] 

mischievous  Persons.     She  declared  her  Innocence 

in   the  most  solemn  Manner,  averred  she  had  neve 

lived   near  the  Place,  nor  had  heard  so  much  as  thi 

common  Reports  as  to  that  Gentleman's  Death. 

Yet  as  if  Folks  were  desirous  to  heap  Sorrow  01 
Sorrow,  and  to  embitter  even  thne  heavy  Sentence  tt 
this  poor  Woman,  they  now  gave  out  a  new  Fabh 
to  calumniate  her,  in  respect  to  her  Chastity,  aver 
ing  on  Report,  of  which  the  first  Author  is  never  01 
be  found,  that  she  had  lived  with  Mr.  Griffin\ 
criminal  Intimacy  before  their  Marriage 
Ordinary  also  (tho*  with  great  Reluctance)  toM 
this  Story  ;  the  unhappy  Woman  answered,  it 
false,  and  confirmed  what  she  said  by  undenu 
Evidence,  adding  she  freely  forgave  the  Forgers'^ 
so  base  an  insinuation. 

When  the  fatal   Day  came  on  which  she 
Die,  Mrs.  Griffin  endeavoured,  as  far  as  she  was 
to  compose  herself,  easily  to  submit  to  what  was 
now  to  be  avoided.     She  had  all  along  manifest 
true  sense  of  Religion,  and  that  nothing  could 
port  her  under  the  calamities  she  went  through, 
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ipcs  of  earthly  SutTerinjjs  atoning  for  her 
atilts.  and  becoming  tliereby  a  means  of  eternal 
>al\'at!on.  Yet  tho'  these  thoughts  reconciled  this 
Ignominious  Death  to  her  Reason,  her  Apiirehea^ 
4ons  were,  notwithstanding,  strong  and  terrible  whei^ 
t  came  so  near. 

At  the    I'lace  of  Execution,  she  was  in   terriblj 
Agonies,  conjuring  the  Minister  who    attended  ha 
ukI  the  Ordinary  ol Newgale,  to  tell  her  whether  ther6+J 
vas  any  hopes  of  her  Salvation,  which  she  repeated 
with  great  earnestness,  and  seeming  to  part  with  them 
leJuctantly ;    the    Ordinary  intreated  her  to  submit 
cheerfully  to  this,  her  last  Stage  of  Sorrow,  and  iq" 
Certain  Assurance  of  meeting  again  (if  it  so  pic; 
God)  til  a  better  State. 

ITic  following  Paper  having  been  left  in  the  Handl 
of  a  Friend,  and  being  designed  for  the  FeopW 
1  thought  proper  to  Publish  it. 

1  Duhtrc  iJien,  that  toith  respect  to  the  Deed  for  whk 

■'  did  it  7>.'ilhout  any  Afalire  ar  ^ht^ 

for  the  unlucky  htstrument  of  my  Poi 

■•/  Hand,  when  first  Words  arose  on  t^ 

Key,  I  snatch' d  it  up  suddenly,  aiuiexccuU 

Act,  -ujhifh  /uUh  drought  both  Her  and  j" ' 

without  thinking. 

htruvi-er.  that  my  most  sincere  and  hearty 

tee  of  this  Jiloody  Aet  of  Cruelty  ;  the  Sii/fer- 

'ch  f  have  endured  siiue,  tlte  ignominious  Death 

to  Die;  and  above  all  the  Merits  of  my 

ko  shed  his  blood  for  mc  on  the  Cross,  wlU 

ty  deep  and  heaiy  Offence,  and  procure 
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But  as  /  am  sensitU  thai  tktre  is  hc  just  hope  ^. 
forgivauss  /ram  the  Almtgktjr.  ^^iJtaut  a  perftA 
forgh-eness  of  those  who  have  any  way  injured  m$i 
so  /  do  f reefy  and  from  the  bottom  of  my  Soul.forgim 
ail  -j-'ho  have  ever  done  meatty  7eroK£,  and particulaHf 
those,  who  since  my  som^aful  Imprisonment  ktx 
irueUy  aspersed  me  ;  earnestly  entratting  all,  who  in 
my  Lifetime  I  may  haie  offended,  that  they  would alsf 
in  Pity  to  my  deplorable  State,  remit  those  Offenees  t§ 
me  -u/iih  a  like  Freedom. 

And  now  as  the  Law  hath  adjadg^.  and  I  fred) 
offer  my  Body  to  Suffer  for  what  I  l/azv  tommiittd: 
I  hope  no  Body  will  be  so  unjust,  and  so  uneharilaMt 
to  rejleet  on  those  I  leave  behind  me  on  my  Aceount; 
and  for  this  I  most  humbly  make  my  last  Dying  f^ 
guest,  as  also  that  ye  would  pray  for  my  departing  SaaL 

She  died  with  all  exterior  Marks  of  true  Penitence, 
about   fortj'  \'ears  of  Age,   the    29th  of  January, 
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ad  robbed  alone,  and  in  Company  for  a  considerable 
»pace,  till  his  Character  had  grown  so  notorious,  that 
ome  short  Time  before  his  being  taken  up  for  his 
ist  Offence,  he  had  bv  dint  of  Monev  and  Interest 
►rocured  a  Pardon.  However  venturing  on  this  Fact 
rhich  brought  him  to  Death,  the  Person  Injured  soon 
eLzed  him,  and  being  inexorable  in  his  Prosecution, 
Trippuck  was  Cast  and  received  Sentence.  However 
ia\nng  still  some  Money,  he  did  not  lose  all  hof)e  of 
I  Reprieve,  but  kept  up  his  Spirits,  by  flattering 
limself  with  his  Life  being  preser\-ed,  till  within  a 
rer\-  few  Days  of  Execution.  If  the  Ordinarj-  spoke 
:o  him  of  the  Affairs  of  his  Soul  Trippuck  immedi- 
itely  cut  him  short  with,  U  ye  delic:*€  I  can  obtain  a 
Pardon  f  I  dont  know  that  indeed,  says  the  Doctor. 
But  you  know  one  Counsellor  sue/i  a  one,  says  Trip- 
("Mck^  prithee  make  use  o/your  Interest  with  him,  and 
ue  whether  you  can  get  him  to  sei^e  me;  fll  not  be 
MngratefuL  Doctor,  The  Ordinary  was  almost  at  his 
Wits  End  with  this  sort  of  cross  Purposes  :  however, 
he  went  on  to  exhort  him  to  think  of  the  irreat  Work 
he  had  to  do,  and  entreated  him  to  consider  the 
\ature  of  that  Repentance,  which  must  atone  for  all 
lis  numerous  Offences.  Trippuck  upon  this  opened 
lis  Breast,  and  shewing  him  a  great  Number  of  Scars, 
imonorst  which  were  two  ver\*  lanre  ones,  out  of 
rhich  he  said  two  Musquet  Bullets  had  been  ex- 
racted  ;  and  will  not  these  good  Doctor  (quoth  he.) 
Lnd  the  \'ast  Pains  1  have  endured  in  dieir  Cure,  in 
ome  sort  lessen  the  Heniousness  of  the  Facts  I  may 
lave  committed  ^  No  (said  the  Ordinar\  I  what  Evils 
lave  fallen  upon  you  in  such  expeditions,  you  have 
kawn  upon  yourself,  and  are  not  to  imagine  that 
bese  wiU  in  anv  De^rree  make  amends  for  the  Mul- 
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^tude  of  your  Offences,  You  had  much  better 
our  Conscience,  by  a  full  and  ingenuous  Confessioi 
f  your  Crimes,  and  prepare  in  earnest  for  anothe 
World,  since  1  dare  assure  you.  you  need  eniertaii 
no  hopes  of  staying  in  this.  Trippuck  as  soon  as  hi 
found  the  Ordinary  was  in  tlie  right,  and  that  al 
expectiition  of  a  Reprieve  or  Pardon  were  totally  ij 
vain,  began  as  most  of  those  sort  of  People  do,  I) 
lose  most  of  that  stubbornness,  they  mistake  fc; 
Courage.  He  now  felt  alt  the  Terrors  of  an  awakeni;^ 
Conscience,  and  therefore  persisted  no  longer  i| 
Denying  the  Crime  for  which  he  died;  tho"  at  firsi 
he  declared  it  altogether  a  F'alsehood.  and  CorisfaM 
his  Companion,  had  denied  It  even  to  Death.  As  \ 
customary  when  Persons  are  under  their  Misfortune 
it  had  been  reported,  that  this  /"ryi/i/c/- was  the  Ma 
who  kill'd  Mr.  I/ali  towards  the  end  of  the  SumiW 
before  on  Black-Hi-atk  ;  but  when  this  Story  reachs 
the  Golden  Tinman  s  Ear.  he  declared  it  was  an  utH 
Falsity,  repeating  this  Assertion  to  die  Oniitmry 
few  Moinents  before  his  being  turned  off;  pointill 
to  the  Rope  about  him.  said,  as  you  see  this  Ittsie 
ntenl  of  Death  about  t>u\  what  I  say  is  the  real  Tnk 
*rle  died  at  last  with  all  outward  signs  of  Penii 

RICHARD  C.'fA'"^  was  a  young  Man,  of  a) 
Twenty-two  Years  of  Age  at  llie  lime  he  sufift 
Having  a  tolerable  Genius  when  a  Youth,  his  Kriq 

fut  him  Apprentice  twice,  but  to  no  Pur]JOse,  | 
aving  got  rambling  Nodons  In  his  Head,  he  wi 
needs  go  to  Sea ;  there  too  but  for  his  own  unlu 
Temper  he  might  have  done  well,  for  the  Shin 
which  he  Sailed,  was  so  fortunate  as  to  take_f^ 
ttiglu  Hours'  sharp  Lin'^'agement,  a  Spanish 
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"  an  immense  Value,  but  the  Share  he  got  here  did 
im  little  Service  :  Ruhard  as  soon  as  he  came  home 
lade  a  quick  Hand  of  it,  and  when  the  usual  Train 
f  sensual  Delights,  which  pass  for  Pleasures  in  low 
-ife,  had  exhausted  him  to  the  last  Farthing,  Neces- 
ir\\  and  the  desire  of  still  indulging  his  Vices,  made 
lim  fall  into  the  worst  and  most  unlawful  Methods 
o  obtain  the  Means  which  might  procure  them. 

Sometime  after  this,  the  unhappy  Man  of  whom 
ve  are  sp)eaking,  fell  in  Love  (as  the  Vulgar  call  it) 
K-ith  a  honest  virtuous  young  Woman,  who  lived  with 
ler  Mother,  a  poor  well-meaning  Creature,  utterly 
ignorant  of  Canes  Behaviour,  or  that  he  had  ever 
committed  any  Crimes  punishable  by  Law.      The 
Girl,  as  such  silly  people  are  wont,  yielded  quickly  to 
a  Marriage,  which  was  to  be  consummated  privately, 
because  Canes  Relations  were  not  to  be  disobliged, 
who  it  seems  did  not  think  him  totally  ruined  while 
he   escaped  Matrimony.     But   the  unhappy  Youth 
not  having  Money  enough  to  procure  a  License,  and 
being  ashamed  to  put  the  Expense  on   the  Woman 
and  her  Mother;  in  a  Fit  of  amorous  Distraction, 
went  out  from  them  one  Evening,  and   meeting  a 
Man  somewhat  fuddled  in  the  Street,  he  threw  him 
down,  and  took  away  his  Hat  and  Coat     The  Fellow 
was  not  so  Drunk,  but  that  he  cried  out :  the  People 
coming  to  his  Assistance,  Cane  was  immediately  ap- 
prehended ;  and  so  this  Fact,  instead  of  raising  him 
Money  enough  to  be  Married,  brought  him  to  Death 
in  this  Ignominious  Way.     While  he  lay  in  Xeic^^^atc^ 
the  miserable  young  Creature  who  was  to  have  been 
his  Wife,  came  constantlv  after  him  to  crv  with  him, 
and  deplore  their  mutual   Misfortunes,   which   were 
increased   bv   the    Girl's  Mother  fallinir    Sick,   and 
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being  confined  to  her  Bed  through  Grief  for  her 
designed  Son-in-law*s  sad  Fate.  When  the  Day  of 
his  suffering  drew  on,  this  unhappy  Man  composed 
himself  to  submit  to  it  with  great  Serenity.  He  pro- 
fessed abundance  of  Contrition  for  the  Wickedness 
of  his  former  Life,  and  lamented  with  much  Tender- 
ness those  Evils  he  had  brought  upon  the  Girl  and 
her  Mother ;  the  Softness  of  his  Temper,  and  the 
steady  Affection  he  had  for  the  Maid,  contributed  to 
make  his  Exit  much  pitied  ;  which  happened  at 
Tyburn  in  the  Twenty  Second  Year  of  his  Age. 
He  left  this  Paper  behind  him,  which  he  spoke  at 
the  Tree. 

Good  People, 

The  Law  having  justly  condemned  vie  for  my 
Offefue  to  suffer  in  this  shameful  Manner  ;  I  thought  \ 
it  might  be  expected  that  I  should  say  something  hen 
of  the  Crime  for  which  I  die,  the  Commission  of  which 
I  do  readily  acknowledge,  though  it  was  attended  with : 
that  Circumstance  of  knocki7ig  down,  which  was  sworK 
agaifist  me  ;  I  own  I  liave  been  guilty  of  much  wicked'^ 
ness,  add  am  exceedingly  troubled  at  the  Reflection 
may  bring  tipon  my  Relations,  who  are  all  honest  at 
reputable  People.  As  I  die  for  the  Offences  I 
done,  and  die  in  Charity  forgiving  all  the  World,  so 
hope  none  will  be  so  cruel  as  to  pursue  my  Me 
with  Disgrace,  or  insult  aft  unhappy  young  Wo\ 
on  my  Accoiuit,  whose  Character  I  must  vindic 
ivith  my  last  Breath,  as  all  the  Justice  I  am  able  to 
her,  I  die  in  Communion  of  the  Church  of  En^la: 
and  humbly  Request  your  Prayers  for  my  departs 
Soul. 


Richard  SnEniKRi),  a  Housc-dreakcp-,       i 
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RICMA  RD  SHEPHERD  was  Born  of  ver>- 
►nest  and  reputable  Parents  in  the  City  of  Oxford, 
l\o  were  careful  in  giving  him  a  suitable  Education, 
hich  he  through  the  Wickedness  of  his  future  Life 
Lterly  forgot,  insomuch,  that  he  knew  scarce  the 
rccd  and  Lonfs  Prayer,  at  the  time  he  had  most 
eed  of  them.  When  he  grew  a  tolerable  big  Lad, 
is  Friends  put  him  out  Apprentice  to  a  Butcher, 
rhere  having  served  a  great  Part  of  his  Time,  he 
ell  in  Love  (as  they  call  it)  with  a  young  Country' 
^ass  hard  by,  and  Dick's  Passion  growing  outrageous, 
le  attacked  the  Poor  Maid  with  all  the  amorous 
Strains  of  Gallantr)'^  he  was  able ;  the  Hearts  of 
^oung  uneducated  Wenches,  like  unfortified  Towns, 
make  little  Resistance  when  once  besieged,  and  there- 
fore Shepherd  had  no  great  difficulty  in  making  a 
Conquest.  However  the  Girl  insisted  on  honourable 
Terms,  and  unfortunately  for  the  poor  Fellow  they 
were  Married  before  his  Time  was  out;  an  error  in 
Conduct,  which  in  loiif  Life  is  seldom  retrirced. 

It  happened  so  here.    Shepherd's  Master  was   not 
long  before  he  discovered  diis  Wedding  ;   he  there- 
upon gave  the  poor  Fellow  so  much  trouble,  that  he 
was  at  last  forced  to  give  him  forty  shillings  down, 
and   a  Bond   of  tvventj^-eight  Pounds   more,    which 
having  totally  Ruined  him,  Dick  fell  unhappily  into 
the  way  of  dishonest  Company,  who  soon  drew  him 
into  their  Ways  of  gaining  Money,  and  supplying  his 
Necessities  at  the  hazard  both  of  his  Conscience,  and 
his  Xeck  ;  in  which   though  he  became  an   expert 
Proficient,  yet  could  he  never  acquire  any  thing  con- 
siderable thereby,  but  was  continually  embroiled  and 
in   Debt ;   his  Wife  bringing  every  Year  a   Child, 
contributing   not  a   little    thereto.     However,   Dick 
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rubbed    on    mostly   by  Thieving,  and   as   litde  hj 
Working  as  it  was  possible  to  avoid. 

When  be  first  began  his  Robberies,  he  went 
House-breaking',  and  actually  committed  sevo^ 
Facts  in  the  City  of  Oxford  iXs^i  \  but  those  tfaii^ 
not  being  so  easily  to  be  concealed  there  as  in  London^ 
report  quickly  began  to  grow  very  loud  about  him 
and  Dick  was  forced  to  make  shift  with  Pilferir^  ii 
other  Places,  in  which  he  was  (to  use  the  manner  a 
speaking  of  those  People)  so  unlucky,  that  the  sec<MKl 
or  third  Fact  he  Committed  in  Hertfordshire,  he  was 
detected,  seized,  and  at  the  next  Assizes  Capitally 
convicted  ;  yet  his  Friends  out  of  Compassion  to  his 
Youth,  and  in  hopes  he  might  be  sufficiently  checked 
by  so  narrow  an  Escape  from  the  Gallows,  procured 
him  first  a  Reprieve,  and  then  a  Pardon. 

But  this  proximity  to  Death  made  little  impresstoa 
on  his  Heart,  which  is  too  often  the  fault  in  Persons, 
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he  would  have  suffered  any  diing  to  have  deterred 
him :  but  alas !  what  are  Advices,  what  Terrors,  what 
even  the  Sigh  of  Death  itself,  to  Souls  hardened  in 
Sin  and  Consciences  so  seared  as  his.  He  had  when 
taken  up.  and  carried  before  Col.  El/is,  been  commit- 
ted to  STezcprison  for  a  capital  Offence  ;  he  had  not 
reznained  there  long,  before  he  wrote  the  Col.  a 
Letter,  in  which  (provided  he  were  admitted  an 
Endence)  he  offered  to  make  large  Discoveries  ;  his 
offers  were  accepted,  and  several  convicted  Capitally 
at  the  Old'Bailv  bv  him,  were  Executed  at  Tyburn  ; 
vhither  for  his  Trade  of  House-breaking,  Shepherd 
quickly  followed  them. 

Shepherd  had  picked  up  while  in  Neicgate,  a 
thoughtless  Resolution  as  to  Dying,  not  uncommon 
to  those  Malefactors,  who  having  been  often  Con- 
demned, gprow  at  last  hardened  to  the  Gallows. 
l\Tien  he  was  exhorted  to  think  seriouslv  of  makinof 
tiis  Peace  with  God ;  he  replied  'twas  done,  and  he 
Bras  sure  of  going  to  Heaven. 

With  these  were  Executed  Thomas  Char  nock,  a 
young  Man  well  and  Religiously  Educated.  He 
had  by  his  Friends  been  placed  in  the  House  of  a 
^•erv  eminent  Trader,  and  beinof  seduced  bv  ill 
Company,  yielded  to  the  Desire  of  making  a  Show 
in  the  World  ;  and  in  order  to  it.  Robbed  his 
l^Iasters  Counting- House,  which  Fact  made  him 
indeed  Conspicuous,  but  in  a  verj*  different  manner 
^firom  what  he  had  flattered  himself  with.  They  died 
tolerably  Submissive  and  Penitent ;  this  last  Male- 
turtor  especially,  having  rational  Ideas  of  Religion. 
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7'/u'  I./f-'/i  of  William  Bakt'.'N,  a  High-wayman,  | 

|H  1  S  William  Barton  was  bc»rn  in  TkatKS-\ 
ilred.  London,  and  seemed  to  have  inbcn-j 
\i;(\  a  sr^rt  of  hereditan^  WJldness  and  Incoft^ 
'  stancy  ;  his  Father  ha\4ng  been  alwa\'sofai 
pstl's-i  '\*-m\>itr.  and  addicted  to  even'  species  di 
\\'i(-k(-(]n<"is.  f:\fJ:\)X  such  as  are  punished  by  tempofsl; 
I,aws,  Whiif;  this  his  Son  William  was  a  Child,  bej 
lift  him  without  any  Provision,  to  the  care  of  lufi 
MmiImt  :  and  accompanied  by  a  Concubine,  whomhe 
h;i'l  \*>tv^  conversed  with.  .Shipped  himself  for  tbe 
IsLirxl  (»f  famnita.  carr^in;^  with  him  a ^ood  quanttCf 
Ot' liortd^  jiroj^-r  for  th:i!  ^'^'  ''   j  to  Kv 

lb*-'r'-"  as  plia-ianlly  astlv 
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adsiied  with  that  easy  Condition  into  which  Fortune 
lad  thrown  him,  begun  to  dream  of  nothing  but 
Travels  and  Adventures  ;  in  short,  in  spite  of  all  the 
x)or  old  Man  his  Grand-Father  could  say  to  prevent 
it  to  Sea  he  went,  and  to  yapptaica,  in  quest  of  his 
Father,  who  he  fancied  must  have  grown  extrava- 
gantly Rich  by  this  Time,  the  common  sentiments 
of  Fools,  who  think  none  Poor  who  have  the  good 
luck  to  dwell  in  the  West-Indies. 

On  Bartons  arrival  at  yamaica,  he  found  all  things 
in  a  ver)"  different  condition  from  what  he  had 
flattered  himself  with.  His  Father  was  Dead;  the 
Woman  who  went  over  with  him  settled  in  a  good 
Plantadon,  'tis  true ;  but  so  settled  that  Will  was 
unable  to  remove  her,  so  he  then  betook  himself  to 
Sea  again,  and  rubbed  on  the  best  way  he  was  able. 
But  as  if  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  had  pursued  him, 
or  rather  as  if  Providence  by  Punishments  designed 
to  make  him  lay  aside  his  Vices,  Barton  had  no 
sooner  scraped  a  little  money  together,  but  the 
Vessel  in  which  he  sailed  was,  under  the  usual  pre- 
tence of  contraband  Goods,  Seized  by  the  Spaniards, 
who  not  long  after  they  were  taken,  sent  the  Men 
they  made  Prisoners  into  old  Spain.  The  natural 
moroseness  of  those  People's  Temper  makes  them 
harsh  Masters ;  poor  Barton  found  it  so,  and  with 
the  rest  of  his  unfortunate  Companions,  suffered  all 
the  inconveniences  of  hard  Usage,  and  low  Diet, 
though  as  they  drew  nearer  the  Coast  of  Spain,  that 
severit)^  was  a  little  softened. 

WTien  they  were  safely  Landed,  diey  were  hurried 
to  a  Prison,  where  it  was  difficult  to  determine  which 
was  the  worst — their  Treatment  or  their  Food. 
Barton  was  above  all  the  rest  uneasy,  and  his  Head 
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ever  turned  towards  contriving^  an  Escape,  whid^ 
when  he  and  some  other  intriguii^  Heads  bad  medi- 
tatwl  long  in  Vain,  an  accident  put  it  in  their  Power 
Mi  do  that  with  ease,  which  aJI  their  prudence  codil 
not  render  probable  in  the  Attempt :  a  thing  commM 
with  Men  under  Misfortune,  who  have  reason  there- 
fore never  to  part  with  Hope. 

The  Keeper  finding  the  old  Wall  in  the  outer 
Court  of  the  Prison  weak,  and  ready  to  fall  dowa 
caused  the  English  Prisoners,  amongst  others,  to  be 
w;nt  to  repair  it.  The  work  was  exceedingly  labo- 
rious, but  Barton  and  one  of  his  Companions  soon 
thought  of  a  way  to  ease  it ;  they  had  no  sooner 
broke  up  a  small  part  of  the  Foundation,  which  was 
to  !>(■  new  laid,  but  stealing  the  Spanish  Soldiers" 
Pouches,  they  crowded  the  Powder  into  a  small  Bag, 
placing  it  underneath  as  far  as  they  could  reach ;  to 
which  giving  fire,  it  threw  up  two  Yards  of  the  Wall 
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EmnfT  so  grating  to  these  restless  People,  who  lori]^ 
|br  nothing  but  Debauchery,  and  stru^led  for  Libei 
[>oIy,  as  a  prei>aralive  to  the  indulging  of  their  Vices. 
Uial  they  be;[jan  to  contrive  how  they  should  free  them 
selves  from  hence.     Barton  and  his  fellow  Engineer, 
jWere  not  long  before  they  fell  on  a  Method  to  eftect 
Jt,  by  wrenching  open  the  outer  Doors  in  the  Night^,| 
bnd  getting  to  an  EngUsk  V'essel  that  lay  there  ready, 
So  s:^  in  the  Harbour.  : 

I  They  had  not  been  abroad  long,  e'er  they  found, 
hbat  the  charitable  Fryers  had  agreed  with  the  Cai 
Rain  for  their  Passage,  and  so  all  they  gained  b; 
ppcaking  out,  was  the  danger  of  being  reclaimed, 
pt  least  going  Naked,  and  without  any  Assistance,! 
jvbich  to  be  sure  they  would  have  met  with  from  theif 
Plasiers.  if  they  could  but  have  had  a  little  Patience. 
■But  the  Passion  of  returning  Home,  or  rather  a  vehe- 
ncnt  Lust  after  the  bas(?sE  Pleasures,  hurried  them  to 
|whate\'cr  api>eared  conducive  to  that  End,  how 
nol  in  its  Consequence  it  might  be. 
I  When  they  were  got  safe  into  their  native  Country 
bnin.  each  took  such  a  course  for  a  Livelihood  as  he 
Ked  best  Whether  Barton  then  fell  into  Thievery, 
pr  whether  he  learnt  not  that  Mystery  before  he  had 
kmd  an  Apprenticeship  thereto  in  the  Army,  I  can- 
p«  *av  :  but  in  some  short  space  after  his  being  at 
j.iin  that  he  listed  himself  a  Soldier,  and 
i!  Campaigns  in  Flanders,  during  the  li 
,  being  a  very  gallant  fellow,  gained 
y  Jtlicers. 


igei^l 
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^bis  doing  well  thei 


id  at  least  some! 


ciple  of  Honour  in  the  Service;  which  would  havft 
sited  his  <loing  such  base  things  as  those  foi 
1  be  afterwards  died  ;  but  unhappily  for  him.  i* 
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War  ended  just  as  he  was  on  the  point  of  be< 
Paymaster  Serjeant,  and  his  Regiment  bein 
banded,  poor  Will  became  Broke  in  everj'  accej 
of  the  Word.  He  retained  always  a  strong  ti 
of  his  military  Education,  and  was  peculiarly  f 
telling  such  Adventures  as  he  gained  the  knoi 
of  while  in  the  Army. 

Amongst  other  Stories  that  he  told,  there  w 
or  two  which  may  appear  perhaps  not  unenten 
to  my  Readers.  When  Brussels  came,  towaj 
latter  end  of  the  War,  to  be  pretty  well  settled 
the  Imperialists,  abundance  of  Persons  of  Dist 
came  to  reside  there,  and  in  its  Neighbourhooc 
the  advantage  natural  to  so  tine  a  Situation ;  ar 
these,  was  the  Baron  De  CasUja,  a  Noblema 
Spanislt  Family,  who  except  his  being  addict 
cessively  to  Gaming,  was  every  way  a  fine  Gent] 
He  had  Married  a  Lady  of  one  of  ^e  best  Fa, 
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thousand  Crowns,  which  on  his  Death  he 
leathcd  him.  Upon  this  accession  of  Fortune,  the 
m  Caste/a,  as  is  but  too  fre<]uent,  fell  to  his  old 
habit,  and  became  as  fond  of  Gaming  as  ever;  the  poor 
Lady  saw  Uiis  witii  the  utmost  concern,  and  dreaded 
the  confounding  this  Legacy,  as  all  the  Bafons  former 
Fortune  Iiad  been  consumed  by  his  being  the  Dupe 
of  Gamesters.  She  therefore,  in  deep  affliction  at  the 
coriiiidcralion  of  what  might  in  future  times  become 
the  Chevaliers  Fortune,  entreatetl  the  Baron  to  lay 
out  part  of  the  Sum  in  somewhat  which  might  be  a 
provision  for  his  Son.  The  Baron  promised  both 
readily  and  faithfully,  that  he  would  out  of  the  first 
Remittance.  A  few  Weeks  after  lie  received  forty 
thousand  Crowns,  and  the  Baroness  and  he  set  out  for 
Smsse/s.  under  pretence  of  enquiring  for  something 
proper  for  his  purpose,  carr}ing  with  him  twenty 
Aousand  Crowns  for  the  Purchase:  but  he  forgot  the 
ErramI  upon  the  Koad,  and  no  sooner  arrived  at 
Brussels,  but  going  to  a  famous  A/an/uis's  Kntertain- 
■)«)(,  lost  in  a  very  few  Hours  the  last  Penny  of  his 
Uone^'.  Returning  home  after  this  Misfortune,  he 
a  little  out  of  Humour  for  a  Week ;  but  at  the 
that  space,  making  up  the  other  twenty  thou- 
c  intended  privately  to  set  out  next  Day. 
poor  Lady  at  her  Wits  end,  for  fear  this  large 
iW  go  tile  same  way  as  the  other,  bethought 
iast  of  a  Method  of  securing  both  the  Cash 
ion's  Place.  She  communicated  her  design 
Major  DotHo,  who  readily  came  into  it,  and 
taken  three  of  tlie  Servants  and  the  Baromsss 
ito  the  Secret,  he  sent  for  Bar/on  and  another 
quartered  near  them,  and  easily  prevailed 
a  very  small  Sum,  to  become  accomplices 
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in  the  undertaking.  In  a  Word,  the  Lady  havii^ 
provided  disguises  for  them,  and  a  Man's  Suit  for  her- 
self, caused  the  Touchholes  of  the  Arms  (which  die 
Baron  and  two  Servants  carried  with  him)  to  be 
nailed  up,  and  then  towards  Evening  sallying  at  the 
Head  of  her  little  Troop  from  a  Wood,  as  he  passed 
on  the  Road,  and  the  Baron  being  rendered  incap- 
able of  Resistance,  was  Robbed  of  the  whole  twenty 
thousand  Crowns.  With  this  she  settled  her  Son, 
and  the  Barojt  was  so  far  touched  at  the  loss  of  such 
a  Provision  for  his  Family,  that  he  made  a  real  and 
thorough  Reformation,  quitted  all  his  Haunts,  which 
on  his  Brother's  decease  he  had  re-assumed,  and 
Barton  from  this  exploit  fell  in  love  with  robbing 
ever  after. 

Another  Adventure  he  related  was  this,  being  taken 
Prisoner  by  the  Frenelt,  and  carried  to  one  of  their 
frontier  Garrisons,  a  Charlel  shortly  being  expect«l 
to  be  settled.  Barton,  to  relieve  the  miseries  he  en- 
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met  from  his  Friend,  he  puttinjr  himseU",  BartoPi,  and 
another  Person  into  proper  Habits,  attacketl  suddenly 
almost  ever)-  Night  with  a  Crowd  of  the  Populace  at 
his  Heels,  these  Houses,  and  raised  swinjjinjj  Con- 
tributions on  those  who  beinjj  less  wicked  than  him- 
self, never  had  any  suspicion  of  his  Actions,  but  took 
him  and  his  Comrades  for  the  proper  Otticer  and  his 
Attendants. 

BarioKS  greatest  unhappiness  was  his  Marriage. 
He  ^"as  too  uxorious,  and  too  solicitous,  for  what 
concerned  his  Wife,  how  well  soever  she  deser\*ed  of 
him:  for  he  not  enduring  to  see  her  work  honestly  for 
her  Bread,  would  neeils  support  her  in  an  easy  state 
of  Life^  tho'  at  the  hazard  of  the  Gallows.  There  is, 
however,  a  little  question  to  be  made,  but  that  he  had 
leamevl  much  in  his  Travels  to  enable  him  to  carry  on 
his  wicked  Designs  with  more  ease  and  dexterity  ; 
tor  no  Thief,  perhaps,  in  any  Age.  manager!  his  under- 
takings with  greater  Prudence  and  Economy  :  and 
having  somewhere  pickeii  up  the  Stor\-  of  the  Pirate 
and  Alexaniier  the  Great,  it  became  one  of  ll'//fs 
standing  Maxims,  that  the  only  difference  between  a 
Robber  and  a  Conqueror,  was  the  value  of  the  Prize. 

BarioH  being  one  Day  on  the  Road  with  a  Com- 
rade of  his.  who  had  ser\ed  also  with  him  abroa^l 
in  the  Army,  and  obser\"ing  a  Stage  Coach  at  a  Dis- 
tance, in  right  of  the  Seniority  of  his  Commission,  as 
a  Knieht  of  the  Pad,  commanded  the  other  to  ride 
forward,  in  order  to  reconPioitrc  it :  the  yoimg  I- ellow 
obeved  him  as  submissivelv  as  if  he  had  been  an  .  //</ 
de  Camp:  and  returning,  brought  him  word  that  the 
force  of  the  Enemv  consisted  of  four  Beaus  laden  with 
Blunderbusses,  two  Ladies,  and  a  FcH^tinan.  Thon. 
"^v^ll^ii/.  we   ma V  e*en  venture   to  attack  tium:  in 
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Order  to  which  let  us  make  our  necessary'  Dispositii 
I  will  ride  slowly  up  to  diem,  while  you  gallop  fou 
that  M  ill,  and  as  soon  as  you  can  come  behind  I 
Coach,  be  sure  fire  a  Pistol  over  it,  and  leave  I 
rest  to  me.     Things  thus  adjusted,  each  advanced' 
his  .Attack.  Barton  no  sooner  stopped  the  Coach 
presented  his  Pistol  at  one  Window,  but  his  ~ 
nion  after  firing  a  brace  of  Balls  over  the  Coachman's 
Head,  did  the  like  at  the  other,  which  so  much 
prized  the  fine  Gentlemen  within,  that  they  surrcii' 
dered  without  the  least  resistance,  all  they  had  j&xkX 
them,  amounting  to  about  One    Hundred    Pounds^ 
which  Barton  having  put  up;  Conu,  GentUmin, says 
he,  let  us  make  bold  ttjith  your  Fire  Arms  too./oryat 
see  ive  make  mare  use  of  them  than  you.     So 
a  brace  of  Pistols  inlaid  with  Silver,  and  two  fine  brass 
Blunderbusses,  Will,  and  his  Subaltern  rode  off. 
But  alas.  WilCs  luck  would  not  last  (as  his  Rogue- 
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im  of  whom  we  are  speaking  must  have  run  through, 
•Quid  have  been  pleasing  to  him,  and  that  it  might 
ave  become  a  means  of  reclaiming  him  from  those 
^ices  so  heinous  in  the  Sight  of  God,  and  for  which 
le  had  hardly  escaped  the  greatest  punishment  that 
an  be  inflicted  by  Man.  At  first,  indeed,  it  made 
ome  Impressions  not  very  different  from  these, 
%rton  owning  himself,  that  his  Master  s  treatment 
ras  such,  that  if  a  Man  had  not  absolutely  bent  his 
ilind  on  such  Courses  as  necessarily  must  make  him 
nhappy,  he  might  have  enjoyed  aJl  he  could  have 
oped  for  there.  Of  which  he  became  so  sensible, 
lat  for  some  time  he  remained  fully  satisfied  with  his 
ondition. 

But  alas  I  Content,  when  its  Basis  rests  not  upon 
irtue,  like  a  House  founded  on  a  Sandy  soil,  is  in- 
ipable  of  continuing  long.  No  sooner  had  Barton 
isure  and  opportunity  to  recollect  Home,  his  Friends, 
id  above  all  his  Wife,  but  it  soon  shocked  his 
epose ;  and  having  a  while  disturbed  and  troubled 
m,  it  pushed  him  at  last  on  the  unhappy  Resolution 

returning  to  Englatid  before  the  expiration  of  his 
ime  for  which  he  was  banished.  This  project  rolled 
r  a  ver)^  considerable  space  in  the  fellow's  Head  ; 
>metimes  the  desire  of  seeing  his  Companions, 
id  above  all  things  his  Wife,  made  him  eager  to 
Kiertake  it ;  at  others,  the  fear  of  running  upon  in- 
ritable  Death  in  case  of  a  Discover}^  and  the  con- 
deration  of  the  Felicity  he  now  had  in  his  Power, 
ade  him  timerous,  at  least,  if  not  unwilling  to 
^um. 

At  last,  as  is  ordinary  amongst  these  unhappy 
H^le,  the  worst  opinion  prevailed,  and  finding  a 
[ediod  to  free  himself  from  his  Master,  and  to  <»ct 
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aboard  a  Ship,  he  came  hack  to  his  deariy  belo 
London,  and  lo  those  Measures  which  had  aJre 
occasioned  so  great  a  Misfortune,  and  at  last  broi 
him  to  an  ignominious  Death.  On  his  Return. 
first  care  was  to  seek  out  his  Wife,  for  whom  he 
a  warm  and  never  ceasing  Affection ;  and  ha* 
found  her,  went  to  live  with  her.  taking  his  oJd 
ihods  of  supporting  them,  though  he  constantlyde 
that  she  was  either  a  partner  in  the  Commissior 
even  so  much  as  in  the  knowledge  of  his  Guilt 
this  quickly  brought  him  to  NciA.-gaU  again,  an 
that  fataJ  End.  to  which  he  like  some  other  fiagii 
Creatures  of  this  Stamp  seem  impatient  to  arrivi 
since  no  Warning,  no  Admonition,  no  Hscap 
sufficient  to  deter  them  from  those  Crimes  » 
they  are  sensible  the  Laws  of  the  Country-  with  ju 
have  rendered  Capital. 

Jiitrio't  i   Return  from  Transportation   was 
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th  the  utmost  Patience  to  the  Miseries  of  his  sad 
•ndition ;  and  finding  his  Relations  would  take 
>e  of  his   Daughter,  and  that  his  Wife,  for  whom 

never  lost  the  most  tender  Concern,  would  be  in 

danger  of  wanting,  he  laid  aside  the  Thoughts  of 
Mnporal  Matters  altogether,  expressed  a  readiness 

die,  and  never  discovering  any  Weakness  or  im- 
tience  of  the  nearest  approach  of  Death. 
Much  of  that  firmness  with  which  he  behaved  in 
!se  last  Moments  of  his  Life,  might  probably  be 
•ing  to  natural  Courage,  of  which  certainly  Barton 
d  a  very  large  share ;  but  the  remains  of  Virtue 
d  Religion,  to  which  the  Man  had  always  a  Pro- 
nsity,  notwithstanding  that  he  gave  way  to  his 
ssions,  which  brought  him  to  all  the  Sorrows  he 
ew,  yet  the  Returns  he  made  when  in  the  shadow 

Death,  to  Piety  and  Devotion,  enabled  him  to 
fer  with  great  calmness,  on  Friday  the  1 2th  oi  May, 
21.     Aged  about  Thirty  One  Years. 
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SHOULD  not  have  undertaken  this  Work 
without  believing  it  might  in  some  Degree 
be  advantageous  to  the  Public.  Young 
Persons,  and  especially  those  in  a  meaner 
ate,  are  I  presume  those  who  will  make  up  the 
iilk  of  my  Readers,  and  these  too  are  they  who  are 
ore  commonly  seduced  into  practices  of  this  ignomi- 
ous  Nature.  I  should  therefore  think  myself  un- 
irdonable,   if  I  did  not  take  Care  to  furnish  them 
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with  such  cautions  as  the  Examples  I  am  givin 
the  fatal  Consequence  of  Vice  will  allow  ;  at  thes 
Time  that  1  exhibit  those  Adventures  and  a 
taining  Scenes,  which  disguise  the  Dismal  Path, 
make  the  Road  to  Ruin  Pleasing.  They  meet  I 
with  a  true  Prospect  of  Things,  the  tinsel  Splenc 
of  sensual  Pleasure,  and  that  dreadful  Price  Men 
for  it,  shameful  Death.  I  hope  it  may  be  of  U; 
correcting  the  Errors  of  juvenile  Tempers  dev' 
to  their  Passions,  with  whom  sometimes  Dai 
passes  for  a  certain  Road  to  Honour,  and  the  H 
way  seems  as  tempting  to  them,  as  Chivalry  to 
Quixote.  Such,  and  some  other  such  like,  are 
unlucky  Notions  in  young  Heads,  and  too  ofie 
spire  them  with  Courage  enough  to  dare  the  Gal! 
which  seldom  fails  meeting  with  them  in  the  Ero 
As  to  the  Particulars  of  this  Person's  Life  wi 
now  speaking  of,  they  will  be  sufficient  to  warn  1 
who  are  so  unhappy  as  to  suffer  from  the  ill-usaj 
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0  during  the  Life-time  of  his  Wife  and  Rabins 
)ther,  treated  him  with  great  Tenderness  and 
ming  Affection,  sending  him  to  School  to  a  Person 
a  neighbouring  Village,  who  was  very  consider- 
e  for  his  Art  of  Teaching,  and  professing  his 
ded  Resolution  to  give  his  Son  Bob  a  ver)-  good 
ucation. 

But  no  sooner  had  Death  snatched  away  the  poor 
>nian«  by  whom  Mr.  Perkins  had  our  unhappy 
tor,  than  his  Father  began  to  change  his 
asures.  The  unfortunate  Lad  experienced  first 
the  Miseries  that  flow  from  the  careless  manage- 
Dt  of  a  Widower,  who  forgetting  all  obligations  to 
deceased  Wife,  thought  of  nothing  but  diverting 
iself,  and  getting  a  new  Help-mate,  But  Robin 
ttinued  not  long  in  this  State,  his  hardships  were 
ckly  increased  by  the  second  marriage  of  his 
ther,  upon  which  he  was  sent  for  home,  treated 
h  some  kindness  at  first,  but  he  in  a  litde  time 
xreiving  how  things  were  going,  ^nd  perhaps  ex- 
ssing  his  suspicions  too  freely,  his  Mother-in- Law 
«  prevailed  to  have  him  turned  out,  and  absolutely 
bidden  his  Fathers  House,  the  ready  way  to  force 
naked  uninstructed  Youth  on  the  most  sinful 
urses.  WTiither  Robin  at  that  time  did  any  thing 
lionest  is  not  certain ;  but  being  grievously  pinched 
e  Night  with  the  Cold,  and  troubled  also  with  dis- 
il  Apprehensions  of  what  might  come  to  his  Sister, 
got  a  Ladder,  and  by  the  help  of  it,  got  in  at  his 
odier*s  Window ;  this  was  immediately  improveil 
o  a  design  of  cutting  her  Throat,  and  poor  Bob 
ereupon  was  utterly  discarded. 
A  short  time  after  this,  old  Mr.  Perkipis  died,  and 
it  a  Fortune  of  several  Thousand  Pounds  behind 
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him.  for  which  the  poor  young  Man  was  nevi 
Groat  the  better ;  being  bound  out  Prentice 
Baker,  and  left  as  to  every  thing  else  to  the  \ 
World.  His  Inclination,  joined  to  the  ramblii^ 
which  he  had  hitherto  led,  induced  him  to  miod 
vulgar  pleasures  of  Drinking,  Gambling,  and  i( 
about  much  more  than  his  Business,  which  to 
appeared  very  laborious.  There  are  Compar 
enough  every  where  to  be  met  with  who  are  reai 
teach  ignorant  Youths  the  Practice  of  all  soi 
Debauchery.  Perkins  fell  quickly  amongst  such ; 
and  often  rambled  abroad  with  them  on  the  i 
Krrands  of  Whoring,  Shuffle-board,  or  Skittle-pla 
&c.  The  thoughts  of  that  Estate  which  in  justii 
ought  to  have  possessed,  did  not  a  little  contribi 
make  him  thus  heedless  of  his  Business,  for 
usual  for  weak  Minds,  he  Affected  living  at  the 
his    I'ather's    Fortune   would  have  afforded,  r 
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the  young  Fellows  instantly  to  be  separated,  and 
irched  them  one  by  one,  on  which  the  marked 
own  was  found  in  Robert  Perkins  s  Pocket,  and  he 
^reupon  was  immediately  carried  before  a  J  ustice, 
K)  committed  him  to  Newgate.  The  Sessions 
ming  on  soon  after,  and  the  Case  being  plain,  he 
ks  cast  and  ordered  for  Transportation,  having  time 
ough  however  before  he  was  shipped  to  consider 
&  melancholy  Circumstances  into  which  his  ill  Con- 
ct  had  reduced  him,  and  to  think  of  what  was 
dng  for  him  to  do  in  the  present  sad  state  he  was 
At  first  nothing  run  in  his  Head  but  the  Cruel- 
s  which  he  had  met  with  from  his  Family  ;  but  as 
e  time  drew  nearer  of  his  Departure  he  meditated 
iw  to  gain  the  Captain  s  Favour,  and  to  escape 
me  hardships  in  the  Voyage. 
Robin  had  the  good  luck  to  make  himself  tole- 
bly  easy  in  the  Ship  ;  his  natural  good  Nature, 
id  obliging  Temper  prevailing  so  far  on  the  Captain 

the  Vessel,  that  he  gave  him  all  the  Liberty,  and 
forded  him  whatever  indulgence  it  was  in  his 
ower  to  permit  with  safety.  But  our  young  Tra- 
iler, had  much  worse  luck  when  he  came  on  shore 
:  Jamaica^  where  he  was  immediately  Sold  to  a 
hnter,  for  Ten  Pounds ;  and  his  Trade  of  a  Baker 
ring  of  little  use  here,  his  Master  put  him  upon 
Rich  the  same  Labour  as  he  did  his  Negroes. 

Robins  Constitution  was  really  incapable  of  great 
*atigue;  his  Master  therefore  finding  in  the  end  that 
odiing  would  make  him  Work,  sold  him  to  another, 
iho  put  him  upon  his  own  employment  of  Baking, 
hiQding  an  Oven  on  purpose  ;  but  whether  this 
Master  also  really  used  him  cruelly,  or  whether  his 
cDc  Inclinations  did  not  make  him  think  all  Labour 
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cnicl  Usage,  is  hard  to  say  ;  but  however  it  was,  B», 
ran  away  from  his  Master,  and  got  on  board  a  Shb 
which  carried  him  to  Carolina,  from  whence  he  saa 
h<:  tnivclted  to  Mary-Latid,  and  Shipping  himsd 
th';n:,  in  a  Vessel  ior  £nglatui,  after  being  taken  b 
th(;  Spaniards,  and  enduring  many  other  great  hard 
Khi]>s,  he  at  last  with  much  difficult)-  got  Home ;  a 
is  too  frequently  the  Practice  of  these  unhap| 
Wretches,  who  are  ready  to  return  from  tolerat 
I'latty  to  the  Gallows. 

After  his  arrival  in  England,  he  wrought  for  ni 
two  Years  together  at  his  Business,  and  hadasetti 
intention  to  live  Honestly,  and  forsake  that  disordeH 
Hl;ite  of  Life,  which  had  involved  him  in  such  Cali 
mitics,  tnit  the  fear  he  was  continually  in,  of  ban 
(IiHcnv«:n:tl,  ntndered  him  so  uneasy  and  so  unable 
ilo  any  thinj^,  that  at  last  he  resolved  to  go  over  ii 
the    r.asl- Indies ;   for  which   purpose  he  was  coitf 
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ccause  his  niin  involved  nobody  but  himself,  he 
a\nng  no  Children  behind  him,  and  his  Wife  being 
foung  enough  to  get  her  living  Honestly. 
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E  F  O  R  E  we  proceed  to  mention  the  Par- 
ticulars that  have  come  to  our  Hands  of 
this  unhappy  Criminal,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  take  notice  of  the  rigour  with  which  all 
cK*iIized  Nations  have  treated  Offenders  in  this  kind, 
ky  considering  the  crime  itself  as  Species  of  Treason. 
ihe  reason  of  which  arises  thus:  as  Money  is  the 
niversal  Standard  or  Measure  of  the  \'alue  of  any 
'ommodirv%so  the  Value  of  Money  is  always  regulated 
I  respect  of  its  weight,  fineness,  &c.,  by  the  public 
Authority  of  the  State.  To  Counterfeit,  therefore,  is 
I  some  degree  to  assume  the  Supreme  Authority, 
lasmuch  as  it  is  giving  a  Currency  to  another  less 
aJuable  Piece  of  Metal,  than  that  made  Current  hy 
le  State.  The  old  Laws  of  England  were  ver}- 
!vere  on  this  Head,  and  carried  their  care  of  pre- 
enting  it  so  far  as  to  damage  the  Public  in  other 
spects,  as  by  forbidding  the  Importation  of  Bullion, 
ad  punishing  the  attempts  made  to  discover  the 
^kiiSsophers  Stone  with  Death  ;  which  forced  whim- 
ical  Persons  who  were  enamoured  of  that  Experirftent 
>  go  abroad  and  spend  their  money  in  pursuit  of 
lot  Project  there.  These  Clauses  therefore  upon  a 
eview  of  the  Laws  on  this  Head,  were  abrogated. 
M  the  edge  in  other  respects  was  rather  sharpened 
Ittn  abated;  for  as  the  Trade  of  the  Nation  increased. 


34 


The  Life  of 


frauds  in  the  Coin  became  of  worse  consequence 
not  only  so,  but  were  more  practised. 

In  the  Reign  of  King  William  and  Queen  J 
Clipping  ATiil  Coining  gtcwi  so  Notorious,  and  ha 
great  and  fatal  Influences  on  public  Trade  o( 
Nation,  that  the  Parliament  found  it  necessai 
enter  upon  that  great  Work  of  a  Recoinage,  ai 
order  to  prevent  all  future  inconveniences  of  a 
Nature,  they  at  the  same  time  enacted,  that  not 
Counterfeiting,  Clipping,  Scaling,  Lightening, 
otherwise  Debasing  the  Current  Species  o{  this  ^t 
should  be  deemed  and  Punished  as  High-  Trea 
but  they  included  also  under  the  same  Chaise 
Punishment,  those  having  any  Press,  Engine,  Toe 
Implement  proper  for  Coining,  the  Mending,  Buy 
Selling,  &c,  of  them  ;  and  upon  this  Act,  which 
rendered  perpetual,  by  another  made  in  the  Sevi 
Year  of  Queen  Anne,  all  our  Proceedings  on 
Head  are  at  this  Day  tjrounded.     Many  Executi 
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ommon  enough  with  ordinar)-  People,  indulged  her 
)aughter  so  much  in  all  her  Humours,  and  suffered 
ler  to  take  so  uncontrolled  a  Liberty,  that  she  all 
ler  Lifetime  after  was  incapable  of  bearing  restraint, 
but  on  every  slight  contradiction  flew  out  into  the 
wildest  excesses  of  Passion  and  Fury.  When  but  a 
Child  on  a  verj-  slight  difference  at  home,  she  would 
needs  go  out  Prentice,  and  was  accordingly  put  to  a 
Mantua  Maker,  who  having  known  her  throughout 
licr  Infancy,  fatally  treated  her  with  the  same  Indul- 
^gence  and  Tenderness.  She  continued  with  her 
t  about  two  Years,  and  then  on  a  few  warm  Words 
bappening,  went  away  from  so  good  a  Mistress,  and 
came  home  again  to  her  Mother,  who  in  that  space 
rf  Time  had  set  up  a  Brandy-Shop.  On  ^liss 
Barbaras  return,  a  Maid  was  to  be  taken,  for  she 
^as  much  too  good  to  do  the  Work  of  the  House. 
:  The  Servant  had  not  been  there  long  before  they 
^pttrrelled.  The  Mother  taking  the  Wench's  part, 
*way  went  the  young  Woman  ;  but  matters  being 
?^e  up,  and  the  old  Mother  keeping  an  Ale-house 
^Cripplcgate  Parish,  she  once  more  went  to  live 
^A  her.  This  reconcilement  lasted  longer,  but  was 
***^  fatal  to  Barbara  than  her  late  falling  out. 

One  Day  it  seems  she  took  it  into  her  Head  to  go 

Jj^  see  the  Prisoners  die  at  Tyburn,  and  having  for 

^  r^  purpose  took  an  Opportunity,  her  Mother  mect- 

^  her  at  the  Door,  told  her  that  there  was  too 

■J^  Business  for  her  to  do  at  Home,  and  that  she 

*<^Id  not  go,  on  which  harsh  Words  ensuing,  her 

«  Mother  at  last  struck  her,  and  said  she  s/iouM  be  her 

1  -WaiiM.    However  Barbara  went ;  and  the  Man  who 

1  fended  her  to  Tyburn  brought  her  afterwards  to  a 

^  House  by  St.  Giles  s  Poufui,  where  she,  after  relating 


; 
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the  difference  between  herself  and  her  Mother,  vowed 
she  would  never  return  any  more  Home,  in  which 
Resolution  she  was  encouraged,  and  soon  after  ac- 
quainted with  the  Secrets  of  the  House,  and  ap- 
pointed to  go  out  with  their  false  Money,  in  order  to 
vend  or  utter  it ;  which  Trade,  as  it  freed  her  from  all 
restraint,  she  was  at  first  mightily  pleased  with  ;  but 
being  soon  discovered,  she  was  committed  XaNewgatt, 
Convicted  and  Fined  ;  about  which  time  she  became 
acquainted  with  Mrs.  Miles,  who  afterwards  betrayed 
her  ;  and  uf>on  this  occasion  was,  it  seems,  so  kind  as 
to  advance  some  Money  for  her.  On  this  last  affair, 
for  which  she  died,  the  Evidence  would  have  hardly 
done  without  Milcs's  a.ssistance,  which  so  enraged 
poor  Barbara,  that  even  to  the  Instant  of  Death,  she 
could  hardly  prevail  with  herself  to  forgive  her,  and 
never  spoke  of  her  without  a  kind  of  heat  very  im- 
proper and  unbecoming  a  Person  in  her  distressed 
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so  at  her  Death  too  it  occasioned  her  to  be  impatient, 
and  to  behave  inconsistently,  for  which  sometimes 
she  would  Apologize,  by  saying  that  though  it  was 
not  in  her  Power  to  put  on  grave  Looks,  yet  her 
Heart  was  as  truly  affected  as  theirs  who  gave 
greater  outward  signs  of  Contrition ;  a  manner  of 
Speaking  usually  token  up  by  those  who  would  be 
thought  to  think  seriously,  in  the  midst  of  outward 
Gaiety,  and  of  whose  sincerity  in  cases  like  these  he 
only  can  judge  who  is  acquainted  with  the  Secrets 
of  all  Hearts,  and  who  as  he  is  not  to  be  deceived,  so 
his  Penetration  is  utterly  unknown  to  us,  who  are 
confined  to  appearances,  and  the  exterior  marks  of 
Things. 

She  lost  all  her  Boldness  at  the  near  approach  of 
Death,  seemed  excessively  surprised,  and  concerned 
at  the  apprehension  of  the  Flames.  When  she  went 
out  to  die,  she  owned  her  Crime  more  fully  than  she 
had  ever  done.  She  said  she  had  learned  to  Coin  of  a 
Man  and  Woman,  who  had  now  left  off  and  lived 
ver>^  Honestly,  wherefore  she  said  she  would  not  dis- 
cover them.  She  complained  at  the  very  Stake,  how 
hard  she  found .  it  to  forgive  Miles,  who  had  been 
her  Accomplice,  and  then  betrayed  her,  adding,  that 
though  she  saw  Faggots  ready  to  be  lighted,  and  to 
consume  her,  yet  would  she  not  receive  Life  at  the 
expence  of  another's  Blood.  She  averred  there  were 
great  Numbers  in  London,  who  followed  the  same 
trade  of  Coining,  and  eamesdy  wished  they  might 
take  warning  by  her  Death.  At  the  Instant  of 
Suffering,  she  appeared  to  have  re-assumed  all  her 
Resolution,  of  which  she  had  indeed  sufficient  occa- 
^n,  when  to  the  lamentable  Death  of  Burning,  was 
added  the  usual  noise  and  clamour  of  the  Mob,  who 
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also  threw  Stones  and  Dirt,  which  beat  her  down  and 
wounded  her.  However  she  forgave  them  cheerfully. 
Prayed  with  much  earnestness,  and  ended  her  Life 
the  same  Day.  with  the  last  mentioned  Malefactor 
Perkins,  Aged  about  Twenty-four  Years. 

The  Life  ly  Walter  Kexxedv,  a  Pirate. 

II  RACY  was  anciently  in  this  Kingdom 
n  considered  as  a  Petty  Treason  at  common 
Law.  but  the  multitude  of  Treasons,  or  to 
speak  more  properly  of  Offences  construed 
into  Treason,  becoming  a  very  great  Grievance  to 
the  Subject,  this  with  many  others  was  left  out  in  the 
famous  Statute  uf  the  25th  <jl  Edivardx^c  Third,  for 


Wai.tkr  KKNNKnv,  a  PifiUc.  39 

M'  Aii/miraliw  assisted  by  certain  other  J  udges 

common    Law,    by    \  irtue  of  such  a  Com- 

\   as   is    Ix^fore   mentioned  :    the  Silver  Oar, 

iliar    Ensign   of  Authority,  belonging  to  the 

>f  .-ldmira/t\\  lying  on  the  Table.    As  Pirates 

ver\-  often  apprehended  in  Britaifi,  so  par- 

Xotice  is  always  given  when  a  Court  like 

Ikxl  an  AttfPih'iiliy  Scssiofis.  is  to  be  held  :  the 

?rs  until  that  time  remaining  in  the  JfarsAa/sea^ 

>j>er  Prison  of  this  CourL 

the  26th  of  !rfi/}\   1 721,  at  such  a  Sessions 

•  AV////<v/r  and  yo/ifi  Brads/uuc  were  tried  for 

s  committed  on  the  Hii^h-Seas,  and  both  of 

\>nvicte<.L     This  iralier  A'tfimWv  was  bom  at 

e    calletl    Pi/thni'S/airs,    in    /f'<////>/^^      His 

was  an  AmAor-Swi/A.  a  Man  of  good  Repu- 

who  gave  his  Son  ira/Zt^r  tlie  best  Education 

al>le  :  and  who  while  a  Lad  was  ver\*  tractable, 

d  no  other  apjvarent  ill  Ouality  than  that  of  a 

>iring  Temper.     When  he  was  grown  up  big 

to  have  vrone  out  to  a  Trade,  his   Father 

him  Apprentice  to  himself;  but  dying  before 

out  of  his  Time,  /fc/Z/fV  leaving  his  Fathers 

in  the  Possession  of  his  Mother  and  Brothers, 

allowed  his  own  rovinor  Inclinations  and  went 

He  ser\'et.l  a  considerable  time  on  board  a 

"  Wan  in  the  Reign  of  her  late  Majesty  Queen 

in  the  War  then  carrietl  on  against  FrapiiC : 

which   Time,  he  often  had  occasion  to  hear 

exploits  of  the  Pirates,  lx>th  in  the  East  and  . 

fiJits.  and  oi  their  having  got  several   Islands 

t\r  Possession,  wherein  they  were  settled,  and 

:h  diey  exercised  a  Sovereign  Power. 

;e  Tales  had  a  wonderful  effect  on   Jl\t//rrs         \ 
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disposition,  and  created  in  him  a  secret  Ambitkm  o4 
maJiing  a  figure  in  the  same  Way.  He  became  more 
than  ordinarily  attentive  whenever  Stories  of  that 
Sort  were  told,  and  sought  ever)'  opportunity'  of 
putting  his  fellow  Sailors  upon  such  Relations.  Mea 
of  that  profession  have  usually  good  Memories  widi 
respect  (at  least)  to  such  matters ;  and  K^enmafy. 
therefore,  without  much  difficult)-,  became  acquainted 
with  the  principal  Expeditions  of  these  Maridmc 
Desperados,  from  the  Time  of  Sir  Henry  Aforgams 
commanding  the  Buccaneers  in  America,  to  CapL 
Avery's  more  modem  Exploits  at  Madagascar;  his 
fancy  insinuating  to  him  continually  that  he  might  be 
able  to  make  as  great  a  Figure  as  any  of  tbese 
thievish  Heroes,  whenever  a  proper  Opportunity 
offered.  It  happened  that  he  was  sent  with  CapL 
Wood  Rogers,  now  Governor  of /'rt^^'ft^rw*,  when  dial 
( iMult-man  wa.s  first  sent  to  recover  that  Island  by 
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them  the  offers  he  had  to  make  of  Free  Grace  and 
Parvion,  the  greater  Number  of  them  came  in  and 
^ubmittevl  Yer\*  readilw  those  who  were  determined 

0  continue  the  same  dissolute  kind  of  Life  providing 
nth  all  the  Secrecy  imaginable  for  their  Safet)%  and 
k'hen  Practicable,  their  flight  out  of  the  Island.  The 
Taptain  being  made  Governor,  fitted  out  two  Sloops 
or  Trade,  and  having  given  proper  Directions  to 
heir  Commanders,  Manned  them  out  of  his  own 
lailors,  with  some  of  these  reformed  Pirates  inter- 
lixed.     Ketint'ity  went  out  in  one  of  these  X'essels, 

1  which  he  had  not  been  long  at  Sea,  before  he 
Mned  in  a  Conspiracy  some  of  the  rest  had  formed 
I  seizing  the  Xessel,  putting  those  to  Death  who 
efused  to  come  into  their  Measures,  and  then  to  iro, 
s  the  Sailors  phrase  it,  n/*on  the  Aceount,  that  is  in 
►lain  English,  commence  Pirates, 

This  X'illanous  Design  succeeding  according  to 
heir  Wish,  they  emptied  the  other  X'essel  of  whatever 
hey  thought  might  be  of  I'se,  and  then  turned  her 
idrifc  as  being  a  heavy  Sailor,  and  consequently  un- 
it for  their  purpose.  A  few  Days  after  their  entering 
m  this  new  Course  of  Life,  thev  made  themselves 
Masters  of  two  prett\*  l^rge  Ships :  which  being 
itted  for  their  purpose,  they  grew  now  strong  enough 
to  execute  any  Project  that  in  their  present  Circum- 
stances they  were  capable  of  forming;  and  thus 
Kennedy  \i*as  now  got  into  that  unhappy  state  of 
Living,  which  from  a  false  notion  of  Things  he  had 
framed  so  fair  an  Idea  of,  and  was  so  desirous  to 
Ei^rage  in. 

Kennedy  took  a  particular  Delight  in  relating  what 
Iiappened  to  him  in  these  Expeditions,  even  alter 
Acy  had  brought  him  to  Miser\-  and  Confinement. 
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it  was  become  exceeding  dangerous  to   land, 

r  at  yixmaica,  Barbadoes,  or  on  the  Islands  oi Bcr- 

IS,  and  in  this  Condition  they  were  when  they 

t  to  a  Resolution  of  choosing  one  Davis  Captain, 

going   under   his    Command    to    the   Coast   of 

his  Design  they  put  in  Execution,  being  chiefly 
rted  with  the  hopes  of  surprising  some  Vessel  of 
iomeward  hound Portu^iese  Fleet,  by  which  they 
d  to  be  made  at  once,  and  no  longer  be  obliged 
ad  a  Life  so  full  of  Danger.  Accordingly  they 
n  with  Twenty  Sail  of  those  Ships,  and  were  in 
itmost  Danger  of  being  taken,  and  treated  as  they 
rved.  However  their  Captain  on  this  Occasion 
Lved  ver)'  prudently ;  and  taking  the  advantage 
le  of  those  \'essels  being  separated  from  the  rest 

boarded  her  in  the  Night  without  firing  a  Gun. 
y  forced  the  Captain  when  they  had  him  in  one 
leir  own  Ships  to  discover  which  of  the  Fleet  was 
aiost  richly  laden,  which  he  having  through  fear 
^  they  impudently  attacked  her,  and  were  very 

becoming  Masters  of  her,  though  they  weresur- 
ded  by  the  Portuguese  Ships,  from  whence  they 
>t  escaped,  not  so  much  by  the  swiftness  of  their 
Sailing,  as  by  the  Cowardice  of  the  Enemy ;  in 
f^  Attempt  though  they  miscarried  as  to  the 
'  they  had  proposed,  yet  they  accounted  them- 
^  ver}'  fortunate  in  having  thus  escaped  from  so 
^rous  an  Adventure. 

^rig  some  time  after  this  in  great  want  of  Water, 
5^  at  the  head  of  about  Fifty  of  his  Men,  ver^'- 
^Tned,  made  a  descent  in  order  to  fill  their  Casks,  i 

rH  the  Portuguese  Governor  of  the  Port  near 
^     they    landed   easily  discovered    them    to  be  ^ 


44  The  Life  of 

Pirates,  but  not  thinking  himself  in  a  Condition  si 
enough  to  attack  them,  thought  fit  to  dissemble 
K  nowledge. 

Davis  and  his  Men  were  no  sooner  retume 
board,  then  they  received  a  Message  by  a  Boat 
shore,  that  the  Governor  would  think  himself  h 
honoured,  if  the  Captain  and  as  many  as  he  pk 
of  his  Ship's  Company  would  accept  of  an  Entei 
ment  the  next  Day,  at  the  Castle  where  he  res 
Their  Commander,  who  had  hitherto  behaved  hii 
like  a  Man  of  Conduct,  suffered  his  Vanity  to  < 
come  hirh  so  far  as  to  accept  of  the  Proposal;  an 
next  Morning  with  Ten  of  his  Sailors,  all  dress< 
their  best  Clothes,  went  on  Shore  to  this  CoUa 
but  before  they  had  reached  half  way,  they  wei 
upon  by  a  Party  of  Ittdiatts  who  lay  in  Ambus 
and  with  one  flight  of  their  poisoned  Arrowf 
lliein  all  upon  the  Ground,  except  Kennedy  an' 
other,  who  escaped  to  the  top  of  a  Mo 
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Ireland,  where  beinjj  in  a  low  and  poor  Condition  he 
Jiipped  himself  at  length  for  En^lafut  and  came  up 
:o  London.  He  had  not  been  long  in  Town  before 
le  was  obser\-ed  bv  some  whose  X'essels  had  been 
aken  bv  the  Crew  with  whom  he  sailed.  Thev  caused 
lim  to  be  Apprehended,  and  after  lying  a  consider- 
tble  time  in  Prison,  he  was,  as  I  have  said  before, 
tried  and  convicted. 

After  Sentence,  he  shewed  much  less  concern  for 
Life,  than  is  usual  for  Persons  in  that  Condition.  .He 
vas  so  much  tired  with  the  Miseries  and  Misfortune 
irhich  for  some  Years  before  he  had  endured,  that 
Death  appeared  to  him  a  Thing  rather  desirable  than 
firij^^htful.  When  the  Reprieve  came  for  lirads/nno, 
irho  was  condemned  with  him  he  expressed  great 
Satisfaction,  saying  at  the  same  time  that  he  teas 
ieit^r  pleased  t/ian  if  Ae  /iimse//  had  rtrenrd  Merer ^ 
ft^r  (continued  he)  should  I  be  banished  into  Ame- 
rica,  iw  he  is,  *tis  h(^hly  /robiible  I  might  be  tempted  to 
my  old  way  of  Life,  and  so  instead  of  reforming  add 
to  the"  number  of  my  Sins.  He  continued  in  these 
Sentiments  till  the  time  of  his  Death,  when  as  he 
went  through  Cheapside  to  his  E.xecution,  the  Silver 
Oar  being  carried  before  him  as  is  usual,  he  turned 
about  to  a  Person  who  sat  by  him  in  the  Cart,  and 
said,  thongh  it  is  a  common  thing  for  ns  xchen  at  Sea 
to  acquire  iMst  quantities,  both  of  that  Metal  whieh 
g&ts  before  me,  and  of  Gold,  yet  stieh  is  the  justiee  of 
PrxK^idenee,  thatfe^c  or  none  of  us  preserzr  enough  to 
wtaintain  us,  but  as  you  see  in  me  xcht^n  xce  «*«>  to  Death, 

kazx  not  zchercicith  to  purchase  a  coffin  to  bury  us. 

He  died  at  Bxecution  Dthh,  the  21st  of  y ///r,  1721, 

beii^  then  about  26  years  of  Age. 
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The  Life  of  MATTHtw  Claric  a  Foci-P^ 
atui  Murderer. 

I H  K  R  E  is  nothing  perhaps  to  whSch 
may  more  justly  attribute  those  ntnrw 
Executions  which  so  disgiace  our  O.'-:: 
'  than  the  false  notions  which  the  ~-s 
M^irt  especially  imbibe  in  their  Youth,  as  to  > 
antl  Women.  This  unhappy  Pereon,  .MaiihrL.  C. 
<i\  whom  we  are  now  to  Speak,  was  a  most  re= 
ablt  In-,iance  of  the  Truth  of  this  Obserx-atiocs. 
wa-i  lx»m  at  St.  Allans,  ot  Parents  but  in  mear. 
cumstances,  and  who  thought  they  had  provicei  ■ 
wtii  lor  their  Son  when  they  had  [P'r-rT. 
•Admission  into  the  Familv  of  a  Nei" 
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d  whose  Service  he  was,  used  to  skulk  about  Bushcy- 
^€at/i,  and  watch  opportunities  to  Rob  Passengers. 
]iatt/iciu  was  a  perfect  Composition  of  all  the  X'ices 
hat  enter  into  low  Life.  He  was  Idle,  inclined  to 
Drunkenness,  Cruel,  and  a  Coward  ;  nor  would  he 
lave  had  Spirit  enough  to  attack  any  Body  on  the 
(oad,  had  it  not  been  to  supply  him  with  Money  for 
blerrj'-meetings  and  Dancing-bouts,  to  which  he  was 
arried  by  his  pre\^iling  Passion  for  loose  Women  ; 
ind  these  expeditions  keeping  him  continually  bare, 
ilobbing  and  Junquetting,  desire  of  pleasure  and  fear 
if  the  Gallows  were  the  whole  round  both  of  his 
\ctions  and  his  Thoughts. 

At  last  the  Matrimonial  maggot  bit  his  Brain,  and 
ifter  a  short  Courtship,  he  prevailed  on  a  young  Girl 
n  the  Neighbourhood  to  go  up  with  him  to  London, 
n  order  to  their  Marriage ;  when  they  were  there, 
lading  his  Stock  reduced  so  low,  that  he  had  not 
5\"en  Nioney  enough  to  purchase  the  Wedding-Ring, 
le  pretended  that  a  Legacy  of  F"  if  teen  Pounds  was 
ust  left  him  in  the  Countr\',  and  with  a  thousand 
Promises  of  a  quick  return,  set  out  from  London  to 
fetch  it  He  left  the  Town  full  of  uneasy  Thoughts, 
ind  Travelled  towards  Xccsdcn  and  ]ViUsdcn-Grecn^ 
vfaere  formerly  he  had  lived,  intending  to  have  lurked 
there  till  he  had  an  opportunity  of  Robbing  as  many 
Persons  as  to  make  up  Fifteen  Pounds  from  their 
Effects.  In  pursuance  of  this  Resolution,  he  designed 
b  himself  to  attack  ever\'  Passenger  he  saw  ;  but 
vhenever  it  came  to  the  push,  the  natural  Cowardice 
of  his  Temper  prevailed,  and  his  Heart  failed  him 

While  he  loitered  about  there,  the  Master  of  the 
Alehouse  hard  by  took  notice  of  him,  and  asked  him, 
Himf  he  came  to  idle  about  in  Ha\-timc,  xc'/tcn  there 


:;  muc't  '.'.':ri  "  ■:'yr:r.^  2i  .'■:=■  ,;,i".v  Time  li*  hir: 
t  f.r  a  .'iKr'.-m:.  CLtrk  ■_;„«:".  irr.-i  Discourse  iin- 
';.>.•.':!;.- r':'.'/'.':::-: :  :r.a:  c!!  'j:.*i  Persons  be]onj.Hn2 
;;.:,  Ma,--;  H'.u^':  .-y.'j-:  :>.-  oji  a  Hay-makii^. 
.'::/•,  t;.';  Ma:-;.  -Aho  vrr-.trl  his  Liquors  and  wailtd 
,:;  i,.-:-x-,:  jls  vy^n  therefore  as  he  had  paned 
:!j  t:.';  Mast':r.  and  saw  he  was  ;^one  into  the  Field- 
t  jrii'rd  ^ack  and  went  into  his  House,  where 
\':-ii\xv^  his  former  acquaintance  with  the  Maid 
•i  :i  >  li':  had  guessed,  was  there  alone,  and  to  whom, 
f'(n(i':rly  had  been  a  -Sweetheart,  he  sat  near  an 
ir  )>riipV:in;^  and  'I'alkiny  in  that  jocose  Manner 
i'  lj  i'.  usual  between  I'eople  of  iheir  Condition  in 
■  (  oiitiiry;  l»ut  in  the  midst  of  all  his  Hxpressions 
\fl'' tiun,  in<:<lilated  how  to  Kob  the  House,  and 
ilni')i-i(iis  dis|yjsition,  supposing  a  thousand  Dan- 
■.  from  the  KnowK^lj^'c  the  Maid  had  of  him.  he 
absolutely  to   secure  Iiimself 
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it :  returning  back  into  the  Road  again,  he  met  a 
Waggon,  which  in  hopes  of  preventing  all  Suspicion, 
he  undertook  to  drive  up  to  Town,  the  Man  who 
drove  it  having  hurt  his  Leg,  but  he  had  not  gone 
feur,  before  the  Persons  who  were  in  pursuit  of  the 
Murderer  of  Sarah  Goldington  (the  Maid  before 
mentioned)  came  up  with  him,  and  enquired  whether 
he  had  seen  any  Body  pass  by  his  Waggon  who 
looked  suspiciously,  or  was  likely  to  have  committed 
that  Fact  This  inquiry-  put  him  in  so  much  Con- 
fusion, that  he  was  scarce  able  to  make  them  an 
Answer,  which  occasioned  their  looking  at  him  more 
narrowly,  and  thereby  discovering  the  Sleeve  of  his 
Shirt  to  be  all  bloody.  At  first  he  affirmed  with  great 
Confidence,  that  a  Soldier  meeting  him  upon  the 
Road,  had  insulted  him,  and  that  in  Fighting  with 
him,  he  had  made  the  Soldier  s  Mouth  bleed,  which 
had  so  stained  his  Shirt,  but  in  a  little  time  perceiving 
this  Excuse  would  not  prevail,  but  that  they  were 
resolved  to  carr\'  him  back,  he  fell  into  a  violent 
Agony,  and  confessed  the  Fact 

At  the  next  Sessions  at  the  Old  Bailew  he  was 
convicted,  and  after  receiving  Sentence  of  Death, 
endeavoured  all  he  could  to  comfort  and  compose 
himself  during  the  Time  he  lay  under  Condemnation. 
His  Father  who  was  a  ver\'  honest  industrious  Man, 
came  to  see  him ;  and  Mattheic  after  he  was  gone 
^oke  with  great  concern  of  an  Expression  which  his 
.  Father  had  made  use  of,  vh..  Thai  if  he  had  to  die 
fmr  any  other  Offefue,  he  would  have  made  all  the  in- 
Urest  and  Friends  he  eould  to  have  saved  his  Lij\\  but 
ikat  Ike  Murder  he  had  committed  was  so  cruel,  that 
ie  thought  that  nothing  could  atone  for  it  but  his  Blood. 
The  inhumanity'  and  cniel  Circumstances  of  it  did 
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indeed  in  some  I)e;rree  affect  this  Malefactor  himself: 
but  he  seemed  much  more  disturbed  with  the  Ap- 
prehension of  bcinjj  hanj^ed  in  Chains,  a  Thing  which 
from  the  weakness  of  vulgar  M  inds  terrifies  more  than 
death  itself ;  and  of  which  I  confess  1  do  not  see  the 
use.  since  it  ser\-es  only  to  render  the  poor  wretches 
uneasy  in  their  last  Moments,  and  instead  c^  making 
suitable  impressions  on  the  Minds  of  the  Spectaton 
afff)rds  a  pretence  for  Servants,  and  other  youi^  Per 
sons,  to  idle  away  their  Time,  in  going  to  see  dv 
Body  so  exposed  on  a  Gibbet. 

At  the  place  of  Execution,  Clark  was  extremely 
careful  to  inform  the  People,  that  he  was  so  far  from 
havinj;  any  Malice  against  the  Woman  whom  he 
Murdered,  that  he  really  had  a  Love  for  her.  A 
ReiM>rt  tijo  of  his  having  designed  to  sell  the  j-oui^ 
Girl  lie  had  brought  out  of  the  Countrj'  into  Virginia, 
had  weight  enough  with  him  to  occasion  his  solemn 
denying  of  it  at  the  Tree  ;  though  he  acknowli 
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Foot-pad. 

H  E  Idleness  in  which  Youths  are  suffered 
to  Live  in  this  Kingdom  till  they  are  grown 
to  that  size  at  which  they  are  usually  put 
Apprentice,  (a  space  of  Time  in  which  they 
are  much  better  employed  in  many  other  Countries 
of  Europe)  too  often  creates  an  inaptitude  to  Work, 
and  allows  them  Opportunitj'  of  entering  into  paths 
which  have  a  fatal  Termination,  yohn  JVinship,  of 
whom  we  are  now  to  treat,  was  bom  of  Parents  in 
tolerable  Circumstances  in  the  Parish  of  St  Panfs^ 
Coz^-ni'Garden.  They  gave  him  an  Education  rather 
superior  to  his  Condition,  and  treated  him  with  an 
Indulgence  by  which  his  future  Life  became  unhappy: 
At  about  Fourteen,  they  placed  him  as  an  Apprentice 
with  a  Carpenter,  to  which  Trade  he  himself  had  a 
liking.  His  Master  used  him  as  well  as  he  could  have 
expected  or  wished,  yet  that  Inclination  which  he  had 
contracted  while  a  Boy  to  Idleness  and  loitering,  made 
him  incapable  of  pursuing  his  Business  with  tolerable 
application,  but  the  Particular  accident  by  which  he 
was  determined  to  leave  it,  shall  be  the  next  point  in 
our  Relation. 

It  happened,  that  returning  one  Day  from  Work, 
he  took  notice  of  a  young  Woman  standing  at  a  Door 
in  a  Street  not  far  distant  from  that  in  which  his 
Master  lived.  He  was  then  about  Seventeen;  and 
imagining  Love  to  be  a  ver\*  fine  thing,  thought  fit 
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\\:i;'.'>.;:  I';i,rt:T:r  '-cji^in'  t'l  make  this  young  Womis 
l:T:'i!/f--ci 'ifhi-.  At'i'trction.  The  next  Evening  hetoci 
ficca-i'iH  t"  -i.':ak  t'l  her,  and  this  Acquaintance  soor. 
imprKvin,;  into  fre'iueni  Apj^inlmenLs.  naturallv  lee 
//  'in.liip  int'i  much  greater  Kxpences  than  he  was 
aljl'-  t"  -.iippMrt.  This  had  iwu  Consequences  equally 
fatal  t'l  ihi?.  unhapjjy  young  Man.  for  in  the  tirsi  place 
he  I'rfl  his  Master  and  his  Trade,  and  tixik  to  driving* 
of  Coaches,  and  such  Hke  Methods,  to  get  his  Bread: 
but  ail  the  ways  he  could  think  of  proving  unable  tv 
supply  his  Kxpences.  he  went  next  upon  the  RoaA 
au'l  raised  daily  Contributions  in  as  illegal  a  manner, 
as  ihev  wf-re  spent  at  -\ighi  in  all  the  Excesses  of 
\ic<:. 

It  i^  impossible  to  give  either  a  particular  or  exaa 
.Account  of  the  Kobberies  he  committed,  because  ht 
was  always  ver\'  res»;rved.  e\'en  after  Conviction,  in 
)'-aking  as  to  these  Points.     However  he  is  said  i 
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>in  the  Coachman  all  the  Money  he  had  about  him. 
'itiship  had  been  concerned  in  divers  Gangs,  and 
dng  a  Fellow  of  uncommon  AgiHt\*  of  Body,  was 
iorht\-  well  received,  and  much  caressed  bv  them. 

was  also  another  Companion  of  his,  whom  the)- 
lied  Tom.  but  whose  true  Name  was  never  known, 
^\ng  killed  in  a  Duel  at  KilkcMny  in  /rtiafui.  This 
5t  mentioned  Person  had  been  bred  with  an  Apo- 
€tar}\  and  sometimes  travelled  the  Countr)-  in  the 
g^h  Capacity-  of  a  Ottiuk-Doctor ;  at  others,  ^in  the 
are  humble  Station  of  a  Mcrrv  AniireiL',  Travel- 
10^  once  down  into  the  IVcst,  with  a  little  Chest  of 
edicines,  which  he  intended  to  dispose  of  in  this 
Miner  at  ll\stchcster.  he  overtook  at  an  Inn  about 
entv  Miles  short  of  that  Citv,  a  London  Wholesale 
ealer,  who  had  been  that  way  collecting  Debts  in. 
ym  made  a  shift  to  get  into  his  Company  over  Night, 
d  diverted  him  so  much  with  his  facetious  Con- 
rsadon.  that  be  in\nted  him  to  Breakfast  with  him 
e  next  Morning.  Tom  took  occasion  to  put  a  strong 
irge  into  the  Ale  and  Toast  which  the  Londoner 
is  Drinking,  he  himself  pretending  never  to  take 
y  Thing  in  the  Morning  but  a  Glass  of  Wine  and 
Iters.  When  the  Stranger  got  on  Horseback.  Tom 
fered  to  accompany  him,  for  (says  he)  I  can  easily 
dk  as  fast  as  vour  Horse  will  Trot.  Thev  had  not 
t  above  t>vo  Miles,  before  at  the  Entrance  of  a 
munon.  the  Phvsic  beijan  to  work.  The  Trades- 
in  alighting  to  untruss  a  Point.  Tom  leaped  at  once 
to  his  Saddle,  and  gallopped  oft*  both  with  his  Horse 
d  PcNTtmanteau.  He  baited  an  Hour  at  a  small 
ihge  three  Miles  beyond  Chester,  having  avoided 
ssii^  through  that  City,  then  continuetl  his  Journey 

Part-Patrick,  from  whence  he  crossctl  to  Dublin^ 
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with  about  Fourscore  Pounds  in  ready  Monej-.  a  Gold 
\Vatch,  which  was  put  up  in  a  Comer  of  a  Cloak-bag. 
Linen,  and  other  Things  to  a  considerable  Value  be- 
sides.   But  to  return  to  IViiuhip. 

His  Robberies  were  so  numerous,  that  be  began  Ki 
be  verj-  well-known,  and  much  sought  after  bj'  diase 
who  make  it  their  Business  for  Reward  to  bring  Mea 
to  Justice.  There  is  some  Reasons  to  believe  thai  be 
had  been  once  Condemned  and  received  Metc>  : 
however  on  the  25th  of  May,  1721,  he  stopped  aae 
Mr.  Lcnolfur  in  his  Chariot,  between  Paruras-CkMnk 
and  the  half-way-House,  and  Robbed  him  of  hisstlnr 
Watch  and  a  Purse  of  ten  Guineas ;  for  which  Rob- 
ber)' being  quickly  after  Apprehended,  he  was  ai  the 
Old-Bailey  convicted,  on  the  Evidence  of  the  Pro- 
secutor, and  the  voluntary  Information  of  ooe  of  bis 
Companions. 

While  he  lay  under  Sentence,  he  could  noc  bc^ 


'iscoveries,  which  might  affect  the  Lives  of  others 
jewing  also  an  extraordinary  uneasiness  whenevef* 
Rich  questions  were  put  to  him,  particularly  when  he 
|lras  asked  by  the  direction  of  a  Person  of  some  Rank, 
whether  he  did  not  rob  a  Person,  dressed  in  such  a 
planner,  in  a  Chaise  as  he  was  Watering  his  Horse 
before  the  Church  Door,  during  the  time  of  Divine 
iervice.  U'lttship  replied,  he  supposed  the  Crime 
lid  not  consist  in  tlie  Time  or  Place ;  and  as  to  whether 
le  was  guilty  of  it  or  no,  he  would  tell  nothing.  In 
ithcr  respects,  he  appeared  Penitent  and  Devour  ■ 
luffering  at  tlie  same  Time,  with  the  beforementlona 
AfaltAiif  CLtrk,  in  the  22nd  year  uf  his  Age  at  Tj^_ 
\Hrn,  leaving  behind  him  a  Wife,  who  died  afterwarc 
vidi  Grief  for  his  Execution. 

ri^fyjoHS  .Meit,  alias  MukTii,  a  House-* 
breaker,  ami  Hig/ttuay-Maii,  i^c. 

H  E  rigid    Execution  of  Felons,  who  retun 
from  Transportation,  has  been  found  so  nd 
ccssiiry  that  few  or  none  have  escaped  wh^ 
have  been  tried  for  such  an  illegal  Return-' 
tliough  it  is  very  hard  to  convince  those  who 
r  for  that  Offence  that  there  is  any  real  crime  in 
evading    their   Sentence.      It    was  this   which 
Kight  'Xo^H  Meff,  alias  Mt'rth,  of  whom  we  are  now 
ak,  to  an  ignoniinious  Death,  after  he  had  once 
escaped  it  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner, 
Process  of  his  Story  shall  be  related. 
»  unluppy  .\laii  wa^Uurii  mLotuloa,  c 
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Parents,  who  retired  into  Englattd  for  the  sake  rf . 
their  Religion,  when  Lewis  the  XIV.  began  his  I 
furious  Persecution  against  the  Protestants  in  his  f- 
Dominions.  '\\{\^yohn  Meffwzs  educated  with  great 
care,  especially  as  to  the  principles  of  Religion.  b)"3 
P'ather  who  had  very- just  notions  of  that  Faith,  for 
which  in  Banishment  he  Suffered,  When  his  Sod 
fohn  grew  up.  he  put  him  out  Apprentice  to  a 
Weaver,  whom  he  served  with  great  Fidelitj-.  atd 
after  he  came  out  of  his  Time,  Married  ;  but  finding 
himself  incapable  by  his  Labour  to  maintain  his 
Family,  he  unfortunately  addicted  himself  to  ill 
courses,  in  which  he  was  yet  more  unlucky ;  for 
having  almost  at  his  first  setting  out,  broke  open 
a  House,  he  was  discovered,  apprehended,  tried, 
convicted,  and  in  the  Cart,  in  order  to  go  to  Execution 
within  the  Fortnight ;  but  the  Hangman  beii^ 
Arrested    as  he  was  going  to    Tyburn,  he  and  the 
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tnquiring  of  the  Seamen  how   Persons  in  their  im- 
happv  Condition  were  treated  by  their  Masters,  and) 
whether  all  llie  terrible  Relations   they  had  had   ii 
Enghnii  were  really  FacLs,  or  invented  only  to  ter- 
rily  those  who  were  to  undcrj^o  thai  Punishment. 

But    while    these    unhappy    Persons    were    thi 
tmusing  themselves,  a  new  and  imlooked  for  Misfoi 
imc  fell  ujK>n  them,  for  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Hermuihs  they  were  surprised  by  two  Pirate  Sloops, 
rho  thouyh  they  found   no  considerable   Booty  on 
oard.  were  verj-  well  satisfied  by  the  great  Addition 
|>ey  made  to  their  Force,  from  most  of  those  Felons 
lining  with   them  in   tlieir    Piratical    undertakings. 
/^  however,  and  eight  others,  absolutely  refusing 
>»tm  the   Paper,  which  contained  the  Pirates'  en- 
^[enicnc.   and    Articles    for   better   pursuing    thi 
It^ns.  tliese  Nine  were,  according  to  the  barbaroua 
Bcbce  of  those  kind  of  People,   Marooned,   that  i^' 
It  on    Share   on    an    uninhabited    Island.     They, 
aoDtding  to  the  custom  ol    People  in  such  distress, 
Be  obliged   to  rub   two  dry  Sticks    together   till 
/  look  Fire,  and  with  great  difficulty,  gathered 
i  nuny  other  Sticks  as  made  a  Fire  large  enough 
I  yield  litem  some  Relief  from  the  inclemency 
IVcathcr.     They  caught   with  Springs  made 
:-bair  Wig  some    Fowls,  which  were  vei 
I  of  a  fisny  taste,  but  after  three  or  foi 
bey    became  acquainted    with    the   Springs, 
c    never  afterwards    to    be    taken    by    thi 
Their   next    Resource    for    Food    was   ai»] 
which    burrowed   in    the    Ground    liki 
but  the   Flesh   of  these  proving  unwhoh 
,  thruw  lllem  in  such  dangerous  Fluxes, 
Ht  vi  the  Nine  were  itearce  able  to  go ;   thi 
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it  his  Trial  there  arose  a  doubt  whether  the  Fact 
had  committed  was  not  pardoned  by  the  Act  of 
emnit\'  then  lately  granted.  However,  the  re- 
1  of  his  former  Conviction  being  produced,  the 
irt,  ordered  he  should  be  indicted  for  returning 
tout  lawful  Cause ;  on  which  Indictment  he  was 
victed  upon  full  proof,  condemned,  and  shordy 
ar  ordered  for  Execution.  During  the  space  he  lay 
ler  Sentence,  he  expressed  much  penitence  for  his 
ner  ill -spent  Life  ;  and  together  with  yames 
iding^  who  was  in  the  same  unhappy  State  with 
iself,  read  and  prayed  witji  the  rest  of  the  Prison- 
This  Reculing  had  been  concerned  in  abundance 
Robberies,  and  as  he  owned  in  some  which  were 
aided  with  Murder.  He  acknowledged  he  knew 
the  killing  Mr.  Philpot,  the  Surveyor  of  the 
ndow-lights,  at  the  perpetration  of  which  Fact, 
\ding  said  there  were  three  Persons  present,  tvv'O 
whom  he  knew,  but  as  to  the  third  could  say 
hing.  This  Malefactor,  though  but  35  years  of 
e,  was  a  verj'  old  Offender,  and  had  in  his  Life- 
e  been  concerned  with  most  of  the  notorious 
ngs  that  at  that  Time  were  in  Englanely  some  of 
om  he  had  impeached  and  hanged  for  his  own 
ser\'ation  ;  but  was  at  last  convicted  for  robbing  in 
mpany  with  two  others,  George  BroTonsioorth  of  a 
Itch  and  other  things  of  considerable  Value, 
ween  Islington  and  the  Turnpike,  and  for  it  was 
xnited  at  Tyburn,  the  i  ith  of  September,  i  721,  to- 
her  with  yohn  Meff  aforesaid,  then  in  the  40/// 
aur  of  his  Age. 
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\\  is  an  observation  which  must  be  ob\TOi 
Co  all  my  Readers,  that  few  who  adili 
thtmsclves  to  robbing  and  stealir^.  eW 
'  continue  long  in  the  Practice  of  the 
Crimes,  but  they  are  overtaken  by  J  ustice.  not  seUa 
as  soon  as  they  set  out.  He  had  been  bred  a  Ph 
tcrer,  but  seems  to  have  fallen  verj-  early  into 
Courses  and  felonious  Methods  of  getting  Money, 
which  horrid  Practice  he  spent  his  Years ;  till  taicb 
up  with  an  old  Woman,  who  sold  Brandy  up 
Fimhley-Commou,  she  sometimes  (lersuaded  him 
late  Years  to  work  at  his  Trade. 
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^itions  alone,  ha\nng  alwa\-s  great  Aversion  for 
i  Confederacies  in  \'illainy,  which  we  call 
2[s  ;  in  which  he  alwaj-s  affirmed  diere  was  litde 
y.  nonvidistanding  any  Oath  by  which  they 
It  bind  themselves  to  Secrecy  ;  for  notwith- 
iing  some  Instances  of  their  n^lecting  Re%\'ards, 
1  they  were  to  be  obtained  by  betraying  their 
panions,  yet  when  Life  came  to  be  touched  they 
ly  ever  failed  of  betra>nng  all  they  knew.  Yet 
nee  receded  from  the  Resolution  he  had  made  of 
r  robbing  anybody  in  Company  ;  and  went  out 
Night  with  t\io  others  of  the  same  Occupation 
rds  /sltHgtoH.  There  they  met  with  one  Symiol 
rrs^  whom  they  robbed  of  a  Watch,  a  pair  of 
r  Spurs,  and  four  shillings  in  Money :  at  the 
r  time  treating  him  verj-  ill,  and  terrifying  him 
their  Pistols. 

>r  this  Fact  soon  after  it  was  done,  tlig^/n'  was 
rfiended,  and  at  the  ensuing  Sessions  Convicted. 
31  all  hopes  of  Life  were  lost,  he  seemed  disposed 
iffer  that  Death,  to  which  the  Law  had  doomed 
with  cheerfulness  and  resignation.  He  said  in 
midst  of  his  Afflictions,  i/  uhjs  sanu  com/art  to 
that  he  had  ho  Children  who  might  be  exposed  by 
Death  to  the  xcide  Ji  \>r/d ;  not  only  in  a  helpless 
desjlate  Condition,  but  also  liable  to  the  Rejlections 
hit  from  his  Crimes.  He  also  obser\'ed  that 
immediate  Hand  of  Providence,  seemed  to  dis- 
le  whatever  wicked  Persons  got  by  Rapine  and 
der  so  as  not  only  to  prevent  their  acquiring  a 
listance,  which  might  set  them  above  the  neces- 
€if  continuing  in  such  Courses,  but  that  they 
I  wanted  Bread  to  support  them,  when  overtaken 
ustice.    H  e  was  near  Forty  Years  of  Age  at  the 
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I  time  of  his  Death,  which  happened  on  the  8 
Iwith  the  Malefactors  last  mentioned. 


,^jO<3^^^^^^^3C-S6- 


rite    Life   ./WlLMAM    CaSILV,  (7    Roi 

I^SSHILLIAM   CASEY,    whose    Life 
ff  i  mnM  '^'^'4^'^':"*""'-"'  prt-sent  Discourse,  wasaS 
^»UMM  of  one  of  the  same  Name,  a  Soldier,  kI 
"^■""^  had  served  his  Majesty  long,  and  withg^ 
Reputation.      As  is  usual  amongst  diat  sort  of  Peod 
tlie  Education  he  gave  his  Son  was  such  as  mighl 
him  for  the  same  course  of  Life,  though  he  at 
same  time  took  care  to  provide  him  with  a  tolen 
competency  of  Learning,  that  is,  as  to  Writing,! 
reading  English.     When  he  was  about  sixteen  yi 
of  Age,  his  Father  caused  him  to  be  enlisted  iD 
same  Company  in  which  he  served   for  some  s 
Time,    before    my    Lord    Cobhmifs  Hxpedidon 
Spain,  in  which  he  accompanied  him.     That  £x] 
tion  being  over,  Casey  returned  into  EHglatid,^ 
did  Duty  as  usual  in  the  Guards. 

One  Night  he  witll  some  others  crossing  the/ 
a  Fray  happened  between  them  and  one  johnS^ 
which  as  Casey  affirmed  at  his  Death  was  occa»l 
by  the  Prosecutor  Stones  offering  \'er)'  great  J 
cencies  to  him  ;  upon  which,  they  in  a  Furybeaf 
abused  him.  from  the  abhorrence  they  pretendc 
have  for  that  Reastly  and  unnatural  Sin  of  Snk 
Whether  Uiis  was  really  the  Case  or  no,  is  ha 
determine,  all  who  were  concerned  in  it  with  t 
Jjcing  indicted  (Uioj^h  not  aj^^r^Mgg^iWil^^l 
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hat  matter  was.  Stone  the  Prosecutor  told  a  dreadful 
•torv"  on  CastYS  Trial :  he  said  the  four  Men  attacked 
im  crossing  the  Par/r,  who  Beat,  and  cnielly  trod 
pon,  and  wounded  him ;  taking  from  him  at  the 
ame  time  his  Hat,  Wig,  Neckcloth,  and  five  shillings 
1  Money  ;  and  that  upon  his  rising,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  toUow  them,  they  turned  back,  stamped  upon 
im^  broke  one  of  his  Ribs,  and  told  him,  tAat  if  he 
Uampted  to  stir,  they  u\mld  seize  him  and  Swear 
iodomy  n^m  him.  On  this  Indictment  Casey  was 
pon\*icted,  and  ordered  for  Execution,  notvvithstand- 
^  all  the  Intercession  his  Friends  could  make. 

He  complained  heavily  while  under  Sentence  of 
ke  pains  a  certain  Corporal  had  taken  in  preparing 
|k1  pressing  the  Evidence  against  him.  He  said,  his 
^igeme  proceaied  not  from  any  desire  of  doing  fns- 
inr.  or  his  deing^  any  xi\iy  eonz*ineed  of  his  (Casey's) 
rifi/A  ^nt  from  an  old  grudge  he  oived  their  Family^ 
rom  Casey  s  Father  threatening  to  Proseeute  him  for 
I  Rape  eommitted  on  his  Daughter^  theti  very  J  oung^ 
mi  attended  xcith  z*eryentel  Ciratmstances;  andxchieh 
mm  M^  Corporal  himself  had  in  part  atoned  in  a  Letter 
r  kail  u*rote  to  the  said  Casev*s  Father.  However, 
rhile  he  lay  in  A'^etcgate,  he  seemed  heartily  affected 
rith  Sorrow  for  his  mispent  Life,  which  he  said,  zoas 
mammed^  as  is  too  frequent  among  Soldiers,  either  in 
USErwxf  or  llee.  He  added,  that  in  Spain  he  had 
lade  serious  Resolutions  with  himself  of  Amendment, 
JK  was  hindered  from  performing  them  by  his  Com- 
who  were  continually  seducing  him  into  his 
Courses.  When  he  found  that  all  hopes  of  Life 
lost,  he  dis|x>sed  himself  to  submit  with  Decency 

Ins  Fate,  which  Disposition  he  preser\eil  to  the 
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At  the  Place  of  Execution  he  behaved  with  ^ 
Composure,  and  satd,  That  as  he  had  heard  he  vs 
aeensed  in  Ou  M  'orld  of  Imz-ing  robbed  and  murder 
a  Woman  in  Hyde-Park,  he  judged  it  prop»r  to  A 
charge  his  Conseieiue.  by  declaring  thai  ke  knew  netki 
of  the  Murder,  but  said  nothing  as  to  the  Robba 
He  was  at  the  time  of  his  Death,  which  was  on  ti 
1  ith  of  September,  1721,  about  t»"enty  Years  of  A| 
and  according  to  the  Character  his  Officers  gave  tu 
a  verj- quiet  and  orderly  young  Man.  He  left  behii 
him  a  Paper  to  be  Published  to  the  World,  whidi. 
he  was  a  d)ing  Man  he  averred  to  be  Truth. 

A  Copy  of  a  Paper  left  by  William  Casct. 
Good  People. 

/  am  now  brought  to  this  Plaee,  to  Suffer  a  shan 
ful  and  ignominious  Death  ;  and  of  all  such  unkap 
Persons,  it  is  expected  by  the  World  they  should  eilk 


Wii.i.iAM  Casey,  a  Richer, 


6^ 


/  taJbt  this  Opportufiity.  zcit/i  almifst  my  hist  Brmth, 
>  /TTT  mv  k&xrtv  tAanJks  to  the  honourahlt  CoL  Pitts, 
mJ  CoL  Pagitt,  /or  their  Endcai\mrs  to  sai^e  my  Life; 
md  indeed  I  had  some  smali  hopes  that  his  Majesty  in 
msideratioH  of  the  Serz^iees  o/my  tcho/e  Family  haz^ 
^aJJ  ieen  faiih/ul  Soldiersand  Servants  to  the  Crown 
f  England,  Zi\w/d  hazr  extended  ofte  Braneh  of  his 
ierey  to  me.  and  haze  sent  me  to  hazr  serz'ed  hifn  in 
mother  Country  ;  but  zoeleome  be  the  Graee  of  God.  I 
m  resigned  to  his  II  ^i/t.  and  die  in  Charity  zvith  all 
\fen.  ft^gi^'ifg  hoping  to  beforgizm  myself  through 
\e  Xferits  of  my  blessod  Saz'iour  Jesus  Christ  I  hope, 
md  make  it  my  earnest  Request,  that  no  Body  will  be 
9  little  Christian  as  to  reflect  on  my  aged  Parents. 
Vife.  Brother,  or  Sisters,  for  my  untimely  end.  And 
pray  God.  into  zchose  Hands  I  commend  my  Spirit. 
iat  the  great  ^Vumber  cy*  Sodomites  in  and  about  this 
ytr  and  Suburbs,  may  not  bring  dozen  the  same  yudg- 
umtfrom  //atzm.  as  fell  on  Sodom  and  Gomorrah. 

William  Casey. 


The  Life  of  ]o\\s  Dykes,  a  prizaie  Thief  and 

Highziaynutn. 

is  a  Reflection  almost  too  common  to  be 
repeated,  that  of  all  the  \'ices  to  which 
young  People  are  addicted,  nothing  is  so 
dangerous  as  a  habit  and  inclination  to 
taung.  To  explain  this  would  be  to  swell  a 
Voliiine:  instances  which  are  so  numerous,  do  it  much 
kiter  than  perhaps  this  unhappy  Person,  john  Dykes. 
lEhose  case  is  as  strong  a  one  as  is  any  where  to  be 

I  F 
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met  vith.  His  Parents  were  Persons  in  midf 
Circumstances  :  but  he  being  their  Eldest  Child, 
treated  him  with  great  Indulgence,  and  Xo  the  C 
menc  ot  their  own  Fortune,  aff(»ded  him  a  nece 
Education.  When  he  grew  up,  and  his  Fri 
thouj^t  ot  placing  him  out  Apprentice,  he  al 
found  some  excuse  or  other  to  avoid  it,  which  \ 
only  from  his  great  Indolence  of  Temper,  and  his 
tinual  Itching  al'ter  Gaming.  When  he  had  M< 
he  went  to  the  Gaming  Tables  about  Town ; 
when  reduced  by  Losses  sustained  there,  woult 
on  an  old  ragged  Coat  and  get  out  to  play  at  CI 
and  Span-Farthing.  amor^t  the  Bon's  in  the  S' 
by  which  sometimes  he  got  Money  enough  to  j 
his  old  Companions  again  ;  but  this  being  a  ver 
certain  resource,  he  made  use  more  frequently  of 
ing  of  Pockets,  for  which  being  several  times  a 
hended.  and  committed  to  Bridewell,  his  Fri 
xiallv  his  tKtor  Father,  would  often  demo: 
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Practices,  and  for  them  shared  the  same  Punishment 
irith  himself.  They  were  pretty  much  of  a  Temper, 
but  jfeddediah  was  the  Elder,  and  much  the  more 
subtle  of  the  two,  and  in  this  unhappy  Place  they 
contracted  a  strict  and  intimate  Friendship.  Jeddc- 
iiah^  out  of  Shame,  forbore  for  two  or  three  Daj's  to 
acquaint  his  Relations,  and  during  that  Time  for  the 
most  part  subsisted  out  of  what  Dykes  got  from 
home :  but  at  last,  M  ^est  picked  up  courage  enough 
Id  send  to  his  Brother,  a  verj-  eminent  Man  in 
Business,  and  by  telling  a  plausible  Stor\%  procured 
not  only  Pit\'  and  Relief,  but  even  prevailed  on  him 
to  believe  that  he  was  innocent  of  the  Fact  for  which 
lie  was  committed,  and  so  well  tutored  his  Friend 
Dykes  that  though  he  could  not  persuade  his  Parents 
into  the  same  D^jee  of  Credulity*,  yet  his  outward 
appearance  of  Penitence  induced  them  not  only  to 
Pardon  him,  but  to  take  him  home,  give  him  a  new- 
suit  of  Clothes,  and  promise  him,  if  he  continued  to 
do  well,  whatever  was  in  their  Power  to  do  for  him. 
Dykes  and  his  Companion  being  in  favour  with 
their  Friends,  and  having  Money  m  their  Pockets, 
continued  their  Correspondence  and  went  often  to 
the  gaming  Tables  together.  At  first  they  had  a  con- 
ddwable  run  of  Luck,  for  about  three  Weeks,  but 
Fortune  then  forsaking  them,  they  were  reduced  to 
be  down-right  Penniless,  without  any  hopes  of  Relief 
or  Assistance  from  their  Friends  sufficient  to  cam* 
on  their  Expences,  West  at  last  proposed  an  Ex- 
[fedient  for  raising  Money,  which  lay  altogether  upon 
;innself,  and  which  he  the  next  Day  executed  in  the 
t|liflowing  Manner. 

'    About  the  Time  that  he  knew  his  Brother  was  to 
'tome  home  from  the  Exc/tan^e  to  Dinner,  he  went 
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to  his  House  equipped  in  a  Sailor's  Pea-Jacket,  1; 
Hair  cropped  short  to  his  Ears,  his  Eye-broi 
coloured  black,  and  a  Handkerchief  about  his  Nee 
His  Brother  as  soon  as  he  saw  him  in  the  Countin 
house,  started  back,  and  cried,  bless  me !  yeddedk 
how  came  you  in  this  pickle  ?  He,  with  all  the  Sig 
of  Grief  attd  Confusion,  threw  himself  at  hisBrotliei 
Feet,  and  told  him  with  a  Flood  of  Tears,  that  ti 
Coiners  who  liad  accidently  seen  him  in  Bridewe 
Itad  Sworn  {on  their  Apprehension)  against  him  a) 
three  otlurs  in  order  on  tJu  jnerit  tliereofto  be  admUt 
E'oidemes  to  get  off  themselves  ;  so  that.  Dear  Broth 
(eontittued  be)  I  have  been  obliged  to  take  a  Passage 
a  Vessel  that  goes  down  next  Tide  to  Gravesend,  for 
have  ran  the  liazard  of  my  Life,  to  come  and  beg  ym 
Charitable  Assistance,  The  poor  honest  Man  was 
much  amazed  and  concerned  at  this  melancho 
'I';ilc,  that  bursting  out  into  Tears,  and  hanging  abo 
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ince  from  his  Brother,  until  after  his  Friend  Dykes 
^as  Hanged. 

This  last  mentioned  Malefactor,  unmoved  with  all 
le  tender  Entreaties  of  his  Friends,  and  the  glaring 
rospect  before  him  of  his  own  Ruin,  went  still  on  at 
le  old  Rate;  and  whenever  Gaming  had  brought 
im  low  in  Cash,  took  up  with  the  Road,  or  some 
iich  like  honest  method  to  Recruit  it  At  last  he 
ad  the  ill-luck  to  commit  a  Robberj'  in  Stepney 
^arish,  in  the  Road  between  Mile-cfid  and  BaKK 
pon  one  C/iarles  IVright,  to  whose  Bosom  clapping 

Pistol,  he  commanded  him  to  deliver  peaceably, 
r  he  would  shoot  him  through  the  Body.  The 
tooty  he  took  was  very  inconsiderable,  being  only 

Pen-knife,  an  ordinary  Seal,  and  five  shillings  and 
ight-pence  in  Money,  a  poor  Price  for  Life,  since 
ithin  two  Days  after  he  was  Apprehended  for  this 
Lobber)',  committed  to  Newgate,  and  condemned 
le  next  Sessions. 

His  Behaviour  under  these  unhappy  Circumstances 
as  verj'^  mean,  and  such  as  fully  shewed  what 
ifference  there  is  between  the  Courage  and  that 
Resolution  which  is  necessary  to  support  the  Spirits, 
lid  calm  our  Apprehensions  at  the  certain  approach, 
specially  of  a  violent  Death.  I  forbear  attempting 
ny  description  of  those  unutterable  Torments  which 
le  exterior  Marks  of  a  distracted  Behaviour  fully 
bewed  that  this  poor  wretch  endured.  And  as  I 
ave  nothing  more  to  add  of  him,  but  that  he 
confessed  his  having  been  guilty  of  a  multitude  of 
I  Acts :  he  submitted  at  last  with  greater  cheerful- 
less  than  he  had  ever  shewn  during  his  Confinement, 
d  diat  shameful  Death  which  the  Law  had  ordained 
or  his  Crimes,  on  the  23rd  of  October,  1721,  when 
le  was  about  the  23rd  year  of  his  Age. 
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The  Life  of  Richard  James,  a  Highwaymaf, 

1HE  Misfortune  of  not  having  early 
virtuous  Education,  is  very  often  so  gn 
a  One,  as  never  to  be  retrieved ;  and 
happens  frequently  (as  far  as  human  Caj 
city  will  }five  us  leave  to  Judge)  that  those  pro 
remarkably  wicked  and  profligate  for  want  of  it,  w 
if  tli(!y  had  been  so  happy  as  to  have  received 
would  probably  have  led  an  honest  and  industric 
l,if<-.  I  am  led  to  this  observation  at  present, 
the  Materials  which  lay  before  me,  for  the  compo 
tioii  of  this  Life.  Richard  yavies  was  the  Son  ol 
Nobleman's  Cook,  but  he  knew  litde  more  of  ; 
l''athcr,  tlian  that  he  left  him  while  very  Yc 
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Adventures.  The  Woman's  Friends  were  as  much 
isobliged  as  his ;  and  so  not  knowing  how  to  subsist 
jgether,  Ru'Aani  was  obliged  to  betake  him  to  his 
Id  Profession  of  the  Sea.  The  first  \'oyage  he 
ladc  was  to  the  IVesi  /iu/ies,  where  he  had  the 
Itsfortune  to  be  taken  bv  the  Pirates,  and  bv  them 
cii^  set  on  Shore,  was  reduced  almost  to  downright 
brving;  however,  begging  his  way  to  Boston  in 
Krw  Emglamd^  he  from  thence  found  a  Method  of 
etuming  Home  once  again. 

The  first  thing  he  did  was  to  enquire  for  his  Wife ; 
rt  she,  under  the  Pretence  of  having  received 
Ldviires  of  his  Death  from  Ameriia,  had  gotten 
■odier  Husband ;  and  though  poor  ya99us  was 
riflings  to  pass  by  that,  yet  the  Woman  it  seems 
Bcw  better  when  she  was  well  off;  and  under 
Vctence  of  Affection  for  two  Children  which  she 
ad  by  this  last  Husband,  absolutely  refused  to  leave 
im  and  return  back  to  Diik,  her  first  Spouse. 
lowever  he  did  not  seem  to  have  taken  this  much 
»  Heart,  for  in  a  short  time  he  followed  her  Example 
lid  married  another  Wife ;  but  however,  findinof  no 
lediod  of  procuring  an  honest  Livelihood,  he  took 
>  a  short  Slethod  of  living,  viz..  to  Thieving,  after 
wrv  Manner  that  came  in  his  Wav.  He  committed 
vast  Number  of  Robberies  in  a  ver\-  short  Space, 
bieliy  upon  Waggoners  in  the  Oxford  Road,  and 
QBiedmes  as  if  there  were  not  Crime  enouvrh  in  bare 
bobbii^  them,  he  added  to  it  by  the  cruel  Manner 
i  vhich  he  treated  them.  At  this  Rate  he  went  on 
•r  a  considerable  Space,  till  being  apprehendetl  for 
f^Robb^'  of  a  Man  on  HaHzcell  Gnrn,  fa^m  whom 
le  took  but  ten  Shillings,  he  was  shortly  after  con- 
lided.  and  having  no  Friends,  from  that  time  laid 
side  all  hopes  of  Life. 


■  *  '.'^i  z->  prtrparc  himit:ll 
~.-  ■-ir  ■"-■■-:  b'^in;,^  tith(;rit:rri 
1  7.  L~  j:  he  i'.iskeii  upon  ii 
-;—  i  ver\-  troublesome 
■■■  :-j~-'-.  ■.v::h  all  outward  ajif 
i:  - .  -A  .:\d  n'.>:  even  it'  ii  i 
.1  K.-. :.  rrvr.  i  -r  avoiJ  that  L> 
-  .  -.  j  r-.TT'.-.-ay  fur  tho-^t  I 
-■.-..:— >rv:  Lir''-;  a  Hurd>;n. 
'.':  -^:-.::-;-:  in  th-  Uiiti- 
-.  :  ■  ..:t>  -^.-  r..'Lhin;,'  else  iha 
■•  ■  "  i-  r;rr.f  ar.J  hi>  melanc 
:  A  ■■.\  >.  r?.  .  jp.'i  nf-ver  tron 
::■  —  -i-.-wri:  any  chanj^e  ir 
-:-..-■.•:  >::'.;  raciier  to  wisi 
L*     :.      H-L'   rr.iM  a   \t:r\'  a: 

■•      K   ^'l  ■r.-Hr-S    hr.'     Hdi-I     CVfr    (. 

:.:'  a':"v-.-  al!  rV-r  the  Inhum; 
■'■■:'.-  >.c  :~.,id  s.,im'--cimcs  trt 


Richard  James,  a  Higlnvayman,  73 

Hell  under  of  dying  so  ignominious  a  Death,  he  no 
lless  pitied  them  in  the  Dangers  and  Misfortunes 
iliiey  were  sure  to  run  through  in  this  miserable 
ifWorld.  He  was  at  the  Time  of  his  Death,  about  30 
iyears  of  Age,  and  Suffered  on  the  same  Day  with 
die  Criminal  last  mentioned. 


The  Life  ^  James  Wright,  a  Highwayman. 

AMES  WRIGHT,  the  Malefactor  whose 
Life  we  are  going  to  relate  at  present,  was 
bom  at  Enjield,  of  verj-  honest   Parents, 
who  that  he  might  get  his  Living  honestly 
t  him  Apprentice  to  a  Pcruke-Maker,  to  which 
fade,  after  having  served  his  Time,  he  set  up  in  the 
Old-Bailey y  and  lived  there  for  some  Time  in  good 
'Credit ;  but  being  much  given  up  to  Women,  and  an 
idle  habit  of  Life,  his  Expences  quickly  out  went  his 
'  Profits ;  and  this  in  the  Space  of  some  Months  re- 
duced him  to  down-right  want,  which  put  him  upon 
the  illegal  Ways  he  afterwards  took  to  support  him- 
self in  the  enjoyment  of  those  Pleasures,  which  even 
the  Evils  he  had  already  felt  could  not  make  him 
Wise  enough  to  Shun. 

He  was  very  far  from  being  a  hardened  Criminal, 
bardly  ever  robbing  a  Passenger  without  Tears  in 
Us  Eyes,  and  always  framing  Resolutions  to  himself 
!of  quitting  that  infamous  manner  of  Life,  as  soon  as 
«ver  it  should  be  in  his  Power.     He  fancied  that  as 
ie  Rich  could  better  spare  it  than  the  Poor,  there 
las  less  Crime  in  taking  it  from  them  ;  and  thereupon 
alued  himself  not  a  little  that  he  had  never  injured 
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any  iK)or  Man,  but  always  singled  out  those  who  froai 
their  Equipai^e  were  likeliest  to  yield  him  a  good 
Booty,  and  at  the  same  time  not  be  much  the  woi 
for  it  themselves.  He  had  gone  on  for  a  consideraUa 
space  in  the  Commission  of  V'itlanies  with  impunity 
but  at  last  beinjj  apprehended  for  a  Robbery  by 
him  committed  in  the  County  of  Surrey,  he  was 
indicted  and  tried  at  the  ensuing  Assizes  at  Kingston, 
and  by  some  means  or  other,  was  so  lucky  as  to  be 
acquitted,  no  doubt  to  his  very  great  joy  ;  and  on 
this  Deliverance  he  again  renewed  his  Vows  of 
Amendment. 

A  Friend  of  his,  after  this  acquittal,  was  so  kind  as 
to  take  him  down  to  his  House  in  the  Country;r 
hopes  of  keeping  out  of  harm's  way  ;  and  indeed^ 
highly  probable  that  he  had  totally  given  overall 
intentions  of  that  Sort,  when  he  was  unfortunaO 
impeached  by  Hawkins,  one  of  his  old  Companions, 
id  on  his,  and  the  Evidence  of  the  Prosecutor 
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llie  Robbing  Mr.  Torcers.  with  some  !-adies  in  -i 
Coach  in  Marlborough-street.  He  confessed  also,  l' 
his  Com|Kinion  callcil  out  to  him,  Wliat !  do  thd 
resist  ?  Shoot  em.  He  Suffered  with  all  the  outwan 
Signs  of  Ptnitence.  on  the  22nd  o{  Daanber.  \^i^ 
lut  34  years  of  Aye. 

The  Life  q/"  Nathaniki.  Hawk^,  a   Thtcf  a 
Robber. 

BMONGST  many  odd  notions  whicli  art 
\  picked  up  by  the  common  People,  there  is 
none  more  danj^crous,  both  to  themselves 
'  and  to  others,  than  the  Idea  they  get  of 
\  which  with  them  consists  either  in  a  fiirioiis 
s  or  an  obstinate  I'erseverance,  even  in  the 
Cause.  Nailmnid  Halves  was  a  very  extra- 
r>'  Instance  of  this,  as  the  following  part  of  his 
i  shew.  He  was,  as  he  said  himself,  the  Son 
t  a  ver\'  rich  Grazier  in  Norfolk,  who  dying  when 
I  was  iMit  a  year  Old,  he  pretended  that  he  was 
ludcd  of  a  great  part  of  his  Father's  Effects, 
Ihich  should  have  belonged  to  him  ;  however,  those 
look  care  of  his  Hdiication  put  him  out  Ap- 
ticc  to  an  I  'pholslcrer.  with  whom  he  served 
t  four  Years.  He  then  fell  into  very  expensive 
■ny,  which  reduced  him  to  such  straits  as 
1  him  to  make  lx)ld  with  his  Master's  Cash,  by 
1  he  injured  him  for  some  time  with  Impunity, 
I  proccding  at  List  to  the  Commission  of  a  down- 
;  Koblicn'.  he  was  therein  Metected.  Tried  and 
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Convicted  ;  but  being  then  \txy  young  the  Cow 
Ptt>'  on  him,  and  he  had  the  good  luck  to  proi 
Pardon. 

Xatt  made  the  old  use  of  Mercj-,  when  extent 
such  sort  of  People,  th^  is,  when  he  return 
Liberty  he  returned  to  his  old  Practices.  His 
panions  were  several  young  Men  of  the  same  5 
with  himself,  who  placed  all  their  delight  in  the 
sual  and  brutal  Pleasures  of  Drinkii^.  Ca 
Whoring,  and  Idling  about  without  betaking 
selves  to  any  Business.  \ait,  who  was  a  young  F 
naturally  sprightly  and  of  good  Parts,  from  t 
became  ver>'  acceptable  to  these  sort  of  Peoplt 
committed  abundance  of  Robberies  in  a  ver\' 
space  of  Time.  The  natural  Fire  of  his  T< 
made  him  behave  with  great  boldness  on  such 
sions.  and  gave  him  no  small  Reputation  among 
Gan;^'.      Jlaues   ^teing    lii::. •.■-.:    ■  vir.;.  ^^.;..:  ■. 
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pven  him  success,  that  there  is  no  wonder  a  Fellow 
tf  his  small  Parts  and  Education  should  conceive  30 
ijghly  of  himself.  It  was  nothing  for  Hawes  singly  to 
fjdb  a  Coach  full  of  Gentlemen,  to  stop  two  or  three 
^lersons  on  the  Highway  at  a  Time,  or  to  rob  the 
ikTaggons  in  a  line  as  they  came  on  the  Oxford  Road 
pi  London,  nor  was  there  any  of  the  little  Prisons  or 
bridewells  that  could  hold  him. 

There  was  however  an  Adventure  of  Natfs  of  this 
pnd  that  deserves  a  particular  Relation.  He  had,  it 
|eems,  been  so  unlucky  as  to  be  taken,  and  committed 
to  New-prison,  on  suspicion  of  robbing  two  Gentle- 
lien  in  a  Chaise  coming  from  Hampstead.  Halves 
liewed  well  the  Place  of  his  Confinement,  but  found 
|k  much  too  strong  for  any  Attempts  like  those  he  was 
wont  to  make.  In  the  same  place  with  himself  and 
RiK>the;r  Man,  there  was  a  Woman  very  genteely 
dressed  who  had  been  committed  for  Shop-lifting. 
This  Woman  seemed  even  more  ready  to  attempt 
lomething  which  might  get  her  out  of  that  Confine- 
nent  than  either  Hawes  or  her  other  Companion;  the 
btter  said  it  was  impracticable,  and  Natt,  that  though 
be  had  broke  open  many  a  Prison,  yet  he  saw  no 
probability  of  putting  this  in  the  Number.  Well  (said 
die  Woman),  have  you  courage  enough  to  try,  if  I  put 

ru  in  the  way?  Yes  (quoth  Hawes),  there*s  nothing 
won  t  undertake  for  Liberty  ;  and,  said  the  other 
Fellow,  if  I  once  saw  a  likelihood  of  performing  it, 
jiiere's  nobody  has  better  Hands  at  such  work  than 
taiyself.  In  the  first  place,  said  this  Politician  in  Petti- 
pAls,  we  must  raise  as  much  Money  amongst  us  as 
1  keep  a   very  good  P'ire.     Why  truly    (replied 
wes)  a  Fire  would  be  convenient  this  cold  Weather, 
c  I  can't  for  my  Heart  see  how  we  should  be  nearer 
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our  Liberty  Tor  it,  unless  you  intend  to  set  the 
in  Flames.  Push  X  push  !  answered  the  \V< 
follow  but  my  Directions,  and  let's  have  some  Fa 
and  Coals,  and  I  warrant  you  by  to  Morrow  M( 
we  shall  be  safe  out  of  these  Regions.  The  W 
spoke  this  with  so  much  Assurance,  that  HKi\ 
the  other  Man  complied,  and  reserving  bu 
Shilling,  laid  out  all  their  Money  in  Combustifali 
Liquor.  While  the  runners  of  ^e  Prison  were 
to  and  fro  uix)n  this  Occasion,  the  Woman  seen 
dejected  that  she  could  scarce  speak,  and  tl 
Men  by  her  Directions  sat  with  the  same  Aira; 
Rope  already  had  been  about  them  at  Tyburn. 
last,  as  they  were  going  to  be  locked  up,  pray 
the  Woman),  with  a  faint  Voice,  can't  you  gii 
something  like  a  Poker  ?  Why  yes,  says  one 
I-ellows  belonging  to  the  Goal,  if  youll  give  me 
pence,  I'll  bring  you  one  of  the  old  Bars  th 
taken  out  of  the  Window,  when  these  new  one 
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jjiv  Two  o'clock  in  the  Mominjj,  they  had  got  them 
H  three  out  and  opened  a  fair  Passage  into  the 
iilreets,  only  that  it  was  a  little  too  high.  The  Woman 
this  made  them  fasten  the  Iron  Bar  strongly  at 
Angle  where  three  Stones  met,  and  then  pulling 
her  Stays,  she  unrolled  from  the  top  of  her  Petti- 
four  j-ards  of  strong  Cord,  the  noose  of  which 
ig  fastened  on  the  Iron,  the  other  end  was  to  be 
wn  over  the  Wall,  and  so  the  Descent  was 
lered  easy.  The  Men  w^ere  equally  pleased  and 
-ized  at  their  good  Fortune,  and  in  Gratitude  to 
Female  Author  of  it,  helped  her  to  the  top  of  the 
'all,  and  let  her  get  safe  over,  before  they  attempted 
iDgo  out  themselves. 

:  It  was  not  long  after  this,  that  Haiixs  committed 
I  Robberj'  on  Fuuhlcy  Common,  upon  one  Richard 
HalL  from  whom  he  took  about  four  Shillings  in 
Honey,  and  to  make  up  the  badness  of  the  Booty, 
he  took  from  him  his  Horse,  in  order  to  be  the  better 
equipped,  to  go  in  quest  of  another,  which  might 
nake  up  the  deficiency.  For  this  Robber}-,  he  being 
dhordy  after  detected  and  apprehended,  he  w^as 
Convicted  and  received  Sentence  of  Death.  When 
Erst  confined,  he  behaved  himself  with  verj-  great 
Levity,  and  declared,  he  would  Merit  a  greater 
Reputation  by  the  boldness  of  his  Behaviour,  than 
iny  Highwayman  that  had  died  these  seven  Years. 
ladeed  this  was  the  Style  he  always  made  use  of, 
ind  the  great  Affectation  of  Intrepidity  and  Resolu- 
lioii,  which  he  always  put  on,  would  have  moved 
pay  Body,  had  it  not  been  for  his  melancholy 
Condition,  to  have  smiled  at  the  X'anity  of  the  Man. 
I  At  the  Time  he  was  taken  up,  he  had  it  seems  a 
|px)d  Suit  c^  Clothes  taken  from  him,  which  put  him 
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so  much  out  of  humour,  because  he  could  not  appe 
(as  he  said)  like  a  Gentleman  at  the  Sessions  Horn 
that  when  he  was  Arraigned,  and  should  have  p 
himself  ujx>n  his  Trial,  he  refused  to  Plead,  unle 
the\'  were  rc-delivered  to  him  again  ;  but  to  this  tl 
Court  answered,  that  it  was  not  in  their  Power;  ai 
on  his  persisting  to  remain  Mute,  after  all  d 
Exhortations  which  were  made  to  him,  the  Court: 
last  ordered  that  the  Sentence  of  the  Press  shod 
be  read  to  him,  as  is  customarj'  on  such  Occa^on 
after  which,  the  yudgc  from  the  Bench  spoke  to  hii 
to  this  Kffecl : 

N  ATii.XMKi,  Hawks. 

The  Equity  of  the  Law  of  England,  vtore  ietidk 
of  the  Lives  of  its  Subjects  than  any  other  in  t 
World,  allows  no  Person  to  be  put  to  Death,  eitk 
un/ieard  or  without  positive  Proof  against  him  i 
the  Fad  whereon  Ite  stands  charged,  and  that  Pr^ 
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K*  has  appointed  for  those  u*ho  stew  to  hatr  lost 
tioMal  Juieti/ties  of  J/en. 

this  //ati^es  impudendy  made  answer :  That 
urt  xoas  formerly  a  pUue  of  yustiee^  btU  now  it 
romeaplaee  of  Injustice ;  that  he  doubted  not 
it  they  xvould  receizr  a  severer  Sentence  than 
kith  they  had  pronounced  uJ>on  him^  and  that 
pirt^  he  nuide  no  question  of  dying  with  the 
'esidution  with  which  he  had  often  beheld  Deaths 
azr  the  IVorld  with  the  same  Courage  with 
he  had  lizYil  in  it. 

/.  diought  this  a  most  glorious  Instance  of  his 
n^  and  when  some  of  his  Companions  said, 
K\  that  he  chose  pressing  because  the  Court 
not  let  him  have  a  good  suit  of  Clothes  to  be 
I  in :  he  replied  with  a  great  deal  of  warmth, 
was  no  such  thing,  but  that  as  he  had  lived 
he  Character  of  the  boldest  Fellow  of  his 
iion  he  was  resolved  to  die  with  it,  and  leave 
mor)-  to  be  admired  by  all  the  Gendemen  of 
oad  in  succeeding  Ages.  This  was  a  Rant 
took  up  the  poor  Fellow's  head,  and  induced 
bear  250  Pound  Weight  upon  his  Breast,  for 
is  of  seven  M  inutes,  and  w*as  much  the  same 
F  Braver)-  with  that  w^hich  induced  the  French 
f  to  dance  a  Minuet  immediately  before  he 
i  his  last  upon  the  WheeL  an  action  which 
90  much  Noise  in  France  that  it  was  compared 
te  death  of  Caio. 

«y  indeed  did  not  persist  quite  so  long,  but 
led  to  that  J  ustice  which  he  saw  was  unavoid- 
fter  he  had  endured  (as  I  have  said  before) 
it  a  weight  in  the  Press,  The  Bruises  he 
d    thereby   on    the   Chest    pained    him    so 
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excf^injfly  durin;;j  the  short  remainder  of  nis 
that  h»;  was  liardK  able  to  perform  those  De%'0 
which  the  near  apjjnuach  of  Death  made  him  c*s 
to  offer  up  for  wj  [iroilij^te  a  Life.  He  laic 
then,  thos*::  wild  Notions  which  had  been  so  \^ 
him  lhrou;<h  the  whole  Course  of  his  Days,  a: 
remarkably  unfortunate  to  him  in  this  last  Aj 
his  Life.  He  confessed  frankly  what  Crimi 
could  remember,  and  seemed  ver\-  desinn 
acquittin;^  some  innocent  Persons,  who  were  ai 
time  imprisfjned  or  suspected  for  certain  Vjli 
which  were  committed  by  Hau.<cs.  and  hi>  G 
particular!)'  a  Footman,  then  in  the  P&uUry  d* 
and  a  Man's  Son  at  an  Ale-house,  who  l2i 
Jla\K-(i  declared  he  knew  no  harm  <A.  yet  at  the 
of  Kxtcution,  he  said  as  he  desired  his  Death  i 
l»e  a  waminjj  to  all  in  general  so  he  wished  it  i 
lie  particulariy  considered  by  him.  though  (as  I 
said)  he  was  fully  convinced  of  the  Fcdh'  of 
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Hj  H  E  R  E  is  not  perhaps  a  greater  misfortune 
9  to  young  People  than  that  too  great  tender- 
H  ness  and  Compassion,  with  which  they  are 
**  treated  in  their  Youth ;  and  those  hopes  of 
dment  which  their  Relations  flatter  themselves 
as  they  grow  up,  which  if  they  would  suffer 
elves  to  be  guided  by  experience,  they  would 
y  find  that  flagitious  Minds  do  but  increase  in 
iness,  as  they  increase  in  Years.  Timely 
ities  therefore,  and  proper  Restraints,  are  the 
Methods  with  which  such  Persons  are  to  be 
i  ;  for  minds  disposed  to  such  gross  Impurities 
ose  which  lead  to  such  wickednesses  as  are 
red  Capital  by  our  Law,  are  seldom  to  be 
led  on  by  gendeness,  or  Admonitions  un- 
ied  by  harsher  Means.  I  am  very  far  from 
an  Advocate  for  great  severities  towards  young 
e;  but  I  confess  in  Cases  like  these,  I  think 
are  as  necessary  as  Amputations,  where  the 
mper  has  spread  so  far,  that  no  Cure  is  to  be 
I  for  by  any  other  means.  If  the  Relations  of 
yofics  had  known  and  practised  these  Methods, 
lighly  probable  he  had  escaped  the  Suffering 
tie  Shame  of  that  ignominious  Death,  to  which 
a  long  persisting  in  his  Crimes  he  came, 
is  Malefactor  was  bom  in  the  Parish  of  St 
wtw,  Hoidorn,  of  Parents  in  tolerable  Circum- 
es,  who,  while  a  Boy  indulged  him  in  all  his  little 
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humours  from  a  wise  Expectation  of  their  droppi 
him  all  at  once  when  he  grew  up.  But  this  Expec 
tion  not  succeeding,  as  it  must  be  owned  there  was 
jjreat  probability  it  should,  they  were  then  for  p 
suading  him  to  settle  in  Business,  which  that  he  m\ 
do  with  less  Rductancy,  they  were  so  kind  to  him 
to  put  htm  out  upon  liking  to  three  or  four  Tradi 
hul  it  hapiKining  unluckily  that  there  was  work  to 
dom-  in  all  of  them,  yoncs  could  not  be  brought  to 
Apprentice  to  any.  but  idled  on  amongst  his  Coin] 
nions  without  ever  thinking  of  applying  to  any  Bt 
noss  whatever.  His  Relations  sent  him  to  S 
another  oild  Academy  to  leam  honesty  at,  and  on 
RoUini  from  thence,  and  refusing  to  go  anymore. 
Rrlatitins  n'fused  to  support  him  any  longer. 

yiick  was  vcr)'  melancholy  on  this  Score,  and  hav 
biit  ciL^htecn  Pence  in  the  World,  when  he  receii 
the   comfortable  Message  of  his  never  having 
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at  he  was  a  new  Comer,  she  conducted  him  into  a 
de  Room,  where  she  entertained  him  with  a  good 
inner,  and  a  Bowl  of  Punch  after  it  Jack  was 
^tfly  taken  with  the  Courtesy  of  his  Landlady, 
K)  promised  him  he  should  never  want  such  Usage, 
td  his  Friend  would  teach  him  in  the  Evening  how 

earn  it 

Evaiing  came,  and  out  walked  the  two  young  Men. 
mck  was  put  upon  nothing  at  that  time,  but  to  ob- 
rve  how  his  Companion  managed.  He  was  a  very 
txterous  Youth;  and  at  seven  o'Clock  Prayers 
deed  up  in  half  an  hour  s  time,  three  good  Hand- 
sdiiefs,  and  a  silver  Snuff-box.  Having  thus  readily 
lewn  him  the  Practice,  he  was  no  less  courteous 

acquainting  ^ofus  with  the  Theory  of  his  Profes- 
Mi,  and  two  or  three  Nights'  work  made  yoncs  a 
ay  complete  Workman  in  their  Way.      He  lived 

this  Rate  for  some  Months,  until  going  with  his 
istnictor  through  King-street,  Westminster,  and 
Lsstng  by  a  Woman  pretty  well  dressed,  sa)^  the 
her  Fellow^  to  J^ofics,  now  mind  Jack,  a  fid  while  I 
stle  her  agaitist  tlu  Wall^  do  you  whip  off /ler  Pocket 
0M£S  performed  tolerably  well,  though  the  Woman 
learned  out,  and  People  were  thick  in  tlie  Street 
Ic  gave  the  Pocket  as  soon  as  he  had  plucked  it  off 
»  his  Comrade,  but  having  felt  it  very  weighty, 
ould  trust  him  no  farther  than  the  first  By-Alley 
dbre  they  stepped  in  to  examine  its  Contents. 
Tiey  had  scarce  found  their  Prize  consisted  of  no 
lore  than  a  small  Prayer  Book,  a  needle  Case,  and 
LsSver  Thimble,  when  the  Woman,  widi  the  Mob  at 
ler  Heels,  bolted  upon  them  and  seized  them. 
fmus  had  the  Pocket  in  his  hand  when  they  laid 
kold  of  him,  and  his  Associate  no  sooner  perceived 
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the  Danger,  but  he  clapped  hold  of  him  by  the 
Collar  and  cried  out  as  loud  as  any  of  the  Mob,  ay 
ay,  this  is  he,  good  Woman  ;  is  not  this  yoiir  Pocket  f 
By  this  stratagem  he  escaped,  and  fones  w-as  left  to 
feel  the  whole  weight  of  the  punishment  which  was 
ready  to  fall  upon  them.  He  was  immediately 
committed  to  Prison,  and  the  Offence  being  capital 
in  its  Nature,  he  was  at  the  next  Sessions  condemned, 
and  though  he  always  buoyed  himself  up  with  hopes 
of  the  contrary,  was  ordered  for  Execution.  He  n-as 
dreadfully  amazed  at  Death,  as  being  indeed  very 
unfit  to  die.  However,  when  he  found  it 
inevitable,  he  began  to  prepare  for  it  as  well  as  be 
was  able.  His  Relations  afforded  him  now  some 
little  Relief,  and  after  having  made  as  ample  z 
Confession  as  he  was  able,  he  suffered  at  Tyburm 
with  the  two  above  mentioned  Malefactors.  Hawa 
and  Wright,  being  then  but  a  little  above  19  yean 
of  A 
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r  anentertaining  to  the  Reader  if  I  mention.  The 
Army  Ipng  encamped  almost  over  against  that  of 
die  Frefuh  King,  Foraging  was  become  very 
dangerous,  and  hardly  a  Party  went  out  without  a 

.  Skirmish,     yohns  Master,  the  Captain,  having  been 

r  out  with  a  Party,  and  being  overpowered  by  the 
Frefu/i^  were  obliged  to  leave  their  Trusses  behind 

^them.  When  they  returned  to  the  Camp,  Smith 
was  ordered  to  lead  his  Masters  Horse  out  into  the 
Fields  between  the  two  Camps,  that  the  poor  Creature 
Blight  be  able  to  pick  up  a  little  Pasture,  yo/tn  had 
not  attended  his  Horse  long  before  at  the  distance 
of  about  half  a  Mile,  he  saw  a  boy  leading  tvvo  others 
at  the  foot  of  a  Hill,  which  joined  to  the  Fretuh 
Fortification.  As  yohns  Livery  was  yellow,  and  he 
spoke  Walloon  bad  enough  to  be  taken  for  a  Frauh- 
wuiKj  he  ventured  to  stake  the  Captain*s  Horse  down 
where  it  was  feeding,  and  without  the  least  Appre- 
hension of  the  Risk  he  run,  went  across  to  the  Fellow 
who  was  feeding  his  Horses  under  the  French  Lines. 
He  proceeded  with  so  much  Caution,  that  he  was 
within  a  Stone's  throw  of  the  Boy,  before  he  perceived 
him.  The  Lad,  from  the  colour  of  his  Clothes,  and 
the  Place  where  they  were,  immediately  under  the 
French  Camp^  took  him  for  one  of  their  own  People, 
and  therefore  answered  him  very  civilly  when  he 
asked  him  what  o'Clock  it  was,  and  whom  he  belonged 
la?  But  yohn  no  sooner  observed  from  die  Boy's 
taming  his  Horses,  that  the  Hill  lay  again  between 
Aem  and  the  Fretuh  Soldiers  in  sight,  but  clapping 
Itts  Hand  suddenly  upon  the  Boys  Throat,  and 
tripping  up  his  Heels  he  clapped  a  Gag  in  his  Mouth, 
which  he  had  cut  for  that  purpose,  and  leaving  him 
irith  his  Hands  tied  behind  him  ujx^n  the  Ground,  he 
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rode  clear  off  with  the  best  of  the  Horses,  notwith- 
standing the  Boy  had  alarmed  the  Fretu/t  Camp,  and 
he  had  some  hundred  Shot  sent  after  him. 

The  Captain  and  Smith  being  out  one  Day  a  Fo- 
raging, and  one  of  the  Officers  of  their  Party  who  was 
known  to  have  a  hundred  Pistoles  about  him,  beiiw 
killed  in  a  Skirmish,  neither  Party  daring  to  bring  ra 
the  Body,  for  fear  of  the  Other,  and  it  being  just 
dark,  each  expected  a  Reinforcement  from  the  CampL 
Smith  told  his  Captain,  that  if  he'd  give  him  one  haf 
of  the  Gold  for  fetching,  he  would  venture  ;  and  hb 
offer  being  gladly  accepted,  he  accordingly  crept  two 
hundred  yards  upon  his  Belly,  picked  the  Puree: 
out  of  the  dead  Man's  Pocket,  and  returned  without' 
being  either  seen  or  suspected. 

When  the  Army  was  disbanded.  Smith  betook  him- 
self to  the  Sea,  and  served  under  Admiral  Byng,  in 
the  Fight  at  Messina ;  but  on  the  Return  of  thai 
F'leet  from  the  Mediterranean,  being  discharged,  he 
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prevent  Murder,  Smith  fired  his  Pistol,  and  unhappily 
dlled  one  Matt/iezo  JValdefiy  who  was  amongst  the 
Number.  The  Mob  immediately  crowded  upon  him 
ind  seized  him,  and  the  Fact  appearing  very  clear  on 
ii&  Trial,  he  was  convicted  at  Uie  next  Sessions  at 
^  Old  Bailey. 

He  behaved  himself  with  great  Resolution,  pro- 
fessed himself  extremely  sorry,  as  well  for  the  many 
Vices  he  had  been  guilty  of,  as  for  that  last  bloody 
Act,  which  brought  him  to  his  shameful  End.  He 
especially  recommended  it  to  all  who  spoke  to  him,  to 
cvoid  the  Snares  and  Delusions  of  lewd  Women;  and 
^at  the  Place  of  Execution  delivered  the  following 
[Piper ;  he  being  about  Forty  Years  of  Age  when  he 
jdicil,  being  the  8th  Day  of  February,  1722,  at 
Tyburn. 

The  Paper  delivered  by  John  Smith  at  the  Place 


of  Exeadion. 


I  was  bom  of  liofiest  Parents,  bred  to  the  Sea,  and 
\iv€d  honest,  until  I  was  led  aside  by  lezvd  Women. 
I  them  robbed  on  Ships,  and  tiever  robbed  on  Shore.  I 
tmino  Design  to  kill  tlie  Woman  wlio  jilted  me,  and 
Irft  me  for  atiotlter  A  fan,  but  only  to  terrify  her,  for 
I  could  liave  Shot  Iter  wlun  tlie  loaded  Pistol  was  at 
her  Breast,  but  I  airbed  my  Passion,  aful  only  threzo 
Candlestiek  at  her.  I  confess  my  Cruelty  toioards 
Wife,  who  is  a  Wotfian  too  good  for  me  ;  but  I 
at  first  forced  to  forsake  her  for  Debt,  and  go  to 
I  hope  in  God  fione  luill  refect  on  her,  or  my 
"  tnr  innocent  Children,  who  could  not  help  my  sad 

IMssion,  a  fid  more  sad  Death.      Written  by  me, 
John  SMrru. 
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The  Life  ^  James  Shaw,  alias  Smith,  a  Hi^- 
wayman  and  Murderer. 

\AMES  SHAW,  otherwise  Smith,  for  by 
I  Ixrth  these  Names  he  went,  nor  am  I  able 
to  saj-  which  was  his  true  one,  was  the 
'  Son  of  Parents,  both  of  Circumstances  and 
Inclination  to  have^ven  him  a  verj-good  Educauoa 
if  he  would  have  received  it ;  the  unsettledness  of  hii 
TcmjHrr.  being  heightened  by  that  Indulgence.  wiA 
which  he  was  treated  by  his  Relations,  who  permitted 
him  to  make  Trial  of  several  Trades,  though  be 
could  not  be  brought  to  like  any  :  indeed  he  staid  so 
l.ing  with  a  Forger  of  Gun  Locks,  as  to  learn  sorae- 
ihing  of  his  .Art.  which  sometimes  he  practised  and 
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The //iiw/^te/^/ Road  \\'as  that  on  which  he  chiefly 
robbed,  and  he  could  not  be  f>ersuaded,  that  there 
was  any  great  Crime  in  taking  away  superfluous  Cash 
of  those  who  lavish  it  in  \''anit)'  and  Luxury- ;  or  from 
those  who  procure  it  by  Cheating  and  Gaming  ;  and 
i  under  these  two  Classes,  S/iazc*  pretended  to  rank  all 
rho  frequented  the  IVciis  or  Bell-Size  ;  and  it  is  to 
much  feared,  that  in  this  Respect  he  was  not  very 
out  Amongst  the  many  Adventures  which 
fell  him  in  his  Expeditions  on  the  Road«  there  is 
[one  or  two  which  it  may  be  not  improper  to  take 
lotice  of.  One  Evening  as  he  was  patrolling  there 
It  he  came  up  to  a  Chariot,  in  which  there  was 
certain  famous  yustiee,  who  happened  to  have  won 
►ut  four  Hundred  Pounds   at   play,    and    Count 

Vi «,  a  famous  Foreign  Games ter^  that  has  made 

Inany  different  Figures  about  this  Town.    No  sooner 
[Was  the  Coach  stopped  by  Skaw  and  another  Person 
[00  Horseback,  but  the  Squire  slipped  the  Money  he 
[had  won  behind  the  Seat  of  the  Coach,  and  die  Count 
[laving  litde  to  lose,  seemed  not  very  uneasy  at  the 
.Accident     The   High\v'aymen  no  sooner  had    de- 
[vanded  their  Money,  but  the  Count  gave  them  two 
lor  three  Pieces  of  Foreign  Gold,  and  die  Gentleman 
in  hopes  by  this  means  of  getting  rid  of  them,  pre- 
[tented  them  with  twent}'  Guineas.     Why  really.  Sir, 
SAazc'^  on  Receipt  of  the  Gold,  t/iis  7^*ere  an 
^itmdsome  Compliment  from  another  Person  ;  6ut  me- 
inks  you  might  /lave  spared  a  little  more  out  of  the 
bag  you  brought  from  the  Gaming  Table.    Come, 
itlemen,  get  out,  get  out,  we  must  examine  the 
lest  a  litde.     I   fancy  the  Gold Finehes  are  not  >et 
Upon  this,  they  both  got  out  of  the  Chariot ; 
Shaw  shaking  the  Cushion  diat  covered  the  seat 
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hastily,  the  long  bag  fell  out  with  its  Mouth  o 
and  all  the  bright  Contents  were  scattered  on 
Ground.  The  two  Knights  of  the  Road  b^ai 
pick  them  up  as  fast  as  they  could ;  and  wh3e 
fusiue  cursed  this  unlucky  Accident,  which 
nick'd  him,  after  he  had  nick'd  all  the  Gamestei 
the  IVdls,  the  CoutU,  who  thought  swearing  an 
profitaijle  Exercise,  began  to  gather  as  iast  as  tt 
and  a  j^'ood  deal  of  Company  coming  in  sight,  juf 
they  had  finished,  and  were  calling  upon  the  Cout. 
refund,  they  were  glad  to  Gallop  away  ;  but  retun 
to  London  were  taken,  and  about  three  Hours  a 
committing  the  Fact,  they,  together  with  the  ^ 
nesses  against  them,  were  brought  before  a.'Afiddt 
Magistrate,  who  committed  them.  But  pray, 
says  Sltaw,  before  he  was  taken  out  of  the  Room. ; 
should  not  thai  French  Fellmu  suffer  as  well  as 
lie  shared  the  Booty,  an  please  your  Worship,  and 
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Shape  he  robbed  also  several  Coaches  and  Sinqrle 
Passengers,  and  diat  widi  verj-  great  Inhumanity, 
which  was  natural,  he  said,  from  that  Method  of 
Attacking,  for  it  was  impossible  for  a  Foot-pad  io  get 
off.  unless  he  either  maimed  the  Man,  or  wounded 
lus  Horse,  and  he  pretended  what  they  did  was 
merely  for  fear  of  being  taken. 

Meeting  by  Chance  as  he   was   walking  across 
Hampstoid  Road,   an   old   grave  looking  Man,  he 
thought    there    was  no   Danger   in   making   up  to 
liiiii,  and  seizing  him,  since  himself  was  well  armed. 
The  old   Gentleman   immediately   begged   that  he 
would  be  dvil,  and  told  him  that  if  he  would  be  so, 
fce  would  give  him  an  old  pair  of  Breeches,  which 
were  filled  with  money  and   Effects  worth  Money, 
and  as  he  said,  lay  buried  by  such  a  Tree,  pointing 
at  die  same  Time  to  it  with  his  Hand.     S/iau*  went 
diither  direcdy,  in  hopes  of  gaining  the  Misers  great 
Pirize,  for  the  old  Fellow  made  him  believe  he  had 
fcuried  it  out  of  Coveteousness,  and  came  there  to 
Wood  over  it     But  no  sooner  were  they  come  to 
Ae  Place,  and  Shaw  stooping  down,  began  to  look 
fcr  riiree  pieces  of  Tobacco  Pipe,  which  the  old  Man 
pretended  to  have  stuck  where  they  were  buried,  but 
liieGendeman  whipped  out  his  Sword,  and  made 
iMo  or  three  passes  at  S/iatc\  wounding  him  in  the 
Ned^  Side,  and  Breast 
As  the  Number  of  his  Robberies  were  ver>'  great, 
>  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  we  should  have  a 
exact  Account  of  them  ;  yet  as  SAatit  was  not 
of  discovering  any  Circumstance  that  related  to 
an,  we  may  not  perhaps  have  been  as  particular 
Ae  relation  of  his  Crimes  as  our  Readers  would 
are.  and  therefore  it  will  be  necessarj*  to  mention 
pome  olber  of  his  Expeditions. 
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At  his  usual  Time  and  Place,  viz.,  Hampaa 
Road,  in  the  Evening  he  overtoc^  a  dapper  Fdkn 
who  was  formerly  a  Peruke  Maker,  but  now 
Gamester.  This  man  taking  Shaw  for  a  Bubbli 
began  to  talk  of  Play,  and  mentioned  ail  Fours  an 
Cribbage,  and  asked  him  whether  he  would  play 
Game  for  a  Bottle  or  so  at  the  Flask.  Shm 
pretended  to  be  very  willing,  but  said  he  had  made 
terrible  Oath  against  playing  for  anythii^  m  aa 
House ;  but  if  to  avoid  it,  the  Gendeman  would  li 
his  Horse  to  a  Tree,  and  had  any  Cards  in  hi 
Pocket,  he'd  sit  down  on  the  green  Bank  in  yomk 
Oose,  and  hazard  a  Shilling  or  two.  The  Gaimestt 
who  alwaj-s  carried  his  Implements  in  his  Pocke 
readily  accepted  of  the  Offer,  and  tying  their  Hofsc 
to  the  Post  of  a  little  Ale-house  on  the  Road,  ovc 
they  whipped  into  the  Fields ;  but  no  sooner  wer 
they  set  down,  and  the  Sharper  b^^an  to  shuffle  lb 
Cards,   but  Shaw  startinij'   up.  caught   him   bv  ih 
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For  a  Fact  of  this  kind  it  wns,  that  S/iatu  came  to 
Ills  Death ;  for  one  Philip  Pots,  being  robbed  on 
Horseback  by  several  Footpads,  and  knocked  off  his 
Horse  near  the  Tile-Kihis  by  Paturas,  and  wounded 
in  several  Places  of  his  Body  with  his  own  Sword, 
vhich  one  of  the  Villains  had  taken  from  him ;  some 
Persons  who  passed  by  soon  after  took  him  up,  and 
carried  him  to  the  Pittdcr  of  Wakefidd,  where  on  the 
Monday  following,  (this  Accident  happening  on  the 
SUurday  Night),  he  in  great  Agonies  expired.  For 
;dus  Murder  and  another  Robberj'^  between  Highgatc 
laA  Kentish  Town,  Shaw  was  taken  up  and  soon 
f after  convicted.  He  denied  at  first  all  knowledge  of 
Ae  Murder,  but  when  his  Death  grew  near,  he  did 
acknowledge  being  privy  to  it  though  he  persisted 
in  sa\ing  he  had  no  hand  in  its  Commission. 

At  the  same  time  he  \\'as  under   Condemnation, 

I  Ae  aforementioned  yohfi  Smilh,  William  Colthousc^ 

\  and  yonah  Burgcs  were  in  the  same  Condition,  they 

i  foimed  a  Conspiracy  for  breaking  out  of  the   Place 

irfiere  they  were  confined,  and  to  force  an  Escape 

against    all    who    should    oppose   them.     For   this 

purpose   they   had   procured    Pistols,  but  their  plot 

LDdng  discovered,  Burgcs  in  great  Rage,  cut  his  own 

Throat,  and  pretended  that  Shaw  designed  to  have 

despatched   himself  with   one    of  the   Pistols;    but 

Siitta  himself  absolutely  denied  this,  and  affirmed  on 

4c  Contrar}%  that  when  Burgcs  said  his   Enemies 

sfeuld    never    have   the   Satisfaction,   as  they  had 

they  would  have,  of  placing  themselves  upon 

Bridge,  to  see  him  go  by  to    Tyburn,  he 

Hwv)  exhorted  him  never  to  think  of  Self-Murder, 

dby  that  means  give  his  enemies  a  double  Revenge 

de^roying  both  Soul  and  Body. 

I 
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As  Shaw  had  formerly  declared  his  Wife's  3! 
Conduct  had  been  the  first  Occasion  of  his  faHin^ 
into  these  Courses,  which  had  proved  so  fatal  to  him,' 
he  still  retained  so  great  an  Antipathy  to  her  on  that' 
Account,  as  not  to  be  able  to  Pardon  her,  even  in' 
the  last  Moments  of  his  Life ;  in  which  he  wouW 
neither  confess,  nor  positively  deny  the  Murder  for" 
which  he  died.  He  was  then  about  28  years  orA>;e. 
and  died  the  same  Day  with  the  last  mentioned 
Malefactor,  Smith. 


The  Life  of  Wiu.iAM  CoLTHOUSE,  a    Tftief  and 
Highwayman. 

\!LLIAM   COLTHOUSE,    was    bom 
in    Yorkshire,  had  a  very  good  Educatioa 
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.  he  was  no  sooner  at  Liberty  then  he  put  them 
Execution.  He  and  his  Brother  lived  like 
idemen  in  their  Expeditions  on  the  Road,  till 
ortunately  committing  a  Robbery  on  Houtislow 
%ih  together,  they  were  both  closely  pursued,  the 
t  taken,  and  Willmm  narrowly  escaped,  by 
eping  into  an  hollow  Tree. 

Vfter  the  Execution  of  his  Brother,  Colthousc 
ng  terribly  affected  therewith,  retired  to  Oxford^ 
I  there  worked  as  a  Journeyman  Joiner,  deter- 
ling  with  himself  to  live  honestly  for  the  future, 
I  not  by  a  habit  of  ill  Actions  go  the  same  way 
one  so  nearly  related  to  him  had  done  before ; 
as  his  Brother  s  Death  in  time  grew  out  of  his 
nembrance,  so  his  evil  inclinations  again  took 
ce,  and  he  came  up  to  Lojidon  with  a  full  purpose 
jetting  Money  at  an  easier  rate  than  working. 
iis  yacobitc  Principles,  soon  after  his  arrival, 
light  him  into  a  great  Fray  at  an  Ale-house  in 
lull'Fields,  Westmifistcr^  where  some  Soldiers 
e  drinking,  and  who  on  some  disrespectful  Words 
I  of  the  Prince,  caught  up  Colthousc  and  threw 
I  upon  a  red  hot  Gridiron,  tiiereby  making  a  Scar 
liis  Cheek  and  under  his  left  Eye,  by  which  he 
le  to  be  taken  for  a  Person  who  murdered  a 
niier*s  Son  in  Philpot-Lafie,  in  Hampshire,  with 
idi  when  he  was  charged,  he  not  only  denied,  but 
abundance  of  Circumstances  rendered  it  highly 
iable  that  he  did  not  commit  it,  there  being 
leed  no  other  Circumstance  which  occasioned  that 
^picion  but  the  Likeness  of  tlie  Scar  in  his  Face, 
Ui  happened  in  the  Manner  I  told  you. 
While  he  lay  under  Condemnation,  a  Report 
hdied  his  Ear,  that  his  two  Brothers  in  the  Country 
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l-Were  also  said  to  be  Hitrhwaymen,  and  he  comptti 

I  grievously  of  the  common  practice  that  was  made  b 

I'jdie  People  of  raisinjj  Stories  to  increase  the  Sorrow! 

lof  Families  which  were  so  unhappy  as  to  have  afl 

[who  belonged  to  them  come  to  such  a  Death  as  hj 

■■was  to  be.     As  to  his  Brothers,  he  declared  himsfi 

Jwell  satisfied    that   the    Younger  was  a  sober  an 

Lreligious  Lad;  and  as  for  the  Elder,  though  he  mi]j^ 

I  have    been    guilty  of  some   Extravagancies,   yet  fa 

hoped  and  believed  they  were  not  of  the  same  Kh 

with  those  which  had  brought  him  to  ruin.     Howevt 

that  he  might  do  all  the  Good  which  his  present  s 

Circumstance  would  allow,  he  wrote  the  rolloWlj 

Letter  to  his  Brethren  in  the  Country  : 

Dear  Brotiikrs, 

Though  the  nearness  of  my  approaching  D^ 
ought  to  shut  out  from  iny  t/toughts  all  Thrtfie 
Cofuerns,  yet  I  eon  Id  not  compose  my  mind  into  /| 
quietness  with  whieh  I  hope  to  pass  from  this  $it^ 
World  into  the  Presence  of  tite  Almighty^  hefm 
had  thus  exhorted  you  to  take  particular  Wat 
from  my  Death,  lohich  the  fntctit  of  tlu  Law,  /c 
others  from  Wiikedncss,  hath  decreed  to  be  in  af 
and  ignominious  Marnier.  Amidst  the  Terrors  I 
ttte  Frailty  of  Huvian  Nature,  shocked  wiik- 
Prospect  of  so  terrible  an  End,  make  my  Aj^ 
Heart  to  feel,  enwn  these  Sorraivs  are  increased,  an ' 
my  Woes  doubled  by  a  Stoiy  which  is  spread,  I 
Wwithout  the  least  grounds  of  Trjith,  thai  yt,  as  %\ 
R/,  have  lived  by  taking  away  by  Force  the  Propai 
eihers. 

Let  the  said  Examples  of  my  poor  Brsttker, 
\difd  by  the  Hand  of  Justice,  and  of  we,  wJilfi> 
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flaw  Aim  in  the  samr  unhappy  Course,  deter  you  not 
ly  fnym  those  flagrant  Offences,  which  have  been  so 
ial  unto  uSy  but  also  front  those  foolish  and  sinful 
Measures  in  which  it  is  but  too  frequent  for  young 
TsoHS  to  indulge.  RetPicntber  that  I  tell  you  from 
uul  Experiaue,  tfmt  the  Wages  of  Sin,  though  in 
fearafue  they  be  sotnetimes  large,  and  lohat  may 
wnise  outward  Pleasure,  yet  are  they  attended  ivith 
xk  inward  disquiet  as  raulers  it  impossible  for  those 
\o  have  received  tiicm  to  aijoy  either  Quiet  or  Ease, 
^ork  then  hard  at  your  Employments,  and  be  assured 
nt  SLvpence^^  thereby,  will  afford  you  more  solid 
itisf action  than  the  largest  Acquisitions  at  the  expence 
your  Cofiscience.  Tfiat  God  by  his  Grace  may  enable 
u  to  follaiv  this  my  last  Adz'ice,  and  that  he  may 
"ss  your  hottest  Labour  with  Plenty  and  Prosperity, 
the  earfust  Prayer  of  your  dying  Brother, 

William  Colthouse. 

He  had  till  the  Day  of  his  Execution  denied  his 
ing  accessor)'  to  the  intended  Escape  by  forcing 
e  Prison,  but  when  he  came  to  Tyburn  he 
knowledged  that  Assertion  to  be  false,  and  owned 
at  he  had  caused  the  t^o  Pistols  to  be  provided 
r  that  purpose.  He  was  about  thirty-four  years  of 
ge  at  the  Time  he  suffered,  which  was  on  the  8th 
February,  1722,  with  Burgess,  Shaw,  and  Smith. 
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The  Life  of  \4 \\A.\.Kyi  Bi'rridge.  a  Highwaymam. 

HAVE  in  the  Course  of  these  Lives  oiai 
than  once  observed  upon  the  vulgar  fak 
Notions  of  Courage,   and    that    Apf^as 
which  is  given  to  it.  by  those  who  have  &ib 
notions  of  it;   and  this  it  was  in  a  great  Measof 
which   made  U'illiam  Burridge  take  to  those  £tti 
Practices  which  had  the  usual  Determination  of 
ijjnominious    Death.      He  was  the  Son  of  repuu 
People,  who  lived  at  West-Haden,  in  Northamfiik 
shire,  who  after  affording  him  a  competent  EducaDd 
thought  proper  to  bind  him  to  his  Father's  Trade 
a    Carpenter ;   but    he    having    been    pretty 
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ere  no  Mother  to  plead  for  him,  a  Course  of 
ndnued  Severities  might  perhaps  reclaim  him. 
jt  his  hopes  were  all  disappointed,  for  IVilliam 
stead  of  mending  under  his  new  Master,  gave 
tnself  over  to  all  Sorts  of  Vices,  and  more  especially 
came  addicted  tojunquetting  with  Servant  Wenches 

the  Neighbourhood,  who  especially  on  Sundays, 
den  their  Masters  were  out,  were  but  too  ready  to 
ceive  and  entertain  him  at  their  Exf>ence, 

But  these  Adventures  making  him  verj-  obnoxious 

odiers,  as  well  as  his  Master,  who  no  longer  able 
i  bear  his  Ipng  out  of  Nights,  and  other  disorderly 
racdces,  turned  him  off,  and  left  him  to  shift  for 
msdf.  He  went  home  to  his  Friends,  but  going 
I  still  in  the  same  Way,  they  frankly  advised  him  to 
lip  himself  on  Board  a  Man  of  War,  in  order  to 
lOid  that  ill  Fate  which  they  then  foresaw,  and 
hich  afterwards  overtook  him.  //7///i////,  though 
>t  ver\-  apt  to  follow  good  Counsel,  yet  approved  of 
lis  at  last  when  he  saw  some  of  his  Companions 
id  already  suffered  for  those  profligate  Courses  to 
hich  they  were  addicted. 

He  Shipped  himself  therefore  in  a  Squadron,  then 
auling  for  Spain^  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
'mvemdisA^  on  Board  whose  Ship  he  was,  when  an 
j^;agement  happened  with  the  Spa^iiards  in  Cales 
lay;  the  dispute  was  long  and  verj'  Sharp,  and 
^mrridge  behaved  therein  so  as  to  meet  with  extra- 
tdinar}'  Commendations  ;  these  had  the  worst  eftcct 
poQ  him  imaginable,  for  they  so  far  puffed  him  up, 
Bt  he  thought  himself  worthier  of  Command  than 
nst  of  the  Officers  in  the  Ship,  and  therelore  was 
01:  a  litde  uneasy  at  being  obliged  to  obey  them  ; 
lis  hindered  them  from  doing  him  any  Kindness, 
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which  they  would  otherwise  perhaps  have  <Jone.  ia  •, 
Consideration  of  his  gallant  Behaviour  against  tbel 
Enemy.  At  his  return  into  Englattd,  he 
extremely  Ambitious  of  living  without  the  Toil  ofl 
Business,  and  therefore  went  upon  the  Highway  wtthl 
great  Diligence,  in  order  to  acquire  a  Fortune  b\'  it  I 
which  when  he  had  done,  he  designed  as  he  said  | 
have  left  it  off,  and  to  have  lived  ea^ly  and  \  "* 
upon  the  Fruits  of  it ;  but  alas '.  these  were  l 
hopes  and  idle  e.xpectations,  for  instead  of  : 
any  Thing  which  might  keep  him  hereafter,  he  c 
scarce  procure  a  present  livelihood  at  the  Has 
both  of  his  Neck  and  his  Soul,  for  he  was  conti 
obliged  to  hide  himself  through  Apprehension,  ; 
not  seldom  got  into  BfHdewell,  or  some  such  V 
for  Brawls  and  Riots. 

This  William  Bttrridge  n-as  the  Person  who  i 
Nat.  Hawes  made  their  Escape  out  oi  Ncw-PriiM\ 
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Li/eo/]oiis  Thomson,  a  Thief  &  Highwayman, 

\OHN  THOMSON  was  Pom  ^t  Carlisle, 
but  was  brought  with  his  Friends  to 
Lotidon.  They  it  seems  were  Persons  of  no 
Substance,  and  took  too  litde  Care  of  their 
Ts  Education,  suffering  him  while  a  Lad  to  go 
ai  to  such  Houses  as  were  frequented  by  ill 
>ple,  and  such  as  took  dishonest  Methods  to  get 
ney ;  they  are  seldom  very  close  in  their  Dis- 
rses,  when  they  meet  and  junket  together,  and 
amson  then  a  Boy,  was  so  much  pleased  with 
ir  jovial  Manner  of  Life,  Eating  well  and  Drink- 
hard,  that  he  had  ever  a  Bias  that  Way,  even 
2n  he  was  otherways  employed,  leading  till  he 
>  fifteen  Years  old  such  an  idle  and  debauched 
e,  that  as  he  himself  expressed  it,  he  had  never 
jnd  or  read  in  a  Bible  or  other  good  Book  through- 
all  that  Space. 
\  Friend  of  his  was  then  so  kind  as  to  put  him  out 
prentice  to  a  Weaver,  and  he  might  then  have 
I  some  Chance  of  coming  into  the  World  in  an 
lest  and  reputable  Way  ;  but  he  had  not  continued 
h  his  Master  any  long  Time,  but  he  enlisted  him- 
r  in  the  Sea  Service,  during  the  Wars  in  the  late 
eens  Time,  and  served  on  Board  a  Squadron 
ich  was  sent  up  the  Baltic  to  join  the  Danes. 
is  cold  Country  with  other  Hardships  he  endured, 
de  him  so  out  of  humour  with  a  Sailor  s  Life,  that 
High  he  behaved  himself  tolerably  well  when  on 
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Board,  yet  he  resolved  never  to  engage  in  the  some 
State,  if  once  discharged  and  safe  on  Shore, 

Upon  his  coming  back  \.o  England .  he  went 
work  at  his  Trade  of  a  Weaver,  and  being  fora 
very  sensible  of  the  Miseries  he  had  run  thnn^  a 
Board  the  Man  of  War,  he  became  highly  pkasd 
with  the  quiet  and  easy  Way  in  which  he  goC  "' 
Bread  by  his  Business,  thinking  however  that  tl 
was  no  Way  so  proper  to  settle  him,  as  by  man^ii^ 
which  accordingly  he  did ;  but  was  so  unfortunaie 
that  though  his  Wife  was  a  very  honest  Woman,  y 
the  Money  he  got  not  being  sufficient  to  majntain 
them,  he  was  even  obliged  to  take  to  the  Sea  again  far 
a  Subsistence,  and  continued  on  Board  several  Ship*, 
in  the  Slrcights  and  Medilerranean  for  a  ver\^  o»- 
siderable  Space  ;  during  which  he  was  so  fortunate, 
as  to  serve  once  on  Board  an  Enterprising  CaptatM. 
who  in  less  than  a  Year's  Space,  took  nineteen  Prizes 
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the  same  Rate  by  Land,  which  he  had  done  at 
au  and  for  that  purpose,  associated  himself  with 
arsons  of  a  like  Disposition,  and  in  their  Company 
d  abundance  of  Mischief  At  last  he  and  one  of 
s  Associates  passing  over  Smit/ijicld  between 
wdve  and  One  in  the  Morning  on  the  second  of 
^arck^  they  perceived  one  George  Currey  going 
loss  that  Place  ver)'  much  in  Drink  ;  him  they  at- 
dwcd.  though  at  first  they  pretended  to  lead  him 
fe  home,  in  order  to  draw  him  to  a  proper  Place 
tt  of  hearing  of  the  Houses,  where  they  took  from 
m  a  Shirt,  a  Wig,  and  a  Hat,  in  doing  which  they 
locked  him  down,  stamped  upon  his  Breast,  and  in 
her  Respects  used  him  very  cruelly  ;  being  appre- 
sided  soon  after  this  Fact,  he  was  for  it  tried  and 
•nvicted. 

In  the  Space  between  that  and  his  Death  he  be- 
ived  himself  \txy  f>enitendy,  and  desired  with  great 
tmestness  that  his  Wife  would  retire  into  the 
Mintry  to  her  Friends,  and  learn  by  his  unhappy 
xample,  that  nothing  but  an  honest  Industry*  could 
txrure  the  Blessing  of  God,  which  he  assiduously 
^jged  for  her  in  his  Prayers,  imploring  her  at  the 
me  Time,  that  he  gave  her  this  Advice,  to  be  care- 
I  of  her  young  Son  she  had  then  at  her  Breast ; 
H  only  as  to  his  Education,  but  also  that  he  might 
rver  know  his  Fathers  unhappy  End,  for  that 
Mild  but  damp  his  Spirits,  and  perhaps  force  him 
Km  ill  Courses  when  he  grew  up,  from  an  Appre- 
nsion  that  People  might  distnist  his  Honesty  and 
t  employ  him  ;  he  professed  himself  much  afflicted 

Ae  past  Follies  of  his  Life,  and  with  an  outward 
ppearance  of  true  Penitence,  died  the  Fourth  of 
5ff,  1722,  in  the  33rd  Year  of  his  Age  at  Tyburn. 


The  Life  of 
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The  Life  of  Thomas  Rkeves,  a  notorious  Hi^ 
7vayman  and  Foot-pad, 


[JS  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  it  is  a  singula 
Blessing  to  a  Nation,  where  no  Persecutia 
is  raised  against  Persons  for  their  Religion 
'  so  I  am  confident  the  late  Free-  Thinkin. 
Principles  (as  they  have  been  called)  have  by  tha 
beinjr  spread  amongst  the  Vulgar,  contributed  greatlj 
to  the  many  Frauds  and  Vitlanies  which  have  beej 
so  much  complained  of,  within  these  thirty  Years,  and 
not  a  Uttle  to  encouraging  of  Men  in  obtaining  a  Sul> 
sistance  and  the  Gratification  of  tlieir  Pleasures,  by 
Rapines  committed  upon  Others,   rather  than  liw 
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ons  are  too  easily  imbibed  by  those  who  are 
ous  to  indulge   their  vicious  Inclinations,  and 
ts  being  of  this  Stamp,  greedily  listened  to  all 
ourses  of  such  a  Nature, 
mongst  some  of  these  Companions  who  cheated 

out  of  his  Religion,  he  found  some  also  inclined 
ractice  with  the  same  Freedom  they  taught  En- 
aged  both  by  Precept  and  Example,  Tom  soon 
me  the  most  Conspicuous  of  the  Gang ;  his  Bold- 

and  Activity  preferred  him  generally  to  be  the 
ler  in  their  Adventures,  and  he  had  so  good  luck 
i\*eral  of  his  first  Attempts,  that  he  picked  up  as 
ii  as  maintained  him  in  that  extravagant  and  su- 
uous  manner  of  Life,  in  which  he  most  of  all 
ghted.  One  yohn  Harlly  was  his  constant 
ipanion  in  his  Debauches,  and  generally  speaking 
Assistant  in  his  Crimes.  Both  of  them  in  the 
ning,  on  the  ninth  of  JArrr^  1722,  attacked  one 
':r  WorchingtoH^  at  Annisccd  Clear,  near  Shore- 
f,  as  he  was  going  across  the  Fields,  on  some 
ness.    Hartly  gave  him  a  Blow  on  the   Head 

his  Pistol ;  after  which  Rceixs  bid  him  Stand, 
whisding,  four  more  of  the  Gang  came  up,  seized 

and  knocked  him  down,  stripped  him  stark 
id,  and  carried  away  all  his  Clothes,  tying  him 
id  and  Foot  in  a  cruel  Manner,  and  leaving  him 
Ditch  hard  by.  However  he  was  relieved,  and 
xs  and  Hartly  being  soon  after  taken,  they  were 
I  tried  and  convicted  for  this  Fact 
fter  the  passing  Sentence,  Reeves  behaved  him- 
with  much  indifference;  his  own  Principle^  stuck 
him,  and  he  had  so  far  satisfied  himself,  by  con- 
ring  the  necessit)'  of  dying,  and  a  new  coined 
gion  of  his  own,  that  he  never  believed  the  Soul 
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in  any  Danj;t;r,  but  had  very  extensive  \otir 
the  Mercy  of  God.  which  he  thought  was  t(x> 
to  punish  with  Eternal  Miser}-  those  Souls  he 
created.  This  Criminal  indeed  was  of  a  ver^ 
Temper,  for  sometimes  he  would  both  pray  and 
to  the  Rest  of  the  Prisoners,  and  at  other  Tim 
would  talk  loosely  and  divert  them  from  their  1 
often  making  Enquiries  as  to  curious  Points, 
to  be  informed,  whetlur  t/ie  Soul  went  itnmed 
into  Bliss  or  Tornunt,  or  whetlter,  as  some  Chrii 
taught,  went  throttgh  intermediate  State  /  All  » 
he  spoke  of  with  an  unconcemedness  scarce 
conceived  ;  and  as  it  were  rather  out  of  Curii 
that  he  thought  himself  in  any  Danger  of  et 
Punishment  hereafter.  Hartly,  on  the  other  l- 
was  a  Fellow  of  a  much  softer  Disposition. 
.shewed  very  much  Fear,  and  looked  in  great 
fusion  at   tht;  ajjproach  of  Death.      Hi;  s^ot  six 
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je  when  he  suffered,  which  was  at  the  same 
with  yoAn  Thompson^  before  mentioned. 


Life  of  Richard  Whittixgham,  a  Foot-Pad, 

and  Street-Robber. 

jjj H  O  U  G  H  there  have  been  some  Instances 
W  of  Felons  adhering  so  closely  together,  as 
H  not  to  give  up  one  another  to  Justice,  even 
■■  for  the  sake  of  procuring  Life ;  yet  are  such 
ices  very  rare,  and  Examples  of  the  contrary' 
X)mmon.  Richard  Whittingham  was  a  young 
>fver}-good  natural  Inclinations,  had  he  not 
3f  too  easy  a  Temper,  and  ready  to  yield  to  the 
ements  of  ill  Women.  His  Friends  had  placed 
n  Apprentice  to  a  Hot-Prcsser^  with  whom  he 
verj'  honestly  for  some  time,  but  at  last,  the  idle 
en  with  whom  he  conversed,  continually  pressing 
ar  Money  in  return  for  their  lewd  Favours,  he 
y  that  means  drawn  in  to  run  away  from  his 
T,  and  subsist  himself  by  picking  of  Pockets. 
\  Prosecution  of  his  Trade,  he  contracted  an 
3US  Friendship  with  Jotus^  Applebce,  and  Lee, 
notorious  Villains  of  the  same  Stamp,  with 
he  committed  abundance  of  Robberies  in  the 
s,  especially  by  cutting  of  Women's  Pockets, 
uch  other  Exploits  which  he  pretended  they 
med  with  great  Address  and  Regularity;  for 
d,  that  after  many  Consultations,  it  was  resolved 
ick  Persons  only  in  broad  Streets  for  the  future, 
whence  they  found  it  much  less  troublesome  to 
i,  than  when  they  committed  them  in  Alleys, 
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and  such  like  close  Places,  whereupon  a  Pursuit  a 
bc^run.  they  seldom  or  never  missed  being  talc 
He  added,  that  when  they  had  determined  to  go 
to  Plunder,  each  had  his  different  Post  assign^  h 
and  that  while  one  laid  his  Leg  before  a  Passenj 
another  gave  him  a  Polt  on  the  Shoulders,  and 
soon  as  he  was  down,  a  third  came  in  to  tl 
Assistance,  whereupon  they  immediately  went 
stripping  and  binding  those  who  were  so  unlucky 
to  fall  into  their  Hands.  Upon  Applebees  be 
apprehended,  and  himself  Impeached,  he  withdi 
to  Rochester  with  an  intent  to  have  gone  out  of 
Kingdom,  but  after  all  could  not  prevail  with  him 
to  quit  his  native  Country. 

On  his  return  to  London,  he  fled  for  Sanctuarj 
the  House  of  his  former  Master,  who  treated  I 
with  great  Kindness,  supplied  him  with  Work,  s 
lip  his  Victuals  privately,  and  did  all  in  his  Power 
conceal  him  ;  but  '/ones  and  Lee,  his  former  Comp 
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e  himself  was  to  suffer.  During  the  Time  he  lay 
I  the  condemned  Hole,  he  complained  often  of  the 
neat  Interruptions  those  under  Sentence  of  Death 
let  with  from  some  Prisoners,  who  were  confined 
ndemeath,  and  who  through  the  crevice  endeavoured 
5  usual,  by  talking  to  them  lewdly  and  profanely  to 
Ksturb  them  even  in  their  last  Sloments.  At  the 
lace  of  Execution  he  wept  bitterly,  and  seemed  to 
e  much  Affrighted  at  Death,  and  verj-  sorr\-  for  his 
aving  conunitted  those  Crimes  which  brought  him 
khher.  He  was  but  19  Years  old  when  he  suffered, 
rliich  was  on  the  21st  of  May,  1722. 


TAe  Life  <y  James  Booty,  a  Raz*is/ien 

UCH  is  the  present  Depravity  of  human 
Nature,  that  we  have  sometimes  Instances 
of  Infant  Criminals,  and  Children  meriting 
Death  by  their  Crimes,  before  they  know 
*r  can  be  expected  to  know  how  to  do  any  thing  to 
Live.  Perhaps  there  was  never  a  stronger  Instance 
rf  this,  than  in  yames  Booty,  of  whom  we  are  now 
leaking.  He  was  a  Boy  rather  without  Capacity 
nan  obstinate,  and  whose  Inclinations  one  would 
lave  expected  could  hardly  have  attained  to  that 
Idch  of  Wickedness  in  Thought,  which  it  appeareil 
Mfa  by  Evidence  and  his  own  Confessions,  he  had 
Idnally  practiced.  His  Father  w^as  a  Pcruke-Makcr 
m  Holbom,  and  not  in  so  bad  Circumstances  but 
iat  he  could  have  afforded  him  a  tolerable  Educa- 
fioo,  if  he  had  not  been  snatched  away  by  Death. 
iTiiis  his  Son  was  left  to  the  care  of  his  Mother,  who 
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put  him  to  a  Cabinet  Maker,  «'here  he  might  I 
been  bound  Apprentice  if  the  unhappy  Accident 
so  indeed  I  think  it  may  be  called),  had  not  ii 
vened.  It  seems  his  Master  had  taken  a  Cousi 
his.  a  Girl  of  about  15,  or  somewhat  more  1 
Servant ;  this  Girl  went  into  the  Workhouse  w 
the  Boy  lay,  under  the  pretence  of  mending  his  ( 
which  he  had  torn  by  falling  upon  a  hook,  a 
tumbled  over  the  Well  of  the  Stairs,  but  instea 
Darning  the  Hole,  she  went  to  bed  to  the  Boy 
out  the  Candle,  and  gave  him  the  foul  Distempe 
Not  knowing  what  was  the  Matter  with  him. 
finding  continual  Pains  in  his  Body,  he  made  a 
at  last  to  learn  the  Cause  from  some  of  the  W 
men,  not  daring  to  trust  even  his  Mother  with  ' 
was  the  Matter  with  him  ;  and  instead  of  appl)iri 
a  proper  Person  to  be  cured,  listened  as  attenti 
as  he  could  to  all  Discourses  about  that  Disten 
which    happened    frequently    enough    amonifst 
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amined  him,  and  found  him  in  a  ver>'  sad  Condition 
tfa  the  VcHtrml  Disease.  Upon  this  he  was  taken 
\  and  committed  to  Xewgate,  and  at  the  next 
ssions  upon  very  full  Evidence  ^^as  convicted,  and 
ceived  Sentence  of  Death ;  from  which  time  to  the 
(ay  before  he  was  Executed,  he  was  afflicted  with 
\  violent  a  Fever,  as  to  have  litde  or  no  Sense ; 
It  dien  coming  to  himself,  he  expressed  a  confused 
ense  erf  Religion  and  Penitence  ;  desired  to  be 
stnicted  how  to  go  to  Heaven,  and  shewed  evident 
[arks  of  his  Inclination  to  do  any  thing  which  might 
K  for  die  Good  of  his  Soul. 

At  Ae  Place  of  Execution  he  wept  and  looked 
ejected,  said  his  Mother  had  sought  diligently  for 
le  Wench  who  did  him  the  Injury,  and  was  the 
ause  of  his  doing  it  to  so  many  others ;  but  that 
though  the  Giri  was  known  to  live  in  Westminster 
ter  she  left  his  Master,  yet  his  Mother  was  never 
de  to  find  her ;  and  thus  was  this  young  Creature 
snoved  from  the  World  by  an  ignominious  Death 
t  Tyburn,  on  the  21st  of  May,  1722,  being  then 
vnewhat  above  15  Years  old. 


Hr  Life  of  Thomas  Butlock,  alias  Butlogk, 

a   Thief 

HE  foolish  Pride  of  wearing  fine  Clothes, 

and  making  a  Figure  has  certainly  undone 

many    ordinary    People,  both    by   making 

^  diem  live  beyond   what   their   Labour  or 

would  allow,  and  by  inducing  them  to  take 

legal  Methods  to  procure  ^loney  for  that  purpose. 
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Thomas  Butlock,  otherwise  Butloge,  which  lastw 
his  true  Name,  was  bom  in  the  Kingdom  of  Irelan 
about  Thirty  Miles  £asi  of  Dublin,  whither  1: 
Parents  had  gone  from  Cheshire,  which  was  tfat 
Native  Country,  with  a  Gentleman  on  whom  tb 
had  a  great  Dependence,  and  who  was  settled 
Ireland.  Though  their  Circumstances  were  b 
indifferent,  yet  they  found  means  to  raise  as  much . 
to  put  their  Son  Apprentice  to  a  Vintner  in  Dubh 
and  probably  had  he  ever  set  up  in  that  Busine 
they  would  have  done  more ;  but  he  had  not  ba 
long,  'ere  what  little  Education  he  had  was  lost  ai 
his  Morals  corrupted  by  the  sight  of  such  lewd  Seem 
as  passed  often  at  his  Master's  House.  Howevt 
the  Man  was  very  kind  to  him,  and  Thomas  \ 
Return  had  so  great  Esteem  and  Affection  for  h 
Master,  that  when  he  broke  and  came  over  to  hie 
himself  at  C/n'ster.  Butloge  frequently  stole   over  I 
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r.  by  whose  Interest  he  was  in  hopes  of  getting 

a  Place :  accordingly,  when  he  came  to  London^ 

(Dok    Lodgings*  and   lived   as  if  he   had   been 

ady    in    Possession   of  his    Expectation,   which 

igii^  his  Pocket  low,  he  accepted  the  Sen-ice  of 

Clamdt  Lmmgiey^  a  Foreigpi  Gendeman,  who  had 

;ed  in  the  same  House.     It  cannot  be  exacdy 

ennined  how  long  he  had  been  in  his  Service 

ore  he  committed  the  Fact  for  which  he  died ; 

as  to  the  Manner  it  happened  thus : 

l/]r.  Langlev,  as  well  as  all  the  rest  of  the  Family, 
^  ami  at  Church,  Budoge  kms  silting  by  himself 
his  Jfasters  Haom^  lootiMg  at  the  Draufers,  and 
WL'img'  that  there  vlms  a  good  sum  of  Money  therein^ 
wame  imio  his  Hiad.  what  a  Fi^re  he  might  Cut 
ir  had  all  that  Money  ;  it  occurred  to  him  at  the 
mt  Timte^  that  his  Master  was  scarce  able  to  Speak 
f  Elfish,  and  was  obliged  to  go  ozrr  to  France 
am  in  a  Month's  Time,  so  that  he  persuaded  hi pnself 
he  eanld  teep  ant  of  the  1  Fay  for  that  Month,  all 
mid  be  welL  and  he  shcmld  be  able  to  lizr  upon  the 
ft/  without  any  Apprehension  of  Danger.  These 
msidtrations  took  up  his  Mind  for  about  half  an 
mr.  and  then  he  put  his  Scheme  into  Execution, 
ike  ^pem  the  Drawers,  and  took  from  thence  Twenty- 
Guineas,  Tour  Louis  UOrs,  and  some  tether 
Pieees.  As  soon  as  he  completed  the  Robbery, 
i  was  got  safe  out  of  Town,  he  tirnt  diratly  to 
ester,  that  he  might  appear  Jipu  [as  he  himself  said) 
m  Plaee  where  he  was  knotcn.  His  Precaution 
wg  S9  little,  there  is  no  U  'onder  that  he  was  taken. 
Ami  the  Fact  appearing  Plain,  he  shoultt  be 
mricimf  thereon. 
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After  Sentence  was  passed,  he  laid  aside  all  hopi 
of  Life,  and  without  flatterii^  himself,  as  too  mafl 
do.  he  prepared  fw  his  approaching  End.  Whaten 
follies  he  might  have  committed  in  his  Life,  yet  b 
.SufTered  ver>-  composedly  <m  the  22nd  Day  of  JiUj 
I  722,  being  then  about  23  Years  of  Age. 

The  Life  of  Nathamkl  Jacksox.  a  Higkw^rmatL 

IHE  various  Dispositions  of  Men  make  fn 
I  quent  Differences  in  their  Progress,  eithc 
in  \'irtue  or  Vice  :  some  being  disposed  I 
'  cultivate  this  or  that  Branch  of  their  Dut 
with  peculiar  Diligence  :   and  others  again  plui^ia| 
themselves  in  Immoralities,  have  no  Taste  for. 
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tvrote  lo  him,  and  advised  him  to  purchase  some  small 
^Pbce  with  his  Fortune,  whereon  he  might  live  with 
^Economy,  since  he  perceived  he  would  do  no  Good 
fe  Trade,  yackson  despised  this  Advice,  and  instead 
of  thinking  of  setding,  got  into  the  Army,  and  with 
a  Regiment  of  Dragoons  went  over  into  Ireland. 

There  he  indulged  himself  in  all  the  Vices  and 
Ljists  to  which  he  was  prone,  living  in  all  those 
Debaucheries,  to  which  the  meanest  and  most  licen- 
tious of  the  common  Soldiers  are  addicted,  but  he 
nore  especially  gave  himself  up  to  Lewdness  and 
iie  Conversation  of  Women.  This,  as  it  led  him 
aiK>  Abundance  of  Inconveniences,  so  at  last  it 
e^;2^[ed  him  in  a  Quarrel  with  one  of  his  Comrades. 
riiich  ended  in  a  Duel,  yackson  had  the  Advantage 
if  his  Antagonist,  and  hacked  and  wounded  him  in 
I  most  cruel  and  inhuman  Manner  ;  for  this,  his 
Officers  broke  him,  and  he  thereby  lost  the  fifteen 
Guineas  which  he  had  given  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Troop ;  and  as  Men  are  always  apt  to  be  angr)-  with 
Punishment,  however  jusdy  they  receive  it,  so  yack- 
wm  imputed  his  being  cashiered  to  his  Officers'  Cove- 
knisness,  what  he  had  committed  passing  in  his  own 
Ima^rination  for  a  very  trivial  Action. 

Having  from  this  Accident  a  new  Employment  to 
•eek,  he  came  over  to  his  Guardian,  and  stayed  with 
Um  awhile  ;  but  growing  ver)-  soon  wear)-  of  those 
restraints  which  were  put  upon  him  there,  as  he  had 
at  those  under  his  Norwich  Master,  he  soon  fell 
his  old  Courses,  got  into  an  Acquaintance  with 
lewd  Women  and  drunken  Fellows,  with  whom  he 
lAen  staid  out  all  Night,  at  the  most  notorious 
Rrardy-houses,  which  making  a  great  Noise,  his 
hriends  in  the  strongest  Tenns  demonstrated  to  him 
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the  Wrong  he  did  himself ;  but  finding  all  tfat 
suasions  ineffectual,  they  told  him  plainly  h 
remove,  upon  which  he  came  up  to  Land 
without  receiving  considerable  Presents  froo: 
much  abused  Friends. 

The  Town  was  an  ill  Place  to  amend  a  M; 
came  into  it  with  Dispositions  like  his  ;  on  tl 
trary,  he  found  still  more  opportunities  c^  gr 
his  lustful  Inclinations  than  he  had  at  any  timt 
and  these  lewd  Debaucheries  having  reduc 
quickly  to  the  last  Extremity,  he  was  in  a  f 
to  be  prevailed  on  to  take  any  Method 
Money.  In  these  said  Circumstances  he  wa 
he  met  accidentally  with  yohn  Morphew, 
Companion  of  his  in  Ireland,  and  soon  after 
were  talking  together,  they  fell  upon  one  Ob. 
a  Footman's  Garb,  their  Acquaintance  also  in 
H--  in-. "!-:■!  t\-:\.\  \"'y.\  ^i  -■-'  vMt'l  him  to  the  I 
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Obrtan  having  timely  Notice  of  his  Commitment, 
nade  his  Escape  into  Ireland. 

Jackson,  as  soon  as  Sentence  was  passed,  thought 
jf  nothing  but  how  to  prepare  himself  for  another 
^orld,  there  being  no  Probability  that  any  I  nterest 
Friends  could  make  would  save  him.     He  made 
very  ingenuous  Confession  of  all  he  knew,  and 
led   perfectly  easy  and   resigned  to  that   End 
the  Laws  had  appointed  for  those  who,  like 
had  injured  Society.     He  was  about  30  Years 
at  the  time  of  his  Death,  which  was  the  i8th  of 
^uly,  1722,  at  Tyburn, 


The  Life  of  James,  alias  Valentine  Carrick,  a 
Notorious  Highway-Man  atid  Street- Robber. 

[HOUGH  it  is  become  a  very  common  and 
fashionable  Opinion,  that  Honour  may 
supply  the  place  of  Piety,  and  thereby  pre- 
serve a  Morality  more  beneficial  to  Society 
liaii  Religion ;  yet  if  we  would  allow  Experience  to 
iedde,  it  will  be  no  very  difficult  Matter  to  prove 
kit  when  Persons  have  once  given  way  to  certain 
ITices,  which  in  the  polite  Style  pass  under  the 
Denomination  of  Pleasures,  they  will  quickly,  rather 
ftan  for^o  them,  acquire  what  may  put  it  in  their 
Rower  to  enjoy  them,  though  obtained  at  the  Rate  of 
perpetrating  the  most  ignominious  Offences. 
T  If  there  had  not  been  too  much  Truth  in  this 
Observation,  we  should  hardly  find  in  the  List  of 
Miminals,   Persons  who   like  fames   Carrick  havt^ 
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had  a  liberal  £ducati<Hi,  and  were  not  meai 
descended,  bringing  themselves  to  the  most  nuseia 
of  all  States,  and  reflecting  Dishonour  upon  tb 
from  whom  they  were  descended.  This  unfortun 
Person  was  the  Son  of  an  Irish  Gentleman,  who  li' 
not  far  from  Dublin,  and  whom  we  must  believe 
have  been  a  Man  of  tolerable  Fortune,  since  he  | 
vided  so  well  for  all  his  Children  as  to  make  e 
this,  who  was  his  youngest,  an  Ensign,  yanus 
a  perfect  Boy,  at  the  time  when  his  Commis: 
required  him  to  quit  Ireland  to  repair  to  S^ 
whither  a  little  before  the  Regiment  wherein  he 
to  serve  had  been  commanded.  The  Father  n 
while  he  had  performed  his  Dut)'  towards  all 
Rest  of  his  Children,  was  more  than  ordinarily  f 
of  this  his  Youngest,  whom  therefore  he  equip 
in  a  Manner  rather  beyond  that  Capacity  in  wl 
Vie  was  to  appear  upon  his  Arrival   at  the    Ar 
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b  Adventures,  which  I  am  persuaded  will  neither 
B  unpleasant  nor  incapable  of  improving  my  Readers! 
The  R^ment  in  which  Carrick  served  was  quar- 
a^  at  Barcelona,  after  the  taking  of  that  Place  by 
le  English  Troops,  who  supported  the  Tide  of  the 
resent   Emperor  to   the   Crown  of  Spain.      The 
ahabitants  were  not  only  Civil,  but  to  the  last  degree 
XMirteous  to  the  English,  for  whom  they  always  pre- 
erved  a  greater  Esteem  than  for  any  other  Nation. 
jurrick    therefore   had    frequent   Opportunities    of 
Bakii^  himself  known,  and  getting  into  an  Acquaint- 
tnce  with  some  of  the  Spanish  Cavaliers^  who  were 
II  die  Interest  of  King  Charles.      Amongst  these 
fas  Don  Raphael  De  Panto,  a  Man  of  Fortune  and 
Family  amongst  the  Catalans  ;    but  as  is  usual  with 
he    Spaniards,    very    Amorous,     and     continually 
anployed    in   some   intrigue  or    other.       He    was 
nighdly  pleased  with  Carriei's  Humour,  and  con- 
3cived  for  him  a  Friendship,  in  which  the  Spaniards 
une  perhaps  more  constant,  and  at  the  same  Time 
nofe  zealous  than  any  other  Nation  in  Europe.     As 
Carriet  had  been  bred  a  Roman  Catholic  and  always 
Dondnued   so,    notwithstanding  his    professing    the 
Contrary  to   those   in   the  Army,   so  he  made  no 
Scruple  of  going  to  Mass  with  his  Spanish  Friend, 
iriuch  passed  with  the  English  Officers  only  as    a 
of  Complaisance. 
Vespers    was    generally    the    Time   when    Don 
Rmpkael  and  his  English  Companion  used  to  make 
dM^  Appointments  with  the  Ladies,  and  therefore 
Aey  were  very  punctual  at  those  Devotions,  from  a 
Spmt  which  too  often  takes  up  young  Minds.     It 
Ibppened    one    Evening,    when    after  the    Spanish 
Ci^Din,   they  were    thus    gone    forth    in  quest    of 
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Adventures,  a  Duenna  slipped  into  Don  Raf 
Hand  a  Note,  by  which  he  was  appoint«i  to 
under  such  a  Window  near  the  Convent,  ii 
Street  of  St  Thomas,  when  the  Bel!  of  the  Ca 
rang  in  the  Evening,  and  was  desired  to  brin 
Friend,  if  he  were  not  afraid  of  a  Spanish  '. 
Don  Rapltael  immediately  acquainted  his  F 
who  you  may  be  sure  was  ready  enough  to 
the  Summons.  When  the  Hour  came,  and  the 
vent  Bell  rang,  our  Sparks  wrapped  up  in 
Cloaks,  slipped  to  their  Posts  under  a  Ba 
They  did  not  wait  long  there,  before  the 
Woman  who  delivered  uie  Note  to  Don  Ra 
made  her  Appearance  at  the  Window,  and  thr 
down  another  Billet  exhorted  them  to  be  F 
a  little,  and  they  should  not  lose  their  Li 
The  Lovers  waited  quiet  enough  for  abc 
Quarter  of  an  Hour,  when  the  Old  Woman  s 
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y  both  fell  into  a  daric  Room  underneath,  where 
koat  any  other  Noise  than  their  Fall  had  made, 
y  were  disarmed,  gagged  and  bound  by  some 
:sons  placed  there  for  that  Purpose.  When  the 
gues  had  finished  their  Search,  and  taken  away 
nthing  that  was  valuable  about  them,  even  to 
ir  ripping  the  Gold  Lace  off  Carrick's  Clothes, 
y  let  them  lie  there  for  a  considerable  Time,  and 
bst  removed  them  in  two  open  Chests  to  the 
die  of  the  great  Market-place,  where  they  left 
n  to  wait  for  better  Fortune,  They  had  not 
ained  there  above  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  before 
rick's  Serjeant  went  the  Rounds  with  a  File  of 
iketeers.  Carrick  hearing  his  Voice,  made  as 
h  Noise  as  he  was  able,  and  that  bringing  the 
cant  and  his  Men  to  the  Place  where  they  were 
their  Limbs  and  their  Mouths  were  immediately 
ised  from  Bondage. 

he  Morning  following  as  soon  as  Girr/i/'was  up, 
Spanish  Gendeman*s  Major  Domo  came  to  wait 
1  him,  and  said  that  his  Master  being  extremely 
tad  desired  him  to  make  his  Compliments  to  his 
lish  Friend,  in  order  to  supply  the  Defects  of  the 
Der  he  sent  him,  which  by  reason  of  his  Indis|H>si- 
was  verj'  short ;  having  said  this,  the  Spaniixrd 
ented  him  with  a  Letter  and  a  little  Parcel,  and 
I  withdrew.  Carrick  did  not  know  what  to  make 
U  this,  but  as  soon  as  the  Stranger  was  withdrawn, 
led  his  Packet  in  order  to  see  what  it  contained. 
ound  in  it  a  Watch,  a  Diamond  Ring,  and  a  Note 
a  Merchant  for  two  hundred  pieces  of  HijLjht, 
:h  was  the  sum  Carrick  (to  make  himself  \ooV. 
at)  said  he  had  lost  by  tlie  Accident ;  the  Note  at 
time  infonning  him,  that  Don  Rap/iocl  Dc 
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Ponlo  thought  it  but  just  to  itstore  to  lum  vim 
had  lost  by  accompanjing  him  in  the  ionaa  Ni^ 
Adventure. 

Even'body  knows  that  no  Troops  made  a  ba 
Figure  in  the  Army,  than  Cunningkam's  Dragot 
in  the  English  Ser\-ice.  and  CotirU  MaJum's  in  l 
Forces  of  King  Phillip ;  both  the  Corps  mere 
the  most  part  Irish,  and  the  Officers  genoally  also 
that  Nation.  Carriek  was  very  intimate  with  dii 
of  Cunninghatn  s.  and  ha\'ing  been  once  or  twice  s 
into  the  Spanish  Army  with  a  Trumpet  and  Mesa 
he  had  gained  also  some  Knowledge  of  those  « 
served  under  Mahon.  Though  Carrick  m-as  a  M 
of  no  great  Solidit)-,  yet  he  had  Wit  enough  to  p 
pose  an  .Advantage  in  this  Acquaintance,  and  hav 
acquainted  his  General  Officer  with  a  Fossilnlit}' 
his  making  great  Discoveries  as  to  the  Motions  9 
jT^:;^r.>  uf  Lht  Enemy,  he  procured  a  vta^-  haodso 
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lied  himself,  when  his  Pocket  first  began  to  grow 
.  and  they  supplied  him  as  long  and  as  far  as 
i  were  able ;  but  alas  !  their  Contributions  went 

a  litde  >*"ay  tow^ards  supporting  his  Expences  ; 

he  happening  about  that  Time  to  fall  into  an 
Liaintance  with  Smith,  his  Countrjman,  they  after 
erious  Consultation  on  Ways  and  Means  to  sup> 
t  their  manner  of  Living,  came  at  last  to  a  Re- 
ition  of  taking  a  Purse  on  the  Road  ;  and  joined 
npany  soon  aften^'ards  with  Butler  another  Irish 
>ber,  who  was  Executed  some  time  before  them, 
the  Evidence  of  this  ver>'  Carrick  ;  of  which 
ai  Carrick's  elder  Brother  heard  in  Ireland,  he 
te  to  him  in  the  most  moving  Terms,  beseeching 
I  to  consider  the  sad  End  to  w^hich  he  was  running 
dlong,  and  the  Shame  and  Ignomy  with  which  he 
ered  his  Family  and  Friends ;  exhorting  him  at 

same  Time  not  to  cast  away  all  hopes  of  doing 
L  but  to  think  of  returning  to  Dublin,  where  he 
ired  him  he  would  meet  him,  and  provide  hand- 
lely  for  him,  notwithstanding  all  that  was  Past 
Jut  Carrick  little  r^jarded  this  good  Advice,  or 

kind  Overtures  made  him  by  his  Brother.  No 
ner  had  he  procured  his  Liberty,  but  he  returned 
his  old  Profession,  and  committed  a  Multitude 
Robberies  on  Finchley-Common,  Hounslow,  and 
r-shot  Heaths,  spending  all  the  Money  he  got  on 
men  of  the  To>^ti,  at  the  Gaming  Table,  and  in 
\  Clothes,  which  last  was  the  Thing  in  which  he 
med  most  to  Delight  But  Money  not  coming  in 
y  quick  by  these  Methods,  he  with  Malony,  Carrol, 

some  others  of  his  Countrymen,  b^ran  to  rob  in 

Streets,  and  by  that  Means  got  great  Sums  of 
fiey.      They   continued  this  Practice  for  a  long 


1 26  The  Life  0/ 

Space  of  Time  with  Safety  ;  but  being  out  one  niglj 
in    little    Queen-Street   by  Lituolns-Jnn-Fulds,  Ac^ 
stopped  between  One  and   Two  in  the  Morning, 
Chair  in  which  was  the  Hon.    William   Young,  fni 
whom  they   took  a  Gold  Watch,  valued  at  50/., 
Sword,    and    Forty    Guineas    in    Money.       Carrid 
thrusting  his  Pistol  into  the  Chair,  Carrol  watching 
at  a  Distance,  while  Molony  perceiving  the  GentlemanI 
hesitate  a  little  in  delivering,  said  with  a  stem  Voice,! 
Your  Money  Sir,  do  you  trifle  f  It  was  a  verj-  shoitl 
Time  after  the  Commission  of  this   Robbery,  thati 
both    he   and    his    Companion  Molony  were  taken,' 
Carrol  making    a    timely     Escape    to    his    native 
Kingdom.     While  James  Carrick  remained  in  A'Va^ 
gate,  his  Behaviour  was  equally  singular  and  indecent; 
for  he  affected  to  pass  his  Time  with  the  same  Gaiety 
in  his  last  Moments  as  he  had  spient  it  in  the  former 
part  of  his  Days. 
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if  his  Death  with  certain  loose  Women  who  had  been 
was  former  Favourites,  and  whom  no  Persuasions 
jHHiId  engage  him  to  banish  from  his  Presence,  while 
yet  had  Eyes,  and  could  behold  them  in  his  Sight. 
At  the  Place  of  Execution,  where  it  often  happens 
the  most  daring  Offenders  drop  that  Resolution 
which  they  foolishly  value  themselves,  Carrick 
not  in  die  least  as  to  his ;  he  gave  himself 
teel  Airs,  (as  Mr.  Purney  the  then  Ordinary 
it)  in  placing  the  Rope  about  his  Neck, 
iled  and  bowed  to  everybody  he  knew  round  him, 
continued  playing  an  hundred  little  Tricks  of  the 
e  odd  Nature,  until  the  very  instant  the  Cart 
ve  away,  declaring  himself  to  be  a  Roman  Catholic, 
that  he  was  persuaded  he  had  made  his  Peace 
th  God  in  his  own  Way.  In  this  Temper  he 
finished  his  Life  at  Tyburn,  on  the  i8th  of  July, 
1722,  being  then  about  Twenty-seven  Years  of  Age. 


The  Life  ^  John  Molonv,  a  Higlmnxyman, 

and  Street  Robber. 

OHN  MOLONY,  wasan/z-zij//;;/^;/  like- 
wise, born  at  Dublin,  and  sent  to  Sea  when 
very  Young,  with  the  Queen's  Letter.  He 
served  in  the  F*leets,  which  during  the  late 
)iieen*s  Reign,  sailed  into  the  Mediterranean ;  and 
api>ening  to  be  on  board  a  Ship  which  was  lost,  he 
rith  some  other  Sailors,  was  called  to  a  very  strict 
ocount  for  that  Misfortune,  upon  some  Presumption 
iiat   they   were   accessory  thereto.     Afterwards  he 
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sailed  in  a  Vessel  of  War  which  was  fit 
the  Pirates,  and  liad  therein  so  good  Luck,  that  if  IJ 
Inclinations  had  been  honest,  he  might  ctrtainl 
have  settled  very  handsomely  in  the  World  ;  but  thj 
-was  far  from  his  Intentions:  he  liked  a  Seamen! 
Pleasures,  Drinking  and  Gaming,  and  when  on  sha 
lewd  Women,  the  certain  Methods  of  being  broug 
to  such  ways  of  getting  Money  as  end  in  a  shamd 
Death. 

When   abroad,    his   Adventures  were  not  mail 
because  he  had  little  Opportunity  of  going  on  Shod 
yet  one  happened  in  Sicily,  which  made  a  very  grt! 
impression  upon  him.  and  which  it  may  not  therefil 
be  improper  to  relate.  There  were  two  Merchants 
Palermo,  both  young  Men,  and  perfectly  skilled 
the  Arts  of  Traffic  ;  they  had  a  very  liberal  Educate 
and  from  that  time  had  been  constant  Frieni 
Companions  together.     The  Intimacy  they 
long  continued,  was  cemented  by  dieir  m; 
two  Sisters:  they  lived  very  happily  for  the 
about  two  Years,  and  in  all  probability  mi_ 
continued  to  do  so  much  longer,  had  not  the  Dm 
who  attended  one  of  their  Wives,  died,  and  a  newi 
put  in  her  Place.     Not  knowing  the  young 
Brothers,  upon  their  speaking  to  them  at  Church,' 
gave  notice  of  it  to  the   Husband  of  her  whosL 
attended;  and  he  immediately  posting  to  his  "' 
bour.  the  Woman  telling  them  Ixjth  that  theil 
notwithstanding  all  she  could  say,   were 
two   well  dressed    Cavaliers;  at  which  the; 
iflvho  waited  on  the  other,  notwithstanding 
lof  her  Post,  saw  without  taking  any  notice 
lexasperaled  the  J  ealousy  of  the  Sicilians,  Ui; 
lore  ado,  they  ran  to  tlio  Church,  and  mt 
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pouses  coining  out  from  thence  with  an  Air  of 
.  the>"  seized  them  and  stabbed  them  dead  with 
:  Dagger  which  for  that  purpose  each  had 
led  under  his  Coat  Flying  into  the  Church 
ictuar)-,  they  there  discovered  their  Mistake  ; 
e  of  them,  seized  with  Fur>"  at  the  loss  of  a 
f  whom  he  was  extravagandy  Fond,  stabbed 
iier,  though  not  mortally,  and  with  many 
id  Wounds,  murdered  the  Duenna,  whose  rash 
had  been  the  Occasion  of  spilling  so  much 

n  Molonys  return  into  England^  he  was  totally 
all  Business,  and  minded  nothing  but  haunting 
iming  Tables,  living  on  the  Charity  of  his  for- 

Countrjmen,  when  his  Luck  was  bad,  and 
[ig  them  also  in  his  Turn,  when  he  had  a  favour- 
un  at  Dice,  It  was  at  one  of  these  Houses 
e  became  acquainted  with  Carrick,  and  the 
is  of  their  Tempers  creating  a  great  intimacy, 
I  short  knowledge  of  one  another,  they  joined 
^arrol^  a  Fellow  as  wicked  as  themselves,  but 

more  cruel,  and  were  all  concerned  in  that 
T\-  for  which  Carrick  and  Molony  died, 
en  these  two  Criminals  came  to  be  tried  at  the 
aiUy,  their  Behaviour  was  equally  Ludicrous, 
md  indecent,  affecting  to  rally  the  Evidence 
ras  produced  against  them,  and  to  make  the 
*  smile  at  their  premeditated  Bulls.     Carrick 

lean,  fair  Man,  and  stood  at  the  left  hand 
r  of  the  Bar ;  and  Molony  a  lai^er  built  Man, 
ore  a  browner  Wig.  Carrick  took  occasion  to 
[r.  Young,  when  he  stood  up  to  give  his  Evi- 
,  which  side  of  the  Chair  it  was  he  stood  on  when 
\bed  him.     NIr.    Young  answered  him,  that  he 
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stood  on  the  right  Side.    Why  noiu  what  a  lie 
returmd  Carrick  ;  yoie  know,  Molony.  I  stood  on  J 
left:   and  before  the    People  recovered  thcmsell 
from  laughing  at  this,  Molony  asked  him,  lolutti 
oured  Wig  he  took  him  to  have  on,  at  ilte  7'imt^ 
Robbery  was  committed.    Being  answered,  it  was  m 
the  same  Colour  with  that  he  had  on  then;  ^ 
another  Story  (quoth  Molony) ;  you  knew,  Carrie 
changed  Wigs  -a'ith  you  that  Morning,  oTtdwore^ 
the  Day.  * 

Yet  after  Sentence  was  passed,  Molony  laid  a^ 
all  Airs  of  Gaiety,  and  seemed  to  be  thorougjif^ft 
vinced  he  had  mistaken  the  true  Path  of  Happine 
He  did  not  care  to  see  Company,  treated  the  (h% 
nary  civilly  when  he  spoke  CO  him,  though  hep 
fessed  himself  a  Papist,  and  was  visited  by  a  Clo] 
,  man  of  that  Church. 

As  he  was  going  to  the  Place  of  Executioa, 
■still  looked  graver  and  more  concerned,  tliough 
■did  not  fall  into  tJiose  Agonies  of  Sighing  and  Tea 
las  some  do,  but  seemed  to  bear  his  miserable  St) 
Iwith  great  composedness  and  kesignation,  sa\ii^ 
wAad  repented  as  ti'ell  as  he  could  in  the  short  T\ 
f  allowed  him,  suffering  the  same  Day  with  the  ■ 
mentioned  Malefactors. 
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•^  >  ,•>  >  .'  .*  ^  T^  -  ^  M\^^ 
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^c  of  Thomas  Wilson,  a  notorious  Foot-pad. 

T  happens  so  commonly  in  the  World,  that 

I  am    persuaded  that  none  of  my  Readers 

but  must  have  remarked,  that  there  is  a 

certain  setded  and  stupid  Obstinacy  in  some 

5,  which  renders  them  capable  of  persevering 

Vet,  how  wicked  or  villanous  soever,  without 

eluctancy  at  the  Time  of  its  Commission,  or 

it)'  of  humbling  themselves  so  far  as  to  ac- 

^  and  ask  Pardon  for  their  Offences,  when 

or  discovered.     Of  this  rugged  Disposition 

Criminal  we  are  now  to  speak  of.      Thomas 

was  bom  of  Parents  not  in  the  worst  of  Cir- 

res,  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  London,    They 

1  him  both  in  respect  of  Learning  and  other 

as  well  as  their  Capacity  would  give  them 

but  Thomas  far  from  making  that  use  of  it 

y   desired,    addicted   himself  wholly   to   ill 

;,  that   is  to  Idleness,  and  diose  little  Crimes 

ng  others,  and  depriving  them  of  their  Pro- 

lich  an  ill  Custom  has  made  pass  for  trivial 

in  England.     But  it  seems  the  Parents  of 

did   not  think  so,  but  both  reprimanded  him 

rected    him   severely,   whenever   he  robbed 

5,  or  any  other  such  like  Feats  as  passed  for 

sofa  quick  Spirit  and  Ingenuity  in  Children 

;  honest  and  Religious  Parents. 

hese  Restraints  grew  quickly  so  grievous  to 

s  Temper,  that  he  obser\'ing  that  his  Parents 


132 


The  Life  of 


notwithstandir^  their  Correction,  were  reall 
him,  bethought  himself  of  a  Method  of  cc 
their  Dislike  to  his  Recreations ;  and  therd 
ing  away  from  his  Home,  he  rambled  for  a 
able  Space  in  the  Woods,  subsisting  hims« 
upon  such  Methods  as  he  had  before  us< 
Recreation ;  but  this  Project  was  so  far  frc 
Effect,  that  his  Parents  finding  him  in< 
looked  very  coldly  upon  him,  and  instead  ol 
him  the  more  for  this  Act  of  his  Disc 
treated  him  as  one  whom  they  foresaw  w 
Disgrace  to  their  Family,  and  of  whom  the) 
very  little  or  no  Hope.  Wilson  perceiving 
of  the  natural  Sourness  of  his  Temper,  rt 
abandon  them  totally,  which  he  did,  and  wc 
without  their  Consent  or  Notice ;  but  M< 
Cast  being  very  ill  suited  to  that  Employme 
the  strictest  Obedience  is  required  towai 
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•usiness  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  much  lighter 
:  than  that  he  had  endured  in  the  Space  of  his 

at  Sea-     He  served  Four  Years  honestly  in- 

and  with  as  much  Content  as  a  Person  of  his 
ded  Mind  could  enjoy  in  any  State.  But  at 
nd  of  that  Space,  good  Usage  had  so  far  spoiled 
that  he  longed  to  be  at  Liberty  again,  though  at 
xpense  of  another  Sea  Voyage.  Accordingly 
ig  his  Master,  he  went  away  again,  on  board 
i^Ierchant  Man  bound  for  the  Straights.  During 
ime  which  the  Ship  lay  in  Port  for  her  Loading, 
ntracted  some  Distempers  from  the  Heat  of  the 
try,  and  his  immoderate  Love  to  its  Wine  and 
^ruits  that  grow  there.  These  brought  him 
low,  and  he  falling  at  the  same  time  into  Com- 
of  some  ill  Women,  made  an  Addition  to  his 
ir  Ailments,  by  adding  one  of  the  worst  and 
painful  of  all  Distempers  to  the  Miseries  he 
e  endured. 

this  miserable  Condition,  more  like  a  Ghost 
a  Man,  he  shipped  himself  at  last  for  England 
Vessel,  the  Captain  of  which,  out  of  Charity, 

him  his  Passage  Home.  The  Air  of  that 
ite  in  which  he  was  bom  recovered  him  to  a 
:le.  Soon  after  which,  being  (I  suppose)  cured 
of  those  Maladies  which  had  attended  the 
ish  Women's  Favours,  he  fell  in  Love  with  a 
honest  industrious  young  Woman,  and  quickly 
died  with  her  to  marry  him  ;  but  her  Friends 

discovering  what  a  profligate  Life  he  led, 
»^ed  she  should  not  Share  in  the  Misfortunes 
Measures  would  be  sure  to  draw  upon  him, 
they  took  her  away  from  him.  How  crabbed 
ir  this  Malefactor  might  be  towards  others,  ^-^t 
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so  affectionately  fond  was  he  of  his  Wife,  tha 
taking  of  her  au'ay  made  him  not  only  uneas\ 
melancholy,  but  drove  him  also  into  Distracdoa 
relieve  his  Grief  at  first,  he  betook  himself  to 
Companies  that  afterwards  led  him  to  the  Co 
which  brought  on  his  Death,  and  in  almost  al 
Villanies  he  committed  afterwards,  he  was  h 
ever  sober,  so  much  did  the  Loss  of  his  Wife 
the  Remorse  of  the  Course  of  Life  he  led  affec 
whenever  he  allowed  himself  coolly  to  reflect  the 
The  Crew  he  had  engaged  himself  in  wen 
most  notorious  and  most  cruel  Foot-pads  whic 
many  Years  had  infested  the  Road.  The  Rob! 
they  committed  were  numerous  and  condnuai 
the  manner  in  which  they  perpetrated  them, 
and  inhuman  ;  for  they  seldom  going  out  with  Pi 
the  Sight  of  which  serves  often  to  terrify  Pa 
MonL-y.   without  oli'erintr  them 
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hat  he  made  not  the  least  Resistance  while  they 
iDok  away  his  Money  and  his  Watch,  stripped  him 
rf  his  Hat  and  Wig,  his  Waistcoat  and  a  pair  of 
Silver  Buckles  ;  but  when  one  of  them  perceiving  a 
Ring  of  some  Value  upon  his  Finger,  went  to  tear  it 
pfi^  he  begged  him  in  the  most  moving  Terms  to 
ve  it,  because  it  had  been  given  him  by  his  Lady, 
o  would  never  forgive  the  Loss  of  it  However  it 
pened,  he  who  first  went  to  take  it  off,  seemed  to 
tat  the  Fellow's  repeated  Entreaties,  but  Wilson 
inghold  of  the  Fellow's  Hand,  dragged  it  off  at 
Kmce,  sa^nng  at  the  same  time,  Sirrah,  /  suppose  you 
Wiyour  Zm^s'Stallion,  aful  Uu  Riftg comes  as  /lopustly 
\h  us  as  it  did  to  you. 

'  A  few  Da)'s  after  this  Adventure,  Wilson  being 
M  very  drunk,  thought  he  would  go  out  on  the 
Koad  himself,  in  hopes  of  acquiring  a  considerable 
Boot}'  without  being  obliged  to  share  it  with  his 
Companions.  He  had  not  walked  above  half  an 
Hour  before  he  overtook  a  Man  laden  with  several 
itde  glazed  Pots  and  other  things,  which  being  tied 
Jp  in  a  Cloth,  he  had  hung  upon  the  End  of  a  Stick 
ind  carried  on  his  Shoulder.  Wilson  coming  behind 
turn,  with  one  of  those  Sticks  loaded  as  I  have  men- 
tioned, knocked  him  down  by  the  Side  of  a  Ditch,  and 
immediately  secured  his  Bundle ;  but  attempting  to 
rifle  him  farther,  his  Foot  slipped,  being  ver)-  full  of 
Liquor,  and  he  tumbled  backwards  himself  into  the 
Ditch.  The  poor  man  took  that  Opportunity  to  get 
q>  and  run  away  ;  and  Wilson^  so  soon  as  he  could 
recover  himself,  retreated  to  one  of  those  ill  Houses 
that  entertain  such  People,  in  order  to  see  what  great 
Purchase  he  had  got ;  but  upon  opening  the  Cloth, 
not  a  little  out  of  Humour  at  finding  four  Pots, 
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each  AUed  with  a  Pound  c^  Rapee  SnuflC  and  as  mu 
Galley- Pots  (rf  scented  Pomatum. 

Some  Ni^ts  after  this  Expedition,  he  and  one  ( 
his  Companions  went  out  on  the  like  Erraod,  ai 
had  not  been  long  in  the  Fields,  before  they  percovf 
one  Mr.  Cc^vJJ,  near  Islimgton.  Wilsons  Compaiw 
immediately  resoK-ed  to  attack  him ;  but  W&k 
himself  n'as  struck  with  such  a  Terror,  that  1 
Ixigged  htm  to  desist,  from  an  Apprehension  diat  i 
Man  knew  him.  but  that  not  prevailii^  with  1 
Associate,  they  robbed  him  of  a  Hat  and  Wig.  a 
about  a  Shilling  in  Mone)-.  Wilson  was  quid 
apprehended,  but  his  Companion  having  ikx 
thereof,  saved  himself  by  a  Flight  tnb>  Holland. 
the  ensuing  Sessicms  Wilson  was  indicted,  not  o 
for  this  Fact,  but  for  many  otfiers  of  a  like  Nati 
to  all  of  which  he  immediatdy  pleaded  gui 
declaring  that  as  he  had  done  few  favours  to  Manki 
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I,  no  Discoveries  could  be  made,  so  as  they 
It  be  apprehended  and  brought  to  Justice, 
WH  declared  that  for  three  of  the  most  Notorious, 
had  made  their  escapes  into  Holland  some  time 
re  he  was  apprehended,  two  others  were  there  in 
^ie  for  trivial  Offences,  and  another  whom  he 
Id  not  Name  was  retired  into  Warwickshire^  and 
"ied  there,  and  led  a  very  honest  and  industrious 
.  At  the  Place  of  Execution,  he  seemed  less 
ited  than  any  of  the  Malefactors  who  suffered 
him,  shewed  himself  several  times  by  standing 
3  the  Spectators  before  the  Rope  was  fastened 
It  his  Neck,  and  told  them  that  he  hoped  they 
Id  give  no  Credit  to  any  spurious  Accounts  which 
It  be  published  of  him,  because  whatever  he 
ght  might  be  necessary  for  them  to  know,  he 
digested  in  a  Paper  which  he  had  delivered  the 
iay  before  he  died,  in  order  to  be  communicated 
le  Public  He  added,  that  since  he  had  been  in 
Tart,  he  had  been  informed  that  one  Phelps  had 
committed  to  Newgate  for  a  Robber)'  mentioned 
im  in  his  Paper ;  he  said,  as  he  was  a  dying  Man 
new  nothing  of  PhelpSy  and  that  he  was  not  in 
manner  whatsoever  concerned  in  that  Robbery 
irhich  he  had  been  apprehended.  He  then  put 
ilope  about  his  Neck,  and  submitted  to  his  Death 
g^eat  Resolution,  being  then  about  Twenty 
s  of  Age,  and  the  Day  he  suffered  the  26th  of 
\  1722. 

Paper  delivered  by  tlie  above  mentioned  Criminal 
f  Day  be/ore  his  Execution. 

Thomas  Wilson,  desire  it  may  be  known^  that  I 
m  a  Horse  Way  t/uxt  lies  between  H  ighgate  and 
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Homsey,  wlure  niecling  a  Afatt  and  a  Woman, 
enquired  ilie  Way  to  Upper  Holloway ;  we  dir 
tfiem  across  the  Fields  :  mean  time  we  drank  two  ^ 
of  Ale  to  Itearten  us,  then  followed  tliem,  and  n 
them,  of  Two  Shillings  and  some  half  Penee, 
Woman  s  Apron,  her  Hat  and  Iter  coloured  Ham 
chief ;  we  left  them  without  misusing  them,  th 
there  was  Tlioughts  of  doing  it.  My  Companion 
robbed  with  me  is  gotie  to  Holland,  upon  hatrii 
was  taken  up,  though  I  should  iwt  have  impeached 
but  his  Friends  lived  in  Holland.  Another  Rol 
we  committed  was  by  a  Barn  in  a  Foot-path 
Pancras  Church,  of  a  Hat  and  Tye-Wig,  and  C 
and  some  goods  he  was  carrying  ;  but  we  heard  hi 
a  considerable  Sum  of  Afoaey  about  him,  but  lu 
away  and  I  ran  after  him  ;  but  I  being  Dntn 
escaped,  and  I  was  glad  to  get  off  safe.  We  rt 
two  otiter  Men  near  Copenh^en- House,  of  a 
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'ne Lives  ^Robert  Wilkinson  &  James  Lincoln, 

Murderers  afut  Foot-Pads. 

lOBERT  WILKINSON,  like  abundance 
of  other  young  Men,  contracted  in  his  Youth 
a  liking  to  Idleness,  and  an  aversion  to  all 
sort  of  Work  and  Labour,  never  applying 
himself  for  a  Livelihood  to  any  thing  that  was  Honest, 
die  only  employment  he  ever  pretended  to,  being 
diat  of  a  Prize-Fighter  or  Boxer ^  at  Hockley  in  the 
Haie^  where,  as  he  was  a  Fellow  of  prodigious  Dex- 
terity, though  he  was  low  in  Stature,  and  very  small 
limbed,  he  was  much  taken  notice  of ;  and  as  is  usual 
for  Persons  who  have  long  addicted  themselves  to 
such  a  Way  of  Living,  he  had  contracted  an  inhuman- 
ity of  Temper,  which  made  him  litde  concerned  at 
the  greatest  miseries  he  saw  others  Suffer,  and  even 
regardless  of  what  might  happen  to  himself.  The 
set  of  Villains  into  whose  Society  he  had  joined 
himself,  viz.  :  Carrick  who  was  Executed,  Carrol 
who  made  his  Escape  into  Ireland^  Limoln  of  whom 
we  shall  speak  afterwards,  Shaio  and  Burridgc  before 
mentioned,  and  William  Lock,  perpetrated  together 
a  prodigious  number  of  Villanies,  often  attended  with 
cruel  and  bloody  Acts. 

Some  of  these  Fellows  it  seems  valued  themselves 
much  on  the  Ferocity  of  their  Tempers,  and  the 
Vigour  they  exerted  in  the  War  they  carried  on 
against  the  rest  of  Mankind ;  amongst  which  Wilkin- 
soH  might  be  jusdy  reckoned,  being  ever  ready   to 


140  Tlu  Lives  of 

second  anv  bloody  Proposal,  arid  as  unwilling 
comply  with  any  good  natured  One ;  an  Instano 
which  happened  in  the  Case  of  two  Gentlemen,  wl; 
with  Shaw  and  Burridge  he  attacked  near  Highg 
Not  contented  with  robbing  them  of  about  F( 
Shillings  in  Money,  their  Watches,  and  whate 
was  about  them  valuable,  Wilkinson,  after  they  b 
dismounted,  knocked  one  of  them  into  a  Ditch,  wlr 
he  would  have  strangled  him  with  his  Hand,  if 
of  his  Comrades  had  not  hindered  him ;  the  J 
pleading  all  the  while  the  other  held  him,  that 
was  without  Arms,  incapable  of  making  any  Re; 
ance,  and  that  it  was  equally  base  and  barbarous 
injure  him.  who  neither  could,  nor  would,  pursue  h 
Though  this  Fact  was  very  fully  proved,  yet  Wilt 
sou  strongly  denied  it,  as  indeed  he  did  almost  evi 
thing,  though  Nothing  was  more  notorious  than  t 
he   had  livwl  by  tliese  wicked  Counies  for 
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t  respect  as  his  Tutor  or  Gentleman  ;  appearing 
"St  ver)'  much  dissatisfied  with  his  making  his 
resses  to  a  Woman  so  much  beneath  him,  but 
mding,  as  the  Affairs  went  on,  to  be  so  much 
1  with  her  Wit,  Prudence,  and  genteel  Behaviour; 
he  said  his  Master  had  made  an  excellent  Choice 
advised  him  to  delay  his  Marriage  no  longer 
till  he  had  setded  his  Affairs  with  his  Guardian, 
ing  as  such,  a  certain  Noble  Lord  of  unquestioned 
:acter  and  Honour.  These  pretences  prevailing 
le  Credulity  of  an  Old  Maid,  who  like  most  of 
Species,  was  fond  of  the  Company  of  young 
Dws,  and  in  Raptures  at  the  Thoughts  of  a  Lover, 
who  thought  it  a  prodigious  long  while  till  these 
)unts  were  made  up,  enquired  wherever  she 
;  when  such  a  Lord  would  come  to  Town  ?  and 
ing  at  last  with  great  Satisfaction,  that  he  would 
linly  come  over  from  Ireland  that  Summer,  the 
lily  in  which  she  lived,  going  out  of  Town  as 
1,  left  her  in  Charge  of  the  House  ;  and  there 
g  nobody  but  herself  and  an  under  Maid,  her 
sr  often  visited  her,  and  at  last  told  her  such 
ly  my  Lord  had  appointed  to  settle  his  Affairs, 
deliver  up  all  his  Trust  The  Evening  of  this 
the  Gentleman  and  his  Tutor  came,  and  brought 
them  a  bundle  of  Papers  and  Parchments,  which 
pretended  were  the  Instruments  which  had  been 
2d  on  this  Occasion.  After  making  Merr)'  with 
House-keeper  and  the  Maid,  on  a  Supper,  which 
had  sent  for  from  the  Tavern,  the  Elder  of  them 
5t  pulls  out  his  JVate/i,  and  said.  Come,  'tis  time 
'  /business,  'tis  almost  one  0' Clock,  upon  which  the 
r  arose,  seized  the  House-keeper,  whom  he  had 
»ng  paid  his  Addresses  to,  and  clapped  an   Ivory 
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Gag  into  her  Mouth,  while  his  Companion  did  tb 
same  thing  by  the  other ;  then   putting  out  all  A    ' 
Candles,  having  first  put  one  into  a  da^  Lanthon    - 
they  had  brought   on   purpose,  they   led    the  pa 
creatures  up  and  down  the    House,  until  the)-  In    ' 
shewn    them    the    several    Places  where  the  Pfat^ 
Jewels,  Linen,  and  other  valuable  Things  bek 
to  the  Family  were  laid.     After  having  bundled  i 
which,   they  threw  them  down  upon  the  Floor,  t' 
their  Ancles  to  one  another,  and  left  them  haiw 
one  on  one  Side,  and  the  other  on  the  other  Side  < 
the  Parlour  Door,  in  which  posture  they  were  fou 
the  next  Day  at  Noon,  at  the  very  point  of  expirii 
their    Blood    having  stagnated   about  their  Na 
which  put  them  into  the  greatest  Danger. 

But  to  return  to  Wilkinson :  one  Night,  he  vidll 
his  Companions  Litualn  and  William  Lock,  cameupl 
with  one  Peter  Martin,  a  poor  Pensioner,  of  Cht' 
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in  Chains,  he  did  not  value  it,  but  he  had  no 
r  to  tell  Lies  to  make  himself  guilty  of  Things 

did.  Three  Days  and  three  Nights  before 
rie  of  his  Death  he  abstained  totally  from 
nd  Drink,  which  rendered  him  so  faint,  that 
scarce  Strength  to  speak  at  the  Tree^ 
s  LifuolMy'who  died  with  him,  for  the  afore- 
irf  Murder,  was  a  Fellow  of  a  more  docile 
ide  Temper  than  IVilkiftson,  owned  abun- 
"  the  Offences  he  had  been  guilty  of,  and  had 
1  (as  he  himself  owned)  to  have  robbed  the 
"  NcuKostle  of  his  Garter  Orttaments,  as  he 
[  from  the  Instalment  Notwithstanding 
)nfessions,  he  persisted  as  well  as  IVilhifison, 
y  denying  that  he  knew  anything  of  the  Mur- 
he  Pensioner,  and  saying,    That  he  forgave 

Lock  who  hadszoorn  hifnselfatui  t/um  into  it. 
on  at  the  time  of  his  Execution  was  about 
re  Years  Old,  and  James  Limoln  somewhat 
they  died  at  the  same  time  with  the  afore- 
ed  Malefactor,  Wilson,  at  Tyburn. 


Life  of  Math  IAS  Hrinsdkn,  a  Murderer. 

HOUGH  all  Offences  against  the  Laws  of 
God  and  the  Law  are  highly  criminal   in 
themselves,  as  well  as  fatal  in  their  Conse- 
quences, there  are  certainly  some  degrees 
and  pett)^  Thieveries,  and  Crimes  of  a  like 
which  seem  to  fall  very  short  in  comparison 
atrocious  Guilt  of  Murder,  and  the  imbruing 
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one's  Hands  in  Blood,  more  especially  when  a  Cii 
of  so  deep  a  dye  in  itself  is  heightened  by  aj^m 
ing  Circumstances.  Mathias  Brinsden  ■vi^'^xa 
the  Subject  of  our  present  Narration,  was  a  Mai 
tolerable  Circumstances  at  the  time  the  Misfort 
happened  to  him  for  which  he  died.  He  had  se\-> 
Children  by  his  Wife  whom  he  murdered,  and  i 
whom  he  had  lived  in  great  Uneasiness  for  al 
time.  The  deceased  Mrs.  Brinsden  was  a  Woi 
of  great  Spirit,  much  addicted  to  Company  and 
a  little  to  Drinking.  This  had  occasioned  ni 
Quarrels  between  her  and  her  Husband,  on  thes 
of  those  Extravagancies  she  was  guilty  of, 
Brinsden  thinking  it  very  hard  that  she  sh 
squander  away  his  Money,  when  he  had  a  1 
Family  and  scarce  knew  how  to  maintain  it. 

Their  Quarrels  frequently  rose  to  such  a  H( 
as  to  alarm  the  Neighbourhood  :  the  Man  being 
cruel,  and  the  Woman  of  an   obstinate  Temp. 
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r  transported  with  Passion  as  to  do  her  an 
y  again. 

le  fatal  Occasion  of  that  Quarrel  which  produced 
immediate  Death  of  the  Woman,  \\*ann  with 
or,  and  in  the  midst  of  Passion,  and  soon  after 
:[ht  on  a  shameful  and  ignominious  End  to  the 

himself,  happened  by  Mrs.  Hr/nst/tfis  drinking 
fully  with  some  Company  at  home,  and  after 

going  a\\'ay,  demanding  of  her  Husband,  tcAii/ 
ioxM  Atnr  for  Supper  f  He  answered.  Bread 
Zkeese.  to  which  the  Deceased  replied,  that  she 
kt  Bread  and  Cheese  twee  a  Day  ttw^  eMiyu^,  and 
w  had  att  it  for  her  Dinner  she  7iVii/d  not  eat  it 
iipper.  Brinsden  said,  she  should  haxe  ho  better 
ike  Rest  of  his  Family,  who  urre  /iJte  to  6e  cou- 
f  zci/h  the  siime,  except  his  Eldest  DiVi^Ater,  for 
f  he  had proz'ided  a  Pie,  and  towan.ls  whom  upon 
ccasions  he  shewed  a  peculiar  Aftection,  raised 
?  said,  from  the  Care  she  took  of  his  other  Chi/- 
and  of  his  Affairs,  though  malicious  and  ill- 
ned  People  gaze  out,  that  it  sprung  from  a  much 
\  an^l  indeed  the  zen'  basest  if  all  Bntsims.  On 
)iscourse  I  have  mentioned  between  him  and  his 
.  Mrs.  Brinsden  in  a  violent  Passion,  declared, 
i\yuld  go  to  the  Genex^a  Shop  and  sup  xcith  her 
tds  zcho  ttvrr  g09te  from  her  but  a  little  before. 
bereupon  got  between  her  and  the  Door,  having 
Inife  in  his  Hand  with  which  he  cut  the  Bread 
Cheese,  and  she  still  persisting  with  great 
ace  in  endeavouring  to  go  out,  he  threw  her 
I  with  one  Hand,  and  stabbed  her  with  the  other. 

is  the  Account  of  this  bloodv  Action,  as  it  \\-as 
A  against  him  at  his  Trial  by  his  own  Daughter ; 
jh  he  persisted  in  it,  that  what  she  called  tJhrow- 
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ing  down  was  only  gently  laying  her  oh  the  Bed ; 
she  received  the  Blow,  which  as  he  averred  happ< 
only  by  chance,  and  her  own  pressing  hasd 
against  him  as  the  Knife  was  in  his  Hand  :  how 
that  was,  he  sent  for  Basilicon  and  Sugar  to  dres: 
Wound,  in  hopes  she  might  at  least  recover  so  f 
to  declare  there  was  no  Malice  between  them, 
those  endeavours  were  in  vain,  for  she  never  s| 
after.  In  the  meanwhile  Britisden  took  occ 
during  the  Bustle  that  this  sad  Accident  occasic 
to  fly  to  one  Mr.  Keggss  at  Shadwell-Dock,  wl 
though  for  some  small  space  he  continued  safe 
the  Terrors  and  Apprehensions  he  was  under, 
more  shocking  and  uneasy  than  all  the  Miserii 
experienced  after  his  being  taken  up.  Such  i; 
weight  of  Blood,  and  such  the  dreadful  Conditio 
the  Wicked. 

At  his  Trial  he  put  on  an  Air  of  Boldness 
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=  nder  Sentence  he  behaved  himself  very  indolently 
sottishly,  doing  nothing  but  eating  his  Victuals 

Dosing  in  his  Bed,  thinking  it  at  the  same  time 
ar>'  great  Indignit)',  that  he  should  be  obliged  to 
I  up  with  those  Thieves  and  Robbers  who  were 
the  same  State  of  Condemnation  with  himself, 
a)^  behaving  himself  towards  them  very  distandy, 

as  if  it  would  have  been  a  great  Debasement  to 
I  if  he  had  joined  with  them  in  Devotion.  His 
Mghtcr  who  had  borne  Witness  against  him  at  his 
al,  came  to  him  at  Chapel  and  begged  his  forgive- 
5,  even  for  having  testified  the  Truth.  At  first 
turned  away  from  her  with  much  Indignation ; 
second  Day  she  came,  after  great  Intreaty  and 
suasion  of  his  Friends,  he  at  last  muttered  out,  / 
^ve you.  But  the  Girl  coming  the  third  Day  and 
[lesdy  desiring  he  would  Kiss  her,  which  at  first 
refused,  but  at  last  turning  to  her  and  weeping 
lentably,  he  took  her  in  his  Arms,  and  said.  For 
^isfs  Sake,  tuy  Child^  forgii^  fne ;  I  liaz^e  robbed 
of  your  Mother^  be  a  good  Child,  rat/ier  die  tlian 
/,  never  be  in  a  Passion,  but  curb  your  Anger, 
nour  your  Mistress,  for  s/ie  will  be  both  a  Father 
la  Mother  to  you,  pray  for  your  Father  and  think 
\im  as  well  as  you  can. 

\t  the  Place  of  Execution  he  composed  himself  to 
fier  with  as  much  Patience  as  he  could,  and  while 
I  Rest  threw  Books  and  Handkerchiefs  to  their 
lends,  he  seemed  wrapped  up  in  a  profound 
iditadon,  out  of  which  he  drew  himself  as  soon  as 
lyers  b^p.n,  and  assisted  with  much  Cheerfulness 
i  Attention.  When  they  were  ended,  he  stood 
and  desired  the  Ordinary  to  repeat  after  him,  the 
lowing  Speech,  which  he  dictated  Word  for  W'ord 
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as  I  hav:  transcribed  it.  seeming  most  p^ionat 
affisrt'al  with  the  Keflecticm  the  Worid  had  cast 
himv:lf  and  liaughter.  as  my  Readers  will  perce 
\>y  \Xv.  .Six:«:h  itself.  After  the  making  which, 
was  imnicrdiatdy  turned  oflT.  on  the  Sixteenth  of  Ji 
1772. 

The  last  Speech  (7/"Mathias  Brinsden. 

/  luai  horn  of  kind  Parents,  who  gave  me  a  Learm 
ami  went  Apprentice  to  a  fine  Drawer.  T  hadej 
jars,  ivhieli  might  increase  a  natural  WaspiskntS^ 
>ny  Temper.  /  fell  in  love  with  Hannah  my  i 
If'ife,  and  after  much  difficulty,  won  her,  s/te  hav 
l-'ive  Suitors  at  the  same  Time.  We  had  '. 
i  'hildren  (half  of  them  dead)  and  I  believe  wc  Ic 
iiuh  other  dearly,  but  often  quarrelled  and fou^ 
I'lay  jiood  I'cvpli  mind,  I  had  no  .Malice  again. 
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men  wi/l  maJte  Surmises  be  Certainties,  Good 
-istians^  Pray  for  me,  I  deserts  Death,  I  am  tai/- 
'  to  die  ;  for  though  my  Sifts  are  great,  God's 
rcics  are  greater. 


The  Life  of  Edmund  Neal,  a  Foot-pad. 

« 
F  all  the  unhappy  Wretches  whose  Ends, 

that  their  Examples  may  be  of  the.  more  a^«  ' 

use  to  Mankind,  I  have  recorded,  there  is 

none  perhaps  which  be  more  useful,  if  well 

sidered,  than  this  oi Edmund  NeaL  Though  there 

nothing  in  it  very  extraordinary,  yet  it  contains 

erfect  Picture  of  low  Pleasures,  for  which  Men 

rifice  Reputation  and  Happiness,  and  go  on  in  a 

uptuous  Dream,  until  they  awake  to   Tanporal, 

I  but  for  the  Mercy  of  God  to  eternal,  Death. 

rhis  Edfnund  Neal  was  the  Son  of  a  Father  of 

same  Name,  a  Blacksmith,  in  a  Market  Town  in 

\ru:ickshire.     He  was  one  of  those  Mechanics  who 

n  a  particular  Observance  of  the  Foibles  of  human 

tare,  insinuate  themselves  into  the  good  Graces 

iiose  who  employ  them  ;  and  from  being  treated 

something  even  beneath  a  Servant,  grew  up  at 

t  into  a  Confidence,  to  which  it  would  not  be  im- 

iper  to  affix  the  Name  of  a  Friend.     This  Edmund 

■A  senior,  had  by  this  Method  climbed  by  a  little 

9  he  had  in  Horses,  from  pairing  of  their  Hoofs, 

Erecting  of  their  Riders,  until  in  short  there  was 

■C3e  a  sporting  Squire  in  the  Neighbourhood  but 

I  Edmund  was  of  his  Privy  Council.     Yet  though 

got  a  vast  deal  of  Money,  he  took  very  litde  Care 
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of  the  Education  of  his  Son,  whom  he  scarce  affor 
as  much  Learning  as  would  enable  him  to  rea 
Cltapter ;  but  notwithstanding  this,  he  carried 
about  with  him  wherever  he  went,  as  if  the  Comp 
of  Gendemen,  though  he  was  unable  to  converee  \ 
them,  would  have  been  sufficient  to  improve  him. 
The  Scenes  young  A^^a/ saw  at  the  House  whii 
his  Father  carried  him,  tilled  him  with  such  a  lil 
to  Debauchery',  and  such  a  irreclaimable  Passion 
sensual  Pleasures,  as  was  the  Source  from  wh( 
his  following  Misfortunes  flowed.  For  what,  as 
himself  complained,  first  gave  him  Occasion  to  rej 
at  his  Condition,  and  filled  him  with  wande 
I  nclinations  of  pursuing  an  idle  and  extravagant  1 
was  the  forcing  him  to  go  Apprentice  to  a  Taih 
Trade  for  which  he  had  always  had  the  grea 
Aversion  and  Contempt.  No  sooner  therefore 
he  placed  out  Apprentice,  but  the  young  Fellow 
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n  so  much  in  Debt  that  he  was  oblijj^  to  rty  into 
t  Countr\\  The  Relation  I  say  of  these  Adven- 
es made  such  an  Impression  on  >*oung  Xeai,  that 
was  never  at  rest  until  he  fell  into  a  Method  of 
mi^  them ;  and  as  ill  I>esigns  seldom  wait  long 

an  Opportunit}%  so  the  Death  of  his  first  Master, 
1  his  being  turned  over  to  a  Second,  much  less 
leful  and  diligent  in  his  Business,  furnished  Keal 
ii  that  Occasion  he  wanted.  This  Master  he  both 
ated  of  his  Money  and  defrauded  of  his  Goods ; 
ting  in  loose  and  disorderly  Persons  in  the  Night, 
1  finding  a  Way  for  their  going  out  again  in  the 
aming  before  his  Master  was  awake,  and  conse- 
cndy  without  the  least  Suspicion. 
These  Practices  quickly  broke  the  Man  with  whom 

li\'ed.  and  his  Breaking  turned  Edmutid  upon  the 
de  World,  equally  destitute  of  Money,  Friends, 
d  Capadt\\  Not  knowing  what  to  do,  and  having 
t  two  Shillings  in  his  Pocket  he  took  a  solitar\' 
alk  to  that  End  of  the  Town  which  went  out  upon 
*  LmmJoM  Road,  and  there  by  Chance  met  with  a 
Oman,  who  asked  him  to  go  with  her  to  Lom/opi. 
t  not  knowing  what  to  do  with  himself,  accepted 

her  Offer,  and  without  any  more  Words  to  the 
iigain  they  set  out  together.  The  Woman  was 
ry  kind  to  him  on  the  Road,  and  poor  Ei/mund 
Ktered  himself,  that  Money  was  so  plentiful  in 
mdtm  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  remain 
diout  it  but  he  was  miserably  mistaken  upon  his 
(rival  there.  He  went  to  certain  publick  Houses  of 
isons  whom  he  had  known  in  the  Countr\\  who 
stead  of  using  him  civilly,  in  a  Day  or  two's  Time 
ic  for  thrusting  him  out  of  Doors,  Some  common 
omen  also  who  finding  him  to  be  a  poor  Countr\* 
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Fellow,  easily  seduced  him,  and  kept  him  amon 
them,  until  between  their  Lust  and  their  Disea: 
they  put  him  in  a  fair  Road  to  the  Grave. 

Tired  out  with  their  Vices,  which  were  even 
gross  for  a  Mind  so  corrupted  as  his  was,  he  cho 
rather  to  go  and  live  with  a  Brewer  and  carrj- 
Drink  ;  but  after  living  some  time  with  two  Mas 
of  that  Occupation,  his  Mind  still  roving  after 
easier  and  pleasanter  Life,  he  endeavoured  to  ge 
at  some  public  House,  which  at  last  he  with  m 
ado  effected  at  Sadler  s  Wells.  This  appeared 
great  an  Happiness,  that  he  thought  he  should  ne 
be  tired  of  a  Life  where  there  was  so  much  Mr 
and  Dancing,  to  which  he  had  been  always  addic 
and,  as  he  phrased  it  himself,  thought  he  was 
another  World  when  he  got  with  a  set  of  Men  . 
Maids  in  a  Bam,  with  a  Fiddle  among  them.  H 
ever,  he  at  last  grew  tired  of  that  also.     ResoK 
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i  West  of  Englafid.     The  Rebellion  being  then 
Ncai  with  ver)'  great  J  oy  accepted  of  a  Dis- 
y.  from  the  Service,  and  once  more  in  search  of 
less  came  up  to  Loftdon. 

le  Reputation  he  had  acquired  of  an  honest  Ser- 
from  the  Hog  Merchant  he  had  formerly  lived 
quickly  procured  him  a  Place  with  another  of  the 
Trade.  With  him  he  lived  too  (as  was  said) 
honesdy,  and  having  been  trusted  with  twenty 
irtj-  Pounds  at  a  Time,  was  always  found  very 
^  and  faithful ;  but  happening  unluckily  to  work 
with  one  PimhcTy  who  in  the  Course  of  his  Life 
>een  as  unhappy  as  himself,  they  thereupon  grew 
intimate  together,  and  being  a  couple  of  Fellows 
r§  odd  Tempers,  after  having  got  half  Drunk  at 
ifampshire  Hog,  they  took  it  in  their  Heads, 
there  was  not  in  the  World  two  Fellows  so 
ppy  as  themselves.  This  Subject  began  when 
were  maudling,  and  as  they  grew  quite  drunk, 
came  to  a  Resolution  to  go  out  and  beat  every 
'  they  met,  for  being  happier  than  themselves, 
first  Persons  they  met  in  this  Expedition,  was  a 
old  Man  whose  Name  was  Dornur,  and  his 
The  Woman  they  abused  grossly,  and  the 
Pifuher  knocked  down,  though  very  much  in 
5.  Ncal  afterwards  rolled  him  about,  and  either 
or  shook  out  of  his  pocket  all  the  money  he  had, 
I  was  but  three  Pence  F*arthing.  For  this 
XHintable  Action  they  were  both  apprehended, 
and  convicted,  with  three  other  Persons  in  the 
wU>€r  Sessions,  1722.  But  their  inhuman  be- 
•ur  to  the  old  Man,  made  such  an  impression 
le  Court  to  their  Disadvantage,  that  when  the 
h    Warrant   came    down,    they   two  only   were 
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appointed  for  Execution.  At  the  near  approa 
Death,  Neal  appeared  excessively  astonished 
what  between  Fear  and  Concern,  his  Senses 
disordered  ;  however  at  the  Place  of  Executic 
seemed  more  composed  than  he  had  been,  said  i 
very  fit  he  slimtld  die,  but  added,  ke  suffered  t 
for  being  drunk,  than  any  Desigjt  he  had  either , 
or  use  the  Man  cruelly.  As  for  William  Piiuhi 
Companion  both  in  the  Robbery  and  in  its  Pi 
meni,  he  seemed  to  be  the  counterpart  of  N* 
down-right  Norfolk  Clown,  born  within  six  Mi 
Lynn,  and  by  the  Kindness  of  a  Master  of 
Fortune,  taken  into  his  House  with  an  Inte 
breed  him  up,  on  his  Father's  going  for  a  So 
At  first  he  behaved  himself  virtuously  and  dilig 
and  thereby  got  much  into  the  favour  of  his  Mi 
but  falling  into  loose  Company,  and  addicting  hi 
to  sotting'  in  Ale -houses,  his  unce  kind  and  indu 
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to  go  into  the  Service  of  the  Queen,  as  a  Soldier, 
and  in  that  Capacity  went  over  with  those  who  were 
sent  into  Amerita  to  quell  the  Indians.  These 
People  were  at  that  lime  instigated  by  the  Fremh  to 
attack  our  Plantations  on  the  Main  near  which  the)- 
lay.  The  greatest  Part  of  these  poor  Creatures  were 
without  European  Arms  ;  yet  several  amongst  them 
had  Fusees,  Powder  and  Ball  from  the  French,  with 
which,  being  very  good  Marksmen,  they  did  abun- 
dance of  Mischief  from  their  Ambuscades  in  the 
Woods.  At  the  time  that  Weaver  served  gainst 
them,  they  were  commanded  by  one  OuraTiaquex,  a 
Man  of  Bloody  disposition,  great  Courage  and  grea- 
ter Cunning.  He  had  commanded  his  Nation  in 
War  against  another  Indian  Nation,  from  whom  he 
took  about  40  Prisoners,  who  according  to  the  Indim 
Custom  were  immediately  destined  to  Death.  Being 
prevailed  on  by  the  Presents  of  the  Freruk  to  turn 
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Country.  Onranaqnoy  by  this  Policy  j^Minecl  two 
Advantages  ;  for  first  he  involved  the  English  in  a 
War  with  the  People  with  whom  they  had  enter- 
tained a  Friendship  for  twenty  Years,  and  in  the 
next  place,  ^ined  time,  while  the  English  Army 
were  so  employed,  to  enter  twenty-five  ^liles  within 
their  Countr}-,  destroyin<:j  Fourscore  Whites  and 
three  Hundred  Indians  and  Negjroes  ;  but  this  insult 
did  not  remain  long  unrevenged,  for  the  Troops  in 
which  Weaver  served,  arriving  immediately  after  from 
Europe,  the  Army,  who  before  they  had  done  any 
considerable  Mischief  to  the  People  against  whom 
they  marched,  had  learnt  the  Stratagem  by  which 
they  had  been  deceived  by  Onranaqnoy,  returned 
suddenly  into  his  Countr}',  and  exercised  such  Se- 
verities upon  the  People  thereof,  that  the  Chiefs  to 
appease  and  make  Peace  with  the  English,  sent  them 
the  Scalps  of  Onranaqnoy,  his  three  Brothers,  and 
nine  Sons. 

On  Weavers  Return  into  Ens[land  from  this  Ex- 
pedition,  he  shipped  himself  again  as  a  Recruit  for 
that  Army,  which  was  then  commanded  by  the  Earl 
oi Peterborough  in  Spain.  He  ser\'ed  also  under  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  when  his  Grace  took  Vigo,  and 
Weaz'er  had  the  good  luck  to  get  some  Hundred 
Pounds  for  his  Share  of  the  Booty  ;  but  that  Money 
which  he  in  his  Thoughts  had  designed  for  setting 
himself  up  in  England,  being  insensibly  squandered 
and  decayed,  he  was  obliged  to  enlist  again,  and  so 
became  a  second  time  Spectator  of  the  taking  of 
f'igv  under  the  Lord  Codham. 

While  he  served  in  the  Second  Regiment  of  Foot 
Guards,  he  behaved  himself  so  well  as  to  engage  his 
Officer  to  take  him  into  his  own  House,  where  he 
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lived  for  a  considerable  space,  and  had  been 
actually  reviewed  in  order  to  his  going  into  the  Life- 
Guards,  when  he  committed  the  Act  for  which  he 
died  :  which  according  to  the  Evidence  given  at  his 
Trial  happened  thus://*-  was  going  into  a  Boat  i» 
Company  -ujilh  Eleanor  Clark,  Widow,  and  Edward 
Morris :  after  they  were  in  the  Boat,  some  Words 
arising,  t/ie  Woman  hd  Weaver  pay  Morris  what  hi 
owed  him.  upon  which  Weaver  in  a  great  Passion 
74p,  and  endeai'oured  to  overturn  tJte  Boat  with  h 
all ;  but  Thomas  VVatkins  t)ie  Waterman  p. 
that.  Weaver  immediately  drew  his  Sword,  and 
he  would  Murda-  them  all,  inakiiig  several  passes 
them  as  if  he  had  firmly  intended  to  be  as  good  as  his 
Word.  The  Men  defended  themselves  so  well  ai  t« 
escape  hurt,  atid  endeavoured  all  they  could  to  hazt 
preseri'ed  the  Woman,  but  Weaver  making  a  pass,  the 
Sword  entered  underneath   her   left  Shoulder, 
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flfered  the  8th  Vi^iy  di  February^   1722-3,  being  at 
at  time  about  Thirty  Years  of  Age, 
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Foot-pad,  &c. 

HERE  is  a  certain  busy  Sprightliness  in 
some  young  People,  which,  from  I  know 
not  what  Views  Parents  are  apt  to  encou- 
rage, in  hopes  of  its  producing  one  day  great 
(Tects.  I  will  not  say  that  they  are  all  disappointed 
their  Expectations,  but  I  will  venture  to  pronounce 
at  where  one  bold  Spirit  has  succeeded  in  the 
orld,  five  have  been  ruined  by  a  busy  turbulent 
emper.  This  was  the  case  of  the  Criminal  yo/in 
nvr,  who  to  cover  the  Disgrace  his  Family  suffered 
him,  called  himself  Stinks.  His  Father  was  a 
^ench  Gendeman,  who  came  over  with  King 
Varies  H.  at  the  Restoration,  taught  Frauh  to 
Tsons  of  Distinction  at  Court,  and  particularly  to 
tne  of  that  Prince's  natural  Children.  For  the 
avenience  of  his  Scholars  he  kept  a  large  Boarding 
hool  in  Pall'Afall,  whereby  he  acquired  such  a 
>rtune  as  enabled  him  to  set  up  for  aWine  Merchant, 
which  Capacity  he  dealt  with  Fratue  for  many 
ars,  to  the  amount  of  Thousands  per  Annum. 
is  Children  received  the  best  Education  that  could 
given  them,  and  never  stirred  out  of  Doors  but 
di  a  Footman  to  attend  them.  But  Mr.  Lczw  the 
arhant  falling  into  Misfortunes,  by  some  of  his 
rrespondents'  Failures,    he    withdrew    from    his 
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Family  into  Holland,  and  this  Son  fohn  being  takei 
by  the  French  Society,  in  order  to  be  put  oU 
Apprentice  and  provided  for,  they  being  induca 
thereto  by  the  Boy's  natural  Vivacity  and  warmth  d 
Temper,  in  which  he  had  been  foolishly  encouraged 
sent  hiin  to  Sea  with  a  Captain  of  a  Man  of  War, 
He  was  on  board  the  Essex  when  Sir  George  Byttg^ 
now  Viscount  Torrington,  engaged  the  Spaniards^ 
Messina.  He  served  afterwards  on  board  the  Squad; 
ron  commanded  by  Sir  fohn  Norris.  in  the  Ballu\ 
and  when  they  returned  home,  public  Affairs  beit^ 
in  a  more  quiet  State,  his  Friends  thought  it  betta 
for  him  lo  leam  Merchants'  Accounts  than  go  any 
more  Voyages,  where  there  was  now  little  Prospect 
of  Advantage.  But  Book-keeping  was  too  quiet  an 
I'"mplo)'nient  for  one  of  Levee's  warm  Disposition, 
who  far  from  being  discouraged  at  the  Hardships  of 
the  Sea,  that  he  complained  only  of  the  ill   Luck  in 
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ce,  at  which  they  only  laughed,  as  it  was  a  Woman, 
1  went  away  without  farther  ill  Usage  ;  a  Civility 
i  would  hardly  have  met  with  from  any  other 
ntlemen  of  their  Profession.     I  n  October,  he  and 

great  Companion  Blueskin,  met  a  Coach  with  two 
dies  and  a  litde  Miss,  riding  between  their  Knees, 
ning  from  the  Grazed  Pits  at  Kcnsiugton.  Lez^ee 
pped  the  Coach,  and  without  more  ado,  ordered 
ii  the  Coachman  and  Footman  to  jump  the  Ditch, 

he  would  shoot  them  ;  they  then  stripped  the 
dies  of  their  Necklaces,  cut  a  Girdle  Buckle  from 
\  side  of  the  Child,  and  took  away  about  ten 
illings  in  Money,  with  a  little  white  Metal  Image 
a  Man,  which  they  thought  had  been  solid  Silver. 
t  proved  a  mere  trifle. 

At  a  grand  Consultation  of  the  whole  Gang,  and  a 
port  of  a  great  Booty  that  was  to  be  made  with 
ich  safet)'  upon  Black  Heath,  they  agreed  to  make 
ne  attempts  there.  Accordingly  they  set  out, 
ng  six  Horsemen  well  Armed  and  Mounted  ;  but 
er  having  continued  about  six  Hours  upon  the 
a/A,  and  not  meeting  so  much  as  one  Person,  and 
\  same  ill  Luck  being  three  or  four  times  repeated, 
y  left  off  going  on  that  Road  for  the  future.  In 
temicr  following  he  and  another  Person  robbed  a 
tcher  on  Horse-back,  on  the  Road  coming  from 
\mpstmd\  he  told  them,  he  had  sold  two  Lambs 
re.  Levees  Companion  said  immediately,  then yoii 
7€  Eight  and  Twenty  Shillings  about  yon,  for 
mds  sold  to  Day  at  Fourteen  Shillings  a  piece. 
tor  some  grumbling  and  hard  Words,  they  made 
n  deliver,  and  by  way  of  Punishment  for  his 
idness  (as  they  phrased  it)  diey  took  away  his 
at  Coat  into  the  Bargain,  and  had  probably  vvs^ 
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him  worse,  had  not  Z^u«r  seen  a  ytws  Coacli  com 
that  way.  ami  been  conscious  to  faimself.  that  th 
within  it  knew  him.  whereupon  he  persuaded 
Associates  to  go  off  without  Robbir^  it. 

Leva  never  used  anybody  Cruelly  in  any  of 
Adii-entures.  excepting  only  one  Beits,  who  foolis 
struck  him  three  or  four  blows  on  the  Head,  whi 
upon  Leva  with  one  Blow  of  his  Pistol  sinidc 
Eye  out.  One  N^ht  upcm  the  same  Road.  Bi 
and  Matthew  Flood,  being  in  Company  with  i 
unhappy  Youth,  they  stopped  the  Chariot  of 
Vauxg  (the  same  Person  who  hanged  Molotty 
Carrick).  Blake  calling  out  to  lay  hold.  Flood  stopf 
the  Horses.  Leva  went  into  the  Coach,  and  took  f: 
Mr.  Young  a  Gold  Watch  and  Chain.  One  Ruh 
Oakley  also  assisted,  who  died  likewise  for  this  F 
They  Robbed  also  Col.  Cope  (who  was  in  the  s; 
Chariot)  of  his  Gold  Watch.  Chain,  and    Ring. 
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*  Rest  of  his  Companions  were  for  binding 
d  beating  him ;  but  Lezrc,  upon  the  Man's  saying, 
1/  he  xcas  z*ery  Siik^  and  bc^iug  earnestly  that  they 
mid  fwt  abuse  hun,  prevailed  with  them  not  only 
set  him  on  his  Horse  again,  but  to  restore  him  his 
ii"o  Shillings,  and  lead  him  into  the  Road,  where 
sy  left  him.  Lezre,  Flood,  and  Oakey,  were  soon 
prehended,  and  Blake  turning  Evidence,  they  were 
avicted  the  next  Sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and 
iered  for  Execution.  Zrew  behaved  himself  while 
der  Condemnation  ver>'  seriously  and  modestly, 
3ugh  before  that  time  he  had  acted  too  much  the 
avo,  from  the  mistaken  Opinion  such  people  are 
t  to  entertain  of  Courage  and  Resolution.  But 
len  Death  approached  near,  he  laid  aside  all  this, 
d  applied  himself  with  great  Seriousness  and 
Dendon  to  Prayers  and  other  Duties  becoming  a 
Tson  in  his  Condition. 

At  the  Place  of  Execution,  he  fell  into  a  strange 
ission,  at  his  hands  being  tied  and  his  Cap  pulled 
er  his  Face.  Passion  signifying  nothing  there,  he 
IS  obliged  to  submit  as  the  others  did,  being  at  the 
le  of  his  Execution  aged  about  27. 


\e  Lives  of  Richard  Oakev  &  Matthew  Fi.oon, 
Street-robbers  atui  Foot-pads. 

HE  first  of  these  Criminals,  Richard  Oahey, 

had  been  put  apprentice  to  a    Tailor.     In 

about  two  Years  after  his  Master  failed,  and 

^  from  thence  to  the   Day  of  his   unhappy 

h,  he  continually  followed  Thieving  \t\  owe.^';i.N 
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or  other.  At  first  he  wholly  practised  pickin 
Women's  Pockets,  which  he  said  he  did  in  a  ma 
peculiar  to  himself;  for  being  dressed  prett>- ( 
teelly.  he  passed  by  the  Person  he  intended  to  1 
took  up  their  upper  Petticoat  and  cut  off  the  Po 
at  once,  tripping  them  down  at  the  same  time, 
stepping  softly  on  the  other  side  of  the  Way.  wa 
on  and  was  never  suspected.  He  said  that  wti 
Lad,  he  had  committed  above  a  hundred  Robb 
in  this  Way  ;  but  as  he  g^ew  older,  he  made  us< 
Woman  to  assist  him,  by  pushing  the  People  ag; 
the  Wall,  while  he  took  the  Opportunity  of  cu 
their  Pockets ;  or  at  other  times,  this  Woman  ( 
behind  Folks  as  they  were  crossing  the  Way. 
catching  them  by  the  Arm,  cried  out.  t/iere's  a  C 
•will  run  over  yc,  while  Oakey  in  the  Moment  of 
Surprise,  whipped  off  their  Pocket 

This  Woman  who  had  followed  the  Trade 
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>le  Callimancos  to  the  value  of  twenty  Pounds 
il  upwards.  For  this  his  two  Associates  were 
nvicted  at  Kingston  Assizes,  he  himself  being  the 
itness  against  them,  by  which  Method  he  at  that 
ne  escaped  ;  and  being  cured  of  any  Desires  to  go 
ouse-breaking  again,  he  fell  upon  his  old  Trade  of 
eking  Pockets,  until  he  got  into  the  Acquaintance 

another  as  bad  as  himself,  whom  they  called  IVill 
e  Sailor.  This  Fellow's  Practice  was  to  wear  a 
ng  Sword,  and  then  in  jostling  the  Gentlemen  in 
e  Street  whom  it  was  designed  to  rob,  first  created 
Quarrel,  and  while  the  Fray  lasted,  gave  his  Com- 
inion  the  Opportunit)'  of  running  off  with  the  Booty; 
It  whether  IVilL  grew  tired  of  his  Companion,  or 

the  dangerous  Trade  which  he  was  .engaged  in, 
rtain  it  is  that  he  left  it  off,  and  got  again  out  of 
v^/i7//^  on  Ship-board.  Oakey  then  got  acquainted 
th  Hiui^cs,  Milksop,  Lincoln,  Reading,  Wilkinson, 
id  half  a  Dozen  others  with  whom  in  one  way  or 
her  he  was  continually  concerned  while  they  reigned 

their  Villanies ;  and  as  they  were  in  a  short  Space 
I  executed,  he  became  acquainted  with  La'tw  Flood, 
lak€y  and  the  Rest  of  that  Gang,  in  whose  Associa- 
m  he  continued,  until  his  Crimes  and  theirs  brought 
em  together  to  the  Gallows.  After  Condemnation 
s  Behaviour  was  such  as  became  his  Condition, 
tdng  up  often  in  the  Night  to  pray,  and  manifest- 
j  all  the  Signs  of  a  sincere  Repentance. 
Matthew  Flood  wa^  the  Son  of  the  Man  who  kept 
B  Clink  Prison  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Afarv  Overs, 
10  had  given  him  as  good  an  Kducation  as  was  in 
s  Power,  and  bound  him  Apprentice  to  one  Mr. 
^illiams^  a  Lighterman,  in  which  Occupation  he 
igiit  certainly  have  done  well,  if  he  had  not  fallen 
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into  the  Company  of  those  iewd  Persons  who  brtni^ 

him  to  his  Fate.      He  had  been  about  tliree  Monti: 

concerned  with  Blake.  Levee,  &c..  and  had  eommittfl 

many  Facts.     His  Behaviour  while  under  Senleni! 

was  very  penitent  and  modest,  nor  did  he  suffer  tlj 

continual  Hopes  his  Friends  gave  him  of  a  RcpricH 

I  ever  to  make  him  neglect  his   Devotions.       At  tl) 

I  Place  of  Execution,  he  said  he  was  more partkutaA^ 

L  cotucrncd  for  a  Robbery  he  Imd  cotmniUcd  on  a  WotaA 

yin  Comhill  ,■  »ot  only  because  he  took  from  her  a  god 

I  Many  Guineas  which  were  in  her  Pockety  but  at  a^ 

same  time  had  taken  a   Will,   whieh  he  burnt,  am 

which  he  feared  would  be  muck  tnore  to  her  Prejud^ 

than  the  loss  of  her  Money.     Oakey  was   about  i 

Years  of  Age  at  the  Time  of  his  Death,  and  Matth 

I  Slood  somewhat    younger.     They    suffered  on  l' 

[  same    Day    with    Weaver,  and  the    last    menticu 

I.  Malefactor  Let'ce,  at  Tyburn. 


The    Life    of  Wii-LiAM    BuRK,    a    F^t-pad 
Highwayman. 

JWtTt  fi-^  Indulgence  is  a  very  common  Parentfl 
yCa  III  Wickedness  and  Disobedience,  so  imtno(M 
rate  Correction  and  treating  Children  aS-l 
'  they  were  Stocks,  is  as  likely  a  Method* 
the  other  to  make  them  stubborn  and  obstinatt;  alj 
perhaps  even  force  them  upon  taking  ill  Methodsi 
Cavoid  Usage  which  they  cannot  bear.  IVilliam  BmT 
rthe  unfortunate  Criminal,  whose  Enterprises  a 
fcbe  the  Subject  of  our  present  Narration, 
■  towards  Wappiug.  of  Parents  honest  and  \ 
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lim  an  Education,  though  their  Condition  in  the 
1  rendered  them  not  able  ;  he  was  thereupon 
)  the  Charit}'  School.  The  Master  being  of  a 
;e  Temper,  and  he  a  Boy  of  a  very  indifferent 
>sition,  the  Discipline  with  which  he  was 
d  was  so  severe  that  it  created  in  him  an  Aver- 
towards  all  Learning ;  and  one  Day  after  a 
severe  Whipping  than  ordinar}',  he  determined 
jh  but  eleven  Years  of  Age)  to  run  away.  He 
it  out  therefore  for  a  Captain  who  might  want  a 
and  that  being  no  difficult  Matter  to  find  in 
Neighbourhood,  he  went  on  board  the  Salisbury, 
tin  Hosier,  then  laying  at  the  Buoy  at  tlie  Nore, 
\  {or  yamaica  \  thither  his  poor  Mother  followed 
1  great  Affliction,  and  endeavoured  all  she  could 
"suade  him  to  return  ;  but  her  Arguments  were 
vain,  for  he  had  contracted  so  great  an  Anti- 
to  School  from  his  Masters  Treatment,  that 
d  of  being  glad  to  go  back,  he  earnestly  en- 
d  the  Captain  to  interpose  his  Authority  and 
him  on  board.  His  Request  was  complied  with, 
he  poor  Woman  was  forced  to  depart  without 
on. 

was  the  latter  End  of  Queen  Annes  War  when 
sailed  to  yaniaiea,  and  during  the  time  they 
out,  took  two  Spanish  Galleons  very  richly 
Their  first  Engagement  was  obstinate  and 
y,  he  (though  a  Boy)  being  dangerously  hurt  as 
isded  about  as  the  Captain  commanded  him. 
second  Prize  carried  74  Guns  and  650  Men  ; 
e  Salisbury,  but  a  60-Gun  Ship,  took  her  with- 
le  Loss  of  a  single  Man  ;  only  a  Woman,  who 
le  only  one  on  board,  going  to  peep  at  the  Kn- 
lent,  had  her  Head  and  Shoulders   shot   off. 
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Burk  said,   tlie  prize  Money  of  each  Sailor  came 
but    15    Pountls,   but  some  of  the  Officers  shared  s<J 
handsomely  as  never  to  be  obliged  to  go  to  Sea  a^'ain, 
being  enabled  to  live  on   Shore.     Three  Years  hd 
continued  in  the  West  Indies,  and  there  (especially  in 
yatnaica)  he  learned  so  much  Wickedness,  that  whcij 
he  came  Home,  hardly  any  of  the  Gangs  into  whidli 
he    entered    were    half  so    bad,    though    inured    Uii 
plunder,  as  when  he  came  amongst  them  a  fresh  tVlan 
From  this  Voyage  he  went  another  to  die  Coast  ol 
I         Guinea  in  the  Slave-Trade.    Here  he  endured  vcrj 
great  Hardships,  especially  when  he  had  the  Mia 
fortune  to  be  on  board,  where  the  Negroes  rose  upoi 
the  English,  and  had  like   to  have  overcome  theni', 
but  at  last  having  vanquished  them,  and  tied  tho 
I         down  in  a  convenient    Place,  diey  used  them  will 
Severity  enough.     Upon  his   Return  into  Englam^ 
from   tliis  Voyage,  he  went   into  the  Baltic  in  til 
tVorccsler  }^\zv\  of  War,  In  which   he  suffered  pn 
digious  Hardships  from  the  Coldness  of  the  Climal 
I         and  other  Difficulties  he  went  through. 
^^^     The   many  Miseries  he  had  experienced  In  a  iJ 
^^Btt  Sea,  might  have  possibly  induced  him  to  the  I& 
^^soludon  he  made  of  never  going  on  Ship-board  an^ 
^^  more.      How  he  came  to  take  to  Robbing  does  » 
[        clearly  appear,   further  than    tliat    he  was    indiW 
thereto    by  ill  Women  :  but  however,  he  behave 
with  great  Cruelty,    for  going  over  the  first  Vva 
from  Stepmy,  armed  with  a  H  edging-Bill,  heattackil 
one  William  Fiizer,  and  robbed  him  of  his  Jackfl 
^obacco-box,  Knife  and  Fork,  &c.      He  robbed  ab 
le  y antes  Weshvood.  of  a  Coat  and  ten  .Shillinjjsi 
and  last  of  all  attacking  yokn  yhidrari  a 


floney  ; 


gt^)iert  his  Son,  coining  over  the  Fields,  hec 
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Man  down  ;  his  Son,  takin^r  up  the  Stick,  boldly 
icked  Bisrk,  and  a  Neighbour,  one  PcrkiNson, 
ling  in  at  the  Noise,  he  w^as  oveqx)\vered  and 
rehended.  As  the  Fact  was  plainly  proved,  he 
>  on  a  short  Trial  convicted,  and  the  Barbaritv  of 
Fact  being  so  great,  left  no  room  for  his  being 
itted  in  the  Warrant  for  Execution. 
Vs  he  lav  a  lonij  time  under  Condemnation,  and 

no  hopes  of  Life,  he  applied  himself  from  the 
ment  of  his  Confinement,  to  make  his  peace  with 
t  Beine  whom  he  had  so  much  offended  bv  his 
Aigate  Course  of  Life,  On  all  Occasions  he 
ressed  his  Readiness  to  confess  anything  which 
hi  promote  Justice,  or  the  Public  Good,  and 
lifesting  a  thorough  Sorrow  and    Penitence  for 

cruelt}'  with  which  he  had  treated  poor  old 
drru.'s.  At  the  Tree  he  stood  up  in  the  Cart, 
koned  for  Silence,  and  then  spoke  to  the  Multitude 
hese  Terms. 

>D  People, 

jwrrr  icas  cofuerneii  but  in  four  Robberies  in  my 
f,  /  desire  all  Men  zcho  see  my  fatal  End  to  let 
Death  teeuh  than  to  lead  a  sober  and  rt\irular  Lif\ 
mbofve  all  to  shun  the  Company  of  ill  Women, 
th  Aas  brought  me  to  this  shameful  End  and  Plaee. 
sire  that  nobotly  may  rejleet  upon  my  Wife  after 
Decease^  sinee  she  tc\is  so  far  from  having  any 
wpUdge  of  the  Ills  I  eommittt^d,  that  she  xcas  eon- 
mliy  cxe^iting  me  to  lizr  a  sober  ami  hontst  Life. 
trifare  I  hope  God  tcill  bless  her,  and  I  also  pray 
mydoallofyou.  This  Malefactor  ll'illiam  Jiurk 
in  the  22nd  Year  of  his  Aije  when  executed  at 
mrm^  April  the  8th,  1 723. 


j-p=j^RUNKENNESS.  though  a  shocking- ai 
I  EiQ  I  'j^^^^'y  Crime,  yet    in  its  Consequenws 
I  |jjyj|  is  also  often  so  bloody  and  inhuman,  ih 
^™™''  one    would    wonder    tliat    Persons   of  ai 
Understanding  should  induljje  themselves  in  a  Sin 
once  so  odious  and  so  fatal  both  to  Soul  and  BodI 
I  the     I  nstances    of    Persons    who    have    coiTimitn 
I  Murders  when  drunk,  and  those  accompanied  iri 
r  Circumstances    of    such     Barbarity    as    even    tta 
Persons    themselves    could   not  have  heard  will 
trembling,  and  so  many  are  so  well  known  to  all, 
I  need  not  dwell  longer  than  the  bare  Narration 
I  this  Malefactor's  Misfortunes  will  detain  me,  w  i  ' 
r  them    against    a   Vice    which    makes    them    al' 
I  Monsters    and  often  Murderers.     Lujtt:  A'uiuuf, 
I  whom  we  are  to  speak,  was  a  young  Fellow  of  so 
I  Parts,  and  of  a  tolerable  Education,  his  Father  at^ 
\  time  of  his  Death,  being  a  Shoc-uiaier  in  tolert 
■  Circumstances,  and  very  careful  in  the  bringinjf  l^ 
I  his  Children.      He  was  more  particularly  zealous 
I  affording   diem  due   notions  of  Religion,  and  »< 
I  abundance  of  Pains  himself  to  inculcate  them  inlJ 
[tender  Years,  which  at  first  had  so  good  an  El 
■'upon  this  Luke,  that  his  whole  Thoughts  ran  u 
I  finding  out  that  Method  of  Worship  in  whidi  hi 
litnost  likely  to  please  God.     Sometimes  (though I 
B*arents  were  of  the  Church  of  EiiglauH)  he  bfip 
■Ci  a  Presbyterian  Meeting-house,  where  he 
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h  affected  with  the  Preachers  Vehemence  in 
ren  and  his  plain  and  pious  Method  of  Preach- 
that  he  often  r^jretted  his  not  being  bred  up 
lat  Way,  and  the  Loss  his  Parents  sustained  by 
r  not  having  a  relish  for  Religion  ungraced  with 
rior  Ornaments.  These  were  his  Thoughts,  and 
Practice  was  suitable  to  them,  until  the  Misfor- 
s  of  his  Father  obliged  him  to  break  up  House, 
put  Luke  out  to  work  at  another  Place, 
he  Men  where  Nunney  went  to  Work,  were  lewd 
profligate  Fellows,  and  always  talking  Idly  or 
'dly,  relating  Stories  of  what  had  passed  in  the 
ntrj-,  before  they  came  up  to  Work  in  London^ 
Intrigues  they  had  had  with  vicious  Women,  and 
I  loose  and  unprofitable  Discourses,  This  quickly 
royed  the  former  good  Inclinations  of  Luke^  who 
b^^n  to  waver  in  Religion  ;  and  as  he  had 
ted  the  Church  of  England,  to  turn  to  the 
eniers,  so  now  he  had  some  Thoughts  of  leaving 
n  for  the  Quakers,  but  after  going  often  to  their 
rlings,  he  professed  he  thought  their  Behaviour  so 
ulous  and  absurd  as  not  to  deser\'e  the  Name 
if  of  Religion  or  Divine  Worship.  His  instability 
lind  pressed  him  also  to  go  out  into  the  World, 
t  appeared  to  him  a  great  Evil,  that  while  all  the 
t  of  his  Companions  were  continually  discoursing 
leir  Adventures,  he  should  have  none  to  mention 
is  own  ;  some  of  them  also  slightingly  called  him 
wry,  and  reproaching  him  with  having  never  been 
''e  seven  ]\Iiles  from  London.  Remembering 
his  Father  had  some  near  Relations  in  the  West 
mgiand,  he  took  a  sudden  Resolution  of  going 
a  thither  to  work  at  his  Trade.  Full  of  these 
ons,    he  went  over  one  Evening  pretty  latti\\vvJ\ 


r;^  Tiu  Life  of 

hii  Brother  eo  S(XutkL:ark :  meeting  there  « 
old  Acquaintance,  who  would  needs  make  him 
ihey  stayctt  pretty  lon^  at  the  House,  inasmiw 
Luie  ;.jot  very  drunk,  and  beinj^  always  quan 
when  he  had  Liquor,  insulted  and  abused  evt 
in  the  Room.  As  he  was  quarrelling  part 
with  one  yiirms  Vi/ung.  iVilliam  BramsU 
stood  by.  came  up  and  desired  him  to  b 
advised  him  to  go  Home  with  his  Company. 
stay  and  make  a  Disturbance  where  nobod) 
mind  to  quarrel  but  himself.  Luke  without 
any  reply,  struck  him  a  Blow  on  the  Face,  B 
thereupon  held  up  his  Fist  as  if  he  would  hav 
him,  but  did  not ;  however.  Xituncy  struck  hi 
and  pushed  him  forwards,  upon  which  li 
reeled,  cried  out  he  was  stabbed  and  a  dea 
that  Xunncy  was  the  Person  who  gave 
Wound,    and    Luie  thereupon,  drunk 
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He  was  about  Twenty  Years  of  Age  at 
of  his  Suffering  on  the  25th  of  May,  1723. 


?  of  Richard    Traxtham,  a  Housebreaker. 

HOUGH  Vices  and  Extravagancies  are  the 

common  Causes  which  induce  Men  to  fall 

into  those  illegal  Practices  which  lead  to  a 

shameful     Death,    yet    now    and    then    it 

we   find    Men   of  outward    Gravity-    and 

deportment,  as  wicked  as  those  whose  open 

usness  render  their  committing  Crimes  of  this 

less  amazing.     Of  the  number  of  these  was 

Trantham,  a  married  Man,  having  a  Wife 

Id  living  at  the  Time  of  his  Death,  keeping 

lerable  House  at  Mitcham  in  Surrey.     He 

n  apprehended  on  the  Sale  of  some  stolen 

at  the  next  Sessions  following  was  convicted 

^  broken  the  House  of  yohn  Folkvell  in  the 

me  two  Years  before,  and  taking  thence  a 

ankard,  a  Silver  Salver,  and  fifty-four  pounds 

ia  Silk,  valued  at  ^74  and  upwards.     During 

i   which   passed  between  the  Sentence  and 

>n,  he  behaved  in  a  Manner  the  most  penitent 

out,  not  only  making  use  of  a  considerable 

of  Books,  which  the  Charit\'  of  his  Friends 

ished  him  with,  but  also  reading  to  all  those 

e  in  the  Condemned  Hole  with  them. 

fclomincT  he  was  to  die,  after  havincr  received 

aiment,  he  was  exhorted  to  make  a  Confession 

Crimes  which  he  had  committed,  p^rticwVaxV^ 


The  Lift-  of 


as  to  Housebreaking,  in  which  lie  was  thought  to  h 
been  long  concerned  ;  thereupon,  he  recollected  hinl 
self  a  little,  and  repeated  six  or  seven  Houses  whic 
he  had  broke  open,  particularly  General  Grovesi 
near  St.  James's ;  a  Stone-Ciitler  in  Chiswelt-strett 
and  Mr.  Folhi'cU's,  in  Spittle  Fields,  for  which  \a 
died.  At  the  Place  of  Execution,  whither  lie  wa 
conveyed  in  a  Mourning  Coach,  he  appeared  perfea 
composed  and  submissive  to  that  Sentence  which  I 
own  Misdeeds,  and  the  Justice  of  the  Law  b 
brought  upon  him.      Before  the  Halter  was  put  abd 

I his  Neck,  he  spoke  to  those  who  were  assembled  I 

^^^l^e  Gallows  to  see  his  Death,  in  the  following  Terml 

^^HGoon  Peoplr, 

^^H  Those  wicked  and  unlawful  Methods^  by  wkitk  ii 
^^U  considerable  Time  I  have  supported  mysttf,  Al 
^^^  justly  drawn  upon  ?ne  the  Anger  of  God,  and  i 
\  Sentence  of  the  Law.  As  I  have  injured  many,  (A 
the  Substance  I  have  is  very  small,  /  fear  a  Resiitti^ 
'  would  be  itard  to  make,  even  if  it  should  be  divided, 
therefore  leave  it  all  to  my  Wife  for  the  Mainlca&t 
wf  her  and  my  Child.  I  entreat  you  neither  to  refit 
'  on  her,  nor  on  my  Paratts,  and  pray  the  BUsnMg\ 
God  upon  you  all.  He  was  thirty  Years  old  whi 
he  died,  and  was  executed  the  same  Day  widi  d 
Malefactor  before  mentioned. 


■pun   TvRRF.i.L.  a  Jiorse-s^kaler. 


Lives  of  John  Tyrrell,  a  Horsestealer^  and 
William  Hawksworth,  a  Murderer. 

fW.V  7")'A'>?£"Z/:.tIic  first  of  these  Male-   ' 
factors,    was    convicted    for    stealing    two 
Horses  in    }'orks/iire.  but  selling  tliem  in    ' 
SmWiJield,  was  tried  at  the  Old- Bailey.     It 
IS  he  had  been  an  old    Horse-stealer.  as  most  i 
tie  conjectured,  though  he  himself  denied  it ;  and 
e  pretended  at  hi.s  Trial  to  have  bought  those 
for  which  he  died,  at  Northampton  Fair,  so  he 
nually  rndeavoured  to  infuse  the  same  Notions 
all  Persons  who  spoke  to  him  at  the  time  of  his 
Eh.     He  had  practised  carrying  over  Horses  into 
aJfTJ  and  Germany,  and  there  selling  them    to 
008  of  the  highest  Rank,  with  whom  he  dealt 
ys  so  justly  and  honourably,  that  it  was  said,  his  , 
•d  uvuld  hoiv  gone  there /or  any  Sum  whatsoever, 
irtU  tv  be  laid  out  in  Horse-flesh. 
t  had  been  \xqAz.  Dissenter,  and  above  all  things 
ted  the  Character  of  a  religious  and  sober  Man, 
h,  excepting  the  Instances  for  which  he  died,  he 
rscemed  to  have  forfeited,  for  whatever  else  was 
against    him,    after  he  was  condemned,  arose 
Jy  from  Conjectures,  occasioned  by  the  Number 
lanes  he   had  sold   in  foreign  Paris.     He  pro- 
t)  himself  that  he  had  always  led  a  most  regular 
devout   I.ife,  and  in  the  frequent  Voyages  he  I 
^Sca,  exhorted  (he  Sailors  to  leave  that  dis- 
iner  of  Life  which  tnn  generally  they  led  ; 
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■^y  to  //i/uu6rmiiHg.  in  which  he  »"as  thoughttt 
IjTftt  Itmj;  concerned  :  thereupon,  he  recolleaa 
!»clr  4  litllc,  and  repeated  six  or  seven  Houses 
lie  lijit  l»rok,c  open,  particularly  General  G. 
m.-iir  St,  y antes  i;  a  Stone-Cutter  in  ChisiL'ell- 
(tiiil  Mr.  h'MweU's,  in  SpiiUe  Fields,  for  wh 
tlit-tl.  At  the  Place  of  Execution,  whither  \ 
villi  vt-yt-il  in  a  Muuniinjf  Coach,  he  appeared  p€ 
i.'iiiiipiiKiri.l  and  submissive  to  that  Sentence  wh 
uwit  MiMlcfJs,  and  the  Justice  of  the  La' 
iiKuiyhl  u|.H.>n  him.  Before  the  Halter  was  pu 
hii  Si-ck.  he  s)nike  to  those  who  were  assemi 
ihi-  I  mHowh  lo  set:  his  Death,  in  the  following ' 


''  A-M  .tniitii-nii  Met/iodj.  by  zu/t. 

y-mi.  .'    tuzt!  safipiirted  mysel 

«».'«     Wi     .■./«.■    .Iti^TT    jf   God.    f, 
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iCTccs'Cftact^cgcx'C^iiCCXCB  gyggogcTC'Cjcy'q^.gc^ 


/:«   c>/  JoHX  Tyrrelu  a  Horsestealer,  and 
William  Hawksworth,  a  Murderer. 

\ONX  TYRRELL,  the  first  of  these  Male- 
factors,  \\*as  con\ncted  for  stealing  two 
Horses  in  Vorks/iire,  but  selling  them  in 
SmUAjieltt  was  tried  at  the  Old-Bailey.  It 
he  had  been  an  old  Horse-stealen  as  most 
conjectured,  though  he  himself  denied  it ;  and 
pretended  at  his  Trial  to  have  bought  those 
-  which  he  died,  at  ^Wr/Aiw/^Aw  Eai'r,  so  he 
ally  endeavoured  to  infuse  the  same  Notions 
Persons  who  spoke  to  him  at  the  time  of  his 
He  had  practised  carrjing  over  Horses  into 
r>  and  GerpManw  and  there  selling  them  to 
5  of  the  highest  Rank,  with  whom  he  dealt 
so  jusdv  and  honourablv,  that  it  was  said,  kis 
could  AazY  ^^one  ihrre /or  auy  Sum  zc/ioisoex'er. 
MS  io  ^  /oid  out  in  Horse-Jies/i. 
lad  been  hv^diDiSseuier,  and  above  all  things 
I  the  Character  of  a  religious  and  sober  Man, 
excepting  the  Instances  for  which  he  died,  he 
eemed  to  have  forfeited,  for  whatever  else  was 
gainst  him,  after  he  was  condemned,  arose 
from  Conjectures,  occasioned  by  the  Number 
rses  he  had  sold  in  foreign  Parts.  He  pro- 
himself  that  he  had  always  led  a  most  regular 
*vout  Life,  and  in  the  frequent  Voyages  he 
i>v  Sea,  exhorted  the  Sailors  to  leave  that  dis- 
manner  of  Life  which  too  generally  they  led  : 
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and  during  the  whole  time  he  lay  under  Senti 
he  talked  of  nothing  else  but  his  own  great  Ften 
Devotion,  which  though  as  he  confessed  had 
)x:en  rewarded  by  many  singular  Delivenuiccsdu 
the  Hand  of  Providence:  yet  since  he  was  std 
to  die  this  ignominious  Death,  and  thereby  dis 
his  Family,  and  altogether  overturn  that  Repu 
of  Sanctity  which  with  so  much  pains  he  had 
setting  u|>.  he  Inclined  to  atheistic  Notions. ; 
wavering  Belief  as  to  the  being  of  a  God  at  al 
For  the  other  Malefactor,  William  Ha-wkes. 
he  was  a  Yorkshire  Man  by  Birth,  his  P 
reputable  People,  who  took  a  great  deal  of  C 
his  Reputation,  and  intended  to  breed  him  to 
good  Trade  ;  but  a  Regiment  of  Soldiers  hapj 
to  come  into  the  Town.  Haivkesu-ort/i  ima 
great  things  might  be  attained  to  in  the  Armv 
needs  go  with  them,  and  accordin^/iy  eaJisicd  hi 
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le  Day  commanded  on  a  Party  to  mount  the  Savoy 
Hard,  at  the  Admiralty  Office  by  Charing  Cross, 
ey  met  a  Man  and  a  Woman.  The  Man's  Name 
Is  yohn  Rafisom,  and  Haivksworih  stepping  up  to 
e  Woman  and  going  to  kiss  her,  Rafisom  interposed 
id  pushed  him  off;  upon  which  Hawksivorth 
locked  him  down  with  the  butt  End  of  his  Piece, 
r  which  Blow  about  Nine  o'Clock  that  Evening  he 
ed.  The  Prisoner  insisted  continually,  that  as  he 
id  no  Design  to  kill  the  Man  it  was  not  wilful 
hirder.  He  and  Tyrrell  died  with  less  Confusion 
id  seeming  Concern  than  most  Malefactors  do. 
yrrell  was  about  thirty,  and  Hawksworth  in  the 
lenty-eighth  year  of  his  Age,  on  the  1 7th  of  Juney 

723. 


Tu  Life  of  William   Duce,  a  notorious  Higlnoay- 

man  atid  Foot-pad. 

PWEVER  hardened  some  men  may  appear 
during  the  Time  they  are  acting  their 
Crimes,  and  perhaps  when  they  are  first  led 
to  an  Account  for  them,  while  Hopes  of 
fety  or  Life  remains;  yet  when  these  are  totally 
si,  and  Death  attended  with  Ignominy  and  Reproach 
them  in  the  Face,  they  seldom  fail  to  lay  aside 
Obstinacy,  or  if  they  do  not,  it  is  through  a 
OfMd  want  of  Consideration,  either  of  themselves  or 
dieir  Conditioa  IVilliam  Duce,  of  whom  we  are 
Mr  to  speak,  was  one  of  the  most  cruel  and  aban- 
laod  Wretches  that  ever  went  on  the  Road  ;  he 
IS  bom  at  Wolverhampton,  but  of  what  ParexvXs  ox 
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in  what  manner  he  lived  until  his  coming"  i 
London,  I  am  not  able  lo  say.  He  had  not  bee 
lonjj  here,  before  he  got  in  Debt  with  one  W/ifll 
who  arrested  him  and  threw  him  into  NcivgaU,  who! 
he  remained  a  Prisoner  upwards  of  t5  Mondis;  hcj' 
it  was  that  he  learnt  those  Principles  of  Villan 
which  he  afterwards  put  in  Practice.  i 

His  Companions  were  Dyer,  Bniler,  Rice,  and  sod 
others  whom  1  shall  have  Occasion  to  mention.     Tl 
first  oi  December  1722,  he  and  one  of  his  AssociaH 
1  crossing  Ckctsea-Fulds,  overtook  a  Gentleman  wd 
dressed,    a    tall    strong-limbed  Man,  who  having] 
'  Sword  by  his  .Side  and  a  good  Cane   in  his  Hui 
I  they  were  at  first  in  some  doubt  whether  they  shoil 
attack  him  ;  at  last  one  went  on  one  Side  and  oiieJ 
the  other,  and  clapping  at  once  fast  hold  of  CM 
Arm,  thereby  totally  disabled  him  from  making  afl 
Resistance.     They  took  from  him  four  Guineas,  < 
tying  his  Wrists  and  Ancles  together,  left  him  bon 
behind  the  Hedge.      Not  long  after  Duce  with  t 
others,    contrived    to    rob    in    3i.    yamrs's   fl> 
Accordingly  they  seized  a  Woman,  who  wasvralM 
on  the  Grass  near  the  Wall  towards  Petty-Fm 
and  after  they  had  robbed  her,  got  over  the  Walla 
made    their    Escape.       About    this    Time  hb  I 
Acquaintance  began  with  Dyer,  who  was  the  gl 
^  Occasion  of  this  poor  Fellow's  Ruin,  whom  he  I 
I  tinually  plagued  to  go  out  Robbing,  and  som 
'  threatened  him  if  he  did  not     In  ToUenham  Cnl 
Koad.  they  two  attacked  a  Gentleman,  who,  bej 
I  inlo.\icated  with  Wine,  either  fell  from  his  HonsB 
i  thrown  off  by  diem,  and  from 


I  they 


a  Gold  Watch  only.     Then  Butler  and  Dy^ 
in  his  Company,  they  roblicd  Mr.  IMntfs  o(J 
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•fa  Guinea  and  Twopence,  the  Fact  for  which  he 
«d  Butler  died.     Thinking  the  Town  dangerous 
fter  all  these  Robberies,  and  finding  the  Country 
X)  hot  to  hold  them,  they  went  into  Hampshire  and 
lere  committed  not  only  several  Robberies,  but  also 
tended  with  such  Cruelties  as  have  not  for  many 
ears  been  heard  of  in  England ;  and  though  these 
cdons  made  a  g^reat  Noise,  yet  it  was  some  Weeks 
fore  any  of  them  were  apprehended. 
It  happened  on  the  Portsmouth  Road,  they  fell 
on  one  Mr.  Bunch,  near  a  Wood  Side,  where  they 
)bed  and  stripped  him  naked.     Yet  not  thinking 
ttnselves  secure,  Diue  turned  and  fired  at  his  Head  ; 
took  his  Aim  so  true,  that  the  Bullet  entered  the 
in's  Cheek,   upon  which    he  fell  with  Agony  of 
n,  holding  his  Head  downwards  that  the  Bullet 
fht  drop  out  of  his  Mouth.      Butler  seeing  that, 
ned  back   and  began  to  charge  his  Pistol ;    the 
n  fell  down  on  his  Knees  and  humbly  besought 
Life.     Perceiving  the  Villain  was  implacable,  he 
k  the  Advantage  before  the  Pistol  was  charged  to 
»  to  his  Heels,  and  being  better  acquainted  with 
Way  than  they,  escaped  to  a  neighbouring  Village, 
ch   he  raised,  and  soon  after  the  whole  Country, 
n  which  they  were  apprehended,  and  Mead,  Wade, 
Darking  were  condemned  at  IVifuhester  Assizes  ; 
this  Malefactor  and  Butler  were  removed  by  an 
wx  corpus  to  Newgate.     Duce,  while  under  Sen- 
«  of  Death,  laid  aside  all  that   Barbarity   and 
bbomness  with  which  he  had  formerly  behaved, 
fessed  all  the  Villanies  he  had  been  guilty   of 
I  great  Frankness  ;  and  at  the  Place  of  Execution 
irered  the  following  Letter,  for  the  Evidence  Dyer, 
s  as  he.  said,  had  often  cheated  them  of  their  Sluircs 
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of  the  Money  they  took  from  Passctiga's, 
noorn  away  their  Lives. 


The  Letter  from  William  Duce  to  John 

//    is  unnecessary  for  me  to  remember  you  of  i 
many  wicked  and  barbarous  Actions,  whieh  tn  yi 
Company,   and  mostly   by  your  Advice^   have   ^ 
practised  upon  innocait  Persons.      Before  you  «wj 
this,  I  shall  have  suffered  all  i/iat  the  Law  of  At 
can  inflict  for  my  Offences ;  you  Ji'iJl  da  tvcII  Iq  re^ 
thereon,  and  make  Use  of  that  Mercy  which  you  A 
purchased  at  the  Expense  of  our  Blood,  to  protum 
a  sincere  Repentance  the  Pardon  also  of  God,  V/ii 
which  the  lengthening  of  yoyr  Days  will  be  ^ 
Misfortune,  and  howei>er  late,  your  Crtfnfs  if 
pjtrsue  them,  will  certainly  bring  you  after  us  to  . 
ignominious  Place. 

You  ought  especially  to  thinJ:  of  the  Death  of  pi 
Rice,  who  fell  in  the  midst  of  his  Sins,  without  hatn 
so  much  time  to  say.  Lord  have  Mercy  upon  a 
God  who  has  been  so  grcuious  as  to  permit  it  to  J 
will  expect  a  severe  Account  of  it ;  aruf  tWU  i 
Warning  if  neglected,  shall  be  remembered  against  J 
Do  not  however  think  that  /  die  in  any  IVratk. 
\  Anger  with  you,  for  zohat  you  swore  at  my  Tr^L 
_  man  myself  guilty  of  that  for  which  I  suffer,  auioL 
heartily  and  freely  forgive  you,  as  I  hope  for^snk 
for  myself  from  that  infinitely  mrreifui  Beii^lM 
whose  Goodftess  and  Providence  I  recommend  w^A 

WlLLI^|H 

L      He  alsn  wrote  another  Letler  to  one  MflH 
■who  had  been  guilty  of  some  Offences  of  the^ 
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tWrt  in  his  Company,  but  who  for  some  time  had 
red  and  lived  hoiiestiy  and  privately,  as  he  said, 
'vtas  no  longer  addicted  lo  such  Courses,  nor  as  he  J 
td  would  relapse  into  t/iem  again.      He  was  at  the  J 
:  of  his  Execution  about  25  Years  of  Age,  and  I 
ered  at  Tyburn,  on  the  5th  of  August,  1 723. 


Life  (^^  James  Butler,  a  notorious  Highway- 
i?mn.  Foot-pad,  &c. 

tlMES  BUTLER  was  die  Son  of  a  very 
honest  Man  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann's,  Soho, 
who  ^ve  him  what  Education  it  was  in  his 
Power  lo  bestow,  and  strained  his  Circum- 
ces  to  the  utmost  to  put  him  Apprentice  to  a 
ersmi/A,  with  whom  yanus  hardly  had  lived  six 
iths,  when  his  roving  Inclination  pushed  him 
1  running  away  and  going  to  Sea,  which  he  did 
;  one  Captain  Do7i.glass  in  a  Man  of  War.  Here 
iras  better  used  than  most  young  People  are  at 
setting  out  in  a  Sailor's  Life.  The  Captain  being 
dson  of  great  Humanity  and  Consideration,  he 
led  yamu  with  mucli  Tenderness,  taking  him  to 
on    himself,  and    never    omitting   any  Oppor- 

^-  cither  lo  encourage  or  Reward  him.  Hut 
r  could  not  even  then  avoid  doing  some  little 
ring  Tricks,  which  very  much  grieved  an».l  pro- 
id  his  kind  Benefactor,  who  tried  by  all  means 
and  foul,  to  make  him  leave  them  ofT.  One  Day 
icuUrly,  when  he  had  been  caught  opening  unc 
ihc  Men's  Chests,  and  a  Complaint  thereupon 
g  made  to  the  Captain,  he  was  called  into  the 
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great  Cabin,  and  everybody  being  withdrawn 

Mr.  Dowgtass  himself,  the  Captain,  calling  him   tfli 

him.  spoke  in  these  Terms. 

Butler.  /  have  always  treated  you  with  more  Kind- 
fiess  and  Indttlgeme  than  pa-haps  anybody  in  yottr^ 
Station  has  been  used  to  on  board  any  Ship.      You  dA 
therefore  very  wrong  by  playing  such   Tricks  as  maM 
the  Men  uneasy,  and  to  put  it  out  of  my  Power  to  dii^ 
you  any  Good.      IVe  are  now  going  home,    wliere  (\ 
must  discharge  you,  for  as  I  had  never  a?ty  DiffertHa 
with  th£  Crew  since  /  commanded  the  AnindG},  / aM 
detertnined  not  to  let  you  becomethe  Occasion  of  it  now* 
There  is  two  Guineas  for  you,  I  7vill  lake  care  to  hat^ 
you  sent  safe  to  your  Mother.    The  Captain  performed 
all  his   Promises,  but  Butler  continued  still  in  the 
same    Disposition,    and    though    he    made    sevcraJ 
Voyages  in  other  Ships,  yet  continued  still  li>jht  fin- 
gered, and  making  many  Quarrels  and   Disturbances 
on   board,   until  at  last  he  could   find  nobody  wb 
knew  him   that  would  hire  him.     The  last  Ship  b 
served  in  was  the  Mary,  Capl.  Vernon  Commando 
from  which  Ship  he  was  discharged  and  paid  ofTi 
Portsmouth,  in  Attgust,  1721. 

Having  got  after  this  into  the  Gang,  with  DfB 
Puce,  Rice,  and  others,  they  robbed  almost  always  I 
the  Kings  Road,  between  Buckingham- ff oust  U 
Chelsea.  On  tlie  27lh  o^  April,  1723.  after  havia 
lundered  two  or  three  Persons  on  the  aforesaid  RcH 
ley  observed  a  Coach  coming  towards  Uiem,aiKl 
ootman  on  Horseback  riding  behind  it.  Dyeri\tBA 
mined  with  himself  as  soon  as  they  came  in  sight 
attack  them,  and  forced  his  Companions  into  the  an 
Measures,  by  calling  out  to  the  Coachman  to 
id    presenting  his   Pistol  ;  the  Ftdlow  "" 
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iC  and  Dyer  was  cocking  his  Pistol  to  discharge  it 
him,  when  the  Ladies'  r  ootman  from  behind  the 
ach,  fired  amongst  them,  and  killed  yoscph  Riir, 

the  spot  This  Accident  made  such  an  Impres- 
n  upon  ButUr^  that  though  he  continued  to  rob 
ii  them  a  Day  or  t^vo  afterwards,  yet  as  soon  as 

had  an  Opportunity  he  withdrew,  and  went  to 
rd  Labour  with  one  CladhiSy  a  verj"  honest  Man,  at 
Tillage  called  Wandsworth  in  Surrey.  He  had  not 
ought  there  long,  before  some  of  his  Gang  had 
en  discovered ;  his  Wife  was  seized  and  sent  to 
idtweii^  in  order  to  make  her  Discover  where  her 
iisband  was,  who  had  been  impeached  with  the 
it  This  obliged  him  to  leave  his  Place,  and  betake 
nsdf  again  to  robbing.  When  going  with  his 
impanions,  IVade,  Meads,  Ganis,  and  Spiggcty  they 
;nt  into  the  Grazfesend  Road,  and  there  attacking 
ir  Gendemen,  Meads  thought  it  would  contribute 
their  safet)-  to  disable  the  Servant  who  rode  behind, 
on  which  he  fired  at  him  directly,  and  shot  him 
lough  the  Breast  Not  long  alter  they  set  upon 
other  Man,  whom  Meads  wounded  in  the  siiine 
ice,  and  then  setting  him  on  his  Horse,  bid  him 
e  to  GrazTsefid ;  but  the  Man  turning  the  Beast  s 
2ad  the  other  way,  Meads  went  back  again,  and 
)t  him  in  the  Face,  of  which  wound  he  died. 
ben  Butler  lay  under  Sentence  of  Death,  he  rea- 
y  confessed  whatever  Crimes  he  had  committed, 
t  he  as  well  as  the  before  mentioned  Criminal 
uged  much  of  his  Guilt  upon  the  persuasions  of  the 
idence  Dyer ;  he  particularly  owned  the  Fact  of 
ooting  the  Man  at  /ujmham.  He  had  always 
rfessed  himself  a  Papist,  and  died  in  that  Reli- 
a  at  the  same  Time  witli  the  aforementioned 
minal  at  Tj'^ur//. 
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The  Life  of  Capiain  JohnMassev,  who 
for  Piracy. 


4 
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IHE   Gentleman  of  whom    we   are  now  1 
speak,  though  he  suffered  for  Piracy.  Avas 
Man  of  another  turn  of  Mind  than  any  q| 
'  whom  we   have  hitherto  had  occasion  tt 
mention.     Captain  yoltn  Masscy  was  of  a  Family  J 
need  not  dwell  on,    since  he  hath  at    prewnt  li« 
Brothers  living  who  make  a  considerable  Figure  il 
their  Respective  Professions.     This  unhappy  Pcraoi 
had  a  natural  Vivacity  in  his  Temper,   which  sod! 
times  rose  to  such  a  Height  that  his  Relations  toi 
it  for  a  Degree  of  Madness;  they  therefore  hopil 
by  a  compliance  with  his  Humours,  to  bring  him 
a  better  Sense  of  Things,  they  sent  him  intu  IJ 
Army,  then  in  Flanders,  under  the  Command  of  tl 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  there  he  assisted  at  d 
several  Sieges,   which  were  undertaken  by  tile  Offl 
federate  Army  after  his  Arrival,  vis.  Afons,  Dewa^ 
Boiichain,   and  several  others  ;    yet  though  he  \ 
bold  there  even  to  Temerity,  he  never  received 
much  as  one  Wound  through  the  whole  Course  of  l 
LWar,  in  which  after  the  Siege  of  Lisle,  he  command 
s  a  Lieutenant,  and  that  with  great  Reputation. 
On  his  return  into  England,  he  at  first  whoD 
ddicted  himself  to  a  religious  sober  Life  ;  the 
Accidents  of  the  War  having  disposed  him  to  a  mO 
■serious  Temper,  by  making  him  plainly  perceive  ti 
y\zn'X  of   Providence  in   prolccliilg  and  dcstioyii 
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Dcording  as  its  Wisdom  seeth  fit  But  after  a  short 
Kay  in  LomioH^  he  unhappily  fell  into  the  Acquaint- 
■Ke  of  a  lewd  Woman«  who  so  besotted  him,  that  he 
cally  intended  to  marr)*  her,  if  the  Rt^^ent's  going 
o  Irelamd  had  not  prevented  it  though  there  the 
lase  was  not  much  mended,  since  Capt  Massey  gave 
fcVay  too  much  to  the  Debaucheries  generally  prac- 
ised  in  that  Nation. 

On  his  coming  back  from  thence,  he  was  by  the 
Recommendation  of  the  Duke  of  CAiiMdoiSy  made  by 
he  Royal  AfricaH  Company  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  in 
beir  Service,  and  an  Enganeer  for  erectingf  a  Fort  on 
he  Coast  of  Africa,  lie  promised  himself  great 
Vdvantages  and  a  ver>'  honourable  Support  from 
ius  EmpIo>*ment ;  but  he  and  his  Soldiers  under  his 
rbmmand,  being  verj*  ill  used  by  the  Person  who 
commanded  the  Ship  in  which  he  went  over,  being 
knied  their  Proportion  of  Provisions,  and  in  all  other 
respects  treated  with  much  Indignit)\  it  made  a  great 
mpression  on  Capt  Massey  s  ^Iind,  who  could  not 
bear  to  see  Numbers  of  those  poor  Creatures  perish. 
Qot  cmly  without  temporal  Necessaries,  but  wanting 
also  the  Assistance  of  a  Di\nne  in  their  last  Moments, 
die  Chaplain  of  the  Ship  remaining  behind  in  the 
Madeiras,  on  a  Foresight  perhaps  of  the  Miseries  he 
diould  have  suffered  in  the  \'o)"age. 

In  this  miserable  Condition  things  were  when  the 
Captain  and  his  Soldiers  came  into  the  River  Gambia^ 
vhere  the  designed  Fort  was  to  be  built  Here  the 
Water  was  so  bad  that  the  poor  Wretches,  already  in 
Ae  most  dreadful  Condition,  were  many  of  them 
deprived  of  Life  in  a  few  Da\-s  after  they  were  on 
SkNne.  The  Captain  was  excessively  troubled  at  the 
S^t  of  their  Misfortunes,  and  too  easily  in  Ko^^^ts  o( 
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relieving  them  gave  way  to  the  Persuasions 
Captain  of  a  lighter  Vessel  than  his  own,  whoai 
in  that  Port,  and  persuaded  him  to  turn  Finite  i 
than  let  his  Men  starve.  After  repeated  So 
tions,  Capt  Massey  and  his  Men  went  on  boat 
Ship,  and  having  there  tolerable  good  Provi 
soon  picked  up  Aeir  Strength,  and  took  some 
considerable  Prizes  ;  at  the  plundering  of  which, 
Massey  was  confused  and  amazed,  not  knowing 
what  to  do  ;  for  though  he  was  glad  to  see  his 
have  Meat,  yet  it  gave  him  great  trouble  wh< 
reflected  on  the  Methods  by  which  they  acquir 
In  this  disconsolate  State,  his  Nights  were  oft 
troublesome  to  him  as  his  Days  ;  for  (as  he  hi 
said)  he  seldom  shut  his  Eyes,  but  he  dreamt  th 
was  sailing  in  a  Ship  to  the  Gallows,  with  s 
others  round  him.  After  a  considerable  Spaa 
Ship  putting  into  the  Island  of  faniaiea  for  i 
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I,  and  as  he  did  not  expect  it,  so  false  hopes 
troubled  his  Repose ;  but  as  Death  was  to  cut 
F  from  the  World,  so  he  beforehand  retired  all 
ifections  from  thence,  and  thought  of  nothing 
It  state  whither  he  was  going.  In  his  Passage 
xution  he  pointed  to  the  African-House^  said, 
az'e  used  me  severely^  but  I  pray  God  prosper 
ss  them  in  all  their  Upuiertakings.  Mn  Nichol- 
f  Sl  Sepulchres  attended  him  in  his  last 
nts.  Just  before  he  died  he  read  the  following 
1  to  the  People. 

Captain  Massey's  Speech.  ^ 

People, 

?  of  you  to  pray  for  my  departing  Soul ;  I  like- 
ray  God  to  forgive  all  the  Evidcfues  that  s^oore 
t  ppic,  as  I  do  them  from  my  Heart.     I  challenge 

World  to  say,  I  ever  did  a  dishonourable  Act, 
ything  unlike  a  Gentleman,  but  ivhat  might  be 
*oung  Fellows  in  this  Age,  and  what 
of  this,  was  surely  a  rash  Actiofi^ 
to  turn  Pirate.     I  am  sorry  for  it, 

wish  it  was  in  my  Power  to  make  Amends  to 
Hourable  African  Company  for  what  they  haz*e 
'  9ny  J/eafis.  I  likewise  declare  upon  the  Word 
ving  Man,  that  I  never  ome  thought  of  molesting 
^uce  the  Duke  of  Chandois,  although  it  has  been 
ously  reported  that  I  always  went  with    two 

Pistols  to  dispatch  his  Grace.      As  for  the 

I  liHisalzcays  while  living  devoted  to  his  Service, 

s  good  Offices  dofu  unto  me :  and  I  humbly  beg 

rkty  God,  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  pour  dozen 

lessings  upon  his  good  Family.     Good  People, 
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once  more  I  beg  of  you  to  pray  for  my  departing  Soul 
I  desire  my  dying  Words  to  be  printed;  as  for  tk 
Truth  and  Sincerity  of  it,  I  sign  them  as  a  Mai 
departing  this  World. 

John  Massev. 

After  he  had  pronounced  these  Words,  he  signified 
it  as  his  last  Request,  that  neither  his  Wife  nor  any 
of  his  Relations  might  see  his  Body  after  in  the 
Coffin  :  then  praying  a  few  Moments  to  himself  be 
submitted  to  his  Fate,  being  at  the  time  of  his  DeaA 
28  Years  old.  He  sufferal  at  High  Water  Mai^ 
at  Execution  Dock,  on  the  26th  m  fuly^  1723,1115 
unhappy  Death  being  universally  pitied. 


77^?  Life  of  Philip  Roche,  a  Pirate,  &c. 
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rhtch  extended  however  to  Reading  and  Writing 
fter  which  he  sent  him  to  Sea.  Philip  was  a  Lat' 
I"  ingenious  Parts,  and  instead  of  forgetting,  as  manj*[ 
Id.  all  ihey  have  learned  on  board,  he,  on  th^ 
!43ntrar>'.  took  all  imaginable  Care  to  perfect  himsd_ 
D  whatsoever  he  had  but  a  slight  Notion  of  before"! 
le  went  to  Sea.  He  made  Abundance  of  coasting 
foyages  about  his  native  Island,  went  once  or  twice 
"  \r&a(iocs,  and  being  a  saving  industrious  young 
picked  up  Money  enough  to  become  first 
a  trading  Vessel  to  Nantz  in  Frame;  by 
eing  suffered  to  buy  Goods  himself,  he  got 
lerably.  and  was  in  a  fair  way  of  attaining  af^J 
Fortune  as  he  could  reasonably  expect  Sj 
this  slow  Method  of  getting  Money  did  by  nw 
satisfy  Roehc ;  he  was  resolved  to  grow  ricl' 
X  and  nut  wait  till  much  Labour  and  mail]^ 
had  made  him  so. 

en  once  form  to  themselves  such  Design! 
'Tig  before  they  find  Companions  fit  fof] 
se.      Roche  soon  met  with  one  Ncal.  a  i 

of  no   Education,    barbarous    but   very 
Fellow    who    had    all    the   Qualitirrs  that 
to  make  a  dangerous  Villain,  and  who  had 
inured  himself  by  a  Multitude  of  Facts  to 
'ommission  of  whatever  was  black  or  bloody  ; 
loly  without  remorse,  but  without    Reluctance, 
recommended  him  to  one  Pierce  CuUen  as  a 
Associate   in  those  Designs   they  were  con- 
fer this  Cuilcn,  as  A^eai  informed  him  was  a 
Principles  and  Qualifications,  much  like 
I    Iiad    somewhat    a   better   Capacity    in 
concerned  . 


r  a  Ship,  after  i 


ring  licT  lioth  at  London 
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and  Amsterdam,  but  PrtJvidence  disaf^xHnted  ll 
in  the  Success  of  their  wicked  Design ;  for  Cm 
having  Ijcen  known,  or  at  least  suspected  of  dd 
such   a   thing  before,   those  with  whom   the\-  h 
insured  at  Lotidon,  instead  of  their  paying  the  Mone 
caused  him    to  be  seized  and  brought  to  a  Tria 
which  demolished  all    their   Schemes    for  cheatoi 
Insurance  Offices.     CulUn  brought  in  his  Brother  ■ 
th<;ir  Confederacj',  and  after  abundance  of  Solicitabci 
induced    Wise  to  come    in    likewise.      The  Projo 
they  had  formed  was  to  seize  some  light  Ship, 
turn  Pirates  in  her,  conceiving  it  no  diiBcull  Matti 
afterwards    to   obtain   a    stronger    Vessel,    and  of 
better    fitted    for    their   purpose.     The    Ship   tbeyl 
pitched  on  to,  to  execute  this  their  villainous  Pui 
was  that  of  Peter   Tartoe,  a  Fremhntan.  of  ; 
generous  Disposition,  who  on   Rotlie  and  his  Coi 
panions    telling    him    a    melai 
entertained^ 
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fould  all  assist,  they  should  all  fare  alike,  and  have 
[Share  in  the  Booty. 

Upon  this  the  Action  began,  and  two  of  them 
ffining  up  after  the  Frenchtnan  and  Boy,  one  tossed 
lie  Lad  by  the  Arm  into  the  Water,  and  the  other 
Iriving  the  Man  down  upon  Deck,  he  there  had  his 
Brains  dashed  out  by  Roche  and  his  Companions, 
they  fell  next  upon  those  who  were  retired  to  their 
Rest,  and  some  of  them  upon  the  Shrieks  of  the  Man 
Bid  Boy  who  were  murdered,  rising  out  of  their  Beds, 
md  running  up  upon  Deck  to  see  what  occasioned 
diose  dismal  Noises,  vrere  murdered  themselves  before 
ihey  well  knew  where  they  were.  The  Mate  and 
iie  Captain  were  next  brought  up,  and  Roche  went 
ininediately  to  binding  them  together,  in  order  to 
30SS  them  over  board,  as  he  had  been  consulted  upon. 
It  was  in  vain  for  poor  Tartoe  to  plead  the  Kind- 
nesses he  had  done  them  all,  and  particularly  Rocfu ; 
hey  were  deaf  to  all  Sentiments,  either  of  Gratitude 
)r  Piety  ;  and  though  the  poor  Men  entreated  only 
o  much  Time  as  to  say  their  Prayers  and  recom- 
nend  themselves  to  God,  yet  the  Villains,  though 
faey  could  be  under  no  Apprehensions,  having 
ilr^dy  murdered  all  the  Rest  of  the  Men  out  of  the 
A^ay,  would  not  even  yield  to  this;  but  Cullai 
lastened  Roche  in  binding  them  Back  to  Back,  to 
OSS  them  at  once  into  the  Sea,  then  hurrj'ing  down 
nto  the  Cabin,  they  tapped  a  Barrel  of  Rum  to  make 
hemselves  good  Cheer,  and  laughed  at  the  Cries  of 
he  two  poor  drowned  Men,  whom  they  distinctly 
leard  calling  upon  God,  until  their  Voices  and  their 
breaths  were  lost  in  the  Waves.  After  having  drank 
tnd  eat  with  as  much  Mirth  and  Jollity,  as  if  they 
lad   been   at  a  F'east,  they  began  to  plunder  the 
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Vessel,  breaking  open  the  Chests,  and  takti^  en 
them  what  they  thought  proper.  Then  to  drir 
they  went  again,  pleasing  themselves  with  the 
barous  Expedition  which  they  resolved  to  unde: 
as  soon  as  they  could  get  a  Ship  proper  to  ' 
them  into  the  West  Indies,  intending  there  to  f 
the  Examples  the  Buccaneers  had  set  them,  an( 
and  plunder  all  who  fell  into  their  Hands.  I 
these  Villanies  in  Intention,  the  present  Stal 
their  Affairs  called  upon  them  to  make  some  pro\ 
Tor  their  immediate  Safety  ;  they  returned  ther 
into  the  Channel,  and  putting  the  Ship  into  J 
mouih,  got  her  there  new  painted  and  then  saile 
Amsterdam;  Roche  being  unanimously  recog 
their  Captain,  and  all  of  them  promising  faithful 
submit  to  him  through  the  Course  of  their  f 
Expeditions. 

On  their  arrival  in  Hollaiui,  they  had  the  S 
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d  Friends  and  Fortune  enough  in  England  to 
ike  up  that  Loss ;  but  his  Intreaties  were  all  in 
n  to  a  Set  of  Wretches  who  had  long  ago  aban- 
led  all  Sentiments  of  Humanity  and  Aiercy  ;  they 
nefore  caroused  as  usual,  and  after  sharing  the 
>t)%  steered  the  Vessel  for  England.  Some  In- 
lation  of  their  Villanies  had  by  that  time  reached 
ler :  so  that  upon  a  Letter  being  stopped  at  the 
t-Office,  which  Roche  as  soon  as  they  had  landed 
te  to  his  Wife,  a  Messenger  was  immediately 

down,  who  brought  Philip  up  in  Custody,  who 
g  brought  to  the  Council-Table,  and  there  ex- 
ied«  absolutely  denied  either  that  himself  was 
'ip  Roche,  or  that  he  knew  any  one  of  that  Name  ; 
his  Letters  under  his  own  Hand  to  his  Wife 
g  produced,  he  was  not  able  any  longer  to  stand 
at  Falsehood.     Yet  those  in  Authority,  knowing 

there  was  l^jal  Proof  sufficient  to  bring  these 
ninable  Men  to  Justice,  offered  Roc/ic  his  Life, 
ided  he  gave  such  Information  where  they 
It  be  able  to  apprehend  and  convict  any  three  of 
Companions  more  wicked  than  himself ;  but  he 
so  far  from  complpng  therewith,  that  he  suffered 
t  erf  his  Crew  who  were  taken  to  perish  in 
ody  rather  than  become  an  Evidence  against 
L  This  was  the  Fate  of  N^cal^  who  perished  for 
t  in  the  Jfarshalsaiy  having  in  vain  petitioned 
I  Trunk  in  which  was  a  lai^e  Quantity  of  ready 
ley.  Clothes  and  other  Things  to  a  considerable 
ic  which  had  been  seized  in  Inland,  by  X'^irtue  of 
arrant  from  the  Lords  Justices  of  that  Kingdom  ; 
ccount  of  the  Detention  of  which,  while  he  pe- 
sd  for  want  of  Necessaries  and  Clothes  A'cal  most 
fily  complained,  foi^etting  that  these  vet^  \!cv\tv^ 

o 
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were  the  Plunder  of  those  unhappy  Persons  i 
they  had  so  barbarously  murdered,  after  havin 
ceived  so  much  Kindness  and  Civility  from  th) 
Roche  in  the  mean  while  being  conBned  in  A"* 
went  constandy  to  the  Chapel,  and  appeared 
obliging  a  Temper,  that  many  persuaded  them 
he  could  not  be  guilty  of  the  bloody  Crimes  1 
his  charge;  and  taking  Advantage  of  these 
Thoughts  of  theirs,  he  framed  a  new  Stor)' ; 
fence  of  himself;  he  said  that  there  happened  a 
rel  on  board  the  Ship  between  an  Irishman 
Frenchman,  and  that  Tartuoe  taking  part  w 
own  Nation,  threatened  to  lash  tlte  Irishman  « 
tlwttgh  he  was  not  any  way  in  tfie  Wrong ; 
pretended  begat  a  general  Quarrel  betweeti  ti 
Nations  ;  and  the  Irish  being  tiu  Stronger,  the^ 
powered  ajtd  threw  tlte  French  overboard  in  tht 
of  their  .liigcr,    toithout  considering   what   th 
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rder.  The  Rest  who  had  been  apprehended 
njf  one  by  one  in  die  same  dreadful  Condition 
!i  NeaL  that  is,  with  the  Blood  gushing  from  every 
:  of  their  Body,  which  looked  so  much  like  a 
gjment,  that  all  who  saw  it  were  amazed.  He 
^lu)  b^;an  to  think  himself  perfectly  safe  after 
Death  of  his  Companions,  supposing  that  now 
e  was  nobody  to  bear  any  Testimony  against 
;  and  therefore,  instead  of  appearing  any  way  dis- 
ed,  he  most  eamesdy  desired  the  speedy  Ap- 
ch  of  an  Admiralty  Sessions.  It  was  not  long 
re  it  took  place,  and  when  he  found  what  Evi- 
re  would  be  produced  against  him,  he  appeared 
h  less  solicitous  about  his  Trial,  than  anybody  in 
Condition  would  have  been  expected  to  be  ;  but 
rer)'  well  knew  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
e  him  Guilt)-  of  the  Murders,  and  as  impossible 
lim  to  be  acquitted  of  the  Piracy, 
fter  receiving  Sentence  of  Death,  he  declared 
ielf  a  Papist,  and  that  he  could  no  longer  comply 
the  Service  of  the  Church  of  Englattdy  and 
e  to  the  Chapel ;  he  did  not  however  think  that 
ras  in  any  Danger  of  Death,  but  supposed  that 
Promises  which  had  been  made  him  on  his  first 
mination,  would  now  take  place  and  prevent  the 
cution  of  his  Sentence.  When  therefore  the 
senger  returned  from  Hanaz'er^  and  brought  an 
■ess  Order  that  he  should  die,  he  appeared 
edingly  moved  thereat,  and  without  reflecting  at 
>n  the  horrid  and  barbarous  Treatment  with 
:h  he  had  used  others,  he  could  not  forbear  com- 
ling  of  the  great  Hardship  he  suffered  in  being 
into  the  Death  Warrant,  after  a  Promise  had 
I    made   him   of   Life,   though  nothing  is  more 
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certain  than  that  he  never  performed  any  pa 
those  Conditions  upon  which  it  was  to  have  1 
place. 

At  the  Place  of  Execution  he  was  so  faint,  coofii 
and  in  such  Consternation,  that  he  could  not  sp 
ehher  to  the  People,  or  to  those  who  were  nearei 
hand,  dying  with  the  greatest   Marks  of  Deject 
and  Confusion  that  could  possibly  be  seen  in  a 
Criminal  whatever.     He  was  about  30  Years  of  J\ 
at  the  Time  of  his  Execution,  which  was  at  H% 
Water  Mark,  Execution  Dock,  on  the  14th  ofAugMi 
'723- 

T/ie  Life  of  Hl'MI'HRV  Angier.  an  HigAwaymM 
ami  Foot-pad. 
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t  away  from  him  ;  however  he  found  a  way  to 
:  him  sufficiently,  for  he  got  into  a  Crew  of  loose 
[Fellows,  which  so  far  frightened  the  old  Cooper,  that 
lie  was  at  a  considerable  Expence  to  hire  Persons  to 
vatch  his  House  for  the  four  Years  that  Angicr 
oitercd  about  that  City.  At  last  his  Fatlier  even 
oolc  him  from  thence,  and  brought  him  over  into 
EuglanJ.  where  he  left  him  at  full  Liberty  to  do  what 
ke  thought  fit,  resolving  with  himself,  diat  if  his  Son 
RNild  lake  to  ill  Courses,  it  should  be  where  the 
ihanic  of  his  Villanies  might  not  reflect  upon  hii 
Ukl  his  Family. 

He  was  now  near  Eighteen  Years  of  Age,  and 
icing  in  some  Fear  that  some  Persons  whom  he  had 
vrongcd  might  bring  him  into  Danger,  he  listed  him- 
idf  in  the  King's  Service,  and  went  down  with  a  new 
aised  Rt^jinient  into  Scotland,  where  he  hoped  to 
mke  something  by  plundering  the  Inhabitants,  it 
idi^  in  the  Time  of  Rebellion.  Hut  he  did  not.suc- 
Bcd  very  well  there,  and  on  his  Return  fell  into  the- 
Company  of  Williant  Duce,  whom  we  have  before ' 
Kntioned  ;  his  Conversation  soon  seduced  him  to 
Iknr  the  same  Course  of  Life,  and  that  their  Inti- 
■cy  might  be  the  more  strongly  knit,  he  married 
i/j  Sister  ;  then  engaging  himself  with  all  that 
!,  he  committed  abundance  of  Robberies  in  their 
ny  ;  but  he  was  far  from  falling  into  that  bar- 
i  Manner  of  Beating  the  Pa.ssengcrs,  which  was, 
1  Customary  and  habitual  to  Meady  Butler,  an4 
;  others  of  his  and  Duces  Companions. 
Augur  told  a  particular  Story  of  them,  whi 
\.  very  great  Impression  upon  him,  and  cannot: 
my  Readers  an  Idea  of  that  horriljle  Spiril 
[inspired  those  Wretches.     Mead  ixwX  liittler. 
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came  one  Evening  to  him  very  full  of  their  Exploits, 
and  the  good  luck  they  had  had.  when  Mtad  partK 
cularly  having  related  every  Circumstance  which  had 
happened  since  their  last  parting,  said,  thai  amoi^ 
others  w/iom  they  Itad  robbed^  they  met  a  stnoath  facA 
Shoe-maker,  who  said  he  was  just  married  a lui  loat 
going  home  to  his  Friends ;  they  persuaded  him  Is 
turn  out  of  the  Road  to  look  in  the  Hedge /or  a  Bird's 
Nest,  whither  he  was  tto  sooner  got,  but  they  bouni, 
gagged,  and  robbed  hint,  and  afterwards  turning  bad. 
barbarously  clapped  a  Pistol  to  his  Head  and  shot  out 
his  Brains.  After  this  Angler  declared  he  would 
never  drink  in  the  Company  of  Afead,  and  when 
Butler  sometimes  talked  after  the  same  Manner,  he 
used  to  Reprove  him,  by  telling  him.  that  Cruelty  i:as 
iw  Courage  ;  at  which  Britler  and  some  of  his  Com- 
panions sometimes  laughed,  and  told  him,  he  had 
singular  Notions  of  Courage.     After  this,  he  and  his 
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ind  his  Maid  was  taken  up,  and  tried  for  it  and  ac- 
mitted  at  the  Old-Bailcy  ;  he  was  also  at  the  same 
ime  tried  for  another  Offence,  viz.  an  Iris/ncomafi 
'xxmmg  to  his  House  and  drinking  pretty  hard  there 
be  at  last  carried  her  up  Stairs,  and  throwing  her 
upon  a  Bed,  pretended  a  great  Affection  for  her 
Person ;  but  his  Wife  coming  in  and  pretending  to 
be  jealous  of  the  Woman,  pulled  her  off  the  Bed,  and 
til  doing  so  picked  her  Pocket  of  four  Guineas.  But 
of  this  there  being  no  direct  Evidence  against  him, 
he  was  also  acquitted.  However,  it  ruined  his 
House  and  Credit,  and  drove  him  upon  that  which 
was  too  much  his  Inclination,  the  taking  Money  by 
Force  upon  the  Road. 

He  now  got  into  Acquaintance  with  Carrivk,  Car- 
roll JLock,  Kcll\\  and  many  others  of  that  Stamp, 
with  whom  he  committed  several  Villanies,  but  al- 
wa\"s  pretended  to  be  above  picking  of  Pockets, 
which  he  said  was  practised  by  none  of  tlieir  Crew 
but  Hugh  Kelly,  who  was  a  ver)-  dexterous  Fellow 
in  his  Way.  However,  when  AngiW  was  in  Custody, 
Abundance  of  People  applied  to  him,  to  help  them  to 
their  Gold-Watches,  Snuff-boxes,  &c.  But  as  he 
told  them,  so  he  persisted  in  it  always,  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  Matter,  and  Kelly  being  gone  over 
into  Amertea  and  there  settled,  there  was  no  hopes 
of  getting  any  of  them  again. 

One  Evening  he  and  Milksop,  one  of  his  Compan- 
ions being  upon  tlie  Road  to  St  ^lldans,  a  little  on 
this  Side  of  it,  met  a  Gentleman's  Coach,  and  in  it  a 
young  Man  and  two  Ladies.  They  immetliately 
called  to  the  Coachman  to  stop,  but  he  neglecting  to 
obey  their  Summons,  they  knocked  him  off  from  the 
Box,  having  first  disabled  him  to  whi|)  off,  by  shoot- 
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ing  one  of  his  Horses  ;  they  then  draj^jjed  him 
the  Coach,  which  running  over  him  hiirthJin  exceed- 
ingly, and  even  endangered  his  Life,      Then  they 
robbed  the  young  Gentleman    and    the    Ladies  <■ 
whatever  they  had  about  them  valuable,  using  thcnl 
rudely,  and  stripping  things  off  them  in  a  very  barm 
and  cruel  way;  Angier  excused  this,  by  saying  a 
the  Time  he  did  it,  he  was  much  in  Liquor.      In  tli  ' 
beginning  of  the  Year  1 720,  Angier  who  had  so  I< 
escaped   Punishment  for  the  Offences  which  he  I 
committed,  was  very  near  suffering  for  one  in  whid 
he  had  not  the  least  hand  ;  for  a  Person  of  Quali^' 
Coachman    being   robbed   of  a   Watch    and    son) 
Money,  a  Woman  of  the  Town,  whom  Angier  an 
one  of  his  Companions  had  much  abused,  was  then 
ujion    taken    up,    having    attempted    to    pawn    dl 
Fellow's  Watch,  after  he  had  advertised  iL      Sh 
played  the    Hypocrite  very    dexterously   upon    he 
Apprehension,  and  said  that  the  Robberj'  was  M 
committed    by    her ;   but   Angier,   Armstrong,    all 
another  young  Man,  were  the  Persons  who  loofc  I 
and  by  her  help  they  were  seized  and  committed  ( 
Newgate,  and  at  die  ensuing  Sessions,  the  Womtf 
swore  roundly  against  them  ;  but  the  Fellow  bde 
more  tender,  and  some   Circumstances  of  tlieirll 
nocence  plainly  appearing,  they  were  acquitted  bydl 
Jury,  and  that  very  jusdy  in  this  Case,  in  which  dM 
had  no  Hand. 

During  the  Time  he  lay  under  Sentence,  1 
behaved  himself  with  much  Penitence  for  anotb 
Offence,  always  calling  eamesdy  to  God  for  h 
Assistance  and  Grace  to  Comfort  him  under  iha 
heavy  Sorrows  which  his  Follies  ;uid  Crimes  had 
lustly  brought  upon  him.      At  the  Place  of  Exi 
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lid  not  appear  at  all  terrified  at  Death,  but  sub- 
ed  with  the  same  Resignation  which  for  a  long 
e  he  had  professed,  since  his  being  under  Con- 
nent  I  mmediately  before  he  suffered  he  collected 
ipirits,  and  spoke  in  the  following  Terms,  to  that 
vd  which  always  attends  on  such  melancholy 
isions. 

D  People, 

see  niany  0/  yoti  here  Assembled  to  behold  my 
ched  End.  I  hope  it  will  induce  yon  to  aimd 
'  Evils  which  have  brought  me  hither.  Sontetimc 
r  my  being  last  taketi  up^  I  had  formed  within 
If  most  steady  purposes  of  Amaidment,  which  it 
^cat  Comfort  to  me,  even  here,  titat  I  luroer  broke 
,  having  lived  at  Henley  upon  Thames  both  with 
xl  Reputation,  and  in  a  manner  which  deserved 
I  heartily  forgive,  and  I  hope  God  will  do  t/ie 
\  Dyer,  whose  Evidence  hath  taken  away  my  Life. 
(>e  he  will  make  a  good  Use  of  that  Tinte  which 
^rice  of  my  Blood  and  that  of  others  hasproaired 
I  heartily  desire  Pardon  of  all  whom  I  have 
red,  and  declare  that  in  the  several  Robberies  I 
committed  I  have  been  always  careful  to  avoid 
flitting  any  Murder. 

fter   this  he  adjusted  the  Rope  about  his  own 
k,    and    submitted    to  that  Sentence  which  the 
directed.     He  suffered  on  the  9th  September^ 
\,  being  at  the  time  about  29  Years  of  Age. 


The  Life  of  Captain  St.\nlo',  a  AfmrAnr. 

1HERE  caniKH  be  a  greater  Mtsfoftaoed 
to  want  Education,  except  it  be  this,  havi 
a  bad  one.  The  Minds  of  >x>ung  Paso 
are  generally  compared  to  Paper,  oa  vIkJ 
we  may  write  whatever  we  think  fit :  but  if  it  be  am 
blurred  and  blotted  with  improper  Characten.  i 
becomes  then  much  harder  to  impress  premier  T  ^ 
ments  thereon,  because  those  which  were  first 
must  be  totally  Erased.  This  seems  to  have 
too  much  the  Case  with  the  unhappy  Person  of  wl 
the  thread  of  these  Narrations  requires  that  " 
speak,  itz..  Captain  Stanley.      This  unhappy 
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per,  as  to  delight  in  nothing  so  much  as  trampling 
le  dead  Carcasses  in  the  Field  after  an  Engage- 
-  Returning  into  Efiglatid  with  his  Father,  old 
ley  had  the  Slisfortune  to  stab  a  near  Relation 
:  Lord  Xexcburvs  in  the  Tilt  J  \xrd,  for  which 
as  committed  Prisoner  to  Xen^gate ;  afterwards 

released  and  commanded  into  Ireland^  he 
d  with  him  this  Son  yohn,  and  procured  for  him 
isign's  Commission  in  a  Regiment  there.  Poor 
\  Stanley  s  sprightly  Temper  gained  him  abun- 
of  Acquaintance — and  if  it  be  not  to  prophane 
Came — Friends,  amongst  the  young  Rakes  in 
id.  some  of  whom  were  Persons  of  great  Qualit)% 
lad  such  an  Affection  for  him  as  to  continue 
visits,  and  relieve  his  Necessities  when  under 
>t  misfortunes  in  Xe%i}gate.  But  such  Company 
"ing  him  at  that  time  in  Expenses  he  was  in  no 
ible  to  support,  he  was  obliged  shortly  to  part 
his  Ensign's  Commission  for  ready  Money, 
1  gave  his  Father  great  Pain  and  Uneasiness, 
long  after  he  came  again  into  England  and  to 
:>//,  where  he  pursued  the  same  methods,  though 
•"ather  importuned  him  to  apply  to  General 
\ope.  as  a  person  he  was  sure  would  assist  him, 
g  been  always  a  friend  to  their  Family,  and 
ularlv  to  old  Stixnlex  himself.  But  Jack  was 
le  a  Favourite  with  the  Ladies,  and  had  taken 
isier  road    to   what  he  accounted    Happiness, 

either  ujwn  the  Benevolence  of  Friends,  the 
me  of  the  Dice,  or  the  Favours  of  the  Sex.  A 
lual  round  of  sensual  Delights  employed  his 
and  he  was  so  far  from  endeavouring  to  attain 
»ther  Commission  or  Employment  in  order  to 
irt   him,   that    thent  was  nothing  he  so  much 


.-•.-4  TJu  Lt/i  // 

itir  i.i.l  Slanl'-y  wa.-j  cjnc'nuaJIy  a-.\x:hlai:  ft"" 
4ri"i  .i:t  In;  iiiwi  vfry  ■^waX  [::!*r»sE.  ^yiybg  bi 
Sm  t  iii»r')n>.Hj!»  M isbchavjrjiir  sa(ie  zin  3;"i  jff 

'■w'J'  in  r]ji:  Ojiim:  ol'  his  Extrava^araots  rtita 
hirn'wtt  iii.'on  youny  M-in  ojriin^  \z'jj  dieWcri: 
■riwfrr  I ir"t»r(ii.-'!  'jJ'  h*i\x\%  rht-iV  T::p-.r  --  •=-■*■  J^C^'x. 
V  i.-'-i  Mj  ijj,;  T'jwn.  ■iijjip:'!  in  tn-rlr  PitEssir^ 
)trJ|.  i-i.'tn  t»>  *<iijjin>ii:r  th>:ir  Esares. 

",>t  ijiirt  '*(;iin(j  w:i«  a  ;^a.y  yoiir:;;^  I'^rff-vi;^;  S 
w)»ti  [.IV  til.:  t.>';atJi  o('  ;in  L'tici*;  was  c-^czr*  1=.: 
I*t.i««-.«^t.ii  'ii  \  y.iri-.  E,*CU!:.  and  bv  ti>r  Lcss' 
l'.»i.l>':f  widli;  .1  Puy.  baii  hari  -jo  "izift  Ecjcid 
iit,ir  t».i  tun.'w  hi.iw  trj  usu  it  Hi.-n  Hiaiuiy  rr*: 
■  it.  .iii'l  |.'i;rniini':'i  i)im  that  n'i&Ar/^  -sai  ic-  if- 
^r«.ni:»  h-J  -1  V'-'iJilli  '>;i]tl(;man  OS  Travei.  £=-£ 
Itiin  tij  f;*.!  in.iJt';  ■!  T'jur  -A  FUtuieri  and  //"r^.'j 
l»jn  0.'in|,Mjiy,     ■'Siitniiy  xh'Miih  a  vsr.-    wiii  ■ 


Captain  Stanley,  a  Murderer.         205 

Linted  and  passionately  fond  of  one  Mrs.  Mar- 
whose  Husband  was  once  an  eminent  Trades- 
upon  Ludgate-Hill ;  by  her  he  had  a  Child  of 
I  also  he  was  ver)*  fond.  This  Woman  was  the 
re  of  the  far  greater  Part  of  his  Misfortunes ;  for 
his  Father  had  procured  him  a  handsome 
nission  in  the  Ser\-ice  of  the  African  Company, 
le  had  recei\'ed  a  considerable  Sum  of  Money 
s  \'o\*age,  appearing  perfecdy  satisfied  himself, 
>ehaving  in  so  grave  and  decent  a  manner  as 
his  Family  and  Relations  with  verj-  agreeable 
s.  they  were  all  blasted  by  Mrs.  Maycock's 
ig  to  PiyrtsmoutA  with  her  Child,  where  he  was 
bark.  She  so  far  prevailed  upon  his  Inclinations 
get  him  to  give  her  one  Half  of  the  Company *s 
tv.  and  to  return  to  Town  with  the  other  half 
If.  On  his  coming  up  to  London  he  avoided 
to  his  Father*s,  who  no  sooner  heard  how  dis- 
irably  his  Son  had  behaved,  but  laying  it  more 
!art  dian  all  the  rest  of  his  Misfortunes,  Grief  in 
rt  time  put  an  End  to  them  all  by  his  Death. 
1  the  News  of  it  came  to  young  S}an/t}\  he  fell 
ransports  of  Grief  and  Passion,  which  as  many 
»  intimate  Companions  said,  so  disturbed  his 
,  that  he  never  aften\'ards  was  in  a  right 
)er,  as  indeed  appeared  by  several  Accidents, 
of  which  were  after\vards  sworn  at  his  Trial : 
ularly  that  while  he  lodged  in  the  House  of 
^nder hilly  somebody  having  quoted  a  Sentence 
tin  in  his  Company,  he  was  so  disturbeil  at  the 
^hts  of  his  having  had  such  Opportunities  of 
•ing  the  Knowledge  of  that  Language,  and  yet 
uing  ignorant  thereof,  through  his  Negligence 
►ebaucher)',  that  it  made  at  that  time  so  strong 
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an  Impression  on  his  Spirits,  that  ! 
drew  a  Fen- Knife  and  attempted  to  stab  h 
without  any  other  Cause  of  Passion.  At  otha 
he  would  fall  into  sudden  and  ^ievous  Rages, 
at  Trifles,  or  at  nothing  at  all,  abuse  his  best  F 
and  endeavour  to  injure  himself,  and  then  coir 
a  better  Temper,  begged  them  to  forgive  him, 
did  not  know  what  he  did.  During  the  latter 
his  Life,  his  Circumstances  were  so  bad,  that 
reduced  to  doing  many  dirty  Actions,  which 
j^ersuaded  otherwise  would  not  have  happened 
as  going  into  Gentlemen's  select  Compar 
Taverns,  and  without  any  other  Ceremonj 
telling  them  his  Impudence  must  make  him  w 
to  a  Dinner  with  them  ;  after  which  instead  of 
ing  them  for  their  Kindness,  he  would  often 
Quarrel  with  them,  though  Strangers,  and 
drawing   his  Sword   and   fighting   l^efore  he   1 
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■street  with  a  Man  and  a  Woman,  he  came  up 
r.  and  gently  tapped  her  on  the  Shoulder,  she 
ng.  cried,  li'hat  my  dear  Captain  !  and  so  on 
went  talking  till  they  came  to  this  House  in  the 
BaiU'v  :  there  some  Words  happened  about  the 
al  Misfortunes  they  had  brought  upon  one 
ler.  Mrs.  .Mayavk  reproached  hini  with  sedtic- 
ler.  and  bringing  on  all  the  Miseries  she  had 
felt.  Stan/iy  again  reflected  on  her  for  hinder- 
is  X'oyage  to  Cafic  Ci\is/.  the  e.\tra\agnnt  Sunis 
id  spent  upon  her.  and  her  now  conversing  with 
■  Men.   though  she  had  had  three  or  four  Chil- 

by  him.     At  last  they  grew  very  high,  and 

A/ayiiHA-  who  was  natural!)'  a  \'er)'  sweet  tem- 
1  Woman,  was  so  far  pro\'oke(.l  (as  Stan/ey  said) 
i//e  t/trt-,.'  ti  Cup  -icith  Beer  at  him  ;  ujion  which 

ill  Names  passing  between  them,  Sfaui,y  drew 
won.1  and  stabbed  her  between  the  Breast  eight 
L's  deep,  immediately  upon  which  he  stoppetl  his 
ikerchief  into  the  Wound.  He  was  quickly 
ev.1  and  committed  for  the  present  to  Wwd-sireet 
pter.  There  he  expressed  verj-  little  Concern 
lat  had  happened,  laughing  and  giving  himself 
fiance  of  Airs,  such  as  by  no  means  became  a 

in  his  Condition.  On  his  Commitment  to 
^atf.  he  seemed  not  to  abate  the  least  of  that 
citv  which  was  natural  to  his  Temper,  and  as  he 
too  much  mistaken  \"ice  for  the  Characteristic 
ine  Gentleman,  so  now  nothing  appearetl  to  him 
I'eat  a  Testimony  ot  Ciallantry  and  Courage  as 
k'ing  intrepidly  while  Death  was  so  near  in  its 
\xich.  He  therefore  entertained  all  who  con- 
d  with  him  in  die  Prison,  and  all  who  visiteti 
W>m  without,  with  the  Histor\'  of  his   .Amours. 
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and  the  Favours  that  had  been  bestowed  on 
a  Multitude  of  6ne  Ladies;  nay,  his  Van 
Impudence  was  so  great  as  to  mention  some 
Names,  and  especially  to  asperse  two  Ladi' 
lived  near  Cheapside  Conduit.  But  there 
Reason  to  believe,  that  part  of  this  was  pi 
make  his  Madness  more  probable  at  his  Tri 
which  he  behaved  very  oddly,  and  when  he  i 
Sentence  of  Death,  took  Snuff  at  the  Bar, : 
on  abundance  of  Airs,  that  were  even  ridicule 
where,  and  shocking  and  scandalous  upon  sc 
.choly  an  Occasion. 

After  Sentence  his  Carriage  under  his  Conf 
altered  not  so  much  as  one  would  have  expa 
offering  to  lay  Wagers  that  he  should  m 
hanged,  notwithstanding  his  Sentence,  for  he 
solved  not  to  die  like  a  D(^  in  a  String,  i 
li;i<l  it  in  his  P(j\v<;r  always  to  go  out  of  the   \ 
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He  manifested  the  utmost  Tenderness  and 
•n  for  that  poor  Chikt  who  had  been  deprived 
Rashness  of  his  Mother  and  whom  the  l-aw 
by  its  just  Sentence,  now  likewise  deprive  of 
ther.  Being  told  that  Mr.  Bryan,  Mrs.  May- 
Brother,  erf  Ttrzucr-HilL  was  dead,  merely 
ii  concern  at  his  Sister's  M  isfortunes,  and  the 
ible  End  that  followed  them,  Stanley  clapped 
nds  together,  and  cried,  ZL'Aai  more  Death  still  f 
im  the  most  unfortunate  Wretch  that  liSis  ezrr 

e  few  Da\-s  before  his  Execution,  talking  to 
his  Friends,  he  said,  I  am  perfcetly  convineeti 
is  false  Courage  to  avoid  the  just  Sentence  of 
w^  by  executing  the  rash  Dictates  if  orus  Rage 
ozcn  Hand.  I  am  heartily  sorry  for  the  nfsh 
;io^iS  I  liaz'c  been  Guilty  of  if  that  sort,  and 
Trmifud  to  let  the  World  see  my  Courage  fails 
Hore  in  my  Death,  than  it  has  done  in  my  Life : 
7  dear  Friend  (added  he)  /  nezerfcll  so  punch 
2^4 iet,  and  Satisfaction  in  all  my  Lif\  as  I 
t>erienced  simc  my  coming  to  this  Resolution, 
though  he  sometimes  expressed  himself  in  a 
and  religious  Manner;  yet  Passion  would 
nes  break  in  upon  him  to  the  last,  antl  make 
irst  out  into  frightful  and  horrid  Speeches  ; 
jain  he  would  grow  calm  and  cool,  and  speak 
reat  seeming  Sense  of  God*s  Proviilence  in 
ilictions.  He  was  particularly  aftccted  with 
ccidents  which  happened  to  him  not  long 
his  Death,  and  which  struck  him  with  great 
n  at  the  time  they  happened  :  the  first  of 
>-as  a  Fall  from  his  Horse  under  Tyburn,  in 
le  was  so  stunned,  that  he  could  not  recover 
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Strength  enough    to  remount,  but  was  heljjwl  i 

Horse  again  by  the  Assistance  of  two  Friends  ; 

long  after  which,  he  had  as  hsA  an  Accident  of  tli4 

same  kind  under  Neivgaic,  which  he  said,  made  sii<h 

an  Imprcsdon  on  him,  that  he  did  not  go  abroad  ft^. 

many  Mornings  a/ten-jards,   without   recommcnMM 

htmsdf  in  the  most  serious  Manner  to  the  Divi» 

Protection. 

.  Another  Story  he  also  told  with  many  Marks  II 

^^^rea!    Thankfulness   for  the  narrow  Escape  he  tba 

^H|'made  from  Death,  which  hapijencd  thus :  he  fell  oa 

^^■at  a  Cider  Cellar  in  Covcnt  Garden,  with  one  CaJiA 

^^B  Chickley,  and  challenging  him  to  fight  in  a  dark  Roon 

^^Bitiiey  were  then  shut  up  logellier  for  some  SpiKlJ 

^^Hibut  a  Constable  being  sent  for  by  the  People  of  Si 

^^B  House,  and  breaking  the  Dour  open,  delivered  hU 

^^Bfrom    being   sent   altogether  unprepared  out  of  6 

^^wWorld.     Chickley  being  much  too  hard  for  him,  aJ 

^^■.having  given  him  a  Wound  quite  through  the  Bodj 

^^vHiinself  escaping  with  only  a  slight  Cut  or  twa    fl 

^^Pthe  Dayof  Execution  drew  near.  Mr..SVrt«/(^app"art 

^^   more  serious  and  much  more  attentive  to  his  De* 

tions  than  hitherto  he  had  been ;  yet  could  he  R 

wholly  contain   himself  even  then  ;  for  the  Sanii 

before  he  died,  after  Sermon,  at  which  he  had  behart 

himself  decently  and  modestly,  he  broke  out  into  th 

wild  Expression  :  that  he  was  on!y  sorry  he  liad  ■ 

fired  the  lohole  House  where  he  kilted  Mrs.  Ma)'cod 

\  When  he  was  reproved   for  these  things,  he  woi! 

kiok  ashamed,  and  say,   it  ivas  true,  they  nvre  ro 

unSeeoining,    but   they   -nvre  uduii  he  eould  not  hn^ 

arising  from  certain  Starts  in  his   Imaginaliou.  ilU 

"tirried  him  into  a  short  Madness,  for  which  he  H 

{  sorry  as  soon  as  he  came  to  himself. 
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At  the  Place  of  Execution,  to  which  he  was 
conveyed  in  a  Mourning  Coach,  he  turned  pale, 
i  seemed  uneasy,  and  complained  that  he  was  very  sick, 
r^itreating  a  Gentleman  by  him  to  support  him  with 
his  Hand.  He  desired  to  be  unbound  that  he  might 
.be  at  Liberty  to  pray  kneeling,  which  with  some 
Difficulty  was  granted ;  he  then  applied  himself  to 
his  Devotions  with  much  Fervency,  and  then  submit- 
ted to  his  Fate,  but  when  the  Cap  was  drawn  over 
his  Eyes  he  seemed  to  shed  Tears  abundantly. 
Immediately  before  he  was  turned  off,  he  said,  his 
Friepids  had  provided  a  Hearse  to  carry  away  his 
Body^  and  lie  liopcd  nobody  wotild  be  so  cruel  as  to 
deny  his  Relatiotts  his  dead  Limbs  to  be  interred, 
adding,  t/iat  unless  /le  were  assured  of  this,  he  could 
mat  die  in  Pecue.  Such  was  the  End  of  a  young  Man, 
in  Person  and  Capacity  every  way  fitted  to  have 
made  a  reputable  Figure  in  the  World,  if  either  his 
natural  Principles  or  his  Education  had  laid  any 
Restraint  upon  his  Vices  ;  but  as  his  Passions  hurried 
him  beyond  all  Bounds,  so  they  brought  a  just  End 
upon  themselves,  by  finishing  a  Life  spent  in  sensual 
Pleasures  with  an  ignominious  Death,  which  happened 
in  the  25th  Year  of  his  Age,  on  the  23rd  oi  December, 
1723,  at  Tyburn. 


^H    av 


f77/c  Life  of  STi'.PHiiN  Gardiner,  an  /ftg/iwayma^^ 
and  House-breaker. 


TEPHEN  GARDINER  was  Uie  Son 
Parents  of  middliny  Circumstances,  tiviq 
at  the  Time  of  his  Birth  in  Moor-Fidk 
which  perhaps  was  the  immediate  Cause  0 
his  Ruin,  since  he  learnt  there  while  a  Boy  to  idk 
away  his  Time  and  tn  look  on  notliincr  as  so  jTneall 
"^leasurc,  as  Gaming  and  Cudgel-playing^,  which  lod 
i«p  equally  his  Time  and  his  Thoughts,  till  he  g« 
up  to  ahout  Fourteen  Years  old,  when  his  Fri«i( 
placed  him  out  an  Apprentice  to  a  Weaver.  Wld 
he  was  with  this  Master,  he  did  so  many  unludl 
Tricks  as  occasioned  not  only  severe  L'sajjc  at  bom 
but  incurred  also  the  Dislike  and  Hatred  of  all  d 
Neighbours,  so  that  instead  of  interposing  to  prcsert 
him  from  his  Master's  Correction,  they  were  coD^ 
[ally  comfilainin^r  and  getting  him  beat;  nay.  som<aiiiJl 
when  his  Master  was  not  ready  enough  to  do  i 
would  beat  him  themselves.  Stephen  was  so  wont 
out  with  this  kind  of  Treatment,  notwithstanding' 
arose  solely  from  his  own  Fault,  that  lie  deierm'tiie 
in  order  to  redress  it,  to  run  away  for  Good  and  a 
blinking  It  would  be  no  difiicult  Matter  for  him  fl 
Bnainlain  himself,  considering  that  I.lexterity  wi 
Bjrhich  he  played  at  Nine-pins,  Skildes.  &c..  hi 
texperience  quickly  convinced  him  of  the  Contra*] 
being;  so  much  reduced  in  one  Month  afOJ  W 
pfctaking  himself  to  this  Life,  by  those  MisforMM 
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hich  were  evident  enough,  though  his  Passion  for 
ibert\"  and  Idleness  hindered  him  from  foreseeing 
lem,  that  he  had  not  so  much  as  Bread  to  eat,  and 
I  this  distressed  Condition  was  glad  to  return  home 
jain  to  his  Friends,  imploring  their  Charity,  and 
lat  forgetting  what  was  passed,  they  would  be  so 
ind  as  to  relieve  him  and  put  him  in  some  Method 
►r  providing  for  himself.  Natural  Affection  pleading 
«•  him.  notwithstanding  all  his  Failings,  they  took 
m  home  again,  and  soon  after  put  him  as  a  Boy 
1  board  a  Com  X'essel.  which  traded  to  Holland 
id  France:  but  the  Swearing,  Quarrelling,  and 
ighting  of  the  Sailors  so  frightened  him,  being  then 
!r\"  young,  and  unable  to  cope  with  them,  that  on 
s  Return  he  again  implored  the  Tenderness  of  his 
elations  to  permit  his  staying  in  England  upon  any 
erms.  promising  to  live  in  the  most  sober  and 
gular  manner,  provided  he  might  get  his  Bread  by 
ird  Labour  at  home,  and  not  be  exposed  to  the 
Juries  of  Wind  and  Weather,  and  the  Abuses 
Seamen,  more  boisterous  than  both.  They  again 
mplied.  and  put  him  to  another  Trade,  but  Work 
seems  was  a  Thinir  nothinvr  could  reconcile  to  him. 
id  so  he  rim  awav  from  thence  too.  and  once  more 
It  himself  for  a  Liveliho^xl  upon  the  Contrivance  of 
s  own  Brain. 

He  went  immediately  to  his  old  Employment  and 
i  Haunt,  Moor  Fields,  where  as  loniras  he  had  anv 
oney  he  played  at  Cards.  Skittles.  &c.,  with  the 
liefs  of  those  villainous  Gan^rs  that  Haunt  that 
ace.  and  when  reduced  to  the  Want  both  of  Monev 
d  Clothes,  he  attempteii  to  pick  pockets,  or  played 
th  Lads  for  Farthin^rs  to  recniit  himself.  But 
Krket-picking  was  a  Trade  in  which  he  had  very  ill 
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Xuck  :  for  uking  a  Wig  out  of  a  Gentleman  

at  the  Drawing  of  the  State  Lottery,  the  Man  sufferol 
him  totally  to  take  it  out,  then  seizing  him,  cried  out, 
a  Pickpocket.  The  Boy  immediately  droppird  \\, 
and  giving  it  a  little  Kick  with  his  Fool  protested 
his  Innocence,  which  induced  a  good  naliired  PcnKjn 
there  present  to  stand  so  far  his  Friend,  that  he 
suffered  no  further  that  Bout.  But  a  Month  after, 
being  taken  in  the  same  Manner,  and  deHverc-d  over 
to  the  Mob,  they  handled  him  with  such  Cruelty  as 
scarce  to  leave  him  Life ;  though  he  often  ujxin  hs 
Knees  begged  diem  to  carry  him  before  a  Justice,  and 
let  him  be  committed  to  Newgate ;  but  the  Mob  were 
not  so  to  be  prevailed  on,  and  this  .Severity  (as  ' 
said)  cured  him  effeciually  of  that  Method  of  Thieva^ 

But  in  the  Course  of  his  Rambling  Life,  beccmii^ 
acquainted  with  two  young  Fellows,  whose  Namo 
were  Gurraway  and  Sly,  they  invited  him  to  go  wiHI 
them  upon  some  of  their  Expeditions  in   the  Night 
but  he  absolutely  refused  to  do  anything  of  th.it  Kinl 
for  a  long  time.      But  one  Evening   having  been 
unlucky  as  to  loose  not  only  all  his  Money,  but 
his  Clothes  off  his  Back,  he  went  then  in  search 
Sly   and   Garraway,  who  received    him  with  0| 
Arms,  and  immediately  carried  him  with  thcra.  in 
those    Exploits    by    which    diey   got    their   IJvii 
Garratuay  proposed  robbing  of  his  Brother  for  tiK 
first   Attempt,   which   succeeded   so  far  as  lu  ih 
getting  into  the  Mouse,  but  they  found  nothing  lh( 
but  a  little  Clothes  of  his  Brother  and  Sister,  whi 
they  took  away,  but  Garratvay  bid  them  not  to 
discouraged  at  the  Smallness  of  die    Booty,  for  I 
Fatlier's  House  was  as  well  furnished  as  mostMi 

id  dieir  next  AtUick  should  be  on   tiiat.     Tj 
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ey  agreed,  and  plundered  it  also,  taking  away  some 
[)Oons«  Tankards,  Salts,  and  several  other  Pieces  of 
late  of  considerable  Value;  but  a  quick  search 
ing  made,  they  were  all  three  apprehended,  and 
aniiner  being  the  Youngest,  was  admitted  an 
vidence  against  the  other  two,  who  were  convicted. 
Some  Weeks  after  Gardiner  got  his  Libert)-,  but 
mg  unwarned,  he  went  on  still  at  the  same  rate, 
he  first  Robber)'  he  committed  afterwards  was  in 
e  House  of  the  Father  of  one  of  his  Acquaintance 
I  AddU  Hill,  where  Gardiner  stole  softly  up  Stairs 
to  the  Garret,  and  stole  from  thence  some  Men's 
pparel  to  a  considerable  \'alue.     A  while  after  this 

*  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Richard  yoPics,  and 
ent  with  him  mounted  upon  a  strong  Horse  into 
'ales,  upon  what  in  the  canting  Dialect  is  called, 
e  Jkissing  Lay,  which  in  plain  English  \s\i\\\s  :  they 
it  Countr)'  Men  into  an  Ale-house,  under  Pretence 

talking  about  the  Sale  of  Catde ;  then  a  Pack  of 
ards  is  found  as  if  by  Accident  somewhere,  and  the 
;o  Sharpers  fall  to  playing  with  one  another,  until 
le  offering  to  lay  a  great  Wager  on  the  Game, 
aking  the  Money  down,  the  other  shews  his  Hand 
I  the  Countr)man,  and  convinces  him  that  it  is 
ipossible  but  he  must  win  ;  offering  to  let  him  go 
alves  in  the  Wager.  As  soon  as  the  Countr)*man 
\-s  down  the  Money,  these  Sharpers  manage  so  as 

•  pass  off  with  it,  which  is  the  meaning  of  their  Cant, 
id  this  Practice  he  was  ver)*  successful  in.  The 
ountr)'  People  in  U  'ales,  where  they  travelled,  had 
>t  had  Opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with  such 
ites,  as  those  who  live  in  the  Counties  near  London 
ive,  where  the  Countr\*  Fellows  are  often  as  adroit 

any  of  the  Sharpers  themselves. 
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It  happened  tbat  the  Person  with  whom  Stepkc 
travelled,  had  parted  with  his  Wife,  and  at  Bristi 
received  a  Gold  Watch  and  Chain,  laced  Clothes,  and 
several  other  thinj^s  of  Value.  This  immediately  put 
it  into  Gardiner's  head,  that  he  might  make  a  Fortune 
at  once,  by  murdering  him  and  possessing  himself  of 
his  Goods,  knowing  that  besides  these  valuable 
Things,  he  had  near  a  Hundred  Guineas  about  him. 
In  order  to  effect  this,  he  stole  a  large  Brass  Pestle, 
out  of  a  Mortar  at  the  next  Inn,  and  carried  it  un- 
fKirceived  in  his  Boots,  intending  as  he  and  his  Com- 
panion rode  through  the  Woods,  to  dash  his  Brains 
out  with  it  Twice  for  this  puqx)se  he  drew  it  out 
but  his  Heart  relenting  just  when  he  was  going  to 
give  the  Stroke,  he  put  it  up  again,  at  last  it  fell  out 
of  his  Boot,  and  he  had  much  ado  to  get  it  pulled  up 
unperceived  by  his  Companion,  The  next  Uay  it 
dropped  again,  and  Gardiner  was  so  much  afraid  of 
ypHcs's  perceiving   it,  and   himself  being  ihereuj 
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s  the  Window,  and  getting  in  thereat  found  two 
s  full  of  Clothes,  and  Writiui^  relatincr  to  an 
te.  He  took  only  one  Gown,  not  daring  to  load 
elf  with  Clothes,  for  fear  of  bein*^  discovered  on 
load,  being  then  coming  up  to  London.  A  ver)- 
:  Space  after  his  Return,  he  committed  that  Fact 
rhich  he  died,  which  was  by  breaking  open  the 
se  of  Dorcas  Roberts,  Widow,  and  stealing  thence 
2at  Quantity  of  Linen.  He  was  soon  after  ap- 
Midetl  in  Bed,  with  one  of  the  fine  Shirts  on  his 
,  and  the  rest  of  the  Linen  stowed  under  the 

When  carried  before  the  J  ustice,  he  said  one 
tin  brought  the  Linen  to  him,  and  gave  him  two 
ihirts  to  conceal  it  in  his  Brandy-shop :  but  this 
mce  being  thought  improbable  both  by  the 
istrate  who  committed  him,  and  by  the  Jurj*  who 

him.  he  was  convicted  for  that  Offence,  and 
\  an  old  Offender,  he  had  no  hopes  of  Mercy. 
t  applied  himseh*  therefore,  with  all  the  Earnest- 
he  was  able,  to  prepare  himself  sufticiendy  for 
Change  he  was  about  to  make.  He  said  that 
wccident  which   happened  about  a  Year  before. 

him  great  Apprehension,  and  for  some  time 
^nted  his  continuing  in  that  wicked  Course  of 

the  Accident  he  mentioned  was  this  ;  being 
1  up  for  some  trivial  thing  or  other,  and  carrietl 
.  SeptiUhres  Watch-house,  the  Constiible  was  so 
as  to  dismiss  him.  but  the  Bellman  of  the  Parish 
sningr  to  come  in  before  he  went  out,  the  Con- 
i  said,  young  Man,  be  carcfuL  I  am  much  afraid 
iellman  icill  say  his  I'erscs  over  von  ;  at  which 
iMcr  was  so  much  struck,  ho  could  scarcelv 
.  Slephcn  had  verv  jrreat  notions  of  mortifvinvr 
Jodv.   as  some  Atonement    for  the  Crimes  he 
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had  committed  ;  lie  therefore  fasted  sometimes  whi 
under  Sentence,  and  though  the  Weather  was 
cold,  yet  he  went  to  Execution  with  no  other  Covi 
on  him  hut  his  Shroud.  At  Tyburn  he  address 
himself  to  the  People,  and  begged  they  would  ( 
rtiUcct  upon  his  Parents,  who  knew  nothing  of  I 
Crimes,  Seeing  several  of  his  old  Companions 
the  Crowd,  he  called  out  to  them,  and  desired  tht 
to  take  NolHcc  of  his  Death,  and  by  amending  dii 
Lives  avoid  following  him  thither.  He  died  the  j 
of  February,  i  723-4. 


Tisf  Lives  of  Sami'KL  Ouden,  John  Pl'gh.  WiLUi 
I-'rost.  Richard  Woodman,  ««(/ William  Eljsi 
Highway-men,  Foot-pads,  House-breakers,  &c. 
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;t  Horror  and  Detestation  for  Murder  imagin- 
rotesting  he  was  no  way  guilty  of  that  committed 
'siau*  Caus€way\  At  the  time  of  his  Trial  at 
V>ir,  he  behaved  himself  verj-  insolently  and 
Dusly;  but  when  Sentence  had  been  passed 
liim,  most  of  that  unruly  Temper  was  lost,  and 
an  to  think  seriously  of  preparing  for  another 
He  confessed  that  his  Sins  were  many,  and 
(le  Judgment  against  him  was  just;  meekly 
ing  his  Death  as  the  due  Reward  of  his  Deeds. 
is  an  Example  of  Seriousness  and  Penitence  to 
ler  twelve  Malefactors  who  suffered  with  him, 
about  37  Years  of  Age  at  the  Time  of  his 

;/  Pugh,  otherwise  Blncskin,  was  born  at 
>///,  near  Ncwcastle-upoH'  Tyne.  H  is  Father  was 
ier  in  tolerable  Business  and  Circumstances, 
►ut  him  to  be  Servant  at  a  Silver  Spinners  in 
ulds,  where  he  soon  learnt  all  sorts  of  Wicked- 
beginning  with  defrauding  his  Master,  and 
any  other  little  Tricks  of  that  Kind,  as  Oppor- 
would  o^ive  him  leave  ;  and  we  are  told  of  him 
ran  be  hardly  said  of  any  other  Criminal,  who 
ied  in  the  same  way  for  many  Years  past,  that 
I  he  was  but  twenty-two  years  of  Age,  he  had 
twelve  of  them  in  Cheating,  Pilfering,  and 
ng.  At  last  he  fell  in  with  the  Gang  that 
It  him  to  his  Death,  for  a  Robber)*  committed 
era!  of  them  in  the  County  of  Surrey.  Pugh, 
1  so  vouncT  a  Fellow,  was  so  unaccountably  and 
ly  wicked,  that  though  he  made  a  large  and 
liar  Confession  of  his  Guilt,  yet  it  was  done  in 
Manner  as  plainly  shewed  his  Crimes  made 
t  impression  u|X)n  his  Heart ;  all  he  s;iid,  being 
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in  the  Language  of  the  Kingston  Ordinary 
Sleepj'  apprehensions  of  unwakened  Ignoranc 
which  Condition  he  continued  to  the  last. 

Wiltiam  Frost,  a  Cripple,  was  the  i>on  of  a 
ntaker  in  Christ-Church  Parish,  Sonlkwark ;  ai 
to  his  Education,  my  account  sa)^  it  was  in  herei 
Ignorance.  He  had  wrought  it  seems  while  a 
at  his  Father's  Trade  of /"/«  making,  but  sim 
was  1 3  or  1 4  he  addicted  himself  to  that  prepai 
Trade  to  the  Gallows.  Shoeblaeking.  While  h« 
tinued  in  this  most  honourable  Profession,  abuni 
of  Opportunities  offered  for  robbing  in  the  \ 
Season,  and  we  must  do  him  the  Justice  to  say 
they  were  not  offered  in  vain  ;  thus  by  Degrei 
came  on  to  robbing  on  the  Road,  and  in  the  St 
until  he  was  apprehended,  and  upon  the  Evidei 
his  Companion  was  convicted.  The  Sunday 
his  Conviction,  he  with  the  rest  of  the  Malefa 
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JihocKl  by  Thievinjj.  In  this  Course  he  six)n 
in  with  a  Gang  who  let  him  want  no  Instnictions 
were  necessar)-  to  bring  him  to  the  Gallows. 
>n^t  whom,  the  above  mentioned  Lame  Man 
his  principal  Tutor.  The  last  Robbery  but  on(! 
they  ever  committed  was  upon  a  poor  Man.  who 
laid  out  his  Money  in  the  purchase  of  a  Shoulder 
[utton  to  feast  his  Family  ;  but  they  disappointed 
bv  taken  it  awav,  and  with  it  a  bundle  of  Cloth(!S 

other  Necessaries,  by  which  the  unfortunattr 
Dn  who  lost  them,  though  their  Value  was  not 
h,  lost  all  he  had.  His  Behaviour  was  prett)* 
h  of  a  Piece  with  the  Rest  of  his  Companions, 
is,  he  was  like  them,  so  unaffected  either  with 
Shamefulness  of  the  Death,  or  the  danger  of 
•  Souls,  that  perhaps  never  any  Creatures  went 
)eath  in  a  more  odd  manner  than  these  did  ; 
se  Behaviour  cannot  for  all  that  be  charged  with 
Rudeness  or  want  of  Decency,  but  Religion  and 
entance  were  Things  so  wholly  New  to  them. 
so  unsuited  to  their  Comprehension,  that  th<!re 
led  a  much  greater  length  of  Time   than   th'!y 

to  have  given  them  any  true  Sense  of  their 
V,  to  which  it  cannot  be  said  that  thev  wtrre  so 
se,  as  they  were  ignorant  and  incapable. 
'illiam  Elis/m  was  another  of  these  Wretches, 
be  seemed  to  have  had  a  better  Kilucation  than 
t  of  them,  though  he  made  as  ill  a  Use  of  it  as 
Having  been  once  an  Evidence  at  Lroydeu 
izes,  where  he  convicted  two  of  his  Companions, 
Sight  of  their  Execution,  and  the  Consciousness 
aving  preser\ed  his  own  Life,  merely  by  taking 
rs,  did  not  in  the  least  contribute  to  his  Amend- 
t:  for  he  was  no  sooner  at  Liberty  but  he   was 
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en^r^ed  in  nt^w  Crimes,  until  at  last  with  tb 
Malefactors  before  mentioned,  and  with  eight  otbi 
he  was  executed  at  Kingston,  in  the  twentj'-fou 
Year  of  hts  Age,  April  4,  i  724. 

The  Life  of  liiOMkn  Burden,  a  Robber. 

ynOMAS  BURDEN  was  bom  in  Don 
\  shire,  of  Parents  in  tolerable  Circumstanc 
who  being  Persons  getting  their  Liveliho 
'  by  Seamen,  they  bred  up  their  Son  to  tl 
Profession,  and  sent  him  very  young  to  Sea.  Itd( 
not  appear  that  he  ever  liked  that  Employment,  1 
rather  that  he  was  hurried  into  it  by  the  Choice 
hlh  Parents  when  he  was  vcrj'  young,  and  ihcrcfi 
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lent,  and  not  finding  him  at  home,  but  a 
n-al    only,    whom   the  Officer  had  left  at  the 

to  give  Answers,  with  this  Corporal  he  sat, 
:ring  and  talking  until  Night,  so  that  being 
jd  to  stay  there  until  the  next  Morning,  a  Dis- 
t  some  how  or  other  happened  between  him 
le  Person  who  entertained  him,  about  IVilliafn 
:,  an  old  Man  who  lived  alone  upon  the  Common, 
hirden  having  been  drinking,  it  ^  came  into  his 
,  how  easily  he  might  rob  such  an  old  Man ; 
which  he  immediately  went  to  his  House,  and 
g  him  sitting  on  the  Bench  at  his  Door,  he 
I  to  talk  with  and  ask  him  Questions.  The  old 
answered  him  with  great  Mildness,  until  at  last 
C7i  drew  an  Iron  Instrument  out  of  his  Cane, 
ening  him  with  Death,  if  he  did  not  discover 
i  his  Money  was.  Zouck  thereupon  brought  it 
1  a'Pint  Pot,  being  but  one  and  thirty  Shillings, 
hen  tyeing  the  old  Man  in  his  Chair  left  him. 
:  seems  he  did  not  tie  him  so  fast  but  that  he 

got  loose,  and  alarming  the  Town,  Burden  was 
ly  taken,  having  fled  along  the  Common,  which 
pen  to  the  Eye  for  a  long  way,  instead  of  taking 
he  Town  or  the  Woods,  which,  if  he  had,  in  all 
bility  he  might  have  escaped.  When  W hitting- 
id  Greenbnry  apprehended  him,  he  did  not  deny 
act,  but  on  the  Contrary  offered  them  Money 
him  go.  After  his  Conviction  he  manifested 
Uneasiness  at  the  Thoughts  of  Death  ;  appear- 
onderfully  moved,  that  he  who  lived  so  long  in 
loxW  with  the  Reputation  of  an  honest  Man, 
\  now  die  with  that  of  a  Thief,  and  in  the 
er  of  a  Dog  ;  but  as  Death  drew  nearer,  and  he 
dere  was  no  Remedy,  he  began  to  be  a  little 
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more  Penitent  and  resigned,  especially  when  h 
comforting  himself  with  the  Hopes  that  his  ten- 
Punishment  here  might  preserve  him  from  fi 
everlasting  Misery.  VVitli  these  Thoughts  h 
somewhat  composed  himself,  he  approachet 
Place  where  he  was  to  suffer,  with  tolerable  Te 
and  Constancy,  entreating  the  People  who  were 
in  very  great  Numbers  to  pray  for  him,  and  be, 
that  all  by  his  Example  would  leam  to  stifie  th< 
Motions  to  Wickedness  and  Sin,  since  such  wa 
Depravity  of  human  Nature  that  no  Man  knew 
soon  he  might  fall.  Yet  at  the  same  Plac 
delivered  a  Paper  in  which  he  much  extenuate 
Crime  for  which  he  suffered,  and  from  whem 
would  fain  have  insinuated  that  it  was  a  rash  r' 
committed  when  in  Drink,  and  which  he  s 
certainly  have  set  right  again  when  he  was  ; 
In    this    Frame  of  Mind  he  suffered,  on  the 
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such  as  Anger  or  Lust ;  as  nothing  can  be  said 
Jleviation,  so  there  is  h'ttle  or  no  Room  left  for 
ij>assion, 
rcti^hik  SiJtmuii  w^as  bom  of  a  ver\-  honourable 

wealthy  Family  at  Brcslaic\  the  Capital  of  the 
hv  of  Si/rsui,  in  tlie  North- East  of  Gcrmanw 
y  educated  this  their  Son  not  only  in  such  a 
mer    as    might  qualify  him  for  the  Occupation 

designed  him  of  a  Merchant,  but  also  gave  him 
>st  learned  and  liberal  Knowledge,  such  as  suited 
rson  of  the  hiofhest  Rank.  He  lived  however  at 
hue  as  a  Merchant  for  many  Years,  and  at  the 
uest  of  his  Friends,  when  verj-  young  married  a 
K  of  considerable  Fortune  ;  but  u[x>n  some  Dis- 
at  her  Behaviour  they  parted,  and  had  not  lived 
ther  for  many  Years  before  his  Death.  He 
ed  on  a  ver\'  considerable  Correspondence  to 
ibur<:.  Amsterdam  and  other  Places,  and  about  a 
"  Ix^fore  had  been  over  in  EfiHaad  to  transact 
?  Affairs  ;  and  thought  it,  it  seems,  so  easy  a 
:er  to  live  here  bv  his  Wits,  that  he  returned 
T  with  the  Eiaron  l\ifdoiim  and  the  Countess 
^ostnif!.  It  is  ver\'  hard  to  sav  what  these 
►le  really  were,  some  People  taking  Sck99iM  for 
Baron's  Ser\-ant ;  but  he  himself  affirmed,  and 
?d  it  seems  most  likely,  that  they  were  Compan- 

and  that  both  of  them  exerted  their  utmost 

in  defrauding  others  to  maintain  her.  The 
lod  they  took  here  for  that  Purpose,  was  by 
!nc]r  Bank-notes,  which  thev  did  so  dexterouslv,  as 
utely  to  prevent  all  Suspicion.  They  succeeded 
avincT  awav  two  of  them,  but  the  Fraud  beine 
vered  by  the  Check  Elook  at  the  Bank,  SrAmidt 
apprehended  and  brought   to  a  Trial ;  there  it 


Soils,  nnd  5ioon  after  brought  it  down  agsun, 

W'nri]   Tv'fniY  beini;  taken  out   upon   which  d 

4P\»v.  i:  *;. '^'.^i.''^  ii  Plat':  of  v;iimnv:d  Wat^rr.  and  l! 

^innMrhi.M;.  .:  in-iwrcn  sL-vcral  Papers  with  a  I*ox  I: 

\\M   \\ /»:•.;>  ^  Mir  Hundred  were   written  in  it>  Pia 

ilvM"  hi  -.i\c-   it  to  the  Baron  and  the  Interf^retei 

,„.  ,ir:  ;;:^.:  t>ii\  Plate,  which  they  did.  to  the  Amo 

Pv    ^  ,f/.      li   appeared   also  by  the  same  Witnes 

it»n:    s  /w;.//  had  owned  to  the  Baron,  that  he  cc 

^v'Jf.    Tnrniy  Hcinds,  and  that  if  he  had  but  thre< 

u\o    Hiirtilrcil   Pounds,  he  could  swell  them  to  ! 

V^^»»^"^^'      't  ^^*^^  proved  also  by  his   own   C 

^'vHji.sA.  ih.ii  he  had  written  over  to  his  Corresfiond 

j|.    •'/i./jw//.    to  know  whether  liuc^lish   Bank-nr 

^\<K\  %iirn'nlly  there  or  not :  upon  which  he  was  fo; 

i^rfffiN    by  i^  Party  Jur\*,  that  sincfiilar  Favour  pen 

i^'vii  '"^^  l^^n-i^mers  by  the  equitable  Lenity  of  the  I 

yt  A  4^*/i//r/.     Yet  after  this  he  could  hardly  be  \ 

v#kJ^^)  that  his  Life  was  in  any  Danj^^er:  nay.  w 
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n  of  Quality,  and  such  like,  still  holding  fast  his 
Opinion,  that  his  Life  was  not  in  the  least  in 
[iger ;  and  when  a  Lutheran  Minister  was  so 
i  as  to  visit  him,  he  would  hardly  condescend  to 
le  down  to  speak  widi  him.  But  when  he  had 
:ived  a  Letter  from  him  who  had  all  along  buoyed 
up  with  hopes  of  Safety,  in  which  he  informed 
that  all  those  Hopes  were  in  vain,  he  then 
an  to  apply  himself  with  a  real  Concern  to  the 
'iuran  Minister,  whom  he  had  before  almost  re- 
ed :  but  he  did  not  appear  terrified  or  much 
ghted  thereat.  However,  quickly  after  he  fell 
a  Fit  of  Sickness,  and  became  so  verj'  weak  as 
to  be  able  to  stand  :  he  confessed  however,  to  the 
ign  Divine  who  attended  him.  that  he  was  really 
tj'  of  that  Crime  for  which  he  was  to  die,  though 
id  not  appear  that  he  conceived  it  to  be  CapUai 
he  lime  he  did  it,  nor  indeed  was  he  easily  con- 
:«d  it  was  so,  until  within  a  few  Daj-s  of  his 
^ution. 

L  Report  prevailed  about  the  Town,  that  he  had 
e  something  of  the  like  Nature  at  Paris,  for  which 
had  to  fly.  but  that  he  denied,  and  seemed  to 
k  the  Storj-  derived  its  Birth  from  the  Baron,  who 
said  was  an  Apothecar)-'s  Son.  and  from  his 
luaintance  with  his  Fathers  Trade,  knew  the 
ret  of  expunging  Waters :  he  added,  that  his 
s  of  Innocence  were  verj'  unjust,  he  having  been 
ij"  of  Abundance  of  such  Tricks,  and  the  Countess 
lany  more  than  he.  Thus,  as  is  ver>-  common  in 
1  Cases,  these  unhappy  People  blackened  one 
ther ;  but  indeed  the  Baron  and  the  Countess  had 
Advantage,  since  by  their  Testimony  poor 
midt  was  dispatched  out  of  the  Way :  and  it  is 
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uirt  by  hj 


probable   their  Credit  at  the  Time  of  his  E» 
was  not  in  any  great   Danger  of  being  hurt  t 
Character  of  them. 

When  he  came  to  Tyburn,  being  attended  in  thi 
l^art  by  the  Liil/ieratt   Minister,   whom    I    have  « 
often   mentioned,  he  was  forced  to  be  held  up.  br:id| 
Iso  weak  as  not  to  be  able  to  stand  alone.      He  joJnej 
^with   the   Prayers  at  first,  but  could  not  carry  on  fi 
TAttention  to  the  End  ;  looking  about  him,  and  sta 
'at  the  other  Prisoners  with  a  Curiosity  that  perh: 
was  never  before  observed  in  any  other  Prisoner^ 
his  Condition  whatsoever,  neither  his  Looks  nor  I 
Behaviour  seeming  to  express  so  much  Terrord 
l^as  struck  into  others  by  the  Sight  of  his  CnnditB 
t'So  after  recommending  it  to  the  Minister  by  Let 
inform   his  aged    Mother  in   Gfrmany  oihh)i 
Jliappy  Fate,  he  requested  the  Executioner  to  put  hi 
Death  as  easily  as  he  could.      He  then  submiti 
his   Fate,  on  the  4th  oi  April.  1734,  being 
porty-fifth  Year  of  his  Age. 


The  Life  of  Pf.tf.r  Curtw,  a  Housebreaker,  &t 

^E  TER  CUR  TJS,  alias  FrUnd,  was  barn 
I  honest  but  indigent  Parents  in  theCooUl 
at    a    verj-    great    Distance    from  Leidk 
'  They    finding   a    Method    to  get  him 
LApprentice    to   a  .Ship-Carpenier.  were  very  it 
pleased  therewith,  hoping  that  they  had  setlM 
I  Trade  in  which   he  might  hve  well,  and  ni 
lyond  any  thing  they  rould  have  expectin]  to  fc 
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for  him.  But  Peter  himself  ^^-as  of  a  ver\' 
ifibnent  Opinion,  who  from  the  Hour  he  came 
>  it  greatly  disliked  his  Profession,  and  thoujjh 
e  went  to  Sea  with  his  Master  once  or  t^ice, 
W  he  failed  not  to  take  hold  of  the  first  Opportunity 
i  set  himself  at  Libert)^  by  runninij^  away  from  him. 
le  from  that  time  devoted  himself  to  live  a  Life  of 
Measure,  having  contracted  an  obstinate  Aversion  to 
hfiiness.  and  to  ever)*  thing  which  looked  like 
.abour.  though  as  he  acknowledged  the  Hand  of 
^evidence  hindered  him  from  accomplishing  his 
^'ish.  making  this  Life  that  he  choose  a  greater 
hxrthen  and  Hardship  to  him  than  that  which  he 
ad  relinquished. 

He  found  Means  to  get  into  Gentlemen's  Ser\'ices. 
od  lived  in  them  with  tolerable  Reputation  and 
'redit  for  the  space  of  several  Years.  At  last  he 
solved  to  go  to  Sea  again,  but  had  so  unconquerable 
Q  Aversion  to  his  own  Trade,  that  he  chose  rather 
oing  in  the  Capacity  of  a  Trumpeter,  having  learnt 
ow  to  play  on  that  Instrument,  at  one  of  his  Ser\ices. 
le  sailed  on  board  the  Salisbury  in  the  Expedition 
ir  George  Byug  made  at  the  Straights  of  Messiua. 
rhen  he  attacked  and  destroyed  the  Spanish  Fleet, 
"here  Peter  had  the  good  Luck  to  escape  without 
nv  Hurt,  thouo^h  there  were  manv  killed  and 
TMinded.  He  afterwards  ser\*ed  in  a  Ret^iment  of 
>ragoons,  where  by  prudent  Manai^enient  he  s;ived 
0  less  than  fourscore  Pounds :  with  this  he  ccrtainl\- 
id  it  in  his  Power  to  have  put  himself  in  some  Way 
'doinor  well,  but  he  omitte^l  it.  and  Uillin^  into  the 
ompany  of  a  lewd  Woman,  she  persuaded  him  to 
ke  Lodi^in^  with  her.  and  thev  lived  tovreihcr  for 
tfnc  space  as  Man  and  Wife.      Uuriivj;  this  iiiiu\  l\c 
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made  a  Shift  to  be  bound  for  one  of  his  Compani 
for  a  very  considerable  Sum,  which  the  other  had  the 
honesty  to  leave  him    to  pay.     The   Creditor  who| 
upon   Information   that   Curtis  was  packing   up  bis] 
Awls  to  go  to  Sea,  resolved  to  secure   liim   for  htsj 
Debt,  but  not  being  able  to  catch  him  uiK)n  a  WrilJ 
pretended  a  felonious  charge  against  him,  and  hav^ 
ing    thereupon    got    him    committed    to  a   PouUfA 
Compter,  as  soon  as  the  Justice  had  discharged  hinu 
he  got  him  taken  for  Debt,  and  recommitted  ta  ch( 
same  Place,      Here  he  was  soon  reduced  to  a  nielan 
choly  Condition,  having  neither  necessaries  of  Lift 
nor    any    Prospect   of  a    Release.      The   wretdlB 
Company  with  which  such    Prisons  are  always  fin 
corrupted  him  as  to  his   Monesty,  and    taught  hlR 
first  to  think  of  making  himself  rich  by  taking  aw^ 
the  Property  of  others.      When  he  came  out  of  PriMM 
upon  an  Agreement  with  his  Creditor,  he  soon  sfH 
got  into  Service  with    Mr.  Flucllen  Asplcy,  a  v 
eminent  China-man,  by  Stocks  Markft.     When 
was  there,  the  ill  Woman  whom  he  still  coniiy; 
with,  was   continually  dunning  his  Ears  with  b 
easy  it  was  for  him  to  make  himself  and  her  ridi  J 
easy,  by  pilfering  from  his  Master,  telling  him  t 
she  and  her  Friends  in  the  Country  could  help  ( 
off  with  a  Thousand  Pounds  worth  of  China  if  ni 
were,  she  baiting  him  continually  not  to  loose  a 
an  Opportunity  of  enriching  them;    but  the  Fell 
himself  was    averse  to  such  Practices,  and  noi 
sbut  her  continual  Teasing  could  have  indui 
iver  to  entertain  a  Design  of  so  base  a  Natt 
ist  he  condescended  so  far  as  to  enquire 
&ight  be  done  with  safet}-,     I'or  thai,  rcf" 
"}ff?x\\,\'C\,  trial  ta  my  Matta^ement ;  I'll  put y 
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Way  io  carry  off  the  most  valuable  T/iings  in  the 
^omse.  and  yet  get  a  good  Character,  be  trusted,  and 
mJued  by  the  Family  for  having  robbed  them.  At 
liat  Curtis  stared,  and  said.  If  she  would  put  hifn  in 
^mek  a  Road  he  did  not  hnow  but  he  pnight  comply  with 
ier  Refuest.  She  thereupon  opened  the  Scheme  to 
lim  thus  :  Heres  my  Son,  you  shall  lift  him  into  the 
Hamse,  and  after  you  have  gizrn  him  Plate  and  what 
Mw  thinh  proper,  and  my  Boy,  who  is  a  z^ery  dexterous 
Lad,  is  got  offtoith  them,  you  hai\c  nothing  to  do  but 
^ put  an  end  of  Candle  under  the  Indian  Cabinet  in 
^Jie  Counting-house,  and  leave  things  to  thefusclz'es ; 
^Me  Xeighbourhood  will  soon  be  alarmed  by  the  Fire, 
rmd  if  you  are  apparently  honest  in  what  you  take 
rtc«rr  publicly,  there  zcill  be  no  suspicion  upon  you  for 
L*kat  wefit  before,  zchich  zcill  br  either  thought  to  be 
fest roved  in  the  Fire,  or  to  be  taken  azcav  bv  some 
^iJker  J/eans.  This  appeared  so  shockinjj  a  Project 
o  Curtis,  that  he  absolutely  refused  to  comply  with 
he  Burning,  though  with  much  ado  he  was  brought 
o  steal  a  large  quantity  of  Plate,  which  he  brought 
o  this  Woman,  and  she  in  attempting  to  sell  it,  was 
stopped  and  the  Robber}'  discovered.  However, 
here  being  no  Evidence  at  first  against  Curtis,  he 
ras  released  from  his  Confinement  on  Suspicion,  even 
>y  the  Intercession  of  Mr.  --/.y^/rv  himself,  butalitde 
rime  discovering  the  Mistake,  and  that  he  was  really 
he  Principal  in  the  Robber}*,  he  was  thereupon  again 
ipprehended,  and  at  the  next  Sessions  tried  and 
xmxncted. 

While  he  lay  under  Sentence  of  Death,  he  behaved 
limself  as  if  he  had  totally  resigned  all  Thoughts  of 
he  World,  or  of  continuing  in  it,  praying  with  great 
-^erxencv  and  Devotion,  makinir  full  and  larvrt^  Cow- 
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fessions,  and  doing  every  Act  which  might  indi 
to  believe  tliat  he  was  a  real  Penitent,  and  sinccrct; 
sorry  and  affected  for  the  Crime  he  had  coinmitti 
But  It  seems  tins  was  all  put  on,  Tor  the  true  soui 
of  his  Easiness  and  Resignation,  was  the  Assura 

he  had  in  himself  of  escaping  Death,  either  by  Pari 

or  by  an  Escape,  for  which  Purpose,    he  and  Uicad 
who  were  under  Sentence  with  him,  had  provided  wL 
Necessaries,  and  loosened  their  Irons,  and  intended 
to  have  effected  it  at  the  Expense  of  the    Lives  dj 
their  Keepers.      But  their  Design  beinj^  discoven 
the  Saturday  before  their  Deaths,  and  Curtis  penjl 
\\\<g  that  his  hopes  of  Pardon   were  as  ill  fouiH 
began  to  apply  himself  to  Repenting  in  earnest; 
as  there  was  very  little  Time  left  for  so  great  a  W< 
especially  considering  that  nothing  but  the  N'eccis 
of  the  Thing  inclined  htm  thereto,  and   that  he  bl 
spent  that  Respite  allowed  Iiim  by  the  Clemency 
the  Law  to  prepare   for   Death,    in  coniriviog  te : 
from  Justice  at  the  Expense  of  the  Blood  of  otbQ 
How  he  pcrfonned  this  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  kiK 
and  must  be  left  to  be  decided  by  die  great  judgf! 
whom  the  Secrets  of  all  Hearts  are  open.     Howir 
at  his  Death  he  appeared  tolerably  com[xtted  i 
cheerful,  and  turning  to  the  People,  said.jutf  uti 
who  contrived  to  burn  t/i£  House  and  the  People  n 
escaped,  but  I  ivlio  never  eonsenttd  to  any  sueh  Ih 
die  as  yon  see.     Some  Discourse   there  was  (tf 
having  buried  a  Portmanteau,  and  Fourteen  Hund 
Pounds  ;  he  was  spoken  tu  about  Jt,  and  did  nitl  (I' 
had  it ;  he  said,  he  had  it  upon  Ftttehlcy  C\'»m 
id  that  by  the  Arms,  which  was  the  spread  E,ig 
:  took  to  be  an  Ambassador's.     As  to  tlje  Diafi 
King  he  had  been  seen  lo  wear,  W  did  nut  aflidj 
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iune  very  honestly  by  it,  but  would  not  give  any 
irect  Answer  concerning  it,  and  seemed  uneasy  that 
!^  should  have  such  Questions  put  to  him  at  the  very 
V>int  of  Death.  He  suffered  the  1 5th  of  Jiiney  1 724, 
lx>ut  thirty  Years  of  Age. 


Tite  Life  of  Lumley  Davis,  a  Highwayfnan. 

lUCH  is  the  frailty  of  human  Nature,  that 
neidier  the  best  Examples,  nor  the  most 
liberal  Education,  can  warrant  an  honest 
Life,  or  secure  to  the  most  careful  Parents, 
le  certainty  of  their  Children  not  becoming  a  Disgrace 
>  them,  either  in  their  Lives  or  by  their  Deaths, 
'his  Malefactor,  of  whom  the  Course  of  our  Memoirs 
ow  obliges  us  to  make  mention,  was  the  Son  of  a 
Ian  of  the  same  Name,  viz:  Lumley  Davis,  who 
ras  it  seems  in  Circumstances  good  enough  to  procure 
is  Son  being  brought  up  in  one  of  the  best  Schools 

I  Englafid,  where  his  Proficiency  procured  him  an 
Election  upon  the  Establishment,  and  he  became 
sspected  as  a  Person  whose  Parts  would  do  honour 
ven  to  that  remarkable  Seminary  of  Learning  where 
e  had  been  bred ;  but  unaccountably  growing  fond 

II  on  a  sudden  of  going  to  some  Trade  or  Employ- 
lent,  and  absolutely  refusing  to  continue  any  longer 
t  his  Studies,  his  Friends  were  obliged  to  comply 
'ith  the  Ardency  of  his  Request,  and  accordingly 
ut  him  Apprentice  to  an  eminent  /  Intncr  at  tlic 
W-  Tun-Tavern  in  the  Strand.  He  continued  there 
ut  a  little  while,  before  he  was  as  much  dissatisfied 
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with  that  as  he  had  been  with  Learning;  so 
leaving  his  Master,  and  leading  an  unsettled  Kii 
Life,  he  fell  into  great  Debts,  which,  being  unab 
satisfy  when  demanded,  he  was  arrested  and  thi 
into  the  Alarshalsea.  Here  for  some  time  he 
tinued  in  a  very  deplorable  Condition,  till  by 
Charitable  assistance  of  a  Friend,  his  Debt  was  1 
and  the  Fees  of  the  Prison  discharged.  After 
he  went  into  the  Mint,  where  drinking  accident! 
one  of  the  Tap-houses  in  that  infamous  Place, 
being  very  much  out  of  Humour  with  the 
and  profligate  Company  he  was  obliged  to  con' 
with  there,  he  took  notice  of  a  very  gentee! 
who  sat  at  the  table  by  himself  He  enquire 
some  of  the  Persons  with  whom  he  was  Drir 
who  that  Man  was  ?  They  answered,  that  theyi 
not  tell  tlMJniselves ;  he  was  lately  come  eve 
Shelter  amongst  them,  he  was  a  Gentleman,  as  1 
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1  to  apply  for  Relief  to  that  Friend  who  had  dis- 
irged  him  out  of  the  Marshalsea.  He  was  so 
)d  as  to  get  him  in  St  Thomxss  Hospital,  and  to 
>ply  him  while  there  with  whatever  was  necessary 
his  support  When  he  was  so  far  recovered  as  to 
able  to  go  abroad,  this  kind  and  good  Friend 
^vided  for  him  a  Country  habitation,  where  he 
fht  be  able  to  live  in  Privacy  and  Comfort,  and 
ulge  himself  in  those  Inclinations,  which  he  began 
in  to  shew  towards  Learning.  Some  short  time 
iT  he  had  been  there,  not  being  able  to  support 
ger  that  quiet  kind  of  Life  which  before  he  did  so 
nestly  desire,  notwithstanding  the  entreaties  of  his 
ends,  he  came  up  to  London  again,  where  falling 
)  idle  Company,  he  became  addicted  to  those 
:es  of  Drinking  and  following  ill  Women,  things 
;ch  before  he  had  both  detested  and  avoided, 
t  long  after  this,  he  again  found  out  Mr.  Hartnan, 

renewed  his  Acquaintance  with  him.  He 
uired  into  his  past  Adventures,  and  how  he  had 
ported  himself  since  they  last  had  been  together, 

perceiving  that  they  were  far  from  being  on  the 
iding  Hand  with  him,  the  fatal  Proposal  was  at 

made  of  going  upon  the  Road,  and  there  robbing 
\i  Persons  as  might  seem  best  able  to  spare  it,  and 
he  same  time  furnish  them  with  the  largest  Booty. 

2  first  Person  they  attacked  was  one  yohn  NicliolSy 
J.,  from  whom  they  took  a  Guinea  and  seventeen 
Uings,  with  which  they  determined  to  make  them- 
'es  easy  a  little,  and  not  go  that  Week  again  upon 
1  hazardous  Exploits.  But  alas  !  their  Resolu- 
iS  had  little  Success,  for  that  ver\'  Evenincy  thev 
e  both  apprehended,  and  on  full  Evidence  at  the 
t  Sessions  were  convicted  and  received  Sc\\Vv::\\<^v^ 
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of  Death,  within  a  very  short  Time  after  they  W 
committed  tlie  Crime. 

He  all  along  flattered  himself  with  the  hopes  ofl 
Pardon  or  a  Reprieve,  and  therefore  was  not  periiap 
so  serious  as  he  ought  to  have  been,  and  as  he  wraJi 
otherwise  have  been,  not  that  those  hopes  made  hif 
either  Licentious  or  Turbulent,  but  rather  disturhjj 
his  Meditations,  and  hindered  his  getting  over  ll 
Terrors  which  Death  always  brings  to  the  unprepard 
But  when  on  his  Name  being  in  the  Death  Wairad 
he  found  there  was  no  longer  any  Hope,  he  tha 
indeed  applied  himself  without  losing  a  Moment  Q 
tlie  great  concern  of  saving  his  Soul,  now  there  wa 
no  hope  of  preserving  his  Body,  However,  neilhe 
his  Education  nor  all  the  Assistance  he  could  receiv 
from  those  Divines  that  visited  him,  could  bring  hin 
to  bear  the  Approach  of  Death  with  any  tolerabi 
Patience.      Even  at  the  Place  of  Execution  he  en 


James  Harm  an.  a  Highivayman.         237 


Life  of  James  Harman,  a  Highwayman. 

AMES  HARMAN  was  the  Son  of  a 
Merchant  in  the  City  of  London,  who  took 
Care  to  furnish  this  his  Son  with  such  an 
Education  as  enabled  him  when  about 
en  Years  of  Age,  to  be  removed  to  the 
rsitw  His  Behaviour  there,  was  like  that  of 
any  others,  spent  in  Divertisements  instead  of 
,  and  in  a  progression  of  \'ice,  instead  of  im- 
or  in  Learninqr.  After  havino^been  tliere  about 
Years,  and  havinqr  run  into  such  Debts  as  he 
3  probability  of  Discharging,  he  was  forced  to 
it  abniptly  :  and  his  Father,  much  grieved  at 
ehaviour,  bought  him  an  Ensign's  Commission 
Army,  where  he  continued  in  jfoncss  Regiment 
vas  disbanded.  Then  indeed  being  forced  to 
^  he  could,  and  the  Assistance  of  Friends 
1  large,  yet  no  ways  suited  to  his  Expences,  he 
e  so  plunged  in  Debt  and  other  Misfortunes, 
s  was  in  necessity  of  going  over  to  the  Mint, 
reflecting  on  his  own  Follies,  he  became  verj^ 
ed  and  melancholy,  and  would  probably  have 
iltered  his  Course  of  Life,  if  Opportunit)'  had 
1,  or  if  he  had  not  fallen  into  that  Company, 
by  a  Similarity  of  Manners,  induced  him  to 
o  the  Commission  of  such  Crimes  as  would  not 
>lv  otherwise  have  entered  his  Head.  The 
rhich  he  and  the  before  mentioned  Lhwis  com- 
.   was  their  first  and  last  Attempt ;  but  Mr. 
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Hartttan,  all  the  Time  he  lay  under  Sentence  wi 
suffering  himself  to  be  amused  by  Expectatk) 
Success  from  those  Endeavours,  which  he  knc 
Friends  used  to  save  his  Life,  accustomed  hi 
to  the  thoughts  of  Death,  performing  all  the  E 
requisite  from  a  Person  in  his  Condition,  for  at 
the  Evils  of  a  misspent  Life,  and  making  his  I 
with  that  Being,  from  whom  he  had  received  so 
a  Capacity  of  doing  well,  and  which  he  had  so 
abused. 

Having  spent  the  whole  time  of  his  Confi™ 
after  this  Manner,  he  did  not  appear  in  any  d 
Shocked  or  Confounded,  when  his  Name  beit 
the  Death  Warrant,  left  him  no  room  to  doi 
what  must  be  his  Fate.  At  the  Place  of  Exec 
he  appeared  not  only  easy  and  serene,  but  wi 
Air  of  Satisfaction  that  could  arise  only  frot 
Peace  he  enjoyed  within.     Being  asked  if  hi 

vthine  to  say  to  the  People,  he  rose  up.  and  ti 
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}€  Life  of  John  Lewis,  alias  Laurence,  a  Private 

Thief  Highwayntan^  &c. 

[NE  great  Cause  of  that  Degeneracy  we 
obser\^e  amongst  the  lower  Part  of  the 
human  Species,  arises  from  a  M  istake  w^hich 
has  generally  prevailed  in  the  Education  of 
ung  People  throughout  all  Ages,  Parents  are 
nedmes  assiduous  that  their  Children  should  read 
H  and  write  a  good  Hand,  but  they,  are  seldom 
icitous  about  dieir  making  a  due  Use  of  their 
ason,  and  hardly  ever  enquire  into  the  Opinions 
lich  while  Children  they  entertain  of  Happiness  or 
ser>' ;  and  the  Paths  which  lead  to  either  of  them, 
!  true  and  natural  intent  of  all  Education  whatso- 
a-,  which  can  never  tend  to  anything  but  teaching 
rsons  how  to  live  easily,  and  seducing  their  Affec- 
[is  to  the  Bounds  prescribed  them,  by  the  Law  of 
i/and  their  Countr}\ 

yokn  Lewis  alias  Laurence,  had  Parents  who  bred 
n  an  Apprentice  to  a  Butcher.  He  took  up  his 
eedom  in  the  Cit)',  and  worked  for  a  considerable 
ace  as  a  Journeyman.  For  his  Honest)'  we  have 
Vouchers  for  any  part  of  that  Time  ;  for  in  his 
►prenticeship  he  fell  into  the  Use  of  profligate 
mpany,  who  taught  him  all  those  Vices  which  were 
>tructive  to  his  future  Life ;  he  grew  fond  of  ever)- 
ng  which  looked  like  Lewdness  and  Debaucher)-, 
ink  hard,  was  continually  idling  about,  but  above 
with    Stnimpets  the  most  abandoned,  both   in 
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their  Manners  and  Discourse;  these  were  the  ultnn 
End  of  his  Wishes,  inasmuch  as  he  would  often  s 
he  had  nothing  to  answer  for  in  dehaucking  nut 
IVomen,  for  tltcy  were  a  set  of  Creatures  he  ca 
never  so  much  as  endure  to  converse  with. 

His  usual  method  of  living  with  his  Mistresses  i 
thus  :  as  soon  as  the  Impudence  and  Lewdness  d 
Woman  had  made  her  infamous,  even  amongst  1 
Hackney  Coachmen,  Pick-pockets,  Foot-pads,  a 
such  others  of  his  polite  Acquaintance,  then  Lti 
thought  her  a  fit  Person  for  his  Turn,  and  used 
Hve  with  them,  for  the  Space  perhaps  of  a  Monl 
then  growing  tired  of  them,  he  went  to  look 
another.  This  Practice  of  his  greiv  at  last  so  « 
known,  that  he  found  it  a  little  difficult  to  get  Won 
who  would  take  up  with  him  upon  his  Terms :  i 
there  was  one  Moll  Davis  who  for  her  Dexterit)' 
pickin;;;  of  Pockets  amongst  those  of  her  own  1  ri 
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capable  of  wearinor,  and  made  use  of  as  many 
i  Expressions,  as  he  could  remember  out  of  the 
zdemy  of  Compliments,  until  the  Day  came  that 
:  was  to  meet  her  Uncle  at  Smiihjield  Market. 
«y  went  then  ver)'  lovingly  together  to  an  Inn 
>n  the  paved  Stones,  where  Moll  asked  ver)' 
kdily  at  the  Bar  if  Mr.  Tompkins,  which  was  the 
une  of  her  U  ncle,  was  there.  The  Woman  of  the 
juse  made  her  a  low  Courtesy,  and  said,  he  was 
fr  stepped  iKrr  the  Way  to  fie  shaz'eil,  and  she  would 
I  him ;  she  went  accordingly,  and  brought  the 
ive  old  Man.  who  as  soon  as  he  came  into  the 
K>m,  said,  well  Mar}\  is  this  thy  Hnsdand  f  J  ^es  Sir, 
swered  she,  this  is  the  Person  I  promised  to  dring^ 
t :  upon  which  the  old  Man  thrust  out  his  Hand, 
1  said,  eome  Friend,  as  yon  hazr  married  my  iVieee, 
i  ami  I  must  be  better  aeqnainted.  Lezcis  scrapeil 
n  as  good  a  Bow  as  he  could,  and  gi\nnghis  Hand 
Return,  the  old  Fellow  laid  hold  on  him  somewhat 
>ve  the  Wrist,  stamped  with  his  Right- Foot,  and 
m  dosinor  with  him  ijot  him  down  ;  in  the  mean 
fle  half  a  Dozen  Fellows  broke  into  the  Room, 
1  one  of  them  seizing  him  by  the  Arms,  another 
lied  out  a  small  Twine,  and  bound  him,  then 
nnnsr  him  down  Stairs,  thev  had  no  sooner  ^nit  into 
^ithtield,  than  the  Mob  crietl  out,  heres  the  Roi^u\ 
'es  the  Do^.  that  held  a  Penknife  to  the  old  Grazier  s 
raat^  while  a  ll^oman  and  another  Man  robbed  him. 
seems  the  Storj*  was  true  of  Moll,  who  by  thus 
:ing  and  then  swearing  it  upon  Lezois,  who  had 
rer  so  much  as  heaal  of  it,  escaped  with  Impunity. 
1  besides  that  wt  five  Guineas  for  her  Pains  from 
rold  Man's  Brother,  who  upon  this  Occasion  played 
:  Part  of  her  Uncle.     If  the  Grazier  had  been  a 
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warm  rash  Man,  f,r.i.'is  had  certainly  hanged  for 
I- act,  but  he  looking  hard  upon  him  at  his  Trial  i 
the  Courtj  he  was  sure  that  was  not  the  Man : 
thou^ili  his  lives  were  not  verj-  good,  he  could  ea 
distin;,niish  his  Voice ;  and  added,  that  the  Man  i 
ri>I>lK:ii  him  was  taller  than  himself,  whereas  Li 
was  much  shorter  ;  by  which  means  he  had  the  p 
Luck  to  come  off,  though  not  without  lying  i 
Sissiinis  in  XcTiX^tfe-  As  soon  as  he  came  al>r^ 
he  threatened  Afoll  Davis  hard  for  what  she  : 
done,  and  swore  as  soon  as  he  could  find  her  to 
her  I'lars  oft';  but  she  made  light  of  that,  and  da 
him  to  come  and  look  for  her  at  the  Brandy  S 
where  she  frequented.  Lewis  hearing  that  resol 
to  go  thither  and  beat  her,  and  knowing  the  u: 
time  of  her  coming  thither  to  be  about  Ele 
o'Clcjck  at  Night,  he  chose  that  time  to  come  s 
Hut  Moll,  the   Day  before,  had   made  one  cf 
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fco  followed  the  same  Trade  with  herself,  to  way- 
ly  him  at  the  firatidy  Slwp  in  Fleets t reel ;  there 
msan  \\^as  ver)*  sweet  upon  him,  and  being  as  impu- 
ient  as  her  Sister,  Lewis  resolved  to  take  up  with 
icr,  at  least  for  a  Night ;  but  she  pretended  Reasons 
thy  he  could  not  go  home  with  her,  and  he  com- 
ilaining  that  he  did  not  know  where  to  get  a  Lodging. 
be  gave  him  half  a  Crown  and  a  large  Silver  Medal, 
vfaich  she  said  would  pawn  for  five  Shillings,  and 
tfipointed  to  meet  him  the  next  Night  at  the  same 
Place.  Lewis  in  the  Morning  goes  to  a  Pawpi-Broker 
It  Houmisditeh  with  the  Silver  Piece :  the  Broker 
said,  he  would  take  it  into  the  next  Room  atidxveigh  it, 
ind  in  about  ten  Minutes  returned  with  a  Constable 
md  two  Assistants,  the  Medal  having  been  advertised 
n  the  Papers  as  taken  with  Eleven  Guineas  in  a 
!ireen  Purse  out  of  a  Gentleman's  Pocket,  and  was 
he  ver\'  Robber)'  for  which  ^^oll  Davis  kept  out  of 
he  Wav.  When  he  ox>t  over  this,  he  went  down 
nto  the  Countrw  and  havincj  been  so  often  in  Prison 
ar  nought,  he  resolved  to  merit  it  now  for  something ; 
o  on  the  Grazrsend  Road  he  went  upon  the  High- 
ray;  and  having  been  as  I  told  you  bred  up  a 
"iitteher,  the  Weapon  he  made  use  of  to  rob  with  was 
is  Knife:  and  the  first  Robber)'  he  attempted  was 
pen  an  old  Ofiflcer,  who  was  retired  into  that  Part 
f  the  Countr)*  to  live  quiet.  Lezcis  bolted  out  upon 
im  from  behind  the  Comer  of  a  Hedge,  and  clap- 
ing  a  sharp  pointed  Knife  to  his  Breast,  and  with  a 
'olley  of  Oaths  commanded  him  to  deliver.  This 
ras  new  Language  to  the  Gentleman  to  whom  it  was 
flfered :  yet  seeing  how  great  an  Advantage  the 
Ulain  had  of  him,  he  thought  it  the  most  pnident 
lethod  to  comply,  and  gave  him  therefore  a  few 


244  T^^  Life  of 

Shillings  which  were  in  his  Coat- Pocket  LeL 
highly  resented  this,  and  told  him  he  did  not  i 
like  a  Gentleman,  that  he  would  search  him  1: 
in  order  to  which,  clapping  his  Kntt'e  into  his 
as  he  used  to  do  when  preparing  a  Sheep 
ShamhUi.  he  fell  to  ransacking  the  Gent 
Pockets.  He  had  hardly  got  his  Hand  intc 
them,  but  the  Gentleman  snatched  the  Knifi 
his  Mouth,  and  in  the  Wrench  had  almost  br 
Jaw.  Lfu.-h  hereupon  took  to  his  Heels.  1 
Countrj-  being  raiied  upon  him  he  was  appre: 
jttst  as  he  was  going  to  take  Water  at  Graveia 
his  Pride  in  refusing  the  Gentleman's  Silver,  ha 
verj'  lucky  for  him  here  :  for  on  his  Trial  at  t 
Assizes,  the  Indictment  being  laid  for  a  Robb 
Jur\-  acquitted  him.  and  he  was  once  more  pu 
Road  of  doing  well,  which  according  to  hi 
Method  he  m^e  to  lead  towards  the  Gallow; 
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f  would  be  but  quiet  To  this  they  agreed,  and 
f  kept  their  Word  so  well  that  the  Captain  pen- 
ned his  Promise,  and  released  them  at  their 
rival  in  South-Carolina  ;  upon  which  they  made 
long  Stay  there,  but  found  a  Method  to  come 
k  in  the  same  Ship ;  and  upon  Arrival  in  England 
y  were  actually  ^Iarried.  But  they  did  not  live 
g  together.  Lewis  finding  that  she  conversed 
h  other  Men,  and  being  in  Fear,  least  in  Hopes  of 
vour,  she  should  discover  his  return  from  Trans- 
rtation,  and  by  convicting  him  save  herself,  upon 
se  apprehensions,  he  thought  fit  to  go  again  to 
a,  in  a  Ship  bound  for  the  Straights,  but  falling 
lently  Sick  at  Genoa,  they  left  him  there ;  and 
►ugh  he  might  afterwartls  have  gone  to  his  Vessel, 
old  Thoughts  and  Wishes  returned,  and  he  took 
:  Advantage  of  the  first  Ship  to  return  to  England. 
jre  he  found  many  of  his  old  Acquaintance,  carry- 
on  the  Business  of  Plunder  in  ever)' Shape.  He 
led  with  them,  and  in  their  Company  broke  open 
h  much  Difficulty,  an  Ale-house  in  Fore-street,  at 
Sign  of  the  King  of  Hearts,  where  they  took  a 
»zen  of  Tankards,  which  they  apprehended  to  be 
ver;  but  finding  upon  Examination,  they  were  no 
ter  than  Pewter  well  Scoured,  they  judged  there 
uld  be  more  Danger  in  selling  them  than  they 
re  worth  ;  wherefore  having  first  melted  them, 
y  threw  them  away  ;  but  being  a  little  fearful  of 
►bing  in  Company,  he  took  to  his  old  method  of 
fcing  by  himself  in  the  Streets.  But  the  first 
impt  he  made  this  Way,  was  in  the  Old  Artillery- 
ound,  where  he  snatched  a  Woman  s  Pocket,  and 
\  crj'ing  out  raised  the  Neighbourhood  ;  they  pur- 
d  him,  and  after  wounding  two  or  three  Persons 
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desperately,  he  was  taken  and  committed  to  his 
Mansion  in  Newgate,  and  at  the  next  Sessions  b* 
Tried,  was  found  Guilty,  and  from  that  time  a 
enjoy  not  the  least  hopes  of  Life.  But  he  conlin 
still  very  obdurate,  being  so  hardened  by  a  conti 
series  of  villanous  Actions,  that  he  seemed  to  1 
no  Idea  whatsoever  of  Religion,  Penitence  orato 
by  Prayers,  for  the  numerous  Villanies  he  had  1 
mitted. 

At  the  Place  of'  Execution  he  said  nothing  t( 
People,  only  that  he  was  sorry  he  had  not  stayi 
Carolina,  because  if  he  had,  he  should  never 
come  to  be  hanged  ;  and  thus  finished  his  Life  ii 
same  stupid  manner  in  which  he  had  lived,  \ 
near  forty  years  of  Age  at  the  time  he  suffered,  \ 
was  on  the  27th  of  Jtme,  1720. 
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^letMH  barbarous  in  other  Nations,  and  even  some 
^'hich  appear  so  though  anciently  practiset.1  in  our 
0^,  had  their  rise  from  the  same  Cause.      1  am  led 
to  this  Observation,  from  the  Folly  which  certain 
l^ersons  were  iniilrv  of,  in  makinof  small  Insurrections 
w  the  Sake  only  of  irettinix  a  few  Ueer  ;  and  oroinii^ 
On,  because  thev  found  the  Lenirv*  of  the  Laws  could 
Dot  Punish  them  at  present,  until  they  jjrew  to  that 
Height  as  to  ride  in  armed  Troops,  blacked  and  dis- 
guised, in  order  tlie  more  to  terrify  those  whom  they 
assaulted,  and  wherever  they  were  denieil  what  they 
thought  proper  to  demand,  whedier  Venison,  Wine, 
Money,  or  other  Necessaries   for   their   debauched 
Feasts,  would  by   Letters  threaten  plundering  and 
destroying  with   Fire   and   Sword,  whomever  they 
thought  proper.     These  Villanies  being  carried  on 
with  a  high  Hand  for  some  time,  in  the  Year  1722 
and  1723,  their  Insolence  grew  at  last  so  intolerable, 
as  to  oblige  the   Legislature  to  make  a  new  Law 
against  all  who  thus  went  armed  and  disguised,  and 
associated    themselves    toijether    bv   the    Name   of 
Blanks,  or  entered  into  anv  other  Confederacies  to 
support  and  assist  one  another  in  doing  Injur)-  and 
Violence  to  the  Persons  and  Properties  of  the  Kings 
Subjects. 

By  this  Law  it  was  enacted,  that  after  the  first 
Day  «>/"  June,  1723,  whatrcer  Persons  armed  xi'ith 
offensive  II  \\ipoPis,  and  hazn$ig  their  Faees  Blacked,  or 
aikencise  Dis^iised,  should  appear  in  any  Forest, 
Park  or  Grounds  enclosed  with  any  I  Tall  or  Fence^ 
wherein  Deer  were  kept,  or  any  IVarren  where  Hares 
or  Conies  are  kept,  or  in  any  Highioay,  Heath,  or 
Down,  or  unlawfully  hunt,  kill,  or  steal  any  /ied 
or  Fallozc  Deer,  or  Rod  anv  JTarren,  or  sttal  Fish 
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Old  of  any  Pond,  or  malk'wusly  break  dvum  Uu 
of  any  Fishpond^  or  kill  or  wound  Cuttle,  or  sd  fir^ 
to  any  House  or  Oulkouses,  Staci;  tUfc,  or  cul  affw^ 
or  any  otherways  destroy  Trees  planted  for  S/u-ll(r 
Profit,  or  shall  maliciously  Shoot  at  any   PerMfk 
or  semi  a  Letter  demanding  Moiuy  or  other  valm 
Tilings,  sliall  rescue  any  Person  in   Custody  of 
Officer  for  any  such  Offences,  or  by  Gift  or  P 
procure  any  one  to  join  with  them,  shall  be  <i&fi«K 
guilty  of  Felony  witltout  Bciufit  of  Clergy,  and  shik 
suffer  pains  of  Death  as  P'clons  so  convicted. 

Nor  was  even  this  thought  sufficient  to  rcnioi 
lose  Evils  which  the  idle  Follies  of  some 
'ersons  had  brought  about,  but  a  Retrospect 
ilso  by  the  same  Act  had  to  offences  heretolbrc  coni 
mitted.  and  all  Persons  who  had  committed  a 
Crimes  punishable  by  this  Act,  alter  the  SeconJ 
February,  1722.  were  commanded  to  render  Tha 
selves  before  tlie  24th  of  fuly,  i  723,  to  some  Justi 
of  liis  Majesty's  Court  of  King  s-Bcnck,  or  ty  text 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  xvhere  theylivt 
and  there  make  a  full  and  exact  Confes-sion  of  i 
Crimes  of  such  a  Nature  which  they  had  comniiltt 
the  Times  when,  and  the  Places  where,  and  t'ena 
widi  whom,  together  with  an  Account  of  such  P< 
sons*  places  of  Abode,  as  had  with  them  been  guil 
as  aforesaid,  in  order  to  their  being  thereupon  app* 
hended  and  brought  to  Judgment  according  10  La 
on  Pain  of  being  deemed  Felons,  without  Beoefir 
Clergy,  and  sufferuig  accordingly.  But  the; 
.tided  to  a  free  Pardon  and  Forgiveness, 
lat  before  the  24th  of  fuly  they  surrcndd 
laJe  such  Discovery.  J  ustices  of  the  Peace 
id  Act  were   required  on  any   Informatlt 
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before  them,  by  one  or  more  credible  Persons, 
St  anv  Person  chanred  with  anv  of  the  Offences 
Kiid,  to  transmit  it  under  their  Hands  and  Seals, 
i  of  his  Majesty  s  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
)y  the  same  Act  is  required  to  lay  such  Infor- 
n  and  Return  before  his  Majesty  in  Council, 
.*upon  an  Order  is  to  issue  for  the  Persons  so 
ed,  to  surrender  within  fort)'  Da)-^  and  in  case 
fuse  or  neglect  to  surrender  within  that  Time, 
from  the  Day  in  which  the  fort)^  Days  elapsed, 
to  be  deemed  a  Felon  Con\nct,  and  Execution 
3e  awarded  as  attainted  of  Felony  by  a  Verdict 
y  Person  also,  who  after  the  time  appointed  for 
Surrender  of  the  Person,  shall  conceal,  aid,  or 
ur  him,  knowino^  the  Circumstances  in  which  he 
stands,  shall  suffer  Death  as  a  Felon^  without 
rit  of  Clergy.  And  that  People  might  the  more 
iy  hazard  their  Persons  for  the  apprehending 
Offenders,  it  is  likewise  enacted,  that  if  any 
m  shall  be  wounded  so  as  to  lose  an  Eye,  or  the 
)f  any  Limb  in  endeavouring  to  take  persons 
ed  with  the  Commission  of  Crimes  within  this 
then  on  a  Certificate  from  the  Justices  of  the 
^  of  his  being  so  wounded,  the  S/teriff'  of  the 
t\'  is  commanded  within  Thirty  Da}'s  after 
ight  of  such  Certificate,  to  pay  the  said  wounded 
)ns  ^50  under  pain  of  forfeiting  j^io  on  failure 
of ;  and  in  case  any  Person  should  be  killed  in 
ig  such  Persons  as  aforesaid,  then  the  said  ;^50 
be  paid  to  the  Executors  of  the  Person  so  killed, 
cannot  seem  strange,  that  in  Consequence  of  so 
ordinar\-  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  many  of 
presumptuous  and  silly  People  should  be  appre- 
ed  a  considerable  Number  of  them,  having  upon 
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their  Ap|>reht;nsion  been  committed  to  Wh 
(iaol,  seven  of  them  were  by  //aSeas  Corpus  re 
for  tlie  greater  Solemnity  of  their  Trial  to  A' 
and  for  their  Offences  brought  up  and  arraig 
the  King's  Hcncli-Iiar,  Westminster^  where  beii 
victed  on  full  Evidence,  all  of  them  of  Feloi 
three  of  Murder,  I  shall  inform  ye,  one  by 
what  lias  come  to  my  Hand  in  Relation  t< 
Crimes,  and  the  Manner  and  Circumstance 
which  they  were  Committed. 

Ridtard  Parvinw^s  Master  of  a  Public-h< 
Portsmouth,  a  Man  of  a  dull  and  phlegmati 
position,  who  continually  denied  his  having  t 
;iny  manner  concerned  with  these  People,  thoi 
Mviiience  against  him  at  his  Trial  was  as  fi 
as  direct  as  [xwsibly  could  have  been  expect' 
he  himself  cvidendy  proved  to  have  been  uf 
SjKrt   when   the  Violences  committed   by  th< 
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it  Distress,  and  whether  he  could  have  found 
m  or  no,  hindered  his  being  able  to  produce  any 
tnesses  at  his  Trial.  He  persevered  in  these 
ifessions  of  his  Innocency  to  the  verj*  last,  still 
Hng  for  a  Reprieve,  and  not  only  fed  himself  with 
h  Expectations  while  in  Prison,  but  also  gazed 
nesdy  when  at  the  Tree,  in  hopes  that  a  Pardon 
aid  be  bnxi^t  him,  until  the  Cart  drew  away, 
1  extinguished  Life,  and  the  desire  of  Life,  to- 
her. 

EdToard  Elliot,  a  Boy  about  seventeen  Years  of 
ne,  whose  Father  was  a  Tailor,  at  a  V'illage  be- 
ien  Pctsworth  and  Guilford,  vc^s  the  next  who 
eived  Sentence  of  Death  with  Parvin.  The 
count  he  gave  of  his  coming  into  this  Society-  has 
nething  in  it  verj'  odd,  and  which  gives  a  fuller 
a  of  the  strange  whims  which  possessed  these 
ople.  The  Boy  said  that  about  a  Year  before  his 
ng  apprehended,  thirtj*  or  fort)'  Men  met  him  in 
:  Countv'  of  Surrey,  and  hurried  him  awav,   he 

0  appeared  to  be  the  chief  telling  him  that  he 
isted  him  for  the  Serxice  of  the  King  of  the 
uks^  in  pursuance  of  which  he  was  to  disguise  his 
ce,  obey  Orders  of  whatsoever  Kind  they  were, 
\i  as  breaking  down  Fish- Ponds,  burning  \Voods, 
lotinof  Deer,  takinor  also  an  Oath  to  be  true  to 
an,  or  they  by  their  Art  Magic  would  turn  him 
D  a  Beast,  and  as  such  would  make  him  carrj*  their 
rthens,  and  live  like  a  horse  upon  Grass  and 
alter.  And  he  said  also,  that  in  the  Space  of  Time 
continued  with  diem,  he  saw  several  Experiments 
their   Witchcraft ;  for  that  once  when  two  Men 

1  ofifended  them,  by  refusing  to  comply  in  taking 
ir  Oath  and  obcyinjj  their  Carders,  they  causeil 
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ihcm  immediately  to  be  Blind-folded,  and  stoppii^ 
them  in  Holes  of  the  Earth  up  to  their  Chin,  ran  a 
them  as  if  they  had  been  Dogs,  bellowing  and  baifc 
ing  as  it  were  in  their  Ears,  and  when  they  hai 
plagued  them  awhile  in  this  ridiculous  manner,  tod 
them  out,  and  bid  them  remember  how  theyoffendd 
any  of  the  lilack  Nation  again,  for  if  they  did,  thej 
should  not  escape  so  well  as  they  had  at  present 
He  had  seen  them  also,  he  said,  oblige  Carters  ta 
drive  a  good  way  out  of  the  Road,  and  carrj'  what- 
soever Venison  or  other  Thing  ihey  had  plundered 
to  the  Places  where  they  would  have  them,  that  the 
Men  were  generally  so  frightened  with  their  Usage, 
and  so  terrified  with  the  Oaths  they  were  obliged  to 
swear,  that  they  seldom  complained,  or  even  spolK 
of  their  Bondage. 

As  to  the  Fact  for  which  thej' died,  Elliot  ^\f. 
this  Account :    That  in  the  Morning  wlien  iltat  Fact 
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t/  in  search  of  the  Rest  of  his  Associates.  It  was 
'  loHg^  before  t/tey  came  up  with  thcni.  Tlu  Keepers 
re  SLxy  the  Blacks  were  Srcen  in  number  ;  they  fell 
rrmly  to  it  with  Quarter-Staffs.  The  keepers  un- 
Uing^  to  have  Lives  tahai,  advised  them  to  retire ; 
t  upon  t/uir  refusing,  aful  Marshall's  firing  a  gun^ 

which  one  of  the  keepers  belonging  to  the  Lady  How 
MS  slain^  they  discharged  a  Blufiderbuss,  and  shat- 
red  the  Thigh  of  otie  Barber  amongst  the  Blacks, 
\Qn  which  three  of  his  Associates  ran  away,  a  fid  t/u 
fo  others,  Marshall  a  fid  Kingshell,  were  taken,  and 

the  fray  for  the  present  efided.  Elliot  lay  bound 
/  the  while  withifi  hearing,  and  ifi  the  greatest 
gonies  imaginable,  at  the  Consideration  that  what- 
tr  blood  was  spilt  lie  should  be  as  much  atiswerable 
r  it  as  those  who  shed  it,  in  which  he  was  not  mis- 
ten ;  for  the  Keepers  returning  after  the  Fight  was 
tr,  carried  him  away  bound,  ami  he  never  had  his 
*iters  off  after,  till  t/ie  Morning  of  his  Execution. 
e  behaved  himself  verj'  soberly,  quietly,  and  with 
uch  seeming  Penitence  and  Contrition.  He  owned 
e  Justice  of  the   Law  in  punishing  him,  and  said. 

more  especially  deserved  to  suffer,  sifice  at  the  Time 
'  the  committing  this  Fact,  he  was  Servant  to  a 
'idozo  Lady,  where  he  scanted  nothing  to  make  him 
ppy  or  easy. 

Robert  Kingshell,  was  tvventy-six  Years  old,  and 
ed  in  the  same  House  with  his  Parents,  being  Ap- 
entice  to  his  Brother,  a  Shoe-maker.  His  parents 
are  \ery  watchful  over  his  Behaviour,  and  sought 

ever)'  Method  to  prevent  his  taking  ill  Courses, 

being  guilty  of  any  Debaucherj*  whatever.  The 
ight  before  this  unhappy  Accident  fell  out,  as  he 
d  the   Rest  of  the  Family  were  sleeping  in  their 
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Beds,  Barber  made  a  Sij^'iial  at  his  Chamlxir  WindoU 
it  being  then  about  eleven  o'clock.  KingsticU  upo 
this  arose,  and  got  softly  out  of  the  window,  liarh 
took  him  upon  his  Horse,  and  away  they  went  toA 
Holt,  twelve  Miles  distant,  calling  in  their  Way  upo 
Henry  Marshall,  Elliot,  and  th.e  rest  of  their  A( 
complices.  He  said  it  was  eight  o'Clock 
Morning  before  the  Keepers  attacked  them.  H< 
owned  they  bid  them  retire,  and  tiiat  he  himself  toll 
them  they  would,  provided  the  bound  Man  (EUiiA^ 
was  released,  and  delivered  into  our  hands  ;  but  tba 
Proposition  being  refused,  the  Fight  presendy  gm 
warm.  Barbers  Thigh  was  broke,  and  Afarshi^ 
killed  the  Keeper  with  a  shot.  Being  ihereupoi 
very  hard  pressed,  three  of  their  Companions  ran 
away,  leaving  him  and  Marsltall  to  fight  it  out,  Ellid 
being  already  taken,  and  Barber  disabled.  It  was 
not  long  before  they  were  in  the  same  unhappy  Con 
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k^m  Ais  (Kl^n  De/etta\  afui  xcas  not  hou9id  to  mn 
rr  and  /raz'e  Ais  Companiofis  in  Danger.  This 
the  Language  he  talked  for  the  Space  of  tvvent}- 
mr  Hours  before  his  Death,  in  which  he  en  joved  the 
|se  of  Speech,  and  so  far  was  he  from  thanking 
hose  who  charitably  offered  him  their  Admonitions. 
hat  he  said,  he  had  not  forgot  himself,  but  had 
Iready  taken  Care  of  what  he  thought  necessarx'  for 
Bs  Soul.  However,  he  did  not  attempt  in  the  least 
D  prevaricate,  but  fairly  acknowledged  that  he  com- 
Bitted  the  Fact  for  which  he  died,  though  nothing 
SMild  oblige  him  to  speak  of  it  in  any  Manner  as  if 
be  was  sorr\*  for,  or  repented  of  it,  farther  than  for 
having  occasioned  his  own  Misfortunes.  So  strong 
is  die  Prejudice  which  vulgar  Minds  acquire  by  often 
repeating  to  themselves  and  in  Company  certain 
Positions,  however  ridiculous  and  false,  and  sure 
Dothinof  could  be  more  so.  than  for  a  Man  to  fancv 
he  had  a  rioht  to  imbrue  his  Hands  in  die  Blooil  of 
another,  who  was  in  the  execution  of  his  Office,  and 
endeavouriniT  to  hinder  them  in  the  Commission  of 
an  ille^j^al  Act. 

These  of  whom  I  have  last  spoken,  were  altogether 
concerned  in  the  before-mentioned  F'act,  which  was 
attended  with  Murder.  But  we  are  now  to  speak  of 
the  Rest  who  were  concerned  in  the  felonv  onlv.  for 
which  thev,  with  the  above-mentioned  Pan  in.  suf- 
fered-  Of  these  there  were  two  Brothers,  whose 
Xames  were  yohn  and  Edzcard  Pinl\  Carters  in 
Portsmout/i,  and  alwavs  accounted  honest  and  in- 
dustrious  fellows,  before  this  Accident  happened. 
They  did  not  however  deny  dieir  being  guilty,  but 
on  the  Contrar\-  ineenuouslv  confessed  the  Tnith  of 
what  was  Sworn,  and  mentioned  some  odier  Circum- 
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stances  than  those  produced  at  the  Trial  irhidi 
tended  their  committing  iL  The>'  said  tliat  ti 
met  Parvifis  House-Keeper  upon  the  Road:  d 
tliey  forced  her  to  cut  the  Throat  of  a  Deer  wh 
they  had  just  taken  upon  Bear  faresl.^wc  he 
Uagger  which  they  forced  her  to  wear,  and  to  r 
cross  lejjged  with  Pistols  before  her.  In  this  Dr 
they  brought  her  to  Par/ord's  House  upon 
I"'orest,  where  they  dined  upon  a  Haunch  of  Venis 
fiasted  merrily,  and  after  Dinner  sent  out  two 
th<;ir  Companions  to  kill  more  Deer,  not  in  the  Am 
Purest,  but  in  Walt/iam  Chase,  belonging  to 
Ilishop  of  IV inc/tester.  One  of  these  two  Pers 
they  called  their  Kitiff,  and  the  other  they  ca! 
Lyon.  Neither  of  these  Brothers  objected  anjih 
either  to  the  Truth  of  the  Evidence,  or  the  Jus 
of  the  Sentence  passed  upon  them,  only  one 
sinu-iting  that  the  Evidence  would  not  have  beei 
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e  rest  had  ever  been  ;  for  he  had  held  no  setdetl 
>lo>Tnent,  but  had  been  a  loose  disorderly  Person, 
emed  in  all  sorts  of  Wickedness  for  manv  Years, 

at  PortsmoHi/t,  Guil/ord,  and  other  Countr)^ 
ns,  as  well  as  in  LondoM.  Deer  were  not  the 
things  that  he  had  dealt  in ;  stealing,  and  robbing 
le  Highway  had  been  formerly  his  EmplojTnent; 

in  becoming  a  BIauI:,  did  not,  as  the  others, 
id  in  Wickedness,  but  came  down  on  the  con- 

a  step  Lower.  Yet  this  Criminal,  as  his 
ices  were  greater,  so  his  Sense  of  them  was 
1  stronger  than  in  any  of  the  Rest,  excepting 
■:>>i^//,  for  he  gave  over  all  Manner  of  Hopes  of 

and  all  Concerns  about  it  as  soon  as  he  was 
"L  Yet  even  he  had  no  Notion  of  Makinsf  Dis- 
ries,  unless  thev  mii^ht  be  beneficial  to  himself, 
though  he  owned  the  Knowledge  of  Twenty 
ons  who  were  notorious  Offenders  in  the  same 
L  he  absolutelv  refused   to   name   them,  since 

naming  would  not  procure  himself  a  Pardon, 
ing  to  him  of  the  Dut}'  of  doing  Justice  was 
ng  the  Air ;  he  said,  he  thought  diere  was  no 
ce  in  taking  away  other  People's  Lives,  unless 
IS  to  save  his  own.  Yet  no  sooner  was  he 
1  about  his  own  going  on  the  Highway  than  he 
ssed   it,  said,   he  knew  ver\"  well    Bills  would 

been  preferred  against  him  at  Guil/ord  Assizes, 
Lse  he  had  orot  off  at  the  A'/acs-BmiA,  but  that 
id  not  greatly  value  them  ;  though  formerly  he 
been  oruilr\'  of  some  Facts  in  that  wav,  vet  thev 
I  not  all  now  be  proves!,  and  he  should  have 
1  it  no  difficult  matter  to  have  demonstrated  his 
cency  of  those  then  charged  upon  him,  of  which 
as  not  reallv  Guiltv.  but  owed  his  beirtij  thoug^ht 

s 
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so  to  a  profligate  Course  of  Life  he  had  for  si 
Time  led,  and  his  Aversion  to  all  honest  Emp 
ments.  As  bold  as  the  whole  Gang  of  these  Felt 
appeared,  yet  what  with  Sickness,  what  with 
Apprehension  of  Death,  they  were  so  terrified,  1 
not  one  of  them  but  Ansell  alias  Philips,  was  abl< 
stand  up,  or  speak  at  the  Place  of  Execution,  nv 
who  saw  them  there,  aiifirming,  that  some  of  th 
were  dead  even  before  they  were  turned  off.  As 
Appendix  to  the  melancholy  History  of  these  sct 
miserable  and  unhappy  Persons,  I  will  add  a  Ld 
written  at  that  Time  by  a  Gentleman  of  the  Com 
of  Essex,  to  his  Friend  in  London,  containing  a  im 
particular  Account  of  the  Transactions  of  thi 
People,  than  I  have  seen  anywhere  else,  wherefi 
without  any  further  Preface,  I  shall  leave  it  to  spe 
for  itself. 
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of  tlum  it  xoas  much  exaggerated ;  but  Expe- 
thc  Mistress  of  Foots)  Aas  taught  me  the  Con- 
by  tlic  Adventure  I  am  going  to  relate  to  you^ 
'hough  it  etided  well  enough  at  last,  I  con/ess  at 
it  me  a  good  deal  out  of  Humour.  To  begin, 
y  Horse  got  a  Stone  in  his  Foot,  and  therewith 
>  lame  just  as  I  entered  the  Forest,  that  I  really 
f  his  Shoulder  slipped  ;  finding  it^  howezTr,  im- 
to  get  him  along,  I  was  ezm  glad  to  take  up  at 
blind  Ale-House,  which  f  perceii*ed  had  a  i  ^ard 
ible  behind  it.  The  A/an  of  the  House  reeeiznxl 
/  ciz'illy,  but  tohen  lu  perceived  my  Horse  UHis 

•  as  scarce  to  be  abU  to  stir  a  Step,  I  obsenrd 
if  uneasy.  I  asked  him  whether  I  could  lodge 
iat  jVight ;  he  told  me  no,  he  had  fw  Room.  I 
him  then  to  put  something  to  my  Horses  Foot, 
me  sit  up  all  Alight,  for  I  was  resolved  not  to 
Horse  lohich  cost  me  twenty  Guineas,  by  riding 

such  a  Condition  in  ichich  he  was  at  present, 
^an  made  me  no  Ansioer.     HowezH:r  we  came 

•  House  together,  and  I  proposed  the  same  Ques- 
thc  Wife.     She  dealt  more  roughly  and  more 

vith  me,  and  told  me  that  truly  I  neither  could 
uld  stay  there,  and  was  for  hurrying  her  Hus- 
9  get  my  Horse  out.  Howeinr,  on  putting  a 
into  her  Hand,  and  promising  her  another  for 
Iging,  she  began  to  consider  a  little,  and  at  last 
that  there  was  indeed  a  little  Bed  a  bene  Stairs, 
'h  she  7vould  order  a  clean  Pair  of  Sheets  to  be 
"  she  zvas  persuaded  I  was  more  of  a  Gentleman 
}  take  any  \otice  of  what  I  saw  pass  there, 
ade  me  more  uneasy  than  I  was  before ;  I  con- 
tow  I  was  got  anumgst  a  Den  of  Highwaymen, 
i>€cted  nothing  less  than  to  be  robbed  and  my 
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Throat  ait.  However,  finding  there  was  no  R 
I  even  set  myself  down  and  eruUavoured  to  be  6 
as  I  could.  By  this  Time  it  was  very  dark, 
heard  three  or  four  Horse-men  alight  and  Urn 
Horses  into  the  Yard.  As  the  Men  returm 
were  coming  into  the  Room  where  I  was,  I  ovi 
my  Landlady  say,  Xn^ceA  Brother  you  need 
uneasy,  I  am  positive  the  Gentleman  is  a  ? 
Honour  ;  to  which  I  heard  another  P'oiee  repl 
good  could  our  Death  do  to  any  Stranger  ? 
I  don't  apprehend  half  the  Danger  you  do : 
say  the  Gentleman  would  be  glad  of  our  Co 
and  we  should  be  pleased  with  his  :  come,  han 
I'll  lead  the  Way.  So  said,  so  done,  in  tlte^ 
Five  of  them,  all  disguised  so  effectually,  that  I 
unless  it  were  in  tlu  same  Disguise,  I  shoitla 
able  to  distinguish  any  one  of  t/um.  Down  t 
and  he  who  I  suppose  was  constituted  their  ( 
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jAft/  /  uwiM  not  refuse  to  pay  my  Respeels  to  Prince 
*t)onoko,  King  of  the  Blacks.  //  then  immediately 
^^McJt  into  mv  Head^  who  those  u*orthv  Persons  u*ere, 
ft?  whose  Company  I  was  thus  aecideHtally  fallen.  I 
fled  myself  a  thousand  Blockheads  in  my  Miftd  for 
ifndimg  it  out  before ;  but  the  hurry  of  things^  or 

speak  the  Truth,  the  Fear  I  was  in,  prevented  my 
ilgiug  ez^n  from  the  most  evident  Signs.     As  soon 

our  axckward  Ceranony^  xvas  az*er.  Supper  was 
mght  in.    It  consisted  of  eighteen  Dishes  of  Venison 

ezrry  Shape,  roasted,  boiled  with  Broth^  hashed 
Hups.  Pasties,  L  ^mble  Pies,  and  a  large  Haunch  in 
'  Middle  larded.  The  Table  we  sat  at  was  zrry 
ge,  and  the  Company  in  all  Twenty-one  Persons. 
f  euch  of  our  Blbozcs  there  zvjs  set  a  Bottle  of  Claret, 
ie  J  fan  and  IVonuin  of  the  House  sat  dozen  at  the 
i'er  End.  Tuh?  or  three  of  the  Felloics  had  good 
tural  I  'oices,  and  so  the  ezrning  ^cas  spent  as  merrily 
the  Bakes  /hiss  theirs  at  the  King  s  Arms,  or  the 
ty  Apprentices,  with  their  Masters  J/aids  at  Sadler's 
ells.  About  TziH)  the  Company  seemed  imlined  to 
xik  up.  having  /irst  assural  me  that  they  should  take 
•  Com/ki9iy  as  a  Pazvur  any  Thursday  Bzrnifig,  if 
ame  that  11  \iy.  I  confess  I  did  not  sleep  all  Xight 
fh  reflecting  on  xchat  had  jHissed,  and  could  not 
ohe  with  myself  whether  these  humorous  Gentlemen 

Masquerade  xvere  to  be  ranked  under  the  deno- 
nation  of  Knights  Errants  or  plaui  Robbers. 
\is  I  must  tell  you,  by  the  bye,  that  xvith  Respect  both 
Honesty  and  Hardship,  their  Life  resembles  much 
\t  of  the  H  ussars.  since  drinking  is  all  their  Delight, 
J  plundering  their  Employment. 
Before  I  conclude  my  Epistle,  it  is  jit  I  should  in- 
m  you.  that  they  did  mc  the  Honour,  with  a  /.>c5cVu 
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Pcrliaps  to  have  received  me  into  their  Order,  i 
luquainting  metailh  those  Rules  by  which  their  Sentt^ 
li/ds  governed.  In  the  first  Plaee,  their  Black  Prino 
assured  rue  that  their  Goverttnient  was  perfectly^ 
narchial,  attd  tiiat  when  upon  Expeditions,  he  had  t 
absolute  Command,  but  in  the  tint:  o/  Peace  {contimk 
he)  and  at  the  Tabic,  Government  being  no  longer  i 
ccssary.  /  cotidescend  to  eat  attd  drink  familiarij  a'i 
my  Subjects  as  Friends.  We  admit  no  Man  (fi 
tinned  he)  into  our  Society,  until  he  has  been  hi 
drunk  with  us,  tltat  we  may  be  perfectly  aequain 
with  his  Temper,  in  compliance  with  the  old  Pr<n\ 
Women,  Children,  and  drunken  Folks  speak  Tni 
but  if  tfie  Person  wito  sues  to  be  admitted,  deck 
solemnly  lie  was  never  drunk  in  his  Life,  and  it  appx 
plainly  to  tlie  Society  in  such  Case,  this  Rule  is 
pcnscd  with,  attd  the  Person  before  Admission  is  < 
bound  to  converse  with  us  a  Mottth.     As  soon  at 


The  Waltham  Blacks.  263 

tter^  that  in  my  Cotiscietuc  I  believe  she  was  not 
'  humour  to  liave  refused  me  anything,  no,  not 
'he  last  Favour  ;  atid  so  walking  down  the  Yard 
biding  my  Horse  in  pretty  tolerable  Order,  I 
d  directly  /lome,  as  much  in  Amaze  at  t/ie  new 
€  I  Itad  discovered,  as  t/ie  Duke  ^^Z"  Alva's  Hunts- 
'hen  they  found  an  undiscovered  Nation  in  Spain, 
lowing  t/ieir  Masters  Hawk  over  the  Mountaifis. 
'ce  [  have  taken  a  great  Deal  of  Pains  in  my 
r.  Pray  in  Return,  let  me  liave  as  long  a  ofie 
you,  and  let  me  see  if  all  your  London  Rambles 
roduce  such  another  Adventured 

Fore  I  leave  these  People,  I  think  it  proper 
quaint  my  Readers,  that  their  Folly  was  not  to 
tinguished  by  a  single  Execution ;  there  were  a 
many  young  Fellows  of  the  same  Stamp,  who 
Fools  enough  to  forfeit  their  Lives  upon  the 
Occasion.  However,  the  Humour  did  not  run 
long,  though  some  of  them  were  impudent 
l^h  to  murder  a  Keeper  or  two  afterwards.  Yet 
i  Space  of  a  Twelvemonth  the  whole  Nation  of 
Slacks  was  extinguished,  and  these  Country 
s  were  content  to  play  the  Fool  upon  easier 
IS.  The  last  Blood  that  was  shed  on  either 
was  that  of  a  Keeper  s  Son,  at  Old  Wiftdsor, 
1  some  of  these  wise  People  fired  at  as  he  looked 
f  Window.  By  this  means  they  drew  on  their 
Ruin,  and  that  of  several  numerous  Families,  by 
I  the  Countr)'  was  put  in  such  Terror  that  we 
heard  nothing  of  them  since,  though  this  Act  of 
unent,  as  I  shall  tell  you,  has  been  by  Con- 
:ion  extended  to  some  other  Criminals  who 
not  strictly  speaking  of  the  same  kiud  ^s  xtifc 
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The  Life  of  J  ULiA.v,  a  Black-lioy,  an  Ineendiarj.  1 

^Sf||ROM    speakin<r  of  artificial  Blacks,  I  cxHnel 
I  £sEI  now  to  relate  the  unhappy  Death  of  ooel 
I  who  was  naturally  of  that  Colour.    This] 
'  poor  Creature's  Name  was  fulian.     Atdte 
time  of  his  Execution  he  seemed  to  be  about  sixteen 
Years  of  A^c,      He  had  been  stolen  while  j-oui^ 
from  his  Parents  at  Madras.     He  still  retained  both 
his  Pagan  I^rnorance  in  resiject  to  Religion  and  our 
language.      He  was  brought  over  by  one  Captain 
J)a-ajes,  who  presented  him  to  Mrs,  Elizabeth  Turner, 
where  he  was  used  with  the  greatest  Tenderness  and 
Kindness,  often  callin;:j  him  into  dance  and  sing  after 
his  Manner  before   Company  ;  and   he  himself  ac- 
knowledged that  he  had  never  been  so  happy  in  lufr 
Life  as  he  was  there.     Yet  on  a  Sudden,  he  stole 
about  twenty  or  thirty  Guineas,  and  then  placing  a 
Candle  under  the  Sheets,  left  it  burning  to  fire  the 
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^  <'ived   at   his  Baptism  the  Name  of  jo/ni,     Tho 

*^lace  in  which  he  was  confined  being  ven*  damp,  the 

^o\  having  nothing  to  lay  on  but  a  Coat,  caught  so 

^&eat  a  Cold  in  his  Limbs  that  he  almost  lost  the 

.  Use  of  them  before  his  Death,  and  continued  in  a 

State  of  great  Pain  and  Weakness,  insomuch  that 

"^hen  he  was  told  he  must  prepare  for  his  Execution, 

Jte  determined  with  himself  to  prevent  it,  and  for 

"ttiat  Purpose  desired  one  of  the  Prisoners  to  lend 

liim  a  Pen- Knife.     But  the  Man  it  seems  had  more 

Grace  than  to  grant  his  Request,  and  he  ended  his 

Life  at  Tyburn  according  to  his  Sentence. 


The  Life  of  Abraham    Dkval,  a  Lottery   Ticket 

Forger. 

\BRAHAM  DEVAU  who  had  been  a 
Clerk  to  the  Lottery-Office,  at  last  took  it 
into  his  Head  to  coin  Tickets  for  himself, 
and  had  such  good  Luck  therein,  that  he  at 
one  time  counterfeited  a  Certificate  for  ^52  12s.  for 
seven  Blank  Lotterj-  Tickets,  in  die  Year  1 723,  Two 
or  three  other  Facts  of  the  same  Nature  he  perpe- 
trated with  the  like  success ;  but  happening  to  coun- 
terfeit two  Blank  l^ickets  of  the  Lotterx*.  in  the  Year 
in  which  he  died,  thev  were  discovered,  and  he  was 
thereupon  apprehended  and  tried  at  the  Old-Bailey, 
On  the  first  Indictment,  he  was  for  want  of  Evidence 
acquitted,  upon  which  he  behaveil  himself  with  great 
insolence,  lolled  out  his  Tongue  at  the  Court,  and 
told  them,  Ac  did  not  z'alue  the  second  Indidmewl.  \>v\V 
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herein  he  happened  to  be  mistaken,  for  the  J 
found  him  guilt}' of  that  Indictment,  and  thercu 
he  received  Sentence  of  Death  accordingly, 

N'oti\'ith standing  that  Impudence  with  whkl 
had  treated  the  Court  at  his  Trial,  he  compb 
very  loudly  of  their  not  showing  him  Favour ; 
he  even  pretended  that  he  had  not  Justice  done 
which  he  grounded  upon  this  Score :  the  Tick 
was  indicted  for  »as  No.  39.  in  the  651st  coui 
Payment.  Now  it  seems  in  the  searching  his  Bn 
vrA-^in  Parions  s  Room,  the  original  Ticket  »"as  f 
though  ver)-  much  torn,  from  whence  Dez-al  ^ 
have  had  it  taken  to  be  no  more  than  a  Dup 
and  much  blamed  hts  Counsel  for  not  insisting 
enough  upon  this  Point,  which  if  he  had  done, 
entertained  a  strong  Opinion  that  he  could  not 
been  convicted. 

The  apprehension  of  this,  and  the  uneasint 


Abraham  Deval,  a  Forger,  267 

I  overbearing  Temper,  which  hindered  him  from 
nor  loved  or  respected  anywhere,  and  which  never 
I  him  any  Service,  but  in  the  last  Moments  of  his 
Fe,  where  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Severity  of  his 
haviour,  yulian  the  Black-Boy^  would  have  been 
y  troublesome,  both  to  him  and  to  the  other  Person 
o  was  under  Sentence  at  the  same  Time.  At  the 
Lce  of  Execution,  Deval  owned  the  Fact,  but 
;hed  the  Spectators  to  consider  whether  for  all 
t  he  was  le^^ly  convicted,  and  so  suffered  in  the 
-tiedi  year  of  his  Age. 


^ 


€  Life  of  Joseph  Blake,  alias  Blueskin,  a  Foot- 

Pad  aful  Highwayman, 

[S    there    is    Impudence    and    Wickedness 
enough  in  the  Lives  of  most  Malefactors 
to  make  Persons  of  a  sober  Education  and 
Behaviour  wonder  at  the  depravity  of  hu- 
rt   Nature,   so   there   are   sometimes   superlative 
gues,  who  in  the  infamous  Boldness  of  their  Be- 
riour  as  far  exceed  the  ordinary  Class  of  Rogues 
they  do  honest   People ;   and  whenever  such  a 
>nster   as   this   appears   in   the  World,  there  are 
>ugh  Fools  to  gape  at  him,  and  to  make  such  a 
ise  and  Outer)'  about  his  Conduct,  as  is  sure  to 
ite  others  of  the  Gang  to  imitate  the  Obstinacy  of 
Deportment,  through  that  false  Love  of  Fame 
ich  seems  inherent  to  human  Nature.     Amongst 
Number  of  these,  yoscph  Blaki\  better  known  by 
Nick- Name  of  Blueskin ^  always  dtisetx^^  Vo  \i^ 
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Ines^i 


remembered,  as  one  who  thought  Wickedness,.! 
greatest  Achievement,  and  stiidioiiiily  took  die  Path^ 
of  Infamy  to  become  famous. 

By  Birth  he  was  a  Native  of  the  City  of  LoHdtml 

His    Parents,    being    Persons    in    tolerable    Circumj 

stances,  kept  him  six  Years  at  School,  where  he  did 

not  learn  half  as  much  Good  from  his  Master  xsbd 

did    Kvil   from  his  School-Fellow  William  Blfwiik 

from  whose  Lessons  he  Copied  so  well  that  all  ha 

Hducation  signified  Nothing.     He  absolutely  reftisedi 

when  he  came  from  School  to  go  to  any  h".mpIovmend 

but  on  the  contrary  set  up  for  a  Robber  when  lie  wai 

scarce  Seventeen.      But  from  that  Time  to  the  Da; 

if  his  Death,  he  was  unsuccessful  in  all  his  L.'ndci 

ings,  hardly  ever  coni*iiittIng  the  most  trivial  Fad 

t  he  experienced  for  it,  either  the  Humanity  of  th 

[ob,  or  of  the  Keepers  of  HrUinvell,  out  of  wIm 

*or  some  other  Prison,  he  could  hardly  keep  his  F« 

for  a   Month  together.      He   fell  into   the  Gang' 

Lock.  Wilkinson.  Carrick,  Lincoln  and  Daniel  Carn 

As  to  the  last,  having  so  often  had  Occa-sion  to  n* 

lion  him,  perhaps  my  Readers  may  be  desirous  1 

know  what  became  of  him.      I  shall  therefore  infofl 

them  tiiat  after  Carrie k  and  Malony  were  cxccuO 

for  robbing  Mr.  Young,  as  has  been  befurt  relate 

he  fled  home  to  his  own  native  Country.  /relM 

where  fur  a  While  making  a  great  Figure,  till  he  In 

exhausted  what  little  Wealth  he   had  brought  w 

with  him  from  /Ini^/and,  he  was  obliged  to  go  atgl 

Upon    the  old    Method  to  supply  him.      Bui  Strrt 

abbing  being  a  very   new   thing  at  Publin,  it  I 

larnied  Uiat  City,  that   they  never  ceased  piirsiao 

'm,  and  one  or  two  more  who  joined  with  him,  iinl 

.tcbing  lliem  one  Night  at  their  l-lniploymciU.  li^ 
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1  Carrol  so  closely,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
3  a  close  Kngagement  with  a  Thieftaken  and 
lied  upon  the  Spot.  But  to  return  to  Blake, 
itieskin.  Being  one  Night  out  with  this  Gang, 
»bbed  one  Mr.  Clark  of  ^s,  and  a  Silver-hilted 
just  as  Candles  were  going  to  be  Lighted, 
man  looking  accidentally  out  of  a  Window, 
ed  it,  and  cried  out,  Thieves.  Wilkinson 
Pistol  at  her,  which  (very  luckily)  upon  her 
g  in  her  Head,  grazed  upon  the  Stone  of  the 
w,  and  did  no  other  Mischief.  Blake  was 
the  Company  of  the  same  Gang,  when  they 
d  Captain  Langley  at  the  comer  of  High-Park 
is  he  was  going  to  the  Camp,  but  the  Captain 
:d  himself  so  well,  that  notwithstanding  they 
iveral  Times  through  and  through  his  Coat, 
y  were  not  able  to  Rob  him.  Not  long  after 
ilkinson  being  apprehended,  impeached  a  large 
r  of  Persons,  and  with  them  yoseph  Blake  and 
m  Lock.  Lock  hereupon  made  a  fuller  disco- 
lan  the  other  before  Justice  Blaekerby.xn  which 
ation  there  was  contained  no  less  than  seventy 
ries,  upon  which  he  also  was  admitted  a  Wit- 
ind  named  IVilkifisoHy  Lifuoln,  Car  rick  and 
,  with  himself,  to  have  been  the  five  Persons 
lurdered  Peter  Martin,  the  Chelsea  Pensioner^ 
Park-Wall,  upon  which  Wilkinson  was  appre- 
l,  tried  and  convicted ;  notwithstanding  the 
ation  he  had  before  given,  which  was  thereby 
set  aside,  so  that  Blake  himself  became  now 
dence  against  the  rest  of  his  Companions,  and 
ired  about  a  dozen  Robberies  which  they  had 
tted.  Amongst  these  there  was  a  ver>'  re- 
3le  one;   two   Gentlemen    in    Hunting  Caps, 
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^^^Tvere  loj^ether  in  a  Chariot  on  the  liampst(a<t- 

from 'whom   they   took    two   gold  Watches.   R'lngs^ 

I         Seals,  and  other  Things  to  a  considerable   Value] 
yunks,  alias  Lci'cc,  laying  his    Pistol    down  by  ihe 
Gentlemen  all  the  while  he  searched  them,  yet  tht 
wanted  eiUier  tlie  Couiage  or  the  Presence  of  Mf 
to  seize  and  prevent  their  losing  Things  of  so  _ 
Value.     Not  long  after  this,  Oai-ty,  ymtks  and  thi 
Blake,  stopped  a  single  Man  with  a  Link  before  h* 
in  Fig-Lane,  and  he  not  surrendering  so  easily 

I         they  expected,  JunJcs  and  Oakey  beat  him  over  ( 
Head  with  their  Pistols,  and  then  left  him  woundi 

'  in  a  terrible  Condition,  taking  from  him  one  Guini 
and  one  Penny.  A  very  short  Time  after 
yunks,  Oakey,  and  Flood,  were  appn:hendcd 
executed  for  robbing  Colonel  Cope  and  Mr.  Ymx 
of  that  very  Watch,  for  which  Carrick  and  ;l/i»/iM 
had  been  before  executed,  yoscph  Blake  being  d) 
Evidence  against  them. 

After  this  hanging  Work  of  his  Companions^ 
thought  himself  not  only  entitled  to  Liljcrty  1 
Reward  ;  herein  however  he  was  mightily  mistaka 
for  not  having  surrendered  willingly  and  quietly,  li 
being  taken  after  long  Resistance  and  when  he 
much  wounded,  there  did  not  seem  to  be  the  It 
Foundation  for  diis  confident  Demand.  He 
maincd  still  a  Prisoner  in  the  Wood-street  Qfym\*^ 
obstinately  refusing  to  be  transported  for  .scT* 
~  "ears,  but  insisting  that  as  he  had  given  Evidens 

e    ought    to    have    his     Libert)'.       Howrvw, 
Magistrates  were  of  another  Opinion.     At  last, 
curing  two  Men  to  be  bound  tor  his  good  Hehaviii 
he  was  carried  before  a   worthy  AlderiHaH 
City  and  tliere  dischai-ged ;  at  which  Tiin' 
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here  present  asking  how  long  might  be  given 
efore  they  should  see  him  again  at  the  Old- 
?  A  Gentleman  made  answer,  in  about  three 
ns,  in  which  time  it  seems  he  guessed  very 
for  the  third  Sessions  from  thence  Blake  was 
I  brought  to  the  Bar. 

no  sooner  were  his  Feet  at  Liberty,  but  his 
5  were  employed  in  Robbing,  and  having 
[  up  Jack  Shepherd  for  a  Companion,  they 
)ut  together  to  search  for  Prey  in  the  Fields, 
die  Half- Way  House  to  Hampsteady  they  met 
)ne  Pargiter,  a  Man  pretty  much  in  Liquor, 
immediately  Blake  knocked  down  into  the 
where  he  must  have  inevitably  have  perished, 
//  Shepherd  had  not  kept  his  Head  above  the 
»vith  great  Difficulty.  For  this  Fact,  the  next 
ns  after  it  happened,  the  two  Brothers  Bright- 
n  the  Guards  were  tried,  and  if  a  Number  of 
lad  not  sworn  them  to  have  been  upon  Duty  at 
ime  the  Robbery  was  committed,  they  had 
ily  been  convicted,  the  Evidence  of  the  Prose- 
being  direct  and  full.  Through  the  Grief  of 
le  elder  Brightwell  died  in  a  week  after  he  was 
sd  from  his  Confinement,  and  so  did  not  live 
his  Innocence  fully  cleared  by  the  Confession 
\ke, 

^ery  short  space  after  this,  Blake  and  his  Com- 
i  Slupherd  committed  the  Burglary  together  in 
ouse  of  Mr.  Kneedone,  where  Shepherd  g^ttxn^ 
le  House,  let  in  Blake  at  the  back  Door  and 
id  the  House  to  a  considerable  Value.  For 
oth  Sfupherd  and  he  were  apprehended,  and 
Tssions  before  Blake  was  convicted,  his  Com- 
i  received  Sentence  of  Death,  but  at  the  Time 
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.  iiad  made  his  Escape  out  4 

lit  behaved  with  grwit  Imuj 
'    and    when    he    found    nothid 


'},' 


^^■t^/tf/r  was  taken  u| 
^^HCondemned  Hole, 
^^■idence  at   his    Trial, 

^^  would  save  him,  he  took  tlie  Advantage  of  fonathA 

Wild  coming  to  speak  with  him.  to  cut  the   sai 

Wild's  Throat,  a  large  Gash  from  the  tar  beyon 

the  Wind-pipe,  of  which  Wound  Wild  languished! 

long  time  ;  and  happy  had  it  been  for  him  if  Bhki 

Wound   had   proved  fatal,  for   then  fonalhan  ha 

escaped  Death  by  a  more  dishonourable  Wound  il 

the  Throat   than   that  of   a   Pen-Knife.      liut  ll 

Number  of  his  Crimes  and  the  Spleen  of  his  Er 

mies  procured  him  a  worse  Fate.     Whatever  Wk 

might  deserve  of  others,  he  seems  to  have  meritt 

better  Usage  frum  this  Blake;  for  while  he  continot 

a   Prisoner  in  the  Coniptor,  foniithau   was  at  (I 

Expense  of  curing  his  W'ound.  allowed  him  Thn 

Shillings  and  Sixpence  a  Week,  and    after  his  bi 

^^   Misfortune  promised  him  a  good  Coffin,  and  actual! 

^^kiiirnished  him  with  Money  to  support  him  in  jVfll 

^^K^/^.  and  several  good  Hooks,  if  he  would  have  nad 

^^Kny  Use  of  them.      Uut  because  he  freely  dcctoM 

^^B|o  Blueskin.  there  was  no    Hopes   of  getting  hnl 

^^ptransported,  the  bloody  Villain  determined  to  ok 

^"  away  his    Life,  and   was  so  far  from  sliowing  ai( 

'         Signs  of  Remorse,  when  he  was  brought  up  again! 

Newgate,  that  he  declared  that  if  he  had  tliouglit  \ 

it  before,  he  would   have  provided  such  a  Knife  a 

should  have  cut  his  Head  off 

At  the  Time  that  he  received  Sentence,  then 
a  Woman  also  condemned,  and  they  being 
usual,  in  wiiat  Is  called  Bail-Dock  at  the  ffl 
Blake  offered  such  Rudeness  to  the  Woman, 
cried  out  and  alarmed  the  whole  Bench. 
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i  he  lay  under  Condemnation,  he  appeared  utterly 
ightless  and  insensible  of  his  approaching  Fate. 
)ugh  from  the  Cutting  of  WUd's  Throat,  and 
1  some  other  Barbarities  of  the  same  Nature,  he 
iired  amongst  the  Mob  the  Character  of  a  brave 
low  ;  yet  he  was  in  himself  but  a  mean  spirited 
)rous  Wretch,  and  never  exerted  himself,  but 
er  through  Yxxry  and  Despair.  His  Cowardice 
sared  manifest  in  his  Behaviour  at  his  Death  ;  he 
t  much  at  the  Chapel  the  Morning  he  was  to  die ; 
though  he  drank  deeply  to  drive  away  Fear,  yet 
he  Place  of  Execution  he  wept  again,  trembled, 
shewed  all  the  Signs  of  a  timorous  Confusion, 
rell  he  might,  who  had  lived  wickedly  and  trifled 
I  his  Repentance  to  the  Grave.  There  was 
hing  in  his  Person  extraordinarj- ;  a  dapper,  well 
Fellow,  of  great  Strength,  and  great  Cruelty, 
dly  detested  by  the  sober  Part  of  the  World,  for 
audacious  Wickedness  of  his  Behaviour,  and 
)ised  by  his  Companions  for  the  Villanies  he 
mitted  even  against  them.  He  was  executed  in 
2^th  Year  of  his  Age,  on  the  nth  of  November, 


•  Life  of  tlu  famous  John  Shepherd,  Foot-pad, 
House-breaker,  and  Prison-breaker. 

BuMONGST  the  Prodigies  of  ingenious  Wick- 
II  edness    and    artful   Mischief,    which    have 
surprised  the  World  in  our   Time,   perhaps 
none  has  made  so  great  a  Noise  as  y  c>//// 
hherd.  the  Malefactor   of  whom  wc  ?oce.  t\cy^  \o 

r 


J  74  ^''"'  ^-'/^  9/ 

■s^ualc  His  Father's  Name  was  Thonias  Skt 
who  was  by  Trade  a  Carpenter,  and  lived  in  ^ 
Fitids,  a  Man  of  an  extraordinary'  good  Cha 
aaJ  who  took  all  the  Care  his  narrow  Circums 
would  allow  that  his  Family  might  be  brought 
iht  Fear  of  God,  and  in  just  Notions  of  their 
towards  their  Neighbour.  Yet  he  was  so  un 
in  his*  Children,  that  both  this  Son  yohn  and  a' 
look  to  ill  Courses,  and  both  in  their  Turn  hav* 
convicted  at  the  Bar  of  the  Old  Bailey. 

Afttr  the  Father's  Death,  his  Widow  did  : 
coulU  to  get  this  unfortunate  Son  of  hers  ad 
into  Ckrisi's  Hospital,  but  failing  of  that,  she  g< 
bretl  up  at  a  School  in  Bisliopsgatc-Street,  wh 
learned  to  read,  and  might  in  ail  probabilit) 
goi  a  good  Education,  if  he  had  not  been  to< 
removed,  being  put  out  to  a  Trade,  viz.,  the 
CaM£-Chatr  Maker,  who  used  him  very  wel 
with  whom  probably  he  might  have  lived  hor 
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lie  Judgment  that  might  be  passed  upon  him  here- 
after. 

Amongst  the  Chief  of  his  Mistresses  there  was 
[)ne  Elizabeth  Lion,  commonly  called  Edgexcorth 
BesSy  the  Impudence  of  whose  Behaviour  was  shock- 
ing even  to  the  greatest  Part  of  Shepherds  Com- 
>anions :  but  it  seems  it  charmed  him  so  much,  that 
le  suffered  her  for  a  while  to  direct  him  in  ever)- 
Thing.  She  was  the  first  who  engaged  him  in  taking 
!»se  Methods  to  obtain  Money  wherewith  to  pur- 
chase baser  Pleasures.  This  Lion  was  a  large 
masculine  Woman,  and  Shepherd  a  verj'  slight  limbed 
Lad,  so  that  whenever  he  had  been  drinking  and 
came  to  her  quarrelsome,  Bess  often  beat  him  into 
better  Temper,  though  Shepherd  upon  other  Oc- 
caskms  manifested  his  wanting  neither  Courage  nor 
Strei^^  Repeated  Quarrels  however  with  Shepherd 
and  his  Mistress,  as  it  does  often  with  People  of 
better  Rank,  created  such  Coldness,  that  they  spoke 
not  together  sometimes  for  a  Month.  But  our  Robber 
could  not  be  so  long  without  some  fair  one  to  take 
up  his  Time,  and  drive  his  Thoughts  from  the  Con- 
sideration of  his  Crimes,  and  the  Punishment  which 
mi^t  one  Day  befall  them. 

The  Creature  he  picked  out  to  supply  the  Place  of 
Betty  Lion,  was  one  Mrs.  Maggott,  a  woman  some- 
what less  boisterous  in  her  Temper,  but  fully  as 
iricked.  She  had  a  verj-  great  Contempt  for  Shep- 
herds and  only  made  Use  of  him  to  go  and  steal 
Money,  or  what  might  jneld  Money,  for  her  to  spend 
in  Company  that  she  liked  better.  One  Night  when 
Shepherd  came  to  her,  and  told  her  he  had  pawned 
the  last  thing  he  had  for  half  a  Crown,  prithee  sa}*s 
she,  ilant  tell  me  snch  melancholy  Stories,  dut  think 
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how  you  may  get  more  Money.  I  have  heen  in  While- 
Horse- Yard  this  Afternoon,  there's  a  Piece-Broker 
there  ti-orth  a  great  Deal  of  .Money :  hekeepshis  Cash 
in  a  Drau-er  under  the  Counter  ;  and  titeres  abundanii 
of  good  Things  in  his  Shop  that  would  be  fit  for  mt 
to  wear.  A  Word,  you  know,  to  the  Wise  is  emnigh ; 
let  nu  see  noto  hozi'  soon  you'll  put  me  in  Possession  of 
them.  This  had  the  Effect  she  desired.  Shepherd 
left  her  about  one  o'CIock  In  the  MomInj»,  went  to 
the  House  she  talked  of,  took  up  the  Cellar  Window 
bars,  and  from  thence  entered  the  Shop,  which  he 
plundered  of  Money  and  Goods,  to  the  amount  of 
^22,  and  brought  it  to  his  Doxey  the  same  Day 
before  she  was  stirring,  who  appeared  thereupon  ver^' 
well  satisfied  with  his  Diligence,  and  helped  him  in 
a  short  Time  to  squander  what  he  had  so  dearly 
earned.  However,  he  still  retained  some  Affection 
for  his  old  Favourite  Bess  Lion,  who  being  taken  up 
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two  Brothers  were  always  of  one  Party,  Jack  havin^j 
(as  he  impudently  phrased   it)  lent  him  Forty  Shil- 
lings to  put  himself  in  proper  Plight  for  it,  and  having 
soon  after  their  being  together  broke  open  an  Ale- 
house, where  they  got  a  tolerable  Booty,  John,  in 
a  high   Fit  of  Generosity,    presented   it  all    to  his 
Brother,  as  soon  after  he  did  Clothes  to  a  very  con- 
siderable  Extent,  that  the  young  Man  might  not  ap- 
pear among  the  Damsels  of  Drury-Lafie  unbecoming 
Mr.    Shepherd's  Brother.       In    about   three   Weeks 
after  their  coming  together,  they  broke  open  a  Linen 
Draper  s  Shop,  near  Clare  Market,  where  the   Bro- 
thers made  good  use  of  their  Time  ;  for  they  were 
not  in  the  House  above  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  before 
they  made  a  Shift  to  strip  it  of  ;^50  ;  but  the  younger 
Brother  acting  imprudently  in  disposing  of  some  of 
the  Goods,  he  was  detected  and  apprehended,  upon 
which  the  first  thing  he  did  was  to  make  a  full   Dis- 
cover)-, to  impeach  his   Brother,  and  as  many  of  his 
Confederates  as  he  could,     ^aek  was  verj'  quickly 
apprehended  upon  his  Brother  s  Information,  and  was 
committed  by  Justice  Parry  to  the  Round  house,  for 
further  Examination,  but  yael\  instead  of  waiting  for 
that,  began  to  examine  the  Strength  of  the  Place  of 
his  Confinement,  which  being  much   too  weak  for  a 
Fellow  of  his  Capacity,  he  marched  off  before  Night, 
and   committed  a  Robbery-   into  the    Bargain,    but 
vowed  to  be  revenged  on    Tom  who  had  so  basely 
behaved  dimself  (as  ^^rr/' phrased  it)  toward  so  good 
a  Brother.  '  However   that   Information  going   off, 
yack  went  on  in  his  old  way  as  usual.     One  Day  in 
Afay^  he   and  y.    Benson   being   in  Leieester-Fields, 
Benson  attempted  to  get  a  Gentleman's  Watch,  but 
missing  his  pull,  the  Gentleman    perceived    it  and 
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L  Mob,  where  Shepherd  passing  briskly  to 


his  Companion,  was  apprehended  in  his  stead,  and 
being  carried  before  J  ustice  i/'«/^f/'5  was  committed 
lu  Neiv-Prison,  where  the  first  Sight  he  saw  was  his 
old  Companion  Bess  Lwn,  who  had  found  her  way 
thitheriiponalike  Errand.  ya<k  who  now  saw  him- 
self beset  with  Danger,  began  to  exert  all  his  little 
Cunning,  which  was  indeed  his  Master-piece,  for 
which  purpose  he  appUed  first  to  Benson's  Friends, 
who  were  in  good  Circumstances,  hoping  by  thcif 
Mediation  to  make  the  matter  up,  but,  in  tins  he 
miscarried.  Then  he  attempted  a  alight  information, 
but  the  Justice  to  whom  he  sent  it,  perceiving  how 
trivial  a  thing  it  was,  and  guessing  well  al  the  Drift 
thereof,  refused  it ;  whereupon  Shepherd,  when  driwa 
to  his  last  shift,  communicated  his  resolution  to  Bai 
Lion.  They  laid  their  Heads  together  the  fore  part 
of  the  Night,  and  then  went  to  Work  to  break  out 
which  they  effected  by  Force,  and  got  safe  off  W' 
one  of  Bess  Lion's  old  Lodgings,  where  she  kept  hiill 
secret  for  some  time,  frightening  him  with  Stories  <if 
great  searches  being  made  after  him,  in  order  to<fc- 
tain  him  from  conversing  with  any  other  WoDWB., 
But  yack  being  not  naturally  timorous,  and  haviitf  J 
strong  Inclination  to  be  out  again  in  his  oid  Way, 
with  his  companions,  it  was  not  long  before  he  gave 
her  the  slip,  and  lodged  himself  with  another  ol  his 
Female  Acquaintance,  in  a  little  by-Courl  near  the 
Strand.  Here  one  diaries  Grace  desired  to  becotnc 
an  Associate  witli  him.  Jaek  was  very  ready  U 
take  any  young  Fellow  in  as  a  Partner  of  hw  Vil" 
lanies.  Grace  telling  him  tliat  his  Reason  for  doing 
such  Things  was  to  keep  a  beautiful  Woman  with" 
the  Knowledge  of  his  Relations.       ShtpherJ  3H^ 
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petting  into  the  Acquaintance  of  one  Anthony  Lamb, 
tn  Apprentice  to  Mr.  Carter,  near  St  Clements 
I^urch,  they  inveighled  the  young  man  to  consent  to 
ct  them  in  to  rob  his  Master  s  house.  He  accordingly 
performed  it,  and  they  took  from  Mr.  Barton  who 
odged  there,  Things  to  a  very  considerable  value ; 
3ut  G^riflrr^*  and  iSi^^^^r^  quarrelling  about  the  Division, 
Shepherd  wounded  Grace  in  a  violent  manner,  and  on 
his  Quarrel,  betraying  one  another,  they  were  all 
aken.  Shepherd  only  escaping.  But  the  Misfortune 
li  poor  Lamb  who  had  been  drawn  in,  being  so  very 
^oung,  so  far  prevailed  upon  several  Gendemen  who 
cnew  him,  that  they  not  only  prevailed  to  have  his 
Sentence  mitigated  to  Transportation,  but  also  fur- 
lished  him  with  all  Necessaries  and  procured  an 
3rder,  that  on  his  Arrival  there  he  should  not  be 
old,  as  the  other  Felons  were,  but  that  he  should  be 
eft  at  Liberty  to  provide  for  himself  as  well  as  he 
t>uld. 

It  seems  that  Shepherds  Gang,  which  consisted  of 
ilmself,  his  Brother  Tom,  Joseph  Blake,  alias  Blue- 
kiHy  Charles  Grace  and  Jatnes  Sikes,  to  whose 
Mame  his  Companions  tacked  their  two  favourite 
Syllables,  Hell  and  Fury^  not  knowing  how  to  dis- 
x)se  of  the  Goods  they  had  taken,  made  use  of  one 
^iUiam  Field  for  that  purpose,  who  Shepherd  in  his 
udicrous  Style,  used  to  characterize  thus :  that  he 
vas  a  Fellow  wicked  enough  to  do  anything,  but  his 
vant  of  Courage  permitted  him  to  do  nothing,  but 
arry  on  the  Trade  he  did,  which  was,  that  of  selling 
tolen  Goods  when  put  into  his  hands.  But  Blake  and 
Shepherd  finding  Field  sometimes  dilatory,  and  not 
liinking  it  always  safe  to  trust  him,  they  resolved  to 
lire  a  Warehouse  and  keep  their  Goods  there,  which 
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accordingly  they  did,  near  the  Horseferry  in  Jf 
inimter.  There  they  placed  what  they  had  I 
out  of  Mr.  Kneebones  House,  and  the  Goods  ma 
great  shew  there,  whence  the  People  in  the  Ne 
bourhood  really  took  them  for  honest  Persons, 
had  so  great  wholesale  business  on  their  Hand 
occasioned  their  taking  a  place  there  which  lay 
venient  for  the  Water.  Field  however  import! 
them,  having  got  scent  they  had  such  a  Wareht 
that  he  might  go  and  see  the  Goods,  pretending 
he  had  it  just  now  in  his  power  to  sell  them 
very  great  Price.  They  accordingly  carried 
thither  and  shewed  him  the  Things.  Two  or  t 
Days  afterwards  Field,  though  he  had  not  Cou 
enough  to  rob  anybody  else,  ventured  howevt 
break  open  the  Warehouse,  and  took  every  rag 
had  been  lodged  there.  Not  long  after  Shep 
was  apprehended  for  the  Fact,  and  tried  at  the 
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uidtng  behind  her  in  Ridingf-hoods ;  y^rr/*  no 
oner  eot  his  Head  and  Shoulders  through  be- 
reen  the  Iron  Spikes,  than  by  a  sudden  Spring  his 
ody  followed  with  Ease,  and  the  Women  taking 
m  down  gendy,  he  was  without  Suspicion  of  the 
cepers,  ^although  some  of  them  was  Drinking  at 
le  upper  end  of  the  Lodge)  conveyed  safely  out  of 
e  Lodge-Door^  and  soon  getting  a  Hackney-Coach, 
ent  clear  off  before  there  was  the  least  notice  of  his 
scape ;  which,  when  it  \\'as  known,  ver)-  much  sur- 
ised  the  Keepers,  who  never  Dreamt  of  an  attempt 

that  kind  before.  As  soon  as  yohn  breathed  the 
5sh  Air.  he  went  again  briskly  to  his  old  Employ- 
ent  and  the  first  thing  he  did,  was  to  find  out  one 
fgr,  a  Butcher  of  his  acquaintance  in  Clare-Market^ 
10  dressed  him  up  in  one  of  his  Frocks,  and  then 
Mit  with  him  upon  the  Business  of  raising  Money, 
o  sooner  had  they  set  out,  but  .SlA^j^^n/ remembering 
e  Mr.  Martins,  a  IVatch-Maker^  near  the  Castle- 
ivern^  in  Fleet-street,  and  the  Situation  of  the  Shop, 

prevailed  upon  his  Companion  to  go  thither,  and 
-ewing  a  Gimlet  fast  into  the  Post  of  the  Door, 
ey  then  tied  the  Knocker  thereto  with  a  string,  and 
en  boldly  breaking  the  Glasses,  snatched  three 
'atches  before  a  Boy  that  was  in  the  Shop  (at  the 
me  time)  could  open  the  Door,  and  marched  clear 
".  Shepherd  had  the  impudence  upon  this  occa- 
iQ  to  pass  underneath  A^ezcgate.  However  he  did 
t  long  enjoy  his  Liberty,  for  strolling  about  Fimh- 
^ammoHy  he  was  apprehended  and  committed  to 
ewgate ;  and  was  put  immediately  in  the  Stone- 
wm^  where  they  put  him  on  a  heavy  pair  of  Irons, 
d  then  stapled  him  fast  down  to  the  Floor.  He 
ing  left  there  alone  in  Sessions  time,  most  of  the 
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People  of  the  Gaol  then  attending  at  the  i 
he  with  a  crooked    Nail  opened  the  Lock,  a 
that  means  got  rid  of  his  Chain,  and  went  \ 
to  the  Chimney  in  the  Room,  where  with  in 
Working  he  got  out  a  couple  of  Stones,  and  by  d 
means  into  a  Room  called  the  Red  Room,  where  ^ 
body    had    been  lodged   for  a   considerable 
Here  he  threw  down  a  Door,  which  one  would 
thought  impossible  to  have  been  done  by  the  Str 
of  a  Man.  though  with  ever  so  much  noise, 
hence  with  a  great  deal  to  do,  he  forced  his 
into  the  Chapel,  there  he  broke  a  Spike  off  tl 
forcing  open  by  its  help  four  other  Doors,  g 
last  upon  the  leads.      He   from  thence  de 
gently  by  the  help  of  the  Blanket  on  which  h 
which  he  went  back  through  the  whole  Prison,  i 
the  Leads  of  Mr.  Bird,  a  Turner,  who  lived  i 
Door  to  Newgate,  and  looking  in  at  the  Garret  > 
dow  saw  the  Maid  going  to  Bed.     As  soon  ; 
thought  she  was  asleep,  he  stepped   down    Sta 
went  through  the  Shop,  opened  the  Door,  then  ti 
the  Street,  leaving  the  Door  open  behind  him. 
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BO  sooner  freed  from  the  Incumbrance  that  re- 
ed upon  him,  than  he  came  privately  into  the 
a  that  Night,  and  robbed  Mr.  Raw/ i pis  House, 
wnbroker  in  Dmry-Lane.  Here  he  got  a  very 
I  Boot>%  and  amongst  other  things  a  ver\-  hand- 
j  black  Suit  of  Clothes  and  a  Gold  Watch. 
w  dressed  in  this  Manner,  he  carried  the  Rest  of 
joods  and  valuable  Effects  to  t\vo  Women,  one 
bom  was  a  poor  young  Creature  whom  Shepherd 
seduced,  and  who  was  imprisoned  on  this  Ac- 
L  No  sooner  had  he  taken  Care  of  the  Booty, 
he  went  amongst  his  old  Companions,  Pick- 
ets and  Whores  in  Drury-Lane  and  Clare- 
*k£t.  where  being  accidentally  espied  fuddling  at 
le  Brandy-Shop,  by  a  Boy  belonging  to  an  Alc- 
se,  who  knew  him  ver)'  well,  he  immediately 
:  Information,  upon  which  he  was  apprehended, 
re-conducted  with  a  vast  Mob  to  his  old  Mansion- 
ise  of  Xewgate^  being  so  much  intoxicated  with 
lor.  that  he  hardly  was  sensible  of  his  miserable 
L  However  they  took  effectual  Care  to  prevent 
ird  Escape,  never  suffering  him  to  be  alone  a 
lent,  which  as  it  put  the  Keepers  to  great  Ex- 
ie,  they  took  Care  to  pay  themselves  with  the 
lev  thev  took  of  all  who  came  to  see  him.  In 
last  Confinement  it  was  that  Mr.  Shepherd  and 
Adventures  became  the  sole  Topic  of  Conversa- 
about  Town.  Numbers  flocked  dailv  to  behold 
.  and  he  far  from  being  displeased  at  being  made 
pectacle  of,  entertained  all  who  came  with  the 
itest  Gaiety  that  could  be.  He  acquainted  them 
I  all  his  Adventures,  related  each  of  his  Robberies 
he  most  ludicrous  Manner,  and  endeavoured  to 
c^  ever)'  Circumstance  of  his  flagitious  Life,  as 
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I  well  as  his  Capacity  would  give  him  leave, 
I  say  Truth,  was  excellent  at  Cunning  and  Biifibofw 
rand  nothing  else.  Nor  were  the  Crowds  of 
I  People  on  this  Occasion,  that  thronged  to  Nt 
I  made  iip  of  the  Dregs  of  the  People  only,  fof 
I  there  would  have  been  no  Wonder ;  but  instead 
that,  Persons  of  the  first  Distinction,  and  not  a 
even  dignified  with  Titles.  It  is  certain  that 
Noise  made  about  him,  and  this  Curiosity  of  Pen 
[  of  so  high  a  Rank  was  a  very  great  Misfortuil 
I  the  poor  Wretch  himself,  who  from  lliese  Cm 
I  stances  began  to  conceive  grand  Ideas  of  himsd 
I  well  as  strong  Hopes  of  Pardon,  which  cncoua 
I  him  to  play  over  all  his  Airs,  and  divert  as  nun 
I  thought  it  worth  their  while,  by  tlieir  Prcsww 
I  prevent  a  dying  Man  from  considering    his  I 

■  End,  and  instead  of  repenting  of  his  Crimes,  gll 
tin  rehearsing  them.     Yet  when  Shepherd aaat 
I  Chapel,  it  was  observed  that  all  his  Gaiety  wa 
laside,  and  he  both  heard   and    assisted  with 

I  Attention  at  Divine  Service;  though  upon 
I  Occasions  he  as  much  as  he  could  avoided  refi 

■  Discourse.  Depending  upon  the  Petitioos  he 
I  made  to  several  Noblemen  to  intercede  wil*" 
'  King  for  Mercy,  he  seemed  rather  to  aim  at  div 

his  Time  until  he  received  a  Pardon,  than  toim 
the  few  Days  he  had  to  prepare  himself  fortt 
On  the  I  oth  of  Ncwmiber.  1 7  24,  he  was  by  OM 
removed  to  the  Bar  of  Court  of  Kings  !■ 
f  Wesiminster.  an  AffitiavU  being  made.  thfljH 

■  the  same  John  Shcphrrd  mentitmet]  in  th^^| 
■Conviction  before  read.  Mr.  Justice  Ptfs^^^ 
f  Judgment  against  him,  and  a  Kiile  was  m^H 

KxecutioD  on  tile  l6t]i.  ^H 
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was  the  unaccountable  Fondness  this  Criminal 
I  for  Life,  and  so  unwilling  was  he  to  lose  all 
_  of  preserving  it,  that  he  framed  in  his  Mind 
Ittidutions  of  cutting  the  Rope  when  he  should  be 
jjpKl  in  the  Cart,  thinking  thereby  to  get  amongst 
1^'  Crowd,  and  so  into  Lincoln  s-InH-FieldSy  and 
|fe  thence  to  the  Thames.  For  this  Purpose  he 
IP  provided  a  Knife,  which  was  with  great  Difficulty 
jim  from  him  by  Mr.  IVatson  who  was  to  attend 
hi  to  Death.  Nay,  his  Hopes  were  carried  even 
ll^d  hanging ;  for  when  he  spoke  to  a  Person  to 
Eom  he  gave  what  Money  he  had  remaining,  out  of 
Ife  large  Presents  he  had  received  from  those  who 
■He  to  divert  themselves,  at  Shepherd's  Show,  or 
^mgaU'Fair,  he  most  earnestly  entreated  him,  that 
-  soon  as  possible  his  Body  might  be  taken  out  of 
1^  Hearse  which  was  provided  for  him,  put  into  a 
ftrm  Bed,  and  if  it  were  possible,  some  Blood  taken 
am  him,  for  he  was  in  great  Hopes  that  he  might 
fe  brought  to  Life  again ;  but  if  he  was  not,  he  de- 
red  him  to  defray  the  Expenses  of  his  Funeral,  and 
stum  the  Overplus  to  his  poor  Mother.  Then  he 
ssumed  his  usual  Discourse  about  his  Robberies, 
id  in  the  last  Moments  of  his  Life  endeavoured  to 
iirert  himself  from  the  Thoughts  of  Death ;  yet  so 
cicertain  and  various  was  he  in  his  Behaviour,  that 
e  told  one  whom  he  had  a  great  Desire  to  see  the 
loming  he  died,  that  he  had  then  a  Satisfaction  at 
k  Heart,  as  if  he  was  going  to  enjoy  two  hundred 
knndsper  Annuvt. 

>  At  the  Place  of  Execution,  to  which  he  was  con- 
Bjcd  in  a  Cart  with  Iron  Handcuffs  on.  he  behavetl 
Bnself  very  gravely,  confessing  his  robbing  Mr. 
^kilips  and  Mrs.  Cool\  but  denied  that  Joseph  Blake 
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a  M urderer. 

[S  th':rc  is  not  any  Crime  more  she 
human  Nature,  or  more  contrar\'  to 
human  and  divine  than  Murder,  so 
th^:re  has  been  few  in  these  last  Ye 
milted  accompanied  with  more  odd  Circu; 
than  that  for  which  this  Criminal  suffered. 
//oHssarl  was  born  at  Sedan,  a  Town  in  Cha 
in  the  Kin;^dom  of  France.  His  own  Pa] 
ihai  he  teas  bred  a  Surgeon  and  qualified 
Business  ;  however  that  were,  he  was  here  i 
than  a  Penny  Barber,  only  that  he  let  Bl 
thereby  got  a  little  and  not  much  Money.  ^ 
other  Circumstances  of  his  Life,  mv  Memoir 
full  enough  to  assist  me  in  speaking  there 
can  say  of  him  is,  that  while  his  Wife  Anne 
was  living,  he  married  another  Woman,  and  t 
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nuitted.  Not  long  after  he  was  indicted  for  Bigamy. 
I^n  this  Indictment  he,  scarce  making  any  Defence, 
ps  found  guilty ;  he  said  thereupon,  //  was  fto  more 
mm  he  expected,  and  that  he  did  not  trouble  hintself 
Reserve  so  much  as  his  Reputation  in  this  Respect, 
w  in  the  first  Place  he  kneza  tliey  were  resolved  to 
^nrict  him^  and  in  the  next  he  said,  where  there  was 
w  Faulty  there  was  no  Shame ;  and  that  his  first 
Yife  rvas  a  Socinian,  an  irratiofial  Creature,  and  was 
MtUUd  to  the  Advantages  of  no  Nation  nor  People, 
mouse  she  was  no  Christian  ;  and  accordingly  the 
cripture  says,  with  such  a  One  have  no  Conversation, 
%  not  so  much  as  to  eat  with  them.  But  an  appeal 
mng  lodged  against  him  by  Solomon  Rondeau, 
Irother  and  Heir  to  Anne  his  Wife,  yet  that  appear- 
^  to  be  defective,  it  was  quashed ;  and  he  was 
barged  upon  another,  whereunto  joining  Issue  upon 
ix  Points,  they  came  to  be  tried  at  the  Old-Bailey ; 
riiere  the  following  Circumstances  appeared  upon 
be  Trial 

First,  that  at  the  Time  he  was  at  Supper  at  his 
icw  Wife's  House,  he  started  on  a  Sudden,  looked 
ghast  and  seemed  to  be  very  much  frightened.  A 
tde  Boy  deposed  that  the  Prisoner  gave  him  Money 
>  go  to  his  own  House  in  a  litde  Court,  and  fetch 
be  Mother  of  the  deceased  Anfie  Rotideau  to  a 
lientleman  who  would  be  at  such  a  Place  and  stay 
Mr  her.  When  the  Mother  returned  from  that  Place 
nd  found  nobody  wanting  her,  or  that  had  wanted 
cr,  she  was  very  much  out  of  humour  at  the  Boy's 
aJling  her ;  but  that  quickly  gave  way  to  the  Sur- 
rise  of  finding  her  Daughter  murdered  as  soon  as 
be  entered  the  Room.  This  Boy  who  called  her 
ms  very  young ;  yet  out  of  a  Number  of  Persons 


>.j.:    ix-KT'-^   vpfserved  without  a  1 

^  .■.;■■;,.■>,•.:  >v   \s^<  ***-^'.\:--r.t.  and  that  tl: 

,  .  ■  ^     ■'         ■'.■.■.  \ ..:  thev  could 

•v.  cii   !r..r'    :  *  :::o  like  ICt'l 
V    ..L  \i' r"  iiDi   ir.ii;: '".•■'.  V. ".:!:  that;  lit 
.  .  ...■'ij'd  \n  iii.ikc  anv  oir.'.r  I  ^.-fence. 
.  •."  v*':bKinn«d  1  Idle  amoiiL^^st  :::-.-  rv.st  of  1 
r./-^.  ii«*  Ixh.ivtMl  himsiir  in  a  ver.    :<ld  Ma 
•^\i«-d  iipnii  ii  ihai  In-  w.is  innocen:  of  the 
..  W\>  ChaiLZf,  and   llni'W  (Uit  mos:  ; :  vTobi 
iiau^'   a-'ainst   ihi-  Court  that  cor/.cinncd 
whim   \\r  was  advisr«l   to  lay  aside   sisch 
passional**  I'-xpn'ssions,  lu;  said,  //e  Zi.:7S  sch 
not  more  fully  cxf^osc  Urilish  yiisticc  upon  i 
the  Old  Itaili-y.  inul  that  now  since  they  lu 
iiis  Hands  from  aetint^,  he  would  at  least  > 
faction  in  sayinj^  li'hat  he  pleased. 

When    this  Houssart  was   first   appreh 
appeared  to  be  very  nnich  affected  "•♦^^  '  ' 
was  continualh'  - 
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would  have  given  leave,  attempted  to  puzzle 
:oo,  as  to  the  Doctrines  of  a  future  State,  and 
lentical  Resurrection  of  the  Body,  saying,  he 
not  be  persuaded  of  the  Tnith  thereof  in  a 
1  Sense ;  that  when  the  individual  Frame  of 
1  which  he  bore  about  him  was  once  dead,  and 

being  Flesh  became  again  Clay,  he  did  not 
r  conceive  or  believe,  that  it,  after  lying  in  the 
d,  or  disposed  of  otherwise,  perhaps  for  the 
e  of  a  Thousand  Years,  should  at  the  last  Day 
animated  by  the  Soul  which  possessed  it  now, 
>ecome  answerable  even  to  eternal  Punishment, 
Irimes  committed  so  long  ago.  It  was  he  said 
little  agreeable  to  the  Notions  he  entertained  of 
infinite  Mercy  of  God,  and  therefore  he  chose 
IT  to  look  upon  such  Doctrines  as  Errors  received 
Education,  than  torment  and  afflict  himself  with 
Terrors  which  must  arise  from  such  a  Belief 
Mr.  DeveU  after  he  had  answered  as  well  as  he 
1  these  Objections  once,  refused  to  hearken  a 
id  Time  to  any  such  Discourses,  and  was  obliged 
ave  Recourse  to  harsh  Language  to  oblige  him 
isist     In  the  Meanwhile  his  Brother  came  over 

Hollandy  on  the  News  of  this  dreadful  Misfor 
,  and  went  to  make  him  a  Visit  in  the  Place  of 
"onfinement  while  under  Condemnation,  to  con- 
with  him  on  the  heavy  Weight  of  his  Misfor- 
s.  Instead  of  receiving  the  Kindness  of  his 
her  in  the  Manner  it  deserved.  Houssart  began 
ake  Light  of  the  Affair,  and  treated  the  Death  of 
Vife  and  his  own  Confinement  in  such  a  Manner, 
his  Brother  leaving  him  abruptly,  went  back  to 
bnu/more  shocked  at  the  Brutality  of  his  Beha- 
r,  than  grieved  for  the  Misfortune  which  had 
Den  him. 

V 


ticularly.  wnen  tiie  ^pancs  new  quicUy  on 
Charcc^l  Fire :  he  said  to  Shepherd^  Met,  m 

thrrr  :.'/rr    o  miiiy  liullets  that  might  beat  tk 

(l-t-rn    ii^tiiut   »fnr   hari,  and   tncu    I   7ni^ht 
Sainson. 

1 1  was  n'-ar  a  Month  b^rfore  he  was  call 
nc «:iv«-  .^<:nt^:ncf:.  after  which  he  made  no  s 
'^•ivin;'.  that  since  ihev  had  found  him  ^njiltv  o 
niiiin;^.  ili'-y  should  not  He,  he  would  ver 
ludjL^nvni  \i\  cuttin;^  his  own  Throat,  upo 
whrn  s(»rnc!  whc>  were  in  the  same  sad  S: 
hiinsi-lf.  olijrcied  to  him  how  ^reat  a  Cn"] 
Mnrd<T  wa?» :  he  immediately  made  Ans 
w.iN  >.,iiisiied  it  was  no  Crime  at  all.  and  u 
in-  U'll  iM  ar;^uin;^^  in  favour  of  the  Mortalil 
Soul,  as  if  certiiin  that  it  died  with  the  B 
riidtavourin^  to  cover  his  Opinions  with  fals€ 
*»n  ihal  I\\t  in  Gemsis,  where  it  is  said.  / 
ffrati'uci  into  Man  a  living  SouL  from  wJ 
wtnikl  \\A\v  inferred,  that  uhcn  a  Man  ceaseik 
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jpi/  by  the  Parsons?  that  the  Detail  is  a  real 
}img  f  that  our  good  God  punishes  Souls  for  ever 
iever  f  that  Hell  is  full  of  Flames  front  tnateriai 
ft ;  and  that  this  Body  of  mine  shall  feel  it  f  Well, 
\  may  beliei^e  it  if  you  please,  but  it  is  so  with  nu 
tf  /  cannot. 

Sometimes,  however,  he  would  lay  aside  the  Scep- 
il  Opinions  for  a  time,  talk  in  another  strain,  and 
pear  mightily  concerned  at  the  Misfortunes  he  had 
iwn  upon  his  second  Wife  and  Child ;  he  would 
m  speak  of  Providence,  and  the  Decrees  of  God, 
di  much  seeming  Submission,  would  own  that  he 
d  been  guilty  of  many  and  grievous  Offences,  say, 
kf  the  Punishment  of  God  was  just,  and  desired  the 
^ers  of  tlie  Minister  of  the  Place,  and  those  that 
Te  about  hifn. 

When  he  reflected  on  the  Grief  it  would  give  his 
ither,  near  ninety  Years  old,  to  hear  of  his  Misfor- 
les,  and  that  his  Son  should  be  shamefully  executed 
the  Murder  of  his  Wife  ;  he  was  seen  to  shed 
ars,  and  to  appear  very  much  afflicted,  but  as  soon 
these  Thoughts  were  a  litde  out  of  his  Head,  he 
umed  his  former  Temper,  and  was  continually 
:ing  Questions  in  relation  to  the  Truth  of  the 
spel  Dispensation,  and  the  Doctrines  therein  taught 
Rewards  and  Punishments  after  this  Life.  Being 
frenchman,  and  not  perfectly  versed  in  our  Lan- 
^e,  a  minister  of  the  reformed  Church  of  that 
ition  was  prevailed  upon  to  attend  him.  Houssart 
jcived  him  with  tolerable  Civility,  seemed  pleased 
It  he  should  pray  by  him,  but  industriously 
ved  all  Discourses  of  his  Guilt,  and  even  fell 
t  into  violent  Passions  if  a  Confession  was  pressed 
Ml  him  as  a  Duty.      In  this  strange  way  he  con- 


'^  '  he  heard  that  also  seemingly  with  much  Cai 

when  he  was  asked  immediatelv  after  to  unl 

h\>  L' ' *n^c'u:r.rf:  in  Re-jA-ct  of  the  Death  of  h' 
h*:  nr^t  f^nly  refii>ed  it.  but  aK-.i  exjjprss'rd  a  ^': 
<]ii::n.'ilion.  that  he  should  be  tormented  las  h' 
it)  to  confess  a  Thintf  of  which  he  was  not 
In  the  Kvenin;^'  uf  that  I)aythe  Koreijrn  ? 
and  he  whr^se  I  )utv  it  was  to  attend  him.  \xyit, 
iijxjn  him  at  Ni^dit  in  order  to  Discourse  w; 
r>n  thov:  siran^^c  Notions  he  had  of  the  Mor 
the  Sriul.  and  a  total  Cessation  of  Beinjj^  ai 
Lih:.  but  whrn  they  came  to  speak  to  him 
PurpMMfj.  \\K  ^air].  they  mi;:^/ii  spare  thcmsel: 
.  i?'^i(?iieuis  upon  that  Jieaei.  for  he  beliaeel  a  ( 
a  Resurrection  as  firinh  as  Ihev  did.  Th< 
di^»cour^^ed  to  him  of  the  Nature  of  a  sumc: 
p»:ntance,  and  r»f  the  I)uty  incumlxrnt  upon 
c«.»nfesN  that  ^^reat  Crime  f(»r  which  he  was  cone 
and   thereby  i/ive  Glor\  unto  (irxJ.      He  fe!i 


«  ■  'I 
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\  was  to  apply  for  a  Reprieve  ;  but  finding  it 
e  Relations  of  his  deceased  Wife  from  whom 

to  expect  it  he  laid  aside  all  those  Hopes,  as 
ring  it  rightly  a  Thing  impossible  to  prevail 
'eople  to  spare  his  Life,  who  had  almost  undone 
Ives  in  Prosecuting  him.  In  the  Morning  of 
ly  of  Execution  he  was  very  much  disturbed 
p^  refused  the  Sacrament,  which  as  the  Minister 
m,  c(^uld  not  be  sfiven  him  bv  the  Canon  with- 

Confession.  Yet  this  did  not  prevail;  he  said, 
lei  die  then  without  receiving  it,  as  he  had  before 
■ed  a  French  Minister,  who  said,  Lezois  Hous- 
'pice  you  are  cofidanned  on  full  Eridence,  apui  I 
Reason  but  to  beliez'e  you  guilty,  I  must,  as  a 
\istor  inform  you,  that  if  you  persist  in  this 
\  a  fid  Die  witfiout  Confession,  you  can  look  for 

r  but  to  be  D ;  to  which  Houssart  replied, 

ist  look  for  Damnation  to  yourself  for  judging 
iity,  ichen  you  knoio  nothing  of  the  Matter. 
onfused  frame  of  Mind  he  continued  in,  until 
^red  the  Cart  for  his  Execution,  persisting  all 
ay  he  went  in  like  Declaration  of  Innocence, 
I  sometimes  intermixed  with  short  Prayers  to 

forgive  his  manifold  Sins  and  Offences.* 
the  Place  of  Execution  he  turned  x^ty  pale 
^w  ver)'  sick.  The  Ministers  told  him,  they 
not  pray  by  him,  unless  he  would  confess  the 
r  for  which  he  died.  He  said,  he  tuas  z*ery 
hr  that,  but  if  they  zoould  not  pray  by  hifn  he 
w(  help  it,  he  zcould  not  confess  what  he  teas 
ignorant  of;  he  persisted  even  at  the  Moment 
ig  tied  up,  and  when  such  Exhortations  were 
epeated,  he  said,  Pray  do  not  torment  ine.  Pray 
mibling  of  me  :  /  tell  you  /will  not  make  luv- 
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>.eif  tcorse  than  I  am,  and  so  saying,  he  gave  i 
Cihost :  without  any  private  Prayer  when  left ; 
or  calling  upon  God  or  Christ  to  receive  his  ! 
He  delivered,  however,  a  Paper,  the  Copy  of 
follows,  to  the  Minister  of  Newgate,  from  when 
Readers  will  receive  a  more  exact  Idea  of  the 
from  this  his  Draught  of  himself,  than  from  an 
ture  I  can  draw. 

T/ie  Paper  delivered  by  Lewis  Houssart  at  his  i 

I,  Lewis  Houssart,  am  forty  Ymrs  old,  am 
born  in  Sedan  a  Town  in  Campaigne,  fiear  BouU 
/  have  left  France  above  fourteen  Years.  I  iw 
prenticed  to  a  Surgeon  at  Amsterdam,  and 
Examination  was  allowed  by  tht  College  to  bequ 
for  that  Business.  I  intended  to  go  on  boara  t 
as  Surgeon;  but  I  could  nei'er  hate   my  Mea 
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Tk^r  Life  of  Charles  Towers,  a  Minter  in 

Wapping. 

TWITHSTAXDING  it  must  be  appa- 
rent, even  to  an  ordinarj*  L'nderstanding, 
that  the  Law  must  be  executed,  both  in 
civil  and  criminal  Cases,  and  that  without 
1  Execution  those  who  live  under  its  Protection 
lid  be  unsafe,  yet  it  happens  so,  that  those  who 
the  Smart  of  its  Judgment,  though  drawn  upon 
n  bv  their  own  Misdeeds,  Follies,  or  Misfortunes, 
ch  the  Law  of  Man  cannot  remedy  or  prevent, 
alwaj-s  clamouring  against  its  supposed  Severity, 
making  dreadful  Complaints  of  the  Hardships 
^  from  thence  sustain.  This  Disposition  hath 
aged  Numbers  under  these  unhappy  Circum- 
ices  to  attempt  screening  themselves  from  the 
■our  of  the  Laws  bv  shelterinqf  in  certain  Places, 
ire  bv  virtue  of  their  own  Authoritv,  or  rather 
cessities,  they  set  up  a  Right  of  Exemption  and 
eavour  to  establish  a  Power  of  preser\ing  those 
>  live  within  certain  limits  from  being  pmsecutetl 
srding  to  the  usual  Course  of  the  Law.  Anci- 
ly  indeed,  there  were  several  Sanctuaries  which 
tended  on  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion,  and 
ch  were  of  course  destroyed  when  Poper\'  was 
en  away  by  Law.  However  those  who  had 
Itered  themselves  in  them,  kept  up  such  Exemp- 
L  and  bv  Force  withstood  whenever  civil  Officers 
anpted  to  execute  Process  for  Debt,  and  that  so 
orouslv,  that  at  Leui^th  thev  secnuil  to  have  es- 
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tablishetl  by  Prescription  what  was  directly  i 
Law.  And  these  pretended  privileged  Plai 
creased  at  last  to  such  a  Degree,  that  the  L 
ture  in  the  N inth  Year  of  K ing  li'illian 
obliged  to  make  Provision  by  a  Clause  in  : 
of  Pariiament.  requiring  the  Sheriffs  of  Londoi 
dlesex,  and  Surrey,  the  head  Bailiff  of  the 
Liberty,  or  the  Bailiff  oi  Surrey,  under  the  i 
of  one  hundred  Founds,  to  execute  with  the 
tance  of  ^^ posse  ComitaUts  an)'  U'rii  or  /( 
directed  to  them,  for  seizing  any  Person  with< 
pretended  privileged  Places;  such  as  H'/iiU-. 
the  Savoy.  Salisbury-Cotirl.  Rain- Alley. 
Court,  Fuller s- Rents,  Baldwins  Gardens.  Mo 
Close  or  the  Minories.  Mint,  Clink,  or  Dead 
Plaee,  at  the  same  Time  ordering  Assistai 
executing  the  Law,  to  the  Sheriff  or  other  Ft 
endeavouring  to  apprehend  any  Person  or  1 
in  such  Places  as  afortsaid,  with  ver\'  great  P^ 
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i  Kinor,  the  Mint,  as  it  was  commonly  called, 
lated  in  the  Parish  of  St.  George  s^  Soutlnoark, 
the  County  of  Surrey,  was  taken  away,  and  the 
nishment  of  Transportation,  and  even  Death  in- 
ted  upon  such  who  should  persist  in  maintaining 
ir  pretended  privilecjes.  Yet  so  far  did  the  Go- 
•nment  extend  its   ^Iercv,  as  to  suffer  all   those 

0  at  the  time  of  passing  the  Act  were  actually 
dterers  in  the  Mint,  so  diat  they  made  a  just  Dis- 
er)-  of  their  Effects,  to  be  discharged  from  any 
prisonment  of  their  Persons,  for  any  Debts  con- 
:ted  before  that  Time.    By  this  Act  of  Parliament, 

Privilege  of  the  Mint  was  totally  taken  away 
[  destroN'ed  ;  the  Persons  who  had  so  many  Years 
ported  themselves  therein  w^ere  dissipated  and 
>ersed.     Many  of  them  getting  again  into  Debt, 

1  associatinqr  themselves   with  other  Persons   in 
same  Condition,  they  with  unparalleled    Impu- 

ce,  attempted  to  set  up  towards  Wapping^  new 
•^ileged  Jurisdiction  under  the  Tide  of  the  Sn^en 
'£s  of  Refuge,  and  in  this  Attempt  were  much  fur- 
led and  directed  by  one  Major  Santloe,  formerly 
istice  of  the  Peace ;  but  being  turned  out  of  Com- 
sion,  he  came  first  a  Shelterer  here,  and  after- 
ds  a  Prisoner  in  the  Fleet.  But  these  People 
le  an  addition  to  those  Laws  which  had  formerly 
n  established  in  such  illegal  Sanctuaries,  for  they 
vided  large  Books  in  which  they  entered  the 
mes  of  Persons  who  entered  into  their  Associa- 
I,  swearing  to  defend  one  another  against  all 
iiffs  and  such  like  ;  in  Consequence  of  which, 
f  verj'  often  rescued  Prisoners  out  of  Custody,  or 
n  entered  the  Houses  of  Officers  for  that  purpose. 
Longst  the  Number  of  these  unhapp)*  People  who. 
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by  protecting  themselves  against  the  L 
ments  of  the  Law,  involved  themselves 
Difficulties,  and  at  last  drew  on  the  gr 
most  hea\y  Sentence  which  it  could  Pron* 
him  we  now  speak  of. 

Charles  Towers  was  a  Person  whose  Circ 
had  been  for  many  Years  bad  ;  and  in  ore 
trieve  them  he  had  turned  Gamester.     For 
or  two  it  seems  he  engaged  for  the  Payment 
considerable  Debt  for  a  Friend,  who  not  \ 
at  his  Time,  Tourers  was  obliged  to  fly  for 
into  the  Old  .\fint.  then  in    Existence :    bi 
obli;^ed  soon  after  to  quit  that,  he  went  into  t 
which    was  just  then    setting   up,    and    wh( 
Shelterers  took  upon  them  to  act  more  licei 
and  with  greater  Outrages  towards  the    Offit 
Justice,    than    the    People  in   any  other  Plac 
done.        Particularly    lliey 
which  a  Person 
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ing  their  Clothes  off  their  Backs,  and  even  en- 
gering  their  Lives. 
One  West,  who  had  got  amongst  them,  being 
rested  by  yo/i9t  Errington,  who  carried  him  to  his 
^ouse  by  Wapping  Wall,  the  Sheltcrcrs  in  the 
r  ^eu)  Mint  no  sooner  heard  thereof,  but  assembling 
i  ^Hi  a  Sunday  Morning  in  a  great  Number,  with  Guns, 

i'^  Swords,  Staves,  and  other  offensive  Weapons,  they 
.  >ent  to  the  House  of  said  yohn  Errington,  and  there 
'  terrifying  and  affrighting  the  Persons  in  the  House, 
#    rescued  yohn  West^  pursuant  as  they  said  to  their 
5     Oaths,  he  being  registered  as  a  protected  Person  in 
their  Books  of  the  Seven  Cities  of  Refuge.     In  this 
Expedition  Charles  Toxi*ers  was  very  forward,  being 
dr»sed  with  only  a  Blue-Pea- Jacket,  without  Hat, 
Wig,  or  Shirt,  with  a  large  Stick  like  a  Quarter-Staff 
in  his  Hand,  his  Face  and  Breast  being  so  blackened 
that  it  appeared  to  be  done  with  Soot  and  Grease, 
contrar}^  to  the  Statute  made  against  those  called 
Waltliam  Blacks,  and  done  after  the   first    Day  of 
yune^  \T2'^,  when  that  Statute  took  Place. 

Upon  an  Indictment  for  this,  the  Fact  being  very 
fully  and  clearly  proved,  the  Jur)',  notwithstanding 
his  Defence,  which  was,  that  he  was  no  more  dis- 
guised than  his  Necessity  obliged  him  to  be,  not 
having  wherewith  to  provide  himself  Clothes,  and 
his  Face  perhaps  dirty  and  daubed  with  Mud,  found 
him  Guilty,  and  he  thereupon  received  Sentence  of 
Death. 

Before  the  Execution  of  that  Sentence,  he  insisted 
strenuously  on  his  Innocence  as  to  the  Point  on  which 
he  was  found  Guilty  and  Condemned,  :'/.::.,  having 
his  Face  blacked  and  disguised  within  the  Intent  and 
Meaning  of  tiie  Statute  :  but  he  readily  acknowledged 


lat  he  had  been  often  present  and  assisted  at 
^ock  Courts  of  Justices  as  were  held  in  the  Nta 
^Mhti,  though  he  absolutely  denied  sitting  as  Judge, 
when  one  Sir.  M'estwood,  a  Bailiff,  was  most  abomi- 
nably abused,  by  an  order  of  that  pretended  Court 
He  seemed  fully  sensible  of  the  Ills  and  Injuries  be 
had  committed,  by  being  concerned    amongst  sud 
People,  but  often  said  that  he  thought  the  Bailifls, 
had  sufficiently   revenged    themselves  by  tht:   cnid 
treatment    they  had.  used  the  riotous  Persons  widij 
when  they  fell  within  their  Power;  particularly  sine? 
tlicy  hacked  and  chopped  a  Carpenter's  right  Arm  " 
such  a  manner,  that  it  was  obliged  to  he  cut  oft";  h 
abused  others  in  so  terrible  a  Degree,  that  they  wot 
not  able  to  Work  or  do  anything  for  their  Livii^ 
he  himself  having  received  several  large  Cuts  nvf^ 
die  Head,  which  tliough  received  several  W'ri^tks  I 
fore,  yet  were  in  a  very  bad  Condition  at  the  time 
his  Death. 

As  to  Disguises,  he  constandy  averred  ihej'  we 
never  practised  in  the  Nciv  Alini.  He  owned  tli 
had  some  Masqncradei  amongst  them,  to  whidi 
amongst  others  had  gone  in  the  Dress  of  a  J/kU 
and  his  Face  all  covered  with  White,  but  as 
any  blacking  or  other  means  to  prevent  his  F; 
being  known  when  he  rescued  ]V€st,  he  had  no 
but  on  the  Contrary,  was  in  his  usual  Habit,  as 
the  Rest  were  that  accompanied  him.  He  franl^ 
as  well  as  he  could,  a  Petition  for  Mercy,  settit^forl 
the  Circumstances  of  the  Thing,  and  the  HwU 
he  conceived  for  suffering  ujxjn  tlie  bare  ConstniA 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament :  he  set  forth  lilcewistj' 
e  Condition  of  his  Wife  and  tw< 
ady,  she  being  also   big  of  a  Third. 
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)n  she  presented  to  his  Miytsty  at  the  Council 
jmbcr  Doof\  but  the  Necessity*  there  was  of  pre- 
iting  such  Combinations  for  obstructing  Justice, 
dered  it  of  none  Effect  Upon  her  return,  and 
xyrs  being  acquainted  with  the  Event,  he  said,  he 
5  contented,  that  he  went  willingly  into  a  Land  of 
iet  from  a  World  so  troublesome  and  so  tor- 
iting  as  this  had  been  to  him  ;  then  he  kneeled 
m  and  prayed  with  great  Fervency  and  Devotion, 
r  which  he  appeared  ver)'  composed  and  shewed 
Rage  against  the  Prosecutor  and  Witnesses  w^ho 

brouifht  on  his  Death,  as  is  too  often  the  Case 
1  Men  in  his  miserable  Condition. 
)n  the  Day  appointed  for  his  Execution,  he  was 
ned  in  a  Cart  to  a  Gallow^s  whereon  he  was  to 
"er  in  JVapphi^.  The  Crowd,  which  is  not  com- 
1  on  such  Occasions,  Lamenting  him,  and  pouring 
m  showers  of  Tears,  he  himself  behaving  wnth 
at  Calmness  and  Intrepidity,  After  Prayers  had 
n  said,  he  stood  up  in  the  Cart,  and  turning  to- 
xls  the  People,  professed  his  Innocence  in  being 
3isguise  at  the  time  of  rescuing  Mr.  litest,  with 

strongest  Asseverations ;  said,  M^/  it  ukis  Capt. 
rkland  and  fwi  himself,  who  sat  as  yudgc  upon 
.  Jones  tlu  Bailiff,  though  as  he  complained  lu  had 
r  ill-used  xcliilc  he  remained  a  Prisoner  upon  that 
re.  To  this  he  added,  that  for  the  Robberies  and 
:fts  icith  zchich  he  icaschargat  they  zcere  Falsities, 
\e  icas  a  dying  Man,  Money  ifideed  he  said,  might 
^hahn  out  of  the  Breeches  Pockets  of  the  Bailiff 
v/  he  z^uis  ditihcd,  but  that  ichether  it  teas  or  xoas 
so.  hi  icas  no  fudge,  for  he  Picvcr  sazc  any  of  it, 
it  as  to  any  design  of  breaking  open  Sir  Isaac 
liard\s  I/ouse  he  zcas  innocent  of  that  also  ;  in  fine. 


Tht  Lift  of 


J 


he  ow-ned  thai  the  Judgment  of  God  was  exc*  _ 
just  for  the  many  Offences  he  commined ;  but  than 
the  Sentence  of  the  Law  was  too  severe,  because  (asj 
he  uoderstood  it)  he  had  done  Nothing  cutpahin 
within  the  Intent  of  the  Satute  on  which  he  dicdJ 
After  this  he  inveighed  for  some  lime  agaiiun 
liliffs,  and  then  cr>ii^  with  V'ehemency  to  God  tn 
eivc  his  Spirit  he  gave  up  the  Ghost,  on  the  4lil 
\  yatmary,  1724-5. 

LHowe\'er.  the  Death   of    ToKm   might  prevefll 
£  committing  such  Facts  as  breaking  open  ihl 
_  s  of  Bailiff^  and  setting  Prisoners  at  Liberty^ 

yet  it  did  not  quite  stifle  or  destroy  those  Atteiii|«I 
which  necessitous  People  made  for  screening  UwB 
selves  frxjm  public  Justice,  insomuch  that  the  Go 
vemment  on  frequent  Complaints  were  obliged  fl 
last  to  cause  a  Bill  to  be  brought  into  Parliameoc  V 
the  preventing  such  Anempts  for  the  Future,  whT 
upon  in  the  nth  Year  of  the  late  King 
into  a  Law  to  this  Effect  TTtaf  if  any  Xumhtr\ 
PtnoHS  not  less  than  Tkra,  asscuxU  /''i-'ufrhnM 
-  /•  /Af  Hitmlti  0/  Wappir' . 
•  PUit  XL'Ukim  the  Bills  c/  '• 
■  tMemselits  /n-mt  tkfir  iK 
E  tkertcf,  by  preunimcKt  vj  n  ijrjiui  jitry,A^ 
'itisiriKt  any  OffUer  Ugaliy  ampout-rtti  and 9C 
iin  i/u  Exfntiien  0/  any  Writ  ,/  fr.i 
latHsl  any  Prrsom  ivMatsoertr.  • 
pig  or  kiHiUriHg  should  hurt.  -- 
f*ersoH  ;  then  any  Offender  ton:  ( 

oi/rf  suffer  as  a  Prion,  ami  be  //'.; 
Ytars  in  like  Maunfr  as  other  Pet 
W^wtfil.     And  it  is  further  enacted  by  I 
That  Hfxm  applititiion  made   to  tkt  ,' 
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r/.  07it  ofichuh  the  Writs  therein  mentioned  ixre 
^>£KSifA/«  ///<"  aforesaiei  judge,  if  he  see  /*ro/ef\  may 
nt  a  ITarnjnt  direetly  to  the  Sheriff,  or  other 
person  to  raise  the  Posse  comitatiis,  xchere  there 
mm\  Probability  of  Resista^tee :  and  if  in  the  Exeeu- 
o/sueh  It^apyant  afty  Distnrbanee  should  happen. 
a  Reseue  be  made,  then  the  Persons  assistinc  In 
4KJi  Reseue.  or  who  harbour  or  eomeal  the  Persons 
S0  resetted  shall  be  transported  for  seven  J  \ars  in  like 
Manner  as  if  eonz'ieted  0/  Felony  ;  but  all  Indietments 
mpom  this  Statute,  are  to  be  lOMmeneed  in  siv  Jfonths 
^ter  the  Faet  eommitted. 


The  Li/e  0/ Thomas  Anderson,  a  Scotch  Thitf. 

MONGST  a  Multitude  of  Tragical  Adven- 
tures it  is  with  some  Satisfaction  that  I 
mention  the  Life  of  a  Person  who  was  of 
the  Number  of  those  few,  which  take  warn- 
ing in  Time,  and  having  once  felt  the  Rod  of  Afflic- 
tion, fear  it  ever  afterwcuxls.  TMwias  ^-Inde^rson.  was 
the  Son  of  reputable  Parents  in  the  City  of  Abenleen 
in  Scodand.  His  Father  was  of  the  Number  of 
those  unhappy  People  who  went  over  to  I^irien 
when  the  Seots  made  their  Setdement  there,  in  the 
Reign  of  the  late  King  iniliapn.  His  Son  Thomas 
being  left  under  the  Care  of  his  Mother  then  a 
\Vidow\  his  Education  thus  suffered,  and  he  was 
put  Apprentice  to  a  Glacier,  although  his  Father  had 
been  a  Man  of  some  Fashion,  and  the  Bov  alwa\"s 
educated  with  Hopes  of  living  genteelly :  however 
he  is  not  the  first  that  has  been  deceived,  thouirh  he 


■r:,r  JJfr  of 

:ar„  tr.L.:  at  his  first  jroin^'  to  r:=  * 
Ai.-  sv  L'r»:at  ab  had  v»:rr  r.:^T.  k: 
:':■.:'-'-  h'jwfrv»:r  with  h;5  Ms.?:^'. 
;  T-.ii;;::'^  bo'd  wi'Ji  abo-jt  r.:n»:G-:-' 
T:^;n  of  hi-^  Mother  =  :  h<?  irx-re: 


tn*: 


■eafist  sj:>eed 


Ii'(tH'/ur_;'i:.  'J\-m  ivai  s'-nsibV  tnou^h  hft  ?'-'.■-.-; 
pjr^j'.'J.  in'J  h'^rir;^  of  a  Shi;^  ready  to  s£.^  '.r>. 
J.:iih  i<jr  /.'.■»■!'■.'».  h*;  wrnt  on  V.rard  it.  ari  :r.  :.:■ 
J>;i\>  V'p.':  iiavini;  a  fair  Wind  they  arHv^i  ir.  a 
/I'/TiV  of  yVi'inif  .  T:m{  had  the  Prtca'jtio-.  a?  -ya 
;i>  fi'-  -ol  o!!  Shor':.  10  tak';  a  Lod^jin:;  \r.-c"z.'. 
Slf'-l  :i':;;r  liur-SUKt.  in  Wappin^.  Th^r*h*^:: 
ht»  Things :  and  his  Stock  being  now  dvin 
twelve  Guineas,  be  put  two  of  them  in  bis  Fob,  i 
hiK  Mother's  old  Gold  WaUh.  wbidi  he  had  lik 
brought  along  with   him,  and   then  went* 

the  Town.      He  had  not  wji ~~ 

whil 
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r  a  considerable  Time  spent  in  Parley,  it  >\-as  at 
ajxreed  that  he  should  pass  for  her  Husband 
\\  come  from  Sea :  and  this  being  agnreed  on.  the 
dlady  was  called  up,  and  the  Stor\*  told  in  Form. 
\  Name  the  Woman  assumevl  was  that  of  yohn- 
and  Tom  consequendy  was  obliged  to  go  by  the 
e ;  so  after  Compliments  expressed  on  all  Sides 
his  safe  Return,  a  Supper  was  provided,  and  about 
I  o'clock  they  went  to  Bed  together.  Whether 
diing  had  been  put  in  the  Drink,  or  whether  it  was 
•  owing  to  the  Quantity  he  had  Drunk,  he  slept 
;  sound  until  Eleven  o'Clock  in  the  Mominof. 
n  he  was  awakened  bv  a  Knockinsr  at  the  Door, 
n  which  getting  up  to  open  it.  he  was  surprised 
indinor  the  Woman  orone,  and  more  so  at  see- 
the  Key  thrown  under  the  Door.  However,  he 
:  it  up  and  opened  it,  his  Landlady  then  delivereil 
a  Letter,  which  as  soon  as  she  was  ofone  he 
led.  and  found  it  to  nm  in  these  Terms : 

^E-\R  Sir. 

\nt  must  kncfic  thai  for  about  three  Years  I  have 
an  unfortunate  Woman^  that  is.  have  eonversed 
\  many  of  vour  Sex.  as  I  have  done  2cith  you.  I 
'  not  tell  you  that  you  made  me  a  Present  of  7chat 
tey  you  had  about  you  last  Xi^ht  after  the  Reekon- 
over  the  li  'ay  at  the  George  zvas  /aid,  I  told 
Landlady  zvhen  I  zvt  nt  out  this  Mornincr^  that  I 
going  to  bring  home  some  Linen  for  Shirts  :  you 
best  say  so  too.  and  so  you  may  ^v  axi*ay  tcithout 
se :  for  as  I  ozve  her  above  Three  Pounds  for 
'§ing.  'tis  Odds,  but  as  you  said  last  iVight  you 
r  my  Husband,  she  zcill  put  you  to  Trouble,  and 
J  think  would  be  hard,  for  to  be  sure  you   have 
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paid  dear  enoit^/t  for  your  Frolic.  I  hope  yon  w 
forgive  this  Presumption,  and  I  am  yours  next  Tt 
yon  meet  me.  Jane  Johssos. 

Ttnn  w.'Ls  not  a  little  chagrined  at  this  Accide 
especially  when  he  found  that  not  only  the  Remain 
of  his  two  (iuineas,  but  also  his  Mother's  old  Wal 
and  a  ( jnld  Chain  and  Rin^  was  gone  into  the  B 
gain.  now<;ver,  he  thought  it  best  to  take' 
Woman's  Word,  and  so  coming  down  and  putting 
the  Ijcst  air  he  could,  he  told  his  Landlady  he  ho( 
his  Wife  would  bring  the  Linen  home  Time  enoi 
to  go  to  Ilreakfast,  and  that  in  the  meanwhile 
would  go  to  the  Coffee-House  and  read  the  Ne 
The  Woman  said,  it  x^as  very  well,  and  Tom  getl 
to  thtr  Wat<;r  Side,  directed  them  to  row  to  the  St 
nean-st  to  his  Lodging  by  HurrStrecl,  ruminatii^ 
the  Way  h<*  went  on  the  Accident  which  had  befa 
him.     The  Rumours  of  fonathatt  Wild,  then  in 
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S»et  01U  accordingly.     About  the  M  iddle  of  Chea^ 
a  well  dressed   Gentleman  came    up    to    him 
!nd,  saj-s  he.  /  have  heard  you  ash  Jive  or  si 
ipU  as  I  fottovMd  you  your  Way  to  Burr-Street 
Jm  going  thither,  and  so  if  you'll  walk  along  wUk 
itiuili  save  you  lahjur  of  mking  farther  Questions. 
readily  accepted  the  Gentleman's  Civility,  and 
on  ihey  irudKcd  until   they  came  within  twenty 
ids   of   the    I'lace,    and    into    Tom's    knowledge. 
Iiajf    Man.  then  siys  the  Stranger,  sime  I  have 
mtyau  the  lU'ay  home,  yon  must  not  refuse  drink- 
■fl  Pint  toUh  me  at  a  Taz>ern  hard  by  of  my  Ac- 
No  sooner  were  they  entered  and  sat 
but  a  third    Person  was  introduced  to  their 
iny.  as  an   Acquaintance  of  the  former.     A 
id  Sup|icr  was  provided,  and  when  they  had  drank 
t  a   Hint  of  Wine  apiece,  says  the  Gentleman 
brought  him  thither  \.v>  Anderson,  you  seem  an 
rsiamling  young  Felltnv  ;  I  fancy  your  Circnm- 
w  are  not  the  best ;  tonu.  if  you  have  a  tolerabU 
i  nnd  any  Courage,  I'll  put  you  in  a  Way  to  livg 
■y  as  you  can  wish.      Tom  pricked  up  his  Ears 
this  Motion,  and  told  him,  that  truly  as  to  his. 
■mstantes  he  had  guessed  very  right,  and  hoped 
w/</  be  so  good  as  to  put  him  into  any  Road  of 
[f  itJte  a  (tenlieman,  {f>r  to  say  Truth,  Sir,  it  was 
<  iAat  View  I  left  my  ojun  Country  to  eomc  up  to 
jn).      H' ell  spoken,  my  Lad,  says  the  other,  and\ 
\  GfH^/eman  thou  shall  li;v  ;  but  harh  ye,are  yott\ 
^auainled  with  the  Afen  of  Quality  Faniii' 
!  AtM-rdeen.      Ves,  Sir,  says  he.     H'cll,  then, 
i^  Stranger,  do  you  knotv  none  of  them  who  h 
aiifui  your  Age.      Yes,  yes,  replied  Tom,  t 


I 
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-  sent  his  eldest  to  our  Collies  at  Aherdw 
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to  be  bred,  and  he  and  I  are  muck  aiike^  and  net 
ten  Days'  nifferenee  in  our  Ages.     Why  then,  rcfj 
the  Spark,  //  will  da ;  and  here's  to  ytmr  He 
Health.     Come,  /rem  this  Time /onihtrds.  y^m  are 

Honourable  Mr. ,  Son  and  Heir  Afparetd^ 

the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord .     To  make 

Slorj-  short,  these  Shaipera  equipped  him  like 
Person  they  put  him  upon  the  Town  to  be:  i 
lodging  him  at  a  .Scotch  Merchant's  House  who  \ 
in  the  Secret,  with  no  less  than  three  Footmen  sB 
proper  Liverj-  to  attend  him,  they  in  the  Space 
ten  Days'  time  took  up  Effects  upon  his  Credit  to 
Amount  of  a  Thousand  Pounds.  Tom  was  cunai 
enough  to  lay  his  Hands  on  a  good  Diamond  Rl 
two  Suits  of  Clothes,  and  a  handsome  Watch 
improving  mighdly  from  a  Fortnight's  ConversaD 
with  these  Gentlemen,  he  foresaw  the  StfWTn 
quickly  begin.     The  News  of  his  arrival  under' 


afraid  to  be  out  late,  and  if  /«■  made  haste  htr 
\td  give  him  a  Shilling.     Whun  Ut_' c;imt?  ihitlicf] 
ll  had  liacl  Iiis  two  I'ortni  an  leans  carried  into  the  , 
n,  [jrctcndiny   to  be  very  sick,  he    went    imnie- 
«c!y  up  Stairs  to  Bed,  having  first  ordered  a  Pint  ] 
Wine  to  he  Imrnl,  and  brought  up  Stairs,  rellecting  J 
ihe   Night  on  the  Condition  he  was  in,  and  the] 
WBcquence  of  tlie  Me;isures  he  was  taking.      He  at  j 
^th  resolved  with  himself  to  abandon  his  ill  Courses 
once,  aiid  try  to  live  honcsdy  in  some  Plantation 
the  West  Indies.     These   Meditations  kept  him 
!tty  much  awake,  so  that  it  was  late  in  the  Morn- 
;  before  he  arose.      Having  ordered  Coffee  for  his 
ikfast,  he  gave  the  Chamberlain  a  Shilling  to  go  j 
fetch  the  Newspapers,  where  the  first  Thing  he  I 
was  an  Account  of  his  own  Cheat  in  the  Body 
the  Paper,  and  an  Advertisement  with  a  Reward 
-apprehending  him  at  the  End  of  it     This  made  j 
I  very  uneasy,  and  the  rather  because  he  had  no  I 
Ithes  but  those  which  he  had  taken  up  as  aforesaid. 
onieixKl  the  Chamberlain  to  send  for  a  Tailor, 
pretended  to  be  so  much  indisposed  that  he  could 
go  oat.     When  Uie  Tailor  ciimi^.,  he  directed  him 
take  him  a  Riding  Suit  with  all  the  Expedition 
XHild.      The  /i? //or  promised  it  him  in  two  Days' 
>e.      The  next  Day.  pretending  to  be  still  wors^  j 
ient   the  Chamberlain  to  take  a  Place  for  him  in') 
Bristol  Coach,  which   being  done,  he  removed  I 
pelf  and  his  Things  early  in  the  Morning  to  the  | 
where   it  lay,  ;uid  set  out  the  next  Day  undis-  ] 
Hdl  for  Bristol. 

three  Daj-s  after  his  arrival,  he  met  wiUi  ; 
in  bound  for  tlie  tVesi  htdies.  with  wliom  liavinp 
I  ioT  a  Passage,  they  set  sail  for  faimtiea :  bifl 
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^  fresh  Gale  .it  Sea  accidtrntally  damaging  t1 
'  'dcr,  they  were  uhlijfcd  tn  come  Ki  an  Anchar  in  Ca 
where  the  Captain  himself  and  several  other  Pasi 
Lgtrrs  went  on  Shore.  Anderson  accompanied  him. 
pthe  Coffee-House,  where  calling  for  the  Papers 
^bst  came  in,  he  had  liked  to  have  swooned  at  I 
■Table  on  findinj^  himself  to  be  ajjain  mentioocd 
Riavc  been  discovered  at  Bristol,  and  to  have  sA 
■in  such  a  Ship  the  Day  before  the  Persons  a 
■down  to  apprehend  him,  in  order  to  his  being  can 
■iback  to  London.  As  soon  as  he  came  a  little  toll 
■«elf,  he  stepped  up  to  tlie  Man  of  the  House  l 
Msked  him  for  the  Vault,  which  being  shewn  hiiH 
Enimediately  threw  the  Paper  down,  and  xs  « 
[he  came  out.  finding  the  Captain  ready  to  go, 
Vcompanied  him  with  great  Satisfaction  on. 
layain,  where  things  being  set  to  rights,  by  dl 
•  Day  at  Ten  o'clock,  they  sailed  with  a  faiiP 
■and  without  any  farther  cross  Accident  arrT\'eJ 

■  at  famaiia.      Here  Tom  had  the  good  Luck  to 

■  up  a  Woman  with  a  tolerable  Fortune;  and  in 
ftlhree  Years  after  remitted  about  /"^oo  borne 
myeioflicr,  who  had  been  defrauded  of  the  Watdl 
J  Ring,  and  directed  him  to  pay  what  was  over, 
"deducting  his  own    TJebt,  to  the    People  who 

trusted  lilin  with  other  Things,  and  who  upoii 
I  going  off  recovered  most  of  them,  and  ojf 
b'means  obtained  a  tolerable  Satisfaction.  He  r 
vin  the  IVest  Indies  for  about  five  Years  in  oU, 
Bthat  Time,  by  his  own  Industryacfjuired  a  vetyi 
■some  Fortune  of  his  own,  and  therewith  reniir^ 
Wiirotland.  1  should  be  ver)'  glad  if  tliis  Story 
Pincline  some   People  who  have  got   Money 

nuich  honester  ways,  though  perhaps  less  daitp 
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%  endeavour  at  extenuating  the  Crimes  the\-  have 
een  guilrv-  of,  by  making  such  Reparation  as  in  their 
lower,  bv  which  at  once  thev  mav  atone  for  their 
*ault  and  r^[ain  their  lost  Reputation ;  but  I  am 
Braid  this  Advice  may  prove  both  unsuccessful  and 
nseasonable,  and  therefore  shall  proceed  in  my  Nar- 
itions,  as  the  Course  of  those  Memoirs  I  have 
Erect  me. 


The  Life  of  Joseph  Picken,  a  Highxifayman. 

jHERE  cannot  perhaps  be  a  greater  Misfor- 
tune to  a  Man  than  his  having  a  Woman  of 
ill  Principles  about  him,  whether  as  a  Wife 
or  otherwise.  Women  when  they  once  lay 
side  Principles  either  of  Modest)' or  Honest)\ become 
ommonly  the  most  abandoned,  and  as  dieir  Sex 
enders  them  capable  of  seducing,  so  their  \'ices 
empt  them  often  to  persuade  Men  to  such  Crimes, 
s  otherwise  perhaps  diey  would  never  ha\^  thought 
if.  This  %vas  the  Case  of  the  Malefactor,  the  Story 
if  whose  Misfortunes  we  are  now  to  relate,  yosepk 
^icktHy  was  the  Son  of  a  Tailor  in  Clerkenxvell^  who 
rorked  hard  at  his  Emplo)*ment,  and  took  Pleasure 
n  Nothing  but  proxnding  for  and  bringing  up  his 
^amily.  This  unhappy  Son  yaseph  was  his  £>arling, 
ind  Nothing  grieved  him  so  much  upon  his  Death- 
led  as  the  Fears  of  what  might  befall  him,  being  then 
in  Infant  of  five  Years  Old.  Howex-er  his  Mother, 
hough  a  Widow,  took  so  much  Care  of  his  Educa- 
ion,  that  he  was  w*ell   enough  instructed   for  the 
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Ikisincss  she  designed  him,  viz,,  that  of  a  Vintner^ 
to  which  Profession  he  was  bound,  at  a  noted  Tavern 
near  Billingsi^ate.     He  served  his  Time  ver)'  faith-' 
fully  and  with  great  Approbation,  but  falling  in  Love, 
or  to  speak  more  properly,  taking  a  whim  of  Marriage 
in  his  Head,  he  accepted  of  a  young  Woman  in  the 
Neighbourhood  as  his  Partner  for  Life,  soon  after, 
which,  he  removed  to  Windsor ,  where  he  took  thc: 
Tap  at  a  well  accustomed  /;///,  and  began  the  WoriA 
in  a  way  of  ably  doing  well.    However,  partly  through: 
his  own   Mismanagement,  and  partly   through  the 
Extravagance  of  his  Wife,  he  found  himself  in  a  little 
more  than  a  Twelve  Months'  Time,  thirty  Pounds  in 
Debt,  and   he  in  no  likelihood  from  his  Trade  of' 
getting  Money  to  pay  it.     This  made  him  ver)*  me- 
lancholy, and  Nothing  added  so  great  Weight  to  his 
Load  of  Affliction,  as  the  L-neasiness  he  was  umlcr 
at  tlu!   Misfortunes  which  mii^ht  befall  his  Wit'c.  to 
whom  as  yet  this  fall  in  his  Circumstances  was  not 
known. 

However,  fearinij  it  would  be  too  soon  discovrtcJ 
in  another  way,  at  last  he  mentioned  it  to  hcT,  at  the 
same  time  tellinij^  her  that  she  must  retrench  in  Ikt 
L^xi)enscs,  for  lui  was  now  so  far  from  beintr  al»k'  to 
su[)port  them,  that  he  could  hardly  get  his  I'amilv 
I>read.  I  ler  Mother  and  she  thereupon  removal  to 
a  Lodging,  wh(*re  by  the  side  of  the  Bed,  |)Oor /Vi"/v« 
used  to  slumber  u])on  the  Boards,  heavily  discons(^Iate 
with  the  Weight  of  his  Misfortunes.  One  Havalltr 
talking  of  them  to  his  Wife.*,  he  said,  /  am  iukj  fpiiit 
lit  ))iy  Wits  JiJid,  I  hare  no  ijay  left  to  i^ct  anytlnnfl 
to  support  us  ;  i^hat  shall  I  do  .'  Po,  answnvd  jjIhv 
L.'hy  i^'hat  should  a  Man  do  that  Wiiuts  J/o/uy,  iffi" 
hiis  (luy  (  \'ura^i' .'  i^(i  upon  the  Ili^hicay  !    Thc  ]HHif 
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lot  knowinjj  how  else  to  gain  anything,  took 
Ivice,  and  recollecting  a  certain  Companion  of 
o  had  once  upon  a  Time  offered  the  same  Ex- 
t  for  relieving  their  joint  Misfortunes,  PickcN 
3on  found  him  out,  and  without  saying  it  was 
fe's  Proposal,  pretended  that  his  Sorrows  had 
so  prevaileil  uix)n  him,  that  he  was  resolved  to 
the  Injuries  of  Fortune,  by  taking  away  Some- 
rom  those  whom  she  had  used  better  than  him. 
:>mrade  unhappily  addicted  himself  still  to  his 
ly  of  thinking,  and  instead  of  dissuading  him 
is  Purpose,  seemed  pleased  that  he  had  taken 
Resolution,  and  told  him,  that /or  his  Part  lu* 
t/ioiic/tt  Dafif^'cr  rather  to  be  c/iosen  t/urn  IVant, 
it  zchilc  Soldiers  hazarded  their  Lives  in  War 
pcmr  a  Day^  he  thought  it  was  Cowardice  nuide 
t  s/arzr,  where  he  had  a  Chance  0/  getting  so 
uorc  than  those  who  hazarded  as  much  as  they 
\ccordingly  Picken  and  his  Companion  pro- 
themselves  that  Week  with  all  necessaries  for 
Expedition,  and  going  upon  it  in  the  beginning 
next,  set  out  and  had  Success,  as  they  called 
;o  or  tliree  Enterprises,  but  returning  to  London 
End  of  the  Week,  they  were  apprehended  for 
bery  committed  on  one  Charles  Cooper^  on 
y-Comnion  ;  for  which  they  were  tried  the  next 
'jr,  and  both  Capitally  convicted. 
/>//  Piilcn,  through  fear  of  Death  and  want  of 
Kiries,  fell  into  a  low  and  lanjniishinor  State  of 
I,  under  which,  however,  he  gave  all  the  Signs 
litence  and  Sorrow  for  the  Crimes  he  had  com- 
that  could  be  expected.  Yet  though  he  loaded 
fc  with  the  Weight  of  all  his  Crimes,  he  for- 
ly  harsh  or  shocking  Repix)aches  against  her. 
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rsaying  onl)-,  l/ml  as  s/ie  bad  brottght  him  into  all. 

f  Miseries  he  now  felt,  so  she  had  left  him  to  6tar 

I  Weight  of  them  alone,  without  eitJier  ever  eoiHtMg Mi 

I  Aim,  or  affording  Idm  any  Assistance.     Honrnxr.  \ 

[■.said,  he  was  so  well  satisfied  of  the  Multitude  oj  Ut 

own  Sifts,  an^i  tlie  Need  he  had  of  forgivenas  fm 

\'God,  that  he  thought  it  a  small  Condition  to/erj^ 

\ker,  whicii  he  did  freely  from  his  Heart.     In  tbes 

\  Sentiments  he  took  die  hoi  y  .Sacrament,  and  conlinw 

i^ith  great  Calmness  to  wait  the   Execution  d  li 

Sentence.      In  the  passage  to  Execution,  and  evens 

the  fatal   Tree,  he  behaved   himself  with  Qiiictna 

and  Resignation,  and  though  he  appeared  much  Ifl 

I  fearful   than   any  of  diose  who  died  with  him,  ^ 

I  parted  with  Life  almost  as  soon  as  the  Cart  was  diffl 

away.      He  was  about  twenty-two  years  of  Act 

somewhat  more,  at  the  time  he  suffered,  whici* 

1  the  24th  of  February,  1724-5,  much  pitied  bj 
Spectators,  and  much  lamented  by  those 
I  him. 
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The  Life  of  Thomas  P.\ckf.k,  a  ffigham_ 

GLIOMAS  PACA'/zJ^.ihit  Comp; 
last  named  Criminal,  both  in  hi*4 
and  in  his  Punishment,  was  the  Sora 
'  honest  and  reputable  Parents,  oolfl 
Vetigate-'S'treet.  H  is  Father  gave  him  a  cod 
Education,  designing  always  to  pitt  him  insM 
md  as  soon  as  he  was  fit  for  it,  placed  hiii>| 
Ihgly  with  a  I'intncr  at  Grecnivick.    There  h 
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r  some  Years,  but  growing  out  of  Humour  with 
le  Place,  he  made  continual  appeals  to  his  Friends 
nbe  removed.  They,  willing  and  desirous  to  comply 
idi  the  young  Man's  Humours,  at  length  after  re- 
eated  Solicitations  prevailed  with  his  Master  to 
Dnsent,  and  then  he  was  removed  to  another  Tavern 
ft  Town,  where  he  completed  his  Time  ;  but  ever 
iter  being  of  a  rambling  Disposition,  he  was  con- 
inually  changing  Places  and  never  settled.  Amongst 
liose  in  which  he  lived,  there  was  a  Tavern  towards 
ht^New  Buildings.-Wih^T^  he  had  resided  as  a  Drawer 
or  about  Six  Weeks.  Here  he  got  into  the  Ac- 
luaintance  of  a  Woman,  handsome  indeed,  but  of  no 
Fortune  and  little  Reputation.  His  Affection  for 
diis  Woman,  and  the  Money  he  spent  on  her,  was 
die  chief  Occasion  of  those  Wants  which  prevailed 
upon  him  to  join  with  Picken  in  those  Attempts 
irhich  were  fatal  to  them  both.  It  cannot  indeed  be 
said  that  the  Woman  in  any  Degree  excited  him  to 
5uch  Practices ;  on  the  contrary-,  the  poor  Creature 
neally  endeavoured  by  ever)^  Method  she  could  to 
procure  Money  for  their  Support,  and  did  all  that  in 
ler  lay,  while  Packer  y^^s  under  his  Misfortunes,  to 
prevent  the  Necessities  of  this  Life  from  hindering 
lim  in  that  just  Care  which  was  necessar)'  to  secure 
lis  Interest  in  that  which  was  to  come.  Packer  was 
n  himself  a  Lad  of  great  good  Nature,  and  not  with- 
>ut  just  Principles  if  he  had  been  well  improved ; 
>ut  the  rambling  Life  he  had  led,  and  his  tender 
Affection  for  the  before-mentioned  Woman,  led  him 
■nto  great  Crimes  rather  than  he  would  see  her  sus- 
tain Want  The  Reflection  which  he  conceived  his 
Death  would  bring  upon  his  Parents,  and  the  Miseries 
Mrhich  he  dreaded  it  would  draw  upon  his  Wife  and 


3>6 


The  Life  of 


Chilli,  seemed  to  press  him  heavier  than  any  Ap 
hensions  for  himself  of  his  own  Sufferings,  w 
from  the  Time  of  his  Commitment  he  bore  with 
jfreatest  Patience,  and  improved  to  the  utmost  ol 
I'ower.  As  he  was  sensible  there  were  no  Hup 
remaining;  in  this  World,  he  immediately  remove 
Thouj,fhts,  his  Wishes  and  his  hopes  from  th 
ap|)lied  himself  seriously  to  his  Devotions,  and  i 
Suffered  even  the  Woman,  whom  he  so  much  1 
to  interfere  or  hinder  them  in  any  Degree, 
had  heen  his  first  Week  of  Robbing,  and  his  laf 
he  h;ul  little  Confession  to  make  in  that  Respec 
acknowledged  however  the  Facts  which  thci 
done  in  that  Space,  and  seemed  to  be  heartily 
tent,  ashamed  and  sorry  for  his  Offences.  .A 
place  of  Kxecution  he  behaved  with  the  sam 
cency  which  accompanied  him  through  all  th 
rowful  Stations  of  his  sad  Condition.  He  was 
wheilicr  he  would  say  anything  to  the  Feople,  1 
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it\  :<urc  rrtr/fy  r^>;;/;;///Av/  />v  ;/s,  afid cotiSujiu^Ntly  the 
^^iauc  under  i^hkh  ice  sttj/er  is  rrrv  just ;  lei  me 

Pi  I^ress ye  dj^dif/,  that  the  learnings  0/  our  /deaths 

^1'  fu»t  fie  in  z\tin,  fiut  that  you  icill  remenifier  our 

^te.anei  fiy  urging  that  against  your  deprai^ed  11  ^ishes, 

"^rzrnt  follozcing  in  our  Steps,  7L'hieh  is  all  I  have 

say,  Thomas  Packer. 

He  was  alx>iit  twenty  years  of  Ajje  at  the  time  he 
^^ffered,  which  was  with  the  before-mentioned  Male- 
^^ctor  at  Tyburn,  much  pitied  by  all  the  Spectators, 


T/u  Life  of  Thomas  Bradley,  a  Street  Robber. 

|N  E  must  want  Humanity  and  be  totally  void 
of  that  Tenderness  which  denominates  lK)th 
a  Man  and  a  Christian,  if  we  feel  not  some 
kind  of  Pity  for  those  who  are  brouijht  to  a 
violent  and  shameful  Death,  from  a  sudden  and  rash 
Act,  excited  eidier  by  Necessity,  or  throujjh  the 
frailty  of  human  Nature,  sinking  under  Misfortime 
or  hurried  into  Mischief  by  a  sudden  Transport  of 
Passion.  1  am  persuaded,  therefore,  that  die  jjfeater 
Part  if  not  all^  of  my  Readers,  will  feel  the  same 
Emotions  of  Tenderness  and  Compassion  for  die 
miserable  Youth  of  whom  I  am  now  goinjj  to  Speak. 
Tlunnas  Bradley,  was  the  Son  of  an  (Officer  in  the 
Custom  House  at  LiirrpooL  The  Fadier  took  care 
of  his  Education  himself,  and  havino-  qualified  him 
for  a  seafaring  business,  in  Reading  and  WViting, 
placed  him  therein.     He  came  up  accordingly  with 
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the  jMaster  of  a  Vessel  to  Landmi,  where  some  Ma- 
fortunes  befalling  the  said  Master.  Th4*mas  was  turned, 
out  of  his  Employment  and  left  to  shift  for  himselt. 
Want  pinched  him  :  he  had  no  Frieruls,  nor  aaytwdjT 
to  whom  he  mij;ht  apply  to  for  Relief,  and  in  da 
Anguish  with  which  his  Sufferings  opprcsswi  hini,h 
unfortunately  resolved  to  steal  rather  dian  subraftj 
starving  or  to  beg.     One   Fact  he  committed,  b 
would  never  be  prevailed  on  to  mention  tlie  Tim 
the  Person,  or  the  Place.     The  Robbery  for  which  K 
condemned,  was  upon  a  Woman,  carrying  anolbor 
Oman's  Riding-hood  home  which  she  had  borruwcd, 
and  he  assaulting  her  on  the  Highway  took  it  froil 
her.      It  was  valued  at  25^.      Upon  this  he  was  cafi 
tally  convicted  at  the  next  Sessicms  at  the  Old Ba^ 
He  could  never  be  prevailed  on  by  a  Person  wS 
visited  him  to  write  to  his   Friends  to  apply  foT') 
Pardon  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  said,  it  was  his  gn 
Grief,  thai  notiviiJuianciiHC  all  lie  (ould  do  to  i' 
News 'would  reach  his  Father  and  break  hii,, 
e  was  told  that  such  Thoughts  were  better 
!tilan  suffered  to  disturb  him,  when  he  was  oS" 
'oint  of  going  to  another,  and  if  he  repented 
froughly,  to  a  better  Life.     At  which  he  sij^hed 
t^id,  tlmr  Reasoning  ivas  very  right,  and  he  bi 
amply  with  it  if  he  amid :  and  from  tliat  Time 
leared  more  composed  and  cheerful,  and  rp<i^wl 
lis  Fate.    This  Temper  he  preserved  1 
litis  Execution,  and  died  with  as  murl' 
iPenitence  as  is  ever  seen  in  any  of  li. 
jTersons  who  suffer  at  the  same  Place.     At  itic  H 
J^f  his  Death   he  was  not  quite  nineteen  1 
feVge.      He  died  bet\veen  the  last  mentiutM 
Rfactor  and  him  who.se  Life  we  are  next  to 
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TAr  Life  of  William  Lipsat,  a  PrivaU  Thuf. 

\ILLIAM  LI  PSA  T\s^  the  Son  of  a  Per- 
son  at  Dublin  in  ver)-  tolerable  Circum- 
stances, which  he  strained  to  the  utmost  to 
give  this  Lad  an  Education,  which  when  he 
d  acquired,  he  sent  him  to  an  Uncle  of  his  at 
iKkd^H,  Worcestershire^  where  he  lived  with  more 
dul<rence  than  even  when  at  home.  His  Uncle 
ving  no  Children,  behaved  to  him  widi  all  the 
tndemess  of  a  Parent  However,  on  some  litde 
fference,  the  Boy  having  long  had  an  Inclination  to 
!  this  great  Cit)-  of  London,  he  took  that  Occasion 
go  away  from  his  Uncle,  and  accordingly  came  up 
Town,  and  was  employed  in  the  Ser\-ice  of  one 
r.  Kehi\i\\  where  he  had  not  been  long  before  he 
reived  a  Letter  from  his  Father,  entreating  him  to 
urn  to  Dublin  with  all  the  Speed  he  was  able, 
lis  Letter  being  soon  followed  by  another,  which 
t  onlv  desired,  but  commanded  him,  to  come  back 
Ireiand,  he  was  not  troubled  at  thinking  of  the 
)\-age  and  going  home  to  his  Friends,  but  he  was 
r\-  desirous  of  carrjing  Money  over  with  him  to 
ike  a  Figure  amongst  his  Relations,  which  not 
owing  how  to  get,  he  at  last  bethought  himself  of 
:alin<r  it  from  a  Place  in  which  he  knew  it  lav. 
fter  several  struggles  with  himself,  \'anity  pre\'ailed, 
d  he  accordingly  went  and  took  away  the  Things, 
L,  57  Guineas  and  a  Half,  25  Caroluss,  5  yaeobuss, 
Moidores.  six   Pieces  of  Silver,  and   t^'o  Purses 
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valued  al  tw(;Ivfc  Fence.  These  as  he 
have  made  his  Journey  pUasant  and  h 
welcome,  which  was  the  Reason  he  took 
Ivvidence  was  verj-  clear  and  direct  a;^ 
that  the  Jurj'  found  him  l^uilty  without  \ 
I'Vom  the  Time  of  his  Condemnation 
he  died,  he  neither  affected  to  extenuati 
or  reflect  as  srjme  are  apt  to  do  on  the  C 
Prosecutor's  Witnesses,  or  the  Court  that 
him.  .So  far  from  it,  he  always  ackno' 
Justice  of  his  Sentence,  seemed  jjrieved 
Greatness  of  his  -Sin,  and  the  Aftliction  of 
ment  of  it  would  bring  ufxjn  his  Reiatio 
hitherto  born  the  best  of  Characters,  th 
I'ailin^'  they  were  now  like  to  be  stlj^-mati 
most  infamous  Crimes.  However  sinci 
came  now  tfxj  late,  he  resolved  as  mucJ 
able  to  keep  such  Thouj^hts  out  of  his 
ipi>lv  himself  to  what  more  nearly  con 
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Tlu  Life  of  John  Hewlet,  a  Murderer. 

|HERE  are  several  Facts  which  have  hap- 
pened in  the  World,  the  Circumstances 
attending  which,  if  we  compare  them  as  they 
are  related  by  one  or  other,  we  can  hardly 
ix  in  our  own  Mind  any  Certainty  of  Belief  concern- 
ng  them,  such  an  Equality  is  there  in  the  Weight  of 
lie  Evidence  of  one  Side  and  of  the  other.  Such, 
It  the  Time  it  happened,  was  the  Case  of  the  Male- 
kctor  before  us.  yohn  Hewlet,  born  in  Warwick- 
hire,  the  Son  of  Richard  Hewlet,  a  Butclier ;  and 
hough  not  bred  up  with  his  Father,  yet  bred  to  the 
ame  Employment  at  Leicester,  from  which  malicious 
^eople  said,  he  acquired  a  bloody  a  fid  barbarous  Dis- 
position. However,  he  did  not  serve  his  Time  out 
nth  his  Master,  but  being  a  strong  sturdy  young 
^'ellow,  and  hoping  for  some  extraordinary  Prefer- 
lent  in  the  Army,  he  with  that  View  engaged  him- 
elf  in  the  First  Regiment  of  Guards  during  the 
leign  of  the  late  King  WiUiam.  In  the  War  he 
ained  the  Reputation  of  a  very  brave  but  a  very 
ruel  and  rough  Fellow ;  and  therefore  though  relied 
n  by  his  Officers,  never  liked  by  them.  Persons  of 
similar  Disposition  generally  live  on  good  Terms 
nth  one  another ;  Hezvlet  found  out  a  Corporal  one 
lljint,  much  of  die  same  Humour  with  himself,  never 
•leased  when  in  Safety,  nor  afraid  though  in  the 
lidst  of  Danger.  At  the  Siege  of  Namur  m Flanders, 
bese  Fellows  happened  to  be  both  in  the  Trenches, 
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when  the  French  made  a  desperate  Sally 
beat  off  at  last  with  much  Loss,  and  in 
fusion  that  their  Pursuers  lodged  themsel 
of  the  Outworks,  and  had  like  to  have 
other,  in  the  Attack  of  which  a  young  C. 
Regiment  in  which  Blunt  served  was  kille 
observing  it,  went  to  the  Commanding  ( 
told  him,  that  the  Cadet  had  nineteen  Pis 
Pocket,  and  it  was  a  Shame  the  French  s 
them.  Why  (hat's  true  Corpora/,  said  tl 
but  I  don't  see  at  present  how  we  can  hel^ 
replied  Blunt,  give  me  but  Leave  to  go  anc 
Pockets,  and  I'll  answer  for  bringing  tlie  1 
Why,  Fool,  said  the  Colonel,  dost  thou 
Place  covered  with  French,  who,  should  a 
from  hence,  would  pour  a  whole  Shower  of 
upon  him  ?  I'll  venture  that,  says  Blu) 
will  you  know  the  Body  ?  added  the  Coh 
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reil  st^me  time  after,  of  |H^rfomiing^  such  a  Semce 
lo  Man  in  the  A  mi  v  would  have  undertaken.  It 
|>ened  thus :  the  Engineer  who  was  to  set  Fire  to 
Train  of  a  -)////r,  which  had  been  made  under  a 
tion  of  the  Enemy's,  happened  to  have  drank 
v'  hard  over  Night,  and  mistaking  the  Hour,  laid 
Match  an  Hour  sooner  than  he  ought  A  sen- 
1  immediately  as  he  came  out,  called  out  aloud, 
r/  Juivc  you  chipped  Fire  to  ilu  Train  ?  There  s 
f/v  People  in  the  Mifu^  zvho  zcill  be  all  bhncn  up. 
hould  not  have  been  fired  till  1 2  o  Clock.  Hewlet 
hearing  this,  ran  in  with  his  Sword  drawn,  and 
•ewith  cut  off  the  Train  a  Moment  before  it  would 
e  given  Fire  to  all  the  Barrels  of  Powder  that 
e  widiin,  bv  which  he  saved  the  Lives  of  all  the 
neers  who  were  carrying  the  Mines  still  forward, 
(le  Time  the  wild  Fire  was  unseasonably  lighted 
he  Engineer.  At  the  Batde  of  Landau^  he  had 
Skull  broke  bv  the  Blow  of  the  Butt-end  of  a 
sket  This  occasioned  his  going  through  the 
'.ration  called  the  Trepan,  which  is  performed  by 
ingine  not  unlike  a  Coffee-Mill,  which  being  fixed 
he  bruised  Part  of  the  Bone,  is  turned  round,  and 
out  all  the  black,  till  the  Edges  appear  white 
sound.  After  this  Cure  had  been  performed 
n  him.  he  never  had  his  Senses  in  the  same 
ner  he  had  before,  but  upon  the  least  drinking  he 
into  Passions  which  were  but  ver\'  little  removed 
\  Madness,  He  returned  into  EnHand  2St&r  the 
ce  of  Res2cicl\  and  beino^  taken  into  a  Gende- 
Ts  Service,  he  there  married  a  Wife,  by  whom  he 
nine  Children.  Happy  was  it  for  them  that  they 
t  all  dead  before  his  disastrous  End. 
low  HcTi'let  came  to  be  employed  as  a  Watchman 
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a  little  before  hts  Death,  the  Papers  1  hav 
no  Account  of,  only  that  he  was  in  that  Sta 
Time  of  the  Death  of  foseph  Candy, 
Murder  he  was  indicted,  for  giving  him 
Bruise  on  the  Head  with  his  Staff.  On  t 
December,  1 724,  upon  full  Evidence  of  Eye- 
the  Jury  found  him  Guilty,  he  making  no 
fence  than  great  Asseverations  of  his  Inm 
an  obstinate  Denial  of  the  Fact  After  1 
tion.  being  visited  in  the  Condemned  H< 
of  showing  any  Marks  of  Penitence  or  Co 
raved  against  the  Witnesses  who  had  beei 
to  destroy  him,  called  them  all  perjured,  z 
God  to  inflict  some  dreadful  Judgment 
Nay,  he  went  so  far  as  to  desire  diat  he  hin 
have  the  executing  thereof,  wishing  tha 
Death  his  Apparition  might  come  and  ti 
to  their  Graves.     When  it  was  represeni 
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shed  with  protesting  his  Innocence  to  the  People, 
designing  to  have  one  of  the  Prayer  Books  which 
>  made  use  of  in  the  Cart  he  kissed  it  as  People 
when  they  take  Oaths,  and  then  again  turning  to 
\  Mob,  declared  as  he  was  a  dying  Man,  he  never 
ve  Candy  a  blow  in  his  Life,  Thus  with  many 
aculations  he  gave  way  to  Fate  in  an  advanced 
2:e  at  Tvburfi,  at  the  same  Time  with  the  Male- 
tors  last  mentioned. 


t  Lhes  ^yjAMES  Cammel,  aftd  William  Marshal, 

T/iiezTS  and  Footpads. 

8^^^Z9L4MES  CAMMEL  was  bom  of  Parents  in 
^  ver)'  low  Circumstances,  and  the  Misfor- 
^jj  tunes  arising  therefrom  were  much  in 
creased  by  his  Father  dying  while  he  was 
Infant,  and  leavinij  him  to  the  Care  of  a  Widow 
the  lowest  Circumstances  of  Life.  The  Conse- 
mces  were  what  might  be  easily  foreseen,  for  he 
TOt  what  litde  he  had  heard  in  his  vounijest  Years, 
erinor  awav  his  Time  about  Islin^on.  Hoxton^ 
k/r/it'/ds,  and  such  Places,  being  continually  drink- 
there,  and  playing  at  Cudgels,  Skittles,  and  such 
t.  He  never  applied  himself  to  Labour  or  honest 
)rking  for  his  Bread,  but  either  got  it  from  his 
»ther  or  a  few  other  Friends,  or  by  Methods  of  a 
re  scandalous  Nature,  1  mean  Pilfering  and  Steal- 
from  others,  for  which,  after  he  had  long  practised 
le  came  at  last  to  an  untimely  Death.  He  was  a 
How  of  a  Froward  Disposition,  hasty  and  yet  re- 
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vengeful,  and  made  up  of  almost  a!l  the  Vices 
go  to  form  a  Debauchee  in  low  Life.  He  had 
a  long  Acquaintance  with  the  Person  that  sufi 
with  him  for  their  Offences  ;  but  what  made  hin 
pear  in  the  worst  Light  was,  that  he  had  endeavt 
to  commit  Acts  of  Cruelty  at  the  time  he  di( 
Robbery  ;  notwithstanding,  he  insisted  not  onli 
he  was  innocent  of  the  former  part  of  the  Of 
but  that  he  never  committed  the  Robbery  i 
though  Marshal  his  Associate  did  not  deny  it 
had  been  together  in  these  Exploits  for  some  ' 
and  once  particularly,  coming  from  Sadlcrs-\ 
they  took  from  a  Gentlewoman  a  Basket  full  of  ( 
bed  Linen  to  a  very  great  Value,  which  offeri 
sell  to  a  Woman  in  MonmouthSireef,  she  pri' 
sent  for  a  Constable  to  apprehend  them,  whic 
of  their  Companions  who  went  with  them  obse 
he  tipped  them  the  Wink  to  be  gone,  which  tl 
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n  behind  the  Seat,  and  listened  with  great  atten- 
•  He  perceived  the  Woman  had  her  Pocket  in 
Hand,  and  heard  her  distinctly  say,  a  Rogue  not 
)e  contented  with  cutting  one  Pocket  and  taking 
way,  but  he  must  cut  the  other  and  let  it  drop  at 
Foot  Well,  sure  Woman  was  never  so  unhappy ! 
n  she  wiped  her  Eyes,  and  laying  down  her  Pocket 
her,  then  began  to  shake  her  Petticoats,  to  see  if 
other  Pocket  had  not  lodged  between  them  as  the 
ner  had  done,  Marshal  took  the  Opportunity  and 
retly  conveyed  that  away,  thinking  one  Lamenta- 
i  might  serve  for  both.  Upon  turning  the  Pocket 
,  he  found  only  a  Thread  Paper,  a  Housewife  and 
rown  piece ;  upon  this  Crown  piece  he  lived  a 
rtnight  at  a  Ali'k-housey  coming  twice  a  Day  for 
k,  and  hiding  himself  at  Nights  in  some  of  the 
iss  Plats,  it  being  Summer ;  but  his  Creditor  dying, 
I  the  Person  whose  Pocket  he  had  picked  going 
Denmark,  he  came  abroad  again,  and  soon  after 
ciged  with  Cammel  in  the  F*act  for  which  they 
e  both  hanged.  It  was  committed  upon  a  Man 
i  a  Woman  coming  through  the  Fields  from 
ngton,  and  the  Things  they  took  did  not  amount 
ibove  thirty  Shillings.  After  they  were  convicted 
had  received  Sentence  of  Death,  Camnul  sent 
the  Practice  of  Piety,  the  Whole  Duty  of  Alan, 
.  such  other  good  Books  as  he  thought  might 
St  him  in  the  Performance  of  their  Duty.  Yet 
withstanding  all  the  outward  Appearance  of  Re- 
lation to  the  Divine  Will,  upon  the  Coming  in  of 
erson  to  the  Chapel  the  Sunday  before  his  Exe- 
ion,  whom  he  took  to  be  his  Prosecutor,  he  flew 
)  a  very  great  Passic^n,  and  expressed  his  Uneasi- 
s  that  he  had  no  Instrument  there  to  murder  him 
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with,  and  notwithstanding  alt  tliat  could  be  said  10 
him  to  abate  liis  Passion,  he  continued  restless  and 
uneasy  until  the  Person  was  oblijjed  to  withdraw,  and 
then  with  great  Attention  applied  himself  to  hearthe 
Prayers  and  Discourse  that  was  made  proper  for  thai 
Occasion.      Mars/ml   in    the    meanwhile   continira 
very  sick,  but  though  he  could  not  attf  ni  the  Chapd( 
did  all  that  from  a  true  Penitent  could  be  expeciol 
■  In  this  Condition  they  both  continued  until  thcTiiB 
lof  their  Death,  when  Marshal  truly  acknowledge 
ttiie  Fact,  but  Cammel  prevaricated  about  it.  and 
■last  peremptorily  denied  it.     They  suffered  on  1 
E^oth  of  April,  1725.  Cflwwf/ appearing  with  an  < 
■itraordinary  Carelessness  and  Unconcern,  desiml  thi 
lito  put  him  out  of  the  World  quickly,  and  wasvi 
*ngry  that  they  did  not  do  it  in  less  Time 

■  Life  of  JuUN  Guv,  a  Deer-Slealer. 

IN  E  would  have  thought  that  the  niimciw 
n  Executions  which  had  happened  upon  th 
Appearance  of  those  called  the  ll'aMat 
'  Blacks,  and  the  Severity  of  that  Act  t 
i  Parliament  which  their  Folly  had  occasioned,  wod 
l:effectually  have  prevented  any  Outrages  for  t| 
WjFuture,  upon  either  the  Forests  beloiiginn  "*  '^ 
I'Crown  or  the  Parks  of  private  Gentlemen;  liut  i 
leems,  there  were  still  Fools  capable  of  undcrtakio 
'1  mad  Exploits.  It  is  said  that  iJuy,  tieing  nt 
lie  I  louse  with  a  young  Woman,  whom  (3s  it 
EountQ' phrase  iii  V       •  •    ■■  ■  -- 
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t  Supper  concerning  the  Expeditions  of  the 
:ealers,  which  Guys  Mistress  took  occasion  to 

great  Admiration  of,  and  to  regard  them  as 
y  Heroes,  which  had  behaved  with  Courage 

to  win  the  most  obdurate  Heart,  adding,  that 

ver)'  fond  of  \'enison,  and  she  wished  she 
»wn  some  of  them.    This  silly  Accident  proved 

the  poor  Fellow,  who  engaging  with  one 
i>n/,  an  old  Deer-Stealer,  they  broke  into  both 

and  Parks,  and  carried  off  abundance  of 
ith  Impunity.  But  the  Keepers  at  last,  getting 
ht  a  Number  of  stout  young  Fellows  to  their 
ice,  when  they  were  informed  by  the  Keeper 
lie- House  that  Guy  and  Biddisford  intended 
\  for  Deer,  waylaid  them.     I  must  inform  my 

that  the  Method  these  young  Men  took  in 
tealing  was  this  :  they  went  into  the  Park  on 
^metimes  with  a  Cross  Bow,  and  sometimes 
Couple  of  Dogs,  being  armed  alwaj's  however 
stols  for  their  own  Defence.     When  they  had 

Buck,  they  trussed  him  up  and  put  him  upon 
icks  and  so  walked  off  with  them,  neither  of 
nng  able  to  procure  Horses  for  such  Service. 

Night  that  the  Keepers  were  acquainted  with 
ming,  they  sent  to  a  Neighbouring  Gendeman 
Assistance  of  two  of  his  Grooms,  The  F  el- 
me  about  eleven  o' Clock  at  Night,  and  tying 
arses  in  a  litde  Copse,  went  to  the  Place  where 
epers  had  appointed  to  keep  Guard.     This 

a  little  rising  Ground,  planted  with  a  Star- 
dirough  the  Avenues  of  which  they  could  see 
d  them  without  beinof  discerned  themselves. 
Mier  therefore  had  Guy  and  his  Companion 

the  Forest,  but  suffering  them  to  pass  by  one 


i 


330 


Tlie  Life  of 


of  the  F-'ntrics  of  the  Grove  where  they  were. 
immediately  issued  out  upon  them,  and  pursued 
so  closely,  that  they  were  within  a  few  Yards  trf 
when  they  entered  the  Coppice,  where  the 
Strangers  had  left  their  Horses.  They  did  noi 
so  much  as  to  untie  them,  but  cutting  the  Bi 
mounted  them  and  rode  off  as  hard  as  the>" 
turning  them  loose  as  soon  as  they  were  in  5 
and  got  home  secure,  because  the  Keepers  cou 
say  they  had  done  anything  but  walked  acru 
Forest  This  Escape  of  theirs,  and  some  otl 
the  same  Nature  made  them  so  bold,  that  nc 
tented  with  the  Deer  in  C/iases  and  such  Place 
broke  into  the  Paddock  of  Anthony  Diincambe 
and  there  killed  certain  Fallow  Deer.  One  L 
George,  who  was  the  Keeper,  and  some  of  his 
tants  hearing  the  Noise  they  made,  issued  en 
a  sharp  Fight  beginning,  the  Deer-Stealers  . 
began  to  ily,  but  a  IJIunderbuss  being  fired  aftei 
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i^X^ly  brii\q;  them  to  the  same  r\\tc  whicli  he  siitVorcd, 
sc>  inconsiderable  a  Thinjj  perhaps  as  a  Haunch 

Venison.  Whether  these  Epistles  had  the  Kffect 
which  they  were  desij^ned,  I  am  not  able  to  say. 

It  this  the  Papers  I  have  by  me  inform  me  of,  that 
Prisoner  Guy  died  with  ver\*  cheerful  Resolution, 
above  twenty-five  Years  of  A^e,  the  same  Day 

1th  the  Malefactors  before  mentioned. 


The  Life  of  ViN'CENT  Davis,  a  Murderer. 

[T  is  an  Obser\'ation  made  bv  some  Fo- 
feigners,  and  I  am  sorr)-  to  say  diere  is  too 
much  truth  in  it,  that  though  the  English 
are  perhaps  less  Jealous  than  any  Nation 
under  the  Heavens,  yet  more  Men  murder  their 
Wives  amongst  us  than  in  any  other  Nation  in 
Europe.  V^iment  Davis  \^^&  a  Man  of  no  Substance. 
and  who  for  several  Years  together  had  lived  in  a 
verj'  ill  Correspondence  with  his  Wife,  often  beating 
and  abusing  her  until  the  Neighbours  cried  out 
Shame ;  but  he,  instead  of  amending  addicted  him- 
self still  more  to  such  villanous  Acts,  conversinor  also 
with  other  Women.  At  last,  buying  a  Knife,  he  had 
the  Impudence  to  say,  that  that  Kfiife  should  end 
hcr^  in  which  he  was  as  good  as  his  Word  ;  for  on  a 
sudden  Quarrel  he  stabbetl  her  to  the  Heart  F'or 
this  Murder  he  was  indicted,  and  also  on  the  Statute 
for  Stabbing,  of  both  of  which  on  the  fullest  Proof 
he  was  found  giulty. 

When  Davis  was  first  committed,  he  tlioui^ht  fit  to 
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appear  very  melancholy  and  dejected,  but  when 
found  there  was  no  hopes  of  Life,  he  threw  off 
Decency  in  his  Behaviour,  and  to  pass  for  a  Man 
Courage,  showed  as  much  Vehemence  of  Temper 
a  Madman  would  have  done,  rattling  and  raving 
every  one  that  came  in,  saying,  it  was  no  Crimt 
kill  a  Wife,  and  in  all  other  Expressions  he  made 
of,  behaved  himself  more  like  a  Fool  or  a  Man  v 
had  lost  his  Wits,  than  a  Man  who  had  lived  so  li 
and  creditably  in  a  Neighbourhood  as  he  had  dc 
excepting  in  Relation  to  his  Wife.  But  he  was 
duced  with  the  Hopes  of  passing  for  a  bold  ; 
daring  Fellow,  to  carry  on  this  Scene  as  long  as 
could  ;  but  when  the  Death  Warrant  arrived,  all  i 
Intrepidity  left  him,  he  trembled  and  sjiook,  , 
never  afterwards  recovered  his  Spirits  to  the  timi 
his  Death.  The  Account  he  gave  of  the  Reasoi 
his  killing  his  Wife  in  so  barbarous  a  manner 
this,  tliai  a   Tailor's    Set-^ant   Ita-jing-   k(i>t   /lim 
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Kan,  the  Cruelty  with  which  he  treated  his  Wife  in 
fcr  last  Moments,  the  Spleen  and  Malice  with  which 
tt  alwa>*s  spoke  of  her,  and  the  little  Regret  he 
aK)wed  for  having  imbrued  his  hands  in  her  Blood, 
le  yet  had  an  unaccountable  Tenderness  for  his  own 
Vrson,  and  employed  the  last  Days  of  his  Confine- 
feent  in  Writing  many  Letters  to  his  Friends,  en- 
leadng  them  to  be  present  at  his  Execution,  in 
■der  to  preserve  his  Body  from  the  Hands  of  the 
wrgeonSy  which  of  all  things  he  dreaded,  and  in  order 
D  avoid  being  Anatomised  he  affronted  the  Court  at 
he  Old-Bailey^  at  the  Time  he  received  Sentence  of 
)eath,  intending  as  he  said,  to  provoke  than  to  liang 
im  in  Chains,  by  ivhich  nteans  he  should  escape  the 
Wangling  of  the  Surgeons'  Knives^  which  to  him 
xmed  ten  Thousand  times  worse  than  Death  itself. 
rhus  confused  he  passed  the  last  Moments  of  his 
.ife,  and  with  much  ado  recollected  himself,  so  as  to 
iiffer  with  some  kind  of  Decency,  which  he  did  on 
le  30th  of  April,  at  the  same  time  with  the  last 
lentioned  Malefactor. 


The  Life  of  Mary  Hanson,  a  Murderer. 

[MONGST  the  many  Frailties  to  which  our 
Nature  is  subject,  there  is  not  perhaps  a 
more  Dangerous  one  than  the  indulging 
ourselves  in  ridiculous  and  provoking  Dis- 
burses, merely  to  try  the  Tempers  of  other  People, 
speak  not  this  with  regard  to  the  Criminal  of  whom 
'e  are  next  to  treat,  but  of  the  Person  who  in  the 
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midst  of  his  Sins  drew  upcm  himself  a  sudden 
violent  Death  by  usin;^  such  silly  kind  of  S[;ee 
towards  a  Woman  weak  in  her  Nature,  and  dept 
of  what  little  Keast^n  she  had  by  Dritik.  This 
Creature  flying  into  an  Excess  of  Passion  with 
Francis  Peters,  who  was  some  distant  Relation  ti 
Ity  Marria;^e,  she  wounded  him  suddenly  under 
ri}^ht  I'a])  with  a  Knife,  before  she  could  be  preve 
by  any  of  the  Company,  of  which  Wound  he  ■ 
The  warm  Kxpressions  she  had  been  guilty  of  l> 
the  IIlow,  prevailed  with  the  Jurj'  to  think  she 
a  premeditated  Malice,  and  thereupon  found 
guilty, 

I'' ear  of  Death,  Want  of  Necessaries,  and  a  n: 
'I'entlemess  of  IJody,  brought  on  her  soon  after 
viction  so  great  a  Sickness,  that  she  could  not  a 
the  Duties  of  public  Devotion,  and  reduced  h 
the  Necessity  of  catching  the  little  Intervals  of 
wliich  her  Distemper  allowed  her,  to  beir  r>arc! 
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rr  receix-ing  the  Sacrament  she  not  only  per- 
led  this  Afrav  Hanson  to  behave  herself  as  became 
\iman  under  her  unhappy  Condition,  but  also 
^uaded  two  or  three  other  Female  Criminals  in 

Place  to  make  the  best  use  of  that  Mercy  which 
ut\-  of  the  Government  had  extended  them, 
ire  \i-as  a  Man  suffered  to  go  ti!\'ice  a  day  to  read 
iiem,  and  probably  it  was  he  who  drew  up  the 
ler  for  J/ary  //anson,  which  she  left  behind  her ; 
though  it  be  very  agreeable  to  the  Nature  of  her 
le,  yet  it  is  penned  in  the  Manner  not  likely  to 
le  from  the  hands  of  a  poor  ignorant  Woman, 
tain  it  is,  however,  that  she  behaved  herself  with 
at  Calmness  and  Resolution  at  the  time  of  her 
ith,  and  did  not  appear  at  all  disturbed  at  that 
rr\-  which  (as  I  shall  mention  in  the  next  Life) 
pened  at  the  Place  of  Execution.    The  Paper  she 

ran  in  these  Words,  z*ts. : — 

Pii/srr  left  by  Mary  Hanson,  at  the  Time  of  her 

Death. 

Though  the  Poverty  of  mv  Parents  hindered  me 
w  hazing  any  (n-cat  Edneation.  vet  I  resoize  to  do 
^  knozK'  others  in  my  unAappy  Cirenmsttinees  haze 
f,  and dy  inforpning the  World  of  the  Canst's  tchuh 
me  to  that  Crime^  for  whieh  I  so  justly  suffer,  that 
by  shunning  it  may  azwd  sueh  a  shiimeful  End  ; 
'  I partiiularly  desire  all  I r omen  to  take  heed  hozo 
\*  gizr  JTay  to  Drunhenness,  tchiih  is  a  Viie  but  too 
mon  in  this  .-/ «v.  //  Zi\u  that  Disordt-r  in  zchiih 
Spirits  icere^  ociasiofud  by  the  Liquor  I  /uul  dranh, 
\£Jk  hurried  me  to  the  committing  a  Crime,  at  tlte 
tmghts  of  zchieA  on  any  other  time  my  Blood  unyultl 
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have  lurdled.  I  Iwpe  you  will  afford  mt  yatrfi 
for  my  departing  Soul,  as  I  offer  up  miae  to  G» 
nom  of  you  may  follow  tne  to  this  fattU  Plaa.  H 
delivered  this  Paper,  she  suffCTcd  at  ^boid 
Vcarn  old. 


The  Life   of  Hryas    Smith,  a    Thrmtning 
Writer. 

HAVlv  already  observed  how  that 
I  the  Illack  Act  was  extended  for  pu 
i  'harUs  Towers,  concerned  in  setting 
'  Nctv  Mint,  who  as  he  afifirmed  di« 
fur  havinji  his  I'acc  accidentally  dirty  at  the 
iissaiiltcd  the  ItiuHff's  House.  I  must  now 
in  Mind  of  another  Clause  in  the  same  Act.  v 
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-iirViiN  Smii/i,  who  occasioned  this  observation,  was 
Iris/iman  of   Parts  so  ver>'  mean,  as  perhaps  such 
re  never  met  with  in  one  who  passed  for  a  rational 
^"^ature.     Yet  this  Fellow,  forsooth,  took  it  into  his 
*^t^d   that   he   might   be   able    to   frighten    Baron 
*^^<kxsso.  a  ver>'  rich  yen*  in  the  City,  out  of  a  con- 
^^clerable  Sum  of  ^Ione}^  by  terrifying  him  with  a 
^•^tter :  for  this  Purpose  he  wrote  one  indeed  in  a 
^tyle  I  dare  say  was  never  seen  before  or  since.     Its 
spelling  was  a4a-mode  de  Brogue,  and  the  whole 
^Xibstance  of  the  Thing  filled  with  Oaths,  Curses, 
^Execrations  and  Threatenings  of  Murder  and  Bum- 
*^g,  if  such  a  Sum  of  Money  was  not  sent  as  he  in 
•^s  great  Wisdom  thought  fit  to  demand.    The  Man's 
,^Ianagement  in  sending  this,  and  directing  how  he 
"Would  have  an  Answer  was  of  a  piece  with  his  Style, 
^nd  altogether  made  Discovery  no  difficult  Matter. 
So  that  Bryan  being  apprehended,  was  at  the  next 
Sessions  at  the  Old-Bailey  tried  and  convicted  on  the 
Evidence  of  some  of  his  Countrymen.     And  when 
after  receiving  Sentence,  tliere  remained  no  hopes 
for  him  of  Favour,  to  make  up  a  consistent  Character 
he  declared  himself  a  Papist^  and  as  is  usual  with 
Persons  of  that  Profession,  was  forbidden  by  his 
Priest  to  go  any  more  to  the  public  Chapel.     How- 
ever, that  Justice  may  be  done  him,  he  appeared  as 
far  as  outward  Circumstances  will  give  us  leave  to 
judge  very  sorry  for  the  Crime  he  had  committed  ; 
and  having  had  the   Priest  with  him  a  considerable 
Time  the  Uay  before  his  Death,  he  would  needs  go 
to  the  place  of  Execution  in  a  Shroud.    He  repeiited 
as  he  went  along,  the  Hail  Mary  and  Pater  Noster^ 
but  there  being  many  Persons  to  Suffer,  and  the 
Executioner  thereby  put  into   a  Confusion,  Smith 
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observing  the  hurrj'  slipped  the  Rope  over  his  He 
and  jumped  at  once  over  the  Copse  of  the  C 
amongst  the  Mob.  Had  he  been  wise  enough 
have  come  in  his  Clothes,  and  not  in  a  Shroud,  i 
highly  probable  he  had  made  his  Escape;  but 
white  dress  rendering  him  conspicuous  even  at  a 
tance,  the  Sheriffs'  Officcers  were  not  long  be 
Sbey  retook  him,  and  placed  him  in  his  former  Si 
lion  again.  Hope  and  Fear,  Desire  of  Life, 
dinead  of  immediate  Execution,  had  occasionec 
gT%at  an  Emotion  of  his  Spirits,  that  he  appeare 
hw  last  Moments  in  a  Confusion  not  to  be  descril 
and  departed  the  World  in  such  an  Agony  tha 
was  a  long  time  before  he  died,  which  was  at 
same  Time  with  the  Malefactor  before  mentic 
viz.,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1725. 
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of  ereat  Use  to  him,  in  the  most  miserable 
M"  his  Life.  He  rambled  about  with  his  Father 
other  until  the  Age  of  fourteen.     When  they 

he  was  left  to  the  wide  World,  with  Nothing 
vide  for  himself  but  his  Wits,  so  tliat  he  was 

under  Necessity  of  going  into  a  Gang  of 
>\  that   f>assed  by  that   Part  of   the  Country 

he  was.  These  Gipsies  taught  him  -all  their 
>f  Living ;  and  it  happened  that  the  Crew  he 

0  were  not  of  the  worst  sort  neither,  for  they 
lined  themselves  rather  by  the  Credulit}'  of 
ry  Folks,  than  by  the  ordinary  Practices  of  those 
f  People,  stealing  of  Poultry  and  robbing 
^  of  what  Linen  People  are  careless  enough  to 
here,  I  shall  have  another  and  more  proper 
on,  to  give  my  Readers  the   Histor)"  of  this 

People,  who  were  anciently  formidable  enough 
:r\e  a  jx^culiar  Act  of  Parliament  altered  and 
ed  in  several  Reioms  for  banishinijf  them  the 
om  ;  but  to  iro  on  with  the  Storv  of  Ward,  he 
ig  this  Employment,  took  cKcasion  when  they 
nto  /y//c/ri/ic/iaf/is/iin\  to  leave  them  at  a  Com- 
)y  GtTitn/'Cross,  and  came  up  to  London. 
he  came  here,  he  was  still  in  the  siune  State, 
lowinor  what  to  do  to  iret  Bread.  .  At  last  he 
ght  himself  of  the  Sea.  and  [prevailed  on  a 
n  to  take  him  with  him  a  pretty  long  Voyage. 
haved  himself  so  well  in  his  Passage,  that  his 
r  took  him  with  him  airain,  and  used  him  verv 
.  but  he  dying.  Ward  was  again  put  to  his 
thou^rh  on  his  Arrival  in  Enkrlamih^  broui^^ht 

1  him  near  thirty  Guineas  to  London.  He  took 
Lodging  near  the  Iron  Gate  at  St.  Catherines^ 
king  a  \\'alk  one  Evening  on  TiKcer  WharJ\ 


:<:J::z/rs  f:yr  :;-  A^./r^\v.  kimLrai  ker  from  U 
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any  L>c:,T^re  up*  r.  a  W  on^^in.     The  \>:r\'  ^^-> 

in-^^  afrer  their  \V•Jvi■i:^.^^  Madam  [-p--vaiU_-J  c 
slip  on  an  old  C«.at  and  take  a  Walk  Ly  th 
which  she  had  sh^rwn  him  for  h'.-r  L"ncl«:'s. 
no  sooner  cut  ri  Drx'rs.  but  she  i;ave  the 
some  of  her  Accomplices,  who  in  a  Quart* 
Hours  time  helped  her  to  strip  the  Lodi^ 

f  r       11         t.  •    I.     1      1  1     -         "  *■  y    ' 
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him  in  so  many  Words,  that  if  he  did  not  find 
'  \vmin,  or  maJte  than  Reparation  for  their  Goods, 
:<\hu/d  st^nd  him  to  Neworate ;  but  alas !  it  was 
er  in  ITards  Power  to  do  one  nor  the  other; 
which  the  People  were  as  ijood  as  tlicir  Word, 
liey  sent  for  a  Constable  and  had  him  before  a 
CO  :  there  the  whole  Fact  appearing,  the  Justice 
lar^ed  him,  and  told  them,  they  must  take  tluir 
idy  ai^ainst  him  at  eommon  Lazo.  Upon  this, 
'</took  the  Ad\-antage  and  made  off;  but  taking 
•inking  to  drive  away  the  Sorrows  that  encom- 
?d  him,  he  at  last  fell  into  ill  Company,  and  by 
\  was  prevailed  on  to  join  in  doing  ill  Actions  to 
Monev.  He  had  been  but  a  short  time  at  this 
ie,  before  he  committed  the  Fact  for  which  he 

lin^on  was  the  Road  where  he  generally  took  a 
e,  and  therefore  endeavoured  to  make  himself 
xrtly  acquainted  with  many  Waj'S  that  lead  to  that 
Town,  which  he  effected  so  well,  that  he  escaped 
ral  times  from  the  strictest  Pursuits.  At  last  it 
I  into  his  Head,  that  the  safest  Way  would  be  to 
Women,  which  accordingly  he  put  in  Practice, 
committed  abundance  of  Thefts  that  Way  for 
Space  of  six  Weeks;  particularly  on  one  Mrs. 
c  I  lihary  of  a  Gold  Ring  Value  t^venty  Shillings, 
soon  after  M  rs.  Elizabeth  Barker  of  a  Gold  Ring 
:ith  Garnets.  For  these  t^vo  Facts  being  appre- 
led,  he  was  committed  to  iVezc-Prison,  where 
IT  refusing  or  not  being  able  to  make  Discoveries, 
imained  in  Custody  till  the  Sessions  at  the  Old- 
n\  where  the  Persons  swearing  positively  to  his 
i,  he  was  after  a  trivial  Defence  convictetl,  and 
ived  Sentence  of  Death  accordinirlv.    As  he  had 
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no  Relations  that  he  knew  of,  nor  so  mucli  as  oat 
Friend  in  the  World,  the  Thoughts  of  Haixlon  ficw9 
distracted  his  Mind  a  Moment;  he  applidi  himsdl 
from  tile  Day  of  his  Sentence  to  a  new  I'repanitiM 
Tor  Death,  and  havinjr  in  the  M  idst  of  all  his  Truubk 
accustomed  himself  to  Reading,  he  was  of  great  Ui 
to  his  unhappy  Companions  in  reading  the  Scriptur 
and  assisting  them  in  their  private  Devotions.  K 
made  a  just  use  of  tloat  Space  which  the  Mar)- 
the  English  Law  allows  to  Persons  who  are  to  sufl 
[  Death  for  their  Crimes  to  make  their  Peace  with  tha 
Creator. 

There  was  but  one  Person  who  visited  this  Oifcoih 

while  under  tlie  Sentence  of  the  Law,  and  he  thtwgl 

hat  the  only  Method  by  which  he  could  do  Ilim  S( 

ifice  was  to  save  his  Life.      He  therefore  proposed 

I  a  very  probable  Method  of  escaping,  which  ( 

Reasons  not  hard  to  be  euesscd  at,  I  shall  foibr^ 

describinij.      He  pressed  him  so  often  and  niacicl 

iPracticability  of  llie  Thing  so  plain,  tliat  the  Crinui 

last  condescended  to  make  the  l£xperimail.iii 

his  Friend  promised  the  next  Day  to  brinjjhimll 

£Materials  for  his  Escape.     That  Niyht  It'artt^'d 

■began  then  to  be  weak  in  his  Limlw,  with  llieSk 

TOess  which  had  lain  upon  him  ever  since  he  had  1* 

In  the  Prison,  fell  into  a  deep  Sleep,  a  Cumfort  ! 

had  not  felt  since  the  coming  on  of  his  Mislortiii" 

In  this  Space  he  dreamed  that  he  was  in  a  ver^■K^^!tl 

sandy  Place,  which  was  bounded  beftirc  him  U 

deep  River,  which  in  the  Middle  of  the  Plain  [wiW 

itself  into  two  Streams,  and  after  having  runacd 

■is'iderable    Space,    united   again,    having   formttl  ■ 

■3jjland  within  the   Brnnchf-H.     <,)n  the  olliu"  Side 
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Countries  that  could  be  thought  of,  covered 
ees  full  of  Ripe    Fruit   and   adorned  with   ^ 

On  the  other  Side  in  the  Island  which  was 
,  having  a  large  Ann  of  Water  running  behind 
lother  smaller  before,  the  Soil  appeared  sandy 
ren,  like  that  whereon  he  stood.  While  he 
>ing  at  this  Sight,  he  beheld  a  Person  of  a 
id  venerable  aspect,  in  Garb  and  Appearance 
•hepherd,  who  asked  him  twice  or  thrice, 
\\'  t/ii-  7nciinifii;^  0/  xc/iat  he  there  sau\  to  which 
ering,  Xo.  tccU  theUs  says  the  Stranger,  /  will 
'ou  this  Sight  which  von  see,  is  just  your  pre- 
}  \yN  hitzr  Hothifig  to  resolve  with  yourself^ 
her  you  xoill  prepixre  by  sivimming  aeross  this 
umediatch\  for  ever  to  possess  that  beautiful 

that  lies  before  you,  or  by  attempt i fig  the  Pits- 
r  the  uarroxc  Jioard,  whieh  crossing  the  first 

the  River  leads  into  the  Island  where  you  will 

amidst  Briars  and  Thorns,  and  must  at  last 
f  deep  JTater,  bi fore  you  lan  epijoy  the  pleasant 

you  behold  on  the  other  Side.     This  X'ision 

>  strong  an  Impression  on  the  poor  Man's 
that  when  his  Friend  came  he  refused  abso- 

>  make  his  H^sca[>c,  but  suflfereii  with  great 
»f  Calmness  and  true  Re[>entance  at  Tyburn, 
ventv-seventh  Year  of  his  Aije, 
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The  Life  of  Jamks  Whitk.  a  Priz-ate   Thief. 

■Tl'PIOITY.  however  it  may  arise,  whelhtr 
j  from  a  Natural  Imperfection  of  tlie  ratioral 
.  i'"acultie.s,  or  from  want  of  Education,  ot 
from  drowning  it  wholly  in  bestial  and 
sensual  Pleasures,  is  doubtless  one  of  the  highest  | 
Misfortunes,  which  can  befall  any  Man  whatsoever; 
fur  it  not  only  leaves  him  little  better  than  the  Beast 
which  perish,  exjxjsed  to  a  thousand  Inconveniences 
aj;ainst  which  there  is  no  Guard  but  that  of  clear  and 
unbiassed  Reason,  but  it  renders  him  also  base  and 
abject,  when  under  Misfortunes,  the  Sport  and  Con- 
tempt of  that  wicked  and  debauched   Part  of  the 
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;e  force  that  might  obh'ge  Women  to  submit 
St  their  Wills  unto  the  other, 
hile  he  was  a  mere  Boy,  and  worked  about  as 
>uld  with  anybody  who  would  employ  him,  he 
1  a  Way  to  steal  and  carr)-  oflF  thirt)-  Pounds' 
ht  of  Tobacco,  the  Property  of  Mr.  Pcrr\\  an 
mt  MrHnia  Merchant,  and  for  which  he  was  at 
(isuinof  Assizes  at  the  Old  Bailey  trietl  and  con- 
1.  and  thereupon  ordered  for  Transportation, 
fi  pursuance  of  that  Sentence  sent  on  board  the 
jport  Vessel  accordingly.  Their  Allowance 
was  ver)-  poor,  such  as  the  Miserable  Wretches 
hardly  subsist  on,  r/i.,  a  Pint  and  a  half  of 
Water,  and  a  very  small  Piece  of  Salt  Meat 
iem  each ;  but  that  wherein  their  greatest  Misery 
>ted,  was  the  Hole  in  which  they  were  locked 
•neath  the  Deck,  where  they  were  tied  two  and 
n  order  to  prevent  those  Dangers  which  the 
>  Crew  often  runs,  by  the  Attempts  made  by 
IS  to  escape.  In  this  disconsolate  Condition  he 
d  his  time  until  the  Arrival  of  the  Ship  in 
'/Vc7,  where  he  met  with  a  Piece  of  good  Luck, 
aining  Liberty  may  be  called  good  Luck  with- 
rquiring  at  the  same  time  a  Means  to  preser\'e 
n  any  Comfort  It  happened  thus  :  The  Super- 
falling  sick,  under  the  usual  Distemper  which 
Strangers  at  first  coming,  if  they  keep  not  to 
jcactest  Rules  of  Temperance  and  Forbearance 
X)ng  Liquors,  ran  quickly  so  much  in  Debt  with 
h)-sician,  that  he  was  obliged  immediately  to  go 
>y  doing  which,  fix  Felons  became  their  own 
ers,  of  whom  fames  Iiyiiiewas  one.  He  retired 
he  Woods,  and  lived  there  in  a  ver\*  wretched 
icr  for  scmie  time,  till  he  met  with  some  Indian 
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ported,  and  that  for  fear  of  beiii^  seized  he  I 
the  Woods,  where  he  had  endured  the  gr 

ships.    The  Ser\ants  pitying  his  desperate  Co 
relieved  him  often,  without  the  Knowledge  c 
Mistress  until  they  got  him  into  a  Planters  !: 
,.  where  though  he  worked  hard  he  was  sure 

tolerably  well.     But  at  length  being  ordered  t 
"-  *  Water  in  large  Vessels  over  the  Rocks  to  th 

that  rode  in  the  Bay  underneath  it,  his  Fee 

thereby  so  intolerably  cut,  that  he  was  soon  re 

lame  and  incapable  of  doing  it  any  longer 

/'  i  -  Family  thereupon  grew  wear)'  of  keeping  him 

decrepit  State  he  was  in,  and  so  for  what 
Scullion-like  Labour  he  was  able  to  do,  a  M; 
a  Ship  took  him  on  board  and  carried  ] 
England. 

On  his  Return  hither,  he  went  direcdv 
F'riends  in  Cripplegate  Parish,  and  told  ther 
had  befallen  him,  and  how  he  was  driven  hom< 
almost  as  much  by  force  as  he  was  hurried  ; 
They  were  too  poor  to  be  able  to  conceal  hi 
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iking  up  all  such  Persons  as  returned  from 
portation.  White  amongst  the  Rest  was  seized, 
t  the  ensuinor  Sessions  at  the  Old-Baile\  con- 
on  that  Statute,  and  pleaded  only  that  he  was 
young  Man,  and  if  the  Court  would  have  so 
Pity  on  him  as  to  send  him  over  again,  he 
be  satisfied  to  stav  all  his  Lifetime  in  Ameriea, 
le  Resolution  which  had  been  taken  to  spare 
vho  returned  back  to  Efiglamil^  because  such 
IS  were  more  bloody  and  dangerous  Rogues 
ny  other,  and  prompted  by  Despair,  apt  to  re- 
e  Officers  of  J  ustice,  caused  him  to  be  put  into 
eath-Warrant 

1  before  and  after  receiving  Sentence,  he  not 
ibandoned  himself  to  a  stupid  heedless  In- 
e,  but  behaved  in  so  rude  and  troublesome  a 
:r,  as  occasioned  his  being  complained  of  by 
Tiiserable  Wretches  who  were  under  the  same 
mnation  as  a  i^reater  Grievance  to  them  than 
ir  other  Misfortunes  put  together.  He  would 
mes  threaten  modest  Women  who  came  into 
:>le  to  visit,  tease  them  with  obscene  Discourse, 
tor  his  being  Prisoner  there  committed  Acts  of 
less  to  the  Amazement  and  Horror  of  the  most 
I  and  abandoned  Wretches  in  that  dreadful 
Being  however  severely  Reprimanded  for 
jinor  <io  beastlv  a  Course  of  Life,  when  Life 
vas  no  near  beinof  extin^niisheil,  he  laid  the 
to  his  own  ignorance,  and  said,  if  /iez<.Tre  better 
ted  he  icould  behave  better,  but  could  not  bear 
abused,  threatened,  and  even  maltreated  bv 
who  were  in  the  s;ime  State  with  himself, 
this  linic  he  ad^^lictetl  himself  to  attend  more 
Iv  to   reli^it>us    Discourses   than   most  of  the 
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Rest,  and  as  far  as  the  amazing  Dulness  of  his  In-  ' 
tcllcct  would  give  him  leave,  applied  to  the  Duties  *k 
his  sad  State. 

Uefore  his  Death  lie  jjave  many  Testimonies  of  a 
sincere  and  unaffected  Sorrow  for  his  Crimes,  butai  - 
he  had  not  the  least  Xotion  of  the  Nature,  EtficaiT,  ' 
or  Preparation  necessar)'  for  the  Sacrament,  it  *»  ■ 
not  given  him  as  is  usually  done  to  Malefactors  oi 
the  Day  of  their  Death.     At  the  Place  of  Executioi 
he  seemed  to  be  surprised  and  astonished,  looked! 
wildly  round  upon  the  People,  and  then  asking  Ae 
Minister  who  attended  him,  what  he  must  now  do? 
The  Person  spoke  to  instructed  him,  and  shutting  la 
Hands  close,  cried  out  with  great  Vehemence,  Lori 
receive  my  Soul.      His  age  was  about  twenty-h^  at 
the  time  he  suffered,  which  was  on  the  6th  Dayrfl 
November,  ^T2%. 
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;t  Motive  to  excite  Compassion,  and  consequently 
obtain  Mercy,  it  is  made  very  often  a  Pretence. 
Joseph  Aliddleton  was  the  Son  of  a  very  poor 
)ugh  honest  labouring  Man,  in  the  County  of  Kent, 
ir  Deptford,  who  did  all  that  was  in  his  Power  to 
ng  up  his  Children.  This  unfortunate  Son  being 
:en  off  his  Hands  by  an  Uncle,  a  Gardetur,  who 
)ught  the  Boy  up  to  his  own  Business,  and  conse- 
endy  to  labour  hard  enough,  which  would  to  an 
derstanding  Person  appear  no  such  very  great 
irdship,  where  a  Man  had  continually  been  inured 
it  even  from  his  Cradle,  and  had  neither  Capacity 
r  the  least  probability  of  attaining  anything  better, 
:  such  an  intolerable  thing  did  it  seem  to  Middleion, 
it  he  resolved  at  any  rate  to  be  rid  of  it,  and  to 
rchase  an  easier  way  of  spending  his  Days. 
In  order  to  this,  he  very  wisely  chose  to  go  on 
ird  a  Man  of  War  then  bound  for  the  Baltic.  He 
s  in  himself  a  stupid  clumsy  Fellow,  and  the 
ficers  and  Seamen  in  the  Ship  treated  him  so 
:^hly,  the  fatigue  he  went  through  was  so  great, 
J  the  Coldness  of  the  Climate  so  pinching  to  him, 
It  he  who  so  impatiendy  wished  to  be  rid  of  the 
untry  Work,  now  as  eamesdy  desired  to  return 
ireto ;  and  therefore  when  on  the  Return  of  Sir 
yhn  Norris,  the  Ship  he  was  in  was  paid  off  and 
charged,  he  was  in  extasy  of  Joy  thereat,  and  im- 
:diately  went  down  again  to  settle  hard  to  Labour, 
he  had  done  before.  Experience  having  convinced 
n,  that  there  were  much  more  Hardships  sustained 
one  short  Ramble,  than  in  a  laborious  Life.  In 
ler,  as  is  the  common  Phrase,  to  settle  in  the 
orld,  he  married  a  poor  Woman,  by  whom  he  had 
o  Children,  and  thereby  made  her  as  unhappy  as 
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himself;  for  what  he  was  able  to  earn  by  his  Ha 
falling  much  short  of  what  was  necessary  to  k 
House  in  the  Way  he  lived,  this  reduced  him  to  s 
Narrowness  of  Circumstances,  that  he  was  obli 
as  he  would  have  it  believed,  to  take  illegal  Mett 
for  Support. 

His  own  blockish  and  dastardly  Temper,  as  it 
prevented  his  ever  doing  Good  in  any  honest  \ 
so  it  as  effectually  put  it  out  of  his  Power  to  ace 
anything  considerable  by  the  Rapine  he  commit 
for  as  he  wanted  Spirit  to  go  into  a  Place  where  t 
was  immediate  Danger,  so  his  Companions  wh( 
the  Fact  while  he  scouted  about  to  sec  if  anyl 
was  coming,  and  to  give  them  Notice,  when 
divided  the  Booty  gave  him  just  what  they  tho 
fit,  and  kept  the  Rest  to  themselves.  He  had 
on  in  this  miserable  Way  for  a  considerable  S| 
and  yet  was  able  to  acquire  very  little,  his  \\ 
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m  I  ntellionence,  and  shared  in  the  Money  thev 
k.  the  Jur\'  found  him  guilt)-. 
Vhile  he  lay  under  Conviction,  he  did  his  utmost 
deavour  to  understand  what  was  necessan'  for  him 
Jo  in  order  to  Salvation ;  he  applied  himself  with 
lost  Diligence  to  prajing  God  to  instruct  and 
ighten  his  Understanding,  that  he  might  be  able 
Improve  by  his  Sufferings  and  reap  a  Benefit  from 
Chastisements  of  his  Maker.  In  this  Frame  of 
ad  he  continued  with  great  Steadiness  and  Calm- 
s  till  the  Time  of  his  Execution,  at  which  he 
wed  some  Fear  and  Confusion,  as  the  Sight  of 
h  a  Death  is  apt  to  create,  even  in  the  stoutest 
I  best  prepared  Breast  This  jroseph  MiiiiiUion 
he  time  of  his  Exit,  was  in  about  the  fortieth  Year 
his  Age. 


Thi-  Life  of  John  Price,  a  Housebreaker. 

PROFLIGATE  Life  naturally  terminates 
in  Miser\%  and  according  to  the  Vices  which 
it  has  most  pursued,  so  are  its  Punishments 
suited  to  it  Drunkenness  besots  the  Under- 
idinof,  ruins  the  Constitution,  and  leaves  those 
iicted  to  it  in  the  last  Stages  of  Life,  in  Want  and 
>er\-,  equally  destitute  of  all  Necessaries,  and  in- 
able  to  procure  them.  Lewdness  and  Lust  after 
se  Women,  ener\ates  both  the  \igour  of  the 
lin  and  Streninh  of  the  Bodv,  induces  VVeaknesses 
t  anticipate  old  Age,  and  afHict  the  declining  Sin- 
with  so  many  Evils,  as  makes  him  a  Burden  to 
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The  Life  t?/"  William  Sperrv,  Footpad  tttut^ 
wayman. 

HERE  is  not  anything^  more  exi 
in  the  Circumstances  of  tliose  who  from  I 
Life  of  Rapine   and   Plunder  come  to  re 
natural  Caiaslroplte,  a  violent  and  is^ii 
nious  Death,  than  that  some  of  them,  from  a  Life 
Piety  and  Religion,  have  on  a  sudden  fallen  inlo 
opposite  a  Behaviour,  and  without  any  Stumbles 
the  Road  of  Virtue,  taken  as  it  were  a  Leap  from  " 
Precipice  at  once.    This  Malefactor,  IVillUim  .Sj 
was  born  of  Parents  in  very  low  Circumstanctti. 
.jifibrded  him  and  his  Brother  scarcely  any  EdncatrB 
■•mtil  having  reached  the  Age  of  fourteen  Vcars, ' 
with   his    younger    Brother   before-mentioned,  » 
both  decoyed  by  one  of  the  Agents  for  the  Plaat 
tions,  and  transported  to  Ameridt,  where  they 
sold  for  about  seven  Years.     After  the  BxpirathMi 
this  Term,  WillUvH  Sperty  went  to  live  at  /Md 
ddphia,  tlie  Capital  of  Pensylvania.  one  of  the  ' 
Plantations  the  EHgtish  have  in  Ameriea.    Il 
its  Name  from  Wtlluxm  Pen,  the  famous  Quaker, 
first  planted  it.     Here,  being  chiefly  instigated  thi 
from  the  great  Piety  and  unafVected  Puriiy  of  MofS 
which  the    InhahitinLs  of  that  Colony  cAcel  " 
;reatcr  Part  of   the  World   besides,    Sperty  bt 
utmost  Industrj'  to  endeavour 
ing,  and  the  Master  with  whom 
;  few  iodinaaoft^  tjj 
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^  and  Sparks^  undertook,  after  having  well  weighed 
Attempt,  to  enter  the  House  of  the  Duke  of 
is,  by  moving  the  Sash,  and  so  plunder  it  of  what 

to  be  got    Cliffc  accordingly,  by  their  Assistance, 

in  at  the  Window,  and  afterwards  handed  out  a 
ik.  Hat,  and  other  Things  to  his  Companions, 
rks  and  Price,  but  they  were  all  immediately  ap- 
lended.  Cliffe  made  an  Information  by  which  he- 
overed  the  whole  Fact,  and  it  was  fully  proved 
Mr.  Bealin  that  Price  when  first  apprehended, 
ed  that  he  had  been  with  Cliffc  and  Sparks. 
m  the  whole  the  Jury  found  him  guilty,  upon 
:h  he  freely  acknowledged  the  Justice  of  their 
diet  at  the  Bar.  All  the  Time  he  lay  under  Con- 
ion,  he  behaved  himself  as  a  Person  convinced  of 
)wn  Un worthiness  of  Life,  and  therefore  repined 
at  the  Justice  of  that  Sentence  which  condemned 

to  Death,  though  in  his  Behaviour  before  his 
il,  there  had  appeared  much  of  that  rough  and 
terous  Disposition  usual  in  Fellows  of  no  Edu- 
>n  who  have  long  practised  such  Ways  of  Living. 

long  before  his  Death,  he  laid  aside  all  that 
Dcity  of  Mind,  appearing  calm  and  easy  under 
^Veight  of  his  Sufferings,  and  so  much  dissatisfied 

the  Trouble  he  had  met  with  in  the  World,  that 
ppeared  scarce  desirous  of  remaining  in  it  He 
not  able  himself  to  give  any  Account  of  his  Age, 
as  far  as  could  be  guessed  from  his  Looks,  he 
It  be  about  thirty  when  executed,  which  was  at 
same  Time  with  the  Malefactor  last  mentioned, 
IJ',  whose  Information  had  hanged  him,  being  re- 
ined. 
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The  Life  of  WiLUAM  Sperry,  Footpad  and  Hi^ 

waymatt. 

■  HERE  is  not  anything  more  extraordhiaiy 
in  the  Circumstances  of  those  who  from  a 
Life  of  Rapine  and  Plunder  come  to  ib 
'  natural  Catastrophe,  a  violent  and  i^ooii- 
niuLts  Dcalh.  dian  that  some  of  them,  from  a  Life  of 
Piety  and  Religion,  have  on  a  sudden  fallen  into  so 
opposite  a  Behaviour,  and  without  any  Stumbles  io 
the  Road  of  Virtue,  taken  as  it  were  a  Leap  from  die 
Precipice  at  once.  This  Malefactor.  William  Sperry. 
was  bom  of  Parents  in  ver>'  low  Circumstances,  who 
afforded  him  and  his  Brother  scarcely  any  Educaboa 
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me  Expense  to  have  him  taught  Writing^.  Yet  he 
1  not  swer\*e  in  his  Religion,  or  fall  into  QNakensm^ 
t  predominant  Sect  here,  but  went  constantly  to 
s  Church  belonging  to  the  Religion  by  Law  estab- 
hed  in  England^  read  several  good  Books,  and 
plied  himself  with  much  Zeal  to  the  Service  of 
v/.  Removing  from  the  House  of  this  his  kind 
aster,  to  that  of  another  Planter,  he  abated  Nothing 

his  Zeal  for  Devotion,  but  went  constandy  from 
>  Masters  House  to  the  Church  at  West  CAester^ 
lich  was  near  five  Miles  from  his  Home.  Happen- 
y  not  long  after  to  have  the  Adx'antage  of  going 
a  Trading  Vessel  to  several  Ports  in  Apfitrua,  he 
ve  himself  up  with  great  Pleasure  to  this  new 
fe,  but  his  Happiness  therein,  like  all  other  Species 

human  Bliss,  ver)-  shortly  faded ;  for  one  ^lom- 
T  just  as  the  Day  b^jan  to  dawn,  the  Vessel  in 
lich  he  sailed,  was  boarded,  and  after  a  very  short 
ruofgrle  taken,  bv  the  famous  Linve  the  Pirate, 
^ri'  being  a  brisk  young  Lad,  Loxc^e  would  fain 
ve  taken  him  into  his  Crew,  but  the  Lad  havnng 
U  \-irtuous  Principles  remaining,  earnestly  entreated 
at  he  might  be  excused,  which  on  the  Score  of  his 
\-ing  discovered  to  Ltnoe,  a  mutinous  Conspiracy  of 
s  Crew,  the  Generosit)'  of  that  Pirate  was  so  great, 
at  finding  no  Offer  of  his  could  make  any  Impres- 
m.  he  caused  him  to  be  set  safe  on  Shore  in  the 
ight  on  one  of  the  Lenaird  Islands. 
Notwithstanding  Sperry  did  not  at  that  Time  com- 
y  Avith  the  Instigations  of  the  Pirate,  yet  his  Mind 
is  so  much  poisoned  by  the  Sight  of  what  passed 
.  board,  that  he  from  that  Time  had  an  Itching  to- 
irds  Plunder,  and  a  Desire  of  getting  Money  at  an 
sier  Rate  than  by  the  Sweat  of  his  Brow.     While 
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these  Thoughts  were  floating  in  his  Head,  be 
entertained  on  Iioard  one  of  his  Afaje^y'i  Afem  of 
War,  and  while  he  continued  in  llie  Service, 
Pirate  Vessel  taken,  and  the  Men,  being  tried  befofc 
a  Court  of  Admiralty  in  New  England,  were  cserf 
one  of  them  executed  except  five,  who  manifecrif 
appeared  to  have  been  fnrced  into  the  Pirate's  Ser- 
vice. One  would  have  thought  this  would  hare 
totally  eradicated  all  Liking  to  that  Sort  of  Practice, 
but  it  seems  it  did  not  For  as  soon  as  Sperrycasx. 
borne  to  England,  and  had  married  a  Wife,  by 
which  his  Inclinations  were  chained.  thoug:h  he  had 
no  Ability  to  support  her,  and  falling  into  gnai 
Necessities,  he  either  tempted  other*,  or  assoc^tol 
himself  with  certain  loose  and  abandoned  youi^ 
Men  ;  for,  as  he  himself  constantly  declared,  he  was 
not  led  into  evil  Practices  by  the  Persuasions  of  any 
1  [owevcr  it  was.  the  Facts  he  committed  were  manj, 
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2  Gendemen  say  to  the  other,  there  s  D M 


c  Gamester^  behind  us ;  he  has  won  at  least  sixty 
uineas  to-night.  Sperry  and  his  Crew  had  no  fur- 
er  Dispute  whether  they  should  rob  the  Gentlemen 

Red  or  no,  but  resolved  to  wait  the  Coming  of  so 

:h  a  Prize.     It  was  but  a  few  Minutes  before  AI 

•peared  in  Sight;  they  immediately  stepped  into 
e  Path,  two  before  him,  and  two  behind,  and  watch- 
^  him  to  the  Comer  of  a  Hedge,  the  two  who 
ire  behind  him  caught  him  by  the  Shoulders,  turned 
m  round,  and  hurr)^ing  him  about  ten  Yards,  pushed 
m  into  a  dry  Ditch,  which  they  had  no  sooner  done, 
It  they  all  four  leaped  down  upon  him.  There 
ey  began  to  examine  his  Pockets.    M thought 

have  talked  them  out  of  a  stricter  Search  by  pre- 
iiding  he  had  lost  a  great  Deal  of  Money  at  Play, 
d  had  but  fifty  Shillings  about  him,  which  with  a 
Iver  Watch  and  a  Cr)-stal  Ring  he  seemed  very 
ady  to  deliver ;  and  it  is  very  probable  these  would 
ve  been  accepted,  if  they  had  not  had  better 
telligence ;  but  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  Gang  per- 
iving  after  turning  out  all  his  Pockets,  that  they 
uld  discover  nothing  of  Value,  he  began  to  exert 
e  Style  of  a  Highwayman  upon  an  Examina- 
)n,  and  addressed  the  Gamester  in  these  Terms : 
obody  but  such  a  Rogue  as  you  would  have  given 
mtUnun  of  our  Faculty  so  much  Trouble.  Sir,  we 
:r  received  Advice  by  good  Hands  from  Bellsize, 
at  you  won  sixty  Guineas  to-jday  at  Play ;  produce 
an  immediately^  or  we  sluill  take  it  for  granted  you 
ve  szifallowed  them,  and  in  such  a  Case,  Sir,  I  have 
\  Instrument  ready  to  give  us  apt  immediate  Account 

the  Contents  of  your  Stomach.      M ,  in    a 

eadful  Fright,  put  his   Hand  under  his  Arm,  and 
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from  thence  produced  a  Green  Purse  with  a  fifty- 
pound  IJank-Note,  and  eighteen  Guineas,  which  they 
had  no  sooner  taken,  than  ticing  him  fast  to  a  Hedge 
Stake,  they  ran  across  the  Fields  in  search  of  another 
Booty.  They  spun  out  the  Time,  being  a  Moonlighl 
Night,  until  past  Eleven,  there  being  so  much  Com- 
pany on  the  Road  that  they  found  it  impossible  to 
attack  without  Danger. 

As  they  were  returning  home,  they  heard  the  Noise 
of  a  Coach  driving  very  hard,  and  upon  turning  aboui 

saw  it  was  that  of  Sir  W--        B ,  himself  in  the 

Box,  two  Ladies  of  Pleasure  in  the  Coach,  and  his 
Servants  a  great  Way  behind.  One  of  them  there- 
fore seized  tlie  Horse  on  one  Side,  and  another  oo 

the  other,  but  Sir  W drove  so  very  hard,  that 

the  Pull  of  the  Horses  brought  them  both  to  the 
Ground,  and  he  at  the  same  Time  encouraging  them 
with  his  Voice  and  the  Smack  of  his  Whip,  drove 
safe  off  without  any   Hurt,  though  they  fired  two 
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being  unwilling  to  disgrace  his  Family,  rather  than 
take  rougher  Methods,  they  had  informed  him,  in 
order  that  by  his  Interposition  the  Affair  might  be 
made  up.  As  soon  as  they  had  written  this  Letter, 
they  dispatched  one  of  their  Number  to  carry  it  and 
to  deliver  it,  as  if  by  Mistake,  to  the  young  Gentle- 
man's Wife.  This  had  the  desired  Effect,  for  in  less 
than  Half-an-hour  came  the  Father,  the  Wife,  and 
another  of  her  Trustees,  who  happened  to  be  paying 
a  Visit  there  when  the  Letter  came.  They  no  soonei 
entered  the  Tavern,  but  hearing  the  Gentleman*s 
Voice  they  asked  for,  they  without  Ceremony  opened 
the  Door,  and  finding  a  Woman  there,  all  was  be- 
lieved, and  there  followed  a  mighty  Uproar.  Two 
of  the  Rogues  who  were  best  dressed,  had  slipped 
into  the  next  Room  and  called  for  half  a  Pint  They 
as  if  by  accident  came  out  at  the  Noise,  and  under 
Pretence  of  inquiring  the  Occasion,  took  the  Oppor- 
tunity of  picking  the  Gentleman's  Pockets  of  twenty- 
five  Guineas,  one  Gold  Watch,  and  two  silver  Snuff- 
Boxes,  which  it  is  to  be  presumed  were  never  missed 
until  after  the  Affair  was  over. 

The  last  Robber)^  Spcrry  committed  was  upon  one 
T/iomis  Golding,  not  far  from  Bromley,  who  not 
having  any  Money  about  him,  Sperry  endeavoured 
to  make  it  up  by  taking  all  his  Clothes ;  for  which 
being  apprehended,  at  the  next  Sessions  at  the  Old- 
Baihy,  he  was  convicted  for  this  Offence,  and  having 
no  Friends,  could  not  entertain  the  least  Hopes  of 
Pardon.  From  the  Time  therefore  that  he  was  con- 
victed, and  indeed  from  that  of  his  Commitment,  he 
behaved  like  a  Person  on  the  Brink  of  another  World, 
ingenuously  confessing  all  his  Guilt,  and  acknow- 
ledging readily  the  Justice  of  that  Sentence  by  which 
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he  was  doomed  to  Death.  His  Behaviour  vas  per- 
fectly uniform,  and  as  he  never  put  on  an  Air  of  Con- 
tempt towards  Ucath.  so  at  its  nearest  Approach  be 
did  not  seem  exceedingly  terrified  therewith,  but  witk 
fjreat  Calmness  of  Mind  prepared  for  his  Dissdudoo. 
On  the  Day  of  his  Execution  his  Countenance  setmtd 
rather  more  clieerful  than  ordinarj-.  and  he  left  ihi* 
World  with  all  exterior  Sijjns  of  true  Penitence  ^ 
Contrition,  on  Monday,  the  24th  of  J/aj,  1725. 
Tyburn,  bcini;  then  about  twenty-three  YearA  of  Ajjc 

The  Life  of  Robkrt  Hakpham,  a  Coiner. 


JN  a  former  Occasion,  in  the  Life  of  Barbara  ' 

Spencer,  I  have  mentioned  the  Laws  against 

in  ihi* 
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at  a  Cart-load  of  Guineas  had  been  carried  from 
ence,  because  those  Instruments  were  so  cumbrous 

to  be  fetched  in  that  Manner ;  but  the  Truth  in- 
Jed  was,  no  great  Number  of  false  Guineas  had 
ien  coined,  though  the  Instruments  undoubtedly 
ere  fitted  and  made  use  of  for  that  Purpose.  Harp- 
un,  who  well  knew  what  Evidence  might  be  pro- 
iced  against  him,  never  flattered  himself  with  Hopes 
ter  he  came  into  Newgate,  but  as  he  believed  he 
lOuld  die,  so  he  prepared  himself  for  it  as  well  as 
;  could. 

At  his  Trial  the  Evidence  against  him  was  very 
II  and  direct  Mr.  Pinhicy  deposed  flatly,  that  the 
struments  produced  in  Court,  and  which  were  sworn 

be  taken  from  the  Prisoners  House,  could  not 
rve  for  any  other  Use  than  that  of  Coining.  These 
struments  were  an  Iroti  Press  of  very  great  Weight, 
^uttbig  Insiruffieftt  for  forming  Blanks,  an  Edging 
M)l  for  indenting,  with  two  Dies  for  Guineas,  and 
o  Dies  for  half  Guineas.  To  strengthen  this, 
"illiam  Ford/tarn  deposed  in  Relation  to  the  Pri- 
ner  s  Possession,  and  Mr.  Hombey  swore  directly 
his  striking  an  half  Guinea  in  his  Presence,  Mr. 
xklcy  and  Mr.  Yardley  deposed  further  that  they 
d  flatted  very  considerable  Quantities  of  a  mixed 
etal  for  the  Prisoner,  made  up  of  Brass,  Copper, 
:.,  sometimes  to  the  Quantity  of  thirty  or  forty 
)unds  Weight  at  a  Time.  The  Defence  he  made 
IS  weak  and  trifling,  and  the  Jury  after  a  very  short 
>nsideration  brought  him  in  guilty  of  the  Indict- 
snt  He  never  entertained  any  Hopes  of  Pardon, 
It  bent  all  his  Endeavours  in  making  his  Peace  with 
£%/.  Some  Persons  in  the  Prison  had  been  very 
/il  to  him,  and  one  of  them  presuming  thereon. 
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asked  him  wherein  the  great  Secret  of  his  . 
Coining  lay  ?  Mr,  Harpham  thanked  him  f 
Kindnesses  he  had  received  of  him,  but  said,  i 
should  make  a  very  ill  Return  for  tlu  time  a 
him  by  the  Law  for  Repentance,  if  he  sltouU 
behind  him  anything  of  that  Kind  which  might  j 
detriment  his  Comitry.  Some  Instances  wei 
made  to  him,  that  he  should  discover  certain  F 
of  that  same  Profession  with  himself,  who  wert 
to  carry  on  the  same  Frauds  long  after  his  D 
Mr.  Harpham,  notwithstanding  the  Answer  1 
made  the  other  Gentleman,  refused  to  comp 
this  Request,  for  he  said,  that  the  Instrument, 
would  effectually  prevent  tliat,  and  he  would  % 
away  tlieir  Lives  and  ruin  their  Families,  wlteu 
sure  they  were  incapacitated  from  Coining  ai 
for  the  Future.  However  that  he  might  dii 
his  Conscience  as  far  as  he  could,  he  wrote 
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51^  Life  of  the  Fafftous  Jonathan  Wild,  Thief- 
taker. 

M^9S  no  Person  in  this  Collection  ever  made  so 
fmB  II  much  Noise  as  he  whom  we  are  now 
speaking  of,  so  never  any  Man  perhaps  in 
any  Condition  of  Life  whatever  had  so 
tany  romantic  Stories  fathered  upon  him  in  his 
.ife  or  so  many  fictitious  legendary  Accounts  pub- 
shed  of  him  after  his  Death.  It  may  seem  a  low 
and  of  Affectation  to  say,  that  the  Memoirs  we  are 
ow  giving  of  Jonathan  Wild  are  founded  on  Cer- 
lint)'  and  Fact,  and  that  though  they  are  so  founded. 
ley  are  yet  more  extraordinary  than  any  of  those 
ibulous  Relations  pushed  into  the  World  to  get  a 
enny  at  the  time  of  his  Death — a  proper  Season 
\x  vending  such  Forgeries,  the  Public  looking  with 
>  much  Attention  on  his  Catastrophe,  and  greedily 
Itching  up  whatever  pretended  to  give  an  Account 
r  his  Actions.  But  to  go  on  with  the  History  in  its 
roper  Order. 

yonathan  IVildw^iS  the  Son  of  Persons  in  a  mean 
nd  low  State  of  Life,  yet  for  all  that  I  have  ever 
card  of  them  both  honest  and  industrious.  Their 
•amily  consisted  of  three  Sons  and  two  Daughters, 
rhom  their  Father  and  Mother  maintained  and  edu- 
ated  in  the  best  Manner  they  could  from  their  joint 
^bours,  he  as  Carpenter,  and  she  by  selling  Fniit  in 
Volzxrhampton  ^larket,  in  Staffordshire,  which  in 
jture   Ages  may  perhaps  become   famous,  as  the 
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Jirthplace  of  the    celebrated  Mr.  yonatkan  Wii 

'  He  was  tlie  trklLSt  of  ihe  Sons,  and  received  as  gi 

an  Education  as  his   Father's  Circumstances  wou 

allow  him,  being  taufj:ht  at  the  Free-School  to  rts 

and  write,  to  both  of  which   having  attained  » 

tolerable  Decree,  he  was  put  out  an  Apimmticc  10 

I  Bu(kle-Maker  in  Birmingham.    Me  servetl  his  Tin 

Tiuch  Fidelity,  and  came  up  to    Town  in  il 

Service  of  a  Gentleman  of  the  long  Robe,  about  ^ 

Year  i  704.  or  perhaps  a  little  later  ;  but  he,  not  IIK 

Serv^ice,  or  his   Master  nut  altogether  mj  1 

pleased  with  him,  he  quitted  it  and  retired  a^<aia 

his  old  Employment  in  the  Country,  where  heo( 

tinned  to  work  diligently  for  some  Time.     But 

last,  growing  sick  of  Labour,  and  still  cntertainifi| 

Desire  of  tasting  the  Pleasures  of  London,  he  a 

hither  a  second  'I'ime.  and  worked  Journey-worift 

the  Trade  to  which  he  was  bred.    This  not  produc 

Money  enough  to  support  the  Expenses  JonaUn 

Love  of  Pleasure  threw  him  into,  he  got  prctt)"ttet| 

r  in  Debt,  and  some  of  liis  Creditors  not  being  taul( 

.  with  altogether  as  much  Patience  as  his  CircumsaN 

required,  he  was  suddenly  arresletl.  and  thrown! 

IVoodSinri  Compter.     Having  no    Friends  Ul 

anything  for  him,  and  having  very  Utdc;  in  hts  Poc 

when  this  Misfortune  happened,  he  lived  very  ha 

I    lliere,  scarcely  getting  Uread  enough  to  support  I 

,   from  the  Charity  allowed  to  Prisoners,  and  wW  I 

Services  he  could  render  to  Prisoners  of  die  ht 

L  Sort  in  the  Gaol.      However,  as  no  Man  wnnlnii 

L  dress  less  tlian  jfonathan,  so  nobody  ciiultl  have^ 

■ployed  it  more  properly  tiian  he  did  upon  this  Of 

Bicn.      He  diereby  got  so  much  iiilo  tlie  Fa^-lJllj 
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ibert^'  of  the  Gate,  as  they  call  it,  and  he  thereby 
It  some  little  Matter  for  going  of  Errands,  This 
K  him  above  the  ver)^  Pinch  of  Want,  and  that  was 
L  but  his  Fidelit\-  and  Industry  in  these  mean  Em- 
o\"ments  procured  him  such  Esteem  amongst  those 
.  Power  there,  that  they  soon  took  him  into  their 
Unistrj',  and  appointed  him  an  U  nderkeeper  to  those 
Esorderly  Persons  who  were  brought  in  ever)'  Night, 
chI  are  called,  in  their  Cant,  Rats,  yonathan  now 
toie  into  a  comfortable  Subsistence,  having  learnt 
ow  to  get  Money  of  such  People  by  putting  them 
ito  the  Road  of  getting  Liberty  for  themselves. 
tut  there,  says  my  Author,  he  met  with  a  Lady  who 
ras  confined  on  the  Score  of  such  Practices  very 
ften,  and  who  went  by  the  Name  of  Mary  JMilltMer, 
nd  who  soon  taught  him  how  to  gain  much  greater 
iums  than  in  this  Way  of  Life,  by  Methods  which 
le  until  then  never  heard  of,  and  will,  I  am  confident, 
L>  this  Day  cscrcy  the  Charms  of  Novelty  to  most  of 
\y  Readers.  Of  these,  the  first  she  put  him  ujx^n 
ras  going  on  what  they  call  the  Txcangy  which  is  thus 
lanaged  :  the  Man  who  is  the  Confederate  gcK^s  out 
rith  some  noted  Woman  of  the  Town,  and  if  she  fall 
ito  any  Broil,  he  is  to  be  at  a  proper  Distance,  ready 
>  come  to  her  Assistance,  and  by  making  a  sham 
hiarrd,  give  her  an  Opportunity  of  getting  off,  per- 
aps  after  she  has  dived  for  a  Watch  or  a  Purse  of 
luineas,  and  was  in  Danger  of  being  caught  in  the 
er\'  Fact  This  proved  a  ver)-  successful  Employ- 
lent  to  Mr.  Wild  for  a  Time.  Moll  and  he  therefore 
esolved  to  set  up  together,  and  for  that  Purpose 
x)k  Lodgings  and  lived  as  Man  and  Wife,  notwith- 
tanding  yonathan  had  a  Wife  and  a  Son  at  IVolzTr- 
amptony   and    the    fair    Lady    was    married    to    a 


wnat  manner  cney  oisposea  ca  metr  lu-eom 
when  they  came  into  their  Possession.   TFhU^ 

always  an  intriguinjj  Head,  set  up  for  a  j 
ainoii;^st  them,  and  s^xjn  became  so  useful  t 
that  thoujjh  he  never  went  out  upon  any 
Lays,  yet  he  j^ot  as  much  or  more  Money 
.-;  Crimes,  than  if  he  had  been  a  Partner  wit 

,'.  which  upon  one  Pretence  or  other  he  always  ( 

I  Ir.  had  lon;^  aj^o  j:jot  rid  of  that  Debt  for  \ 
liad  l)een  imprisoned  in  the  Compter^  and  h; 
his  own  Thouj^ht  [>rojected  a  new  Manner 
he  l)ej^^an  in  a  very  little  Time  to  grow  weary 
*  MilliHcr,  who  had  been  his  first  Instructor. 

'  probably  contributed  thereto  were  the   Da 

which  he  saw  himself  ex[>osed,  by  continuing 
in  \\vx  Service.      However,  they  parted  with 
j  \\\^  out.  and  as  he  had  Occasion  to  make  us 

pretty  often   in   his  new  Way  of   Business 
provfil  very  faithful  and  industrious  to   hi 
thouj^h  she  still  went  on  in  her  old  Way.      1 
Time,  that  both  this  and  the  remaining  Pai 

I  1  )icf«t\urc«»  ninv  Iw*  inff*llimKl#»   tn  #»Ynlain  thf» 
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ssion  could  do,  and  there  were  Multitudes  of 
le  ready  to  help  him  off,  with  whatever  Effects 
d  got  without  any  more  to  do  ;  but  this  Method 
totally  destroyed  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  Reign 
ing  IVilluim,  by  which  it  was  made  Felony  for 
^erson  to  buy  Goods  stolen,  knowing  them  to  be 
id  some  Examples  having  been  made  on  this 
there  were  few  or  no  Receivers  to  be  met  with, 
that  still  carried  on  the  Trade  taking  exorbitant 
for  their  own  Profit,  and  leaving  those  who  had 
le  Hazard  of  their  Necks  in  obtaining  diem  the 
Share  in  the  Plunder.  This  (as  an  ingenious 
or  says)  had  like  to  have  brought  the  Thieving 
e  to  Nought ;  but  j^onalhan  quickly  thought  of 
thod  to  put  things  again  in  Order,  and  give  new 
;o  the  Practisers  in  the  several  Branches  of  that 
It  Art  and  Mystery  called  Stealing.  The  Me- 
he  took  was  this :  as  soon  as  any  considerable 
ery  was  committed,  and  j^onat/ian  received  In- 
duce by  whom,  he  immediately  went  to  the 
;es,  and  instead  of  offering  to  buy  the  Whole, 
y  part  of  the  Plunder,  he  only  inquired  how  the 
J  was  done,  where  the  Persons  lived  who  were 
d,  and  what  the  Booty  consisted  in  that  was 
away ;  then  pretending  to  chide  them  for  their 
edness  in  doing  such  Actions,  and  exhorting 
to  live  honestly  for  the  Future,  he  gave  it  them 
>  Advice,  to  lodge  what  they  had  taken  in  a 
r  Place  which  he  appointed  them,  and  then  pro- 
he  would  take  some  Measures  for  their  Secu- 
y  getting  the  People  to  give  them  somewhat  to 
them  restored  again.  Having  thus  wheedled 
who  had  committed  a  Robbery  into  a  Com- 
e  with  his  Measures,  his  next  Business  was  to 
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divide  the  Goods  into  several  Parcels,  and  cause 
to  be  sent  to  different  Places,  always  avcnding  t 
them  into  his  own  Hands.  Things  being  ii 
Position,  yonafhan,  or  Mrs.  Milliner,  went  t 
Persons  who  were  robbed,  and  after  condolin 
Misfortune,  pretended  that  they  had  an  Acquait 
with  a  Broker,  to  whom  certain  Goods  were  bn 
some  of  which  they  suspected  to  be  stolen,  and 
ing  that  the  Person  to  whom  they  thus  appliei 
been  robbed,  they  said  they  thought  it  the  D 
one  honest  Body  to  another,  to  inform  them  th 
and  to  inquire  what  Goods  they  were  they  |i 
order  to  discover  whether  those  they  spoke  of 
the  same  or  no.  People  who  have  had  such  L 
are  always  ready  after  the  first  P"it  of  Passion  is 
to  hearken  to  anything  that  has  a  Tendency  to 
recovering  their  Goods,  yonathan,  or  his  Mi 
therefore,  who  could  either  of  them  play  the  1 
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ihich  ihev  had  stole :  and  it  must  be  ackno\vledox*il 
•  •  ^^ 

o  Ih.'  a  oTcat  Benefit  to  those  who  were  robl>ed,  thus 
o  have  their  Goods  ajjain  on  a  reasonable  Premium. 
Yomtihan  or  his  Mistress  all  the  while  took  appa- 
ently  nothinjj,  their  Advantajjes  arising  from  what 
hey  took  out  of  the  Graunty  left  with  the  Broker, 
nd  out  of  what  lliey  had  bargained  with  the  Thief 
rt  be  allowed  out  of  the  Money  which  they  had  pro- 
urtd  him.  Such  People  finding  this  Advantage  in  it 
fius,  the  Rewards  were  ver\*  near  as  large  as  the 
^rice  is  now  given  by  Receivers,  since  receiving  be- 
ame  so  dangerous,  and  they  reaped  a  certain  Security 
Iso  by  the  Bargain.  With  Respect  to  ^yomi/AaM, 
lie  Contrivance  placed  him  in  Safety,  not  only  from 
II  the  Laws  then  in  Being,  but  perhaps  would  have 
ecured  him  as  effectually  from  diose  that  are  made 
lOw.  if  Covetousness  had  not  prevailed  with  him  to 
ike  bolder  Steps  than  these.  For  in  a  short  Time 
e  b^an  to  give  himself  out  for  a  Person  who  made 
:  his  Business  to  recover  stolen  Goods  to  their  right 
)\vners.  When  he  first  did  this,  he  acted  with  so 
luch  Art  and  Cunning,  that  he  acquired  a  verx'great 
teputation,  not  only  as  an  honest  Man  from  those 
rho  dealt  with  him  to  procure  what  they  had  last, 
ut  even  fa^m  People  of  higher  Station,  who  obser- 
•ng  the  Industry*  with  which  he  prosecuted  certain 
Malefactors,  took  him  for  a  Friend  of  Justice,  and  as 
uch  afforded  him  Countenance  and  Encouragement. 
Certain  it  is,  that  he  brought  more  X'illains  to  the 
iallows  than  perhaps  any  Man  ever  did,  and  cgnse- 
uentlv  bv  diminishinor  their  Xuml>er,  made  it  much 
lore  safe  for  Persons  to  Travel,  or  even  to  reside 
rith  Securirv  in  tlieir  own  Houses ;  and  so  sensible 
as  jrofMi/iiifi  of  that  Necessity  there  was  for  him  to 

2    H 
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act  in  this  Manner,  that  he  constantly  huc^ 
or  three  of  his  Clients  at  least  in  a  Twelv* 
that  he  mij^ht  keep  up  that  Character  to  » 
had  attained,  and  so  indefatigable  was  he  in 
suit  of  those  he  endeavoured  to  apprehend 
never  happened  in  all  his  Course  of  acting, 
as  one  single  Person  escaped  him ;  nor  n^ 
api^ear  so  great  a  Wonder,  if  we  consider 
exact  Acquaintance  he  had  with  their  Ga 
the  Haunts  they  used,  put  it  out  of  theii 
almost  to  hide  themselves  so  as  to  avoid  his  S 
When  this  Practice  of  yonathans  becam 
and  the  People  resorted  continually  to  his  \ 
order  to  hear  of  the  Goods  which  they  hai 
produced  not  only  much  Discourse,  but  sc 
quiries  into  his  Behaviour,  yonatkan  fore; 
and  in  order  to  evade  any  ill  Consequence  th. 
follow  upon  it,  put  on  upon  such  Occasions  a 
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ep  he  took,  but  trocl  on  Felony,  nor  a  Farthinqr  did 
fee  obtain  but  what  deserved   the  Gallows.     Two 
great  Things  there  were  which  contribted  to  his  Pre- 
servation, and  they  were  these :  the  great  readiness 
*he  Government  always  shews  in  detectinqr  Persons 
j^ilt\'  of  capital  Offences ;  in  which  Case  we  know 
•t  is  common  to  offer  not  only  Pardon  but  Rewards 
to>  Persons  guilt\%  provided  they  make  Discovenes  ; 
and  this  yonathan  was  so  sensible  of,  diat  he  did  not 
only  screen  himself  behind  this  Lenity  of  the  Supreme 
Power,  but  made  use  of  it  also  as  a  sort  of  Authority, 
and  behaved  himself  with  a  ver)^  presuming  Air,  and 
taking  upon  him  the  Character  of  a  sort  of  Minister 
of  Justice,  which  assumed  Character  of  his,  however 
ill  founded,  proved  of  great  Advantage  to  him  in  the 
Course  of  his  Life,     The  other  Point,  which,  as  I 
have  said,  contributed  to  keep  him  from  any  Prose- 
cutions on  the  Score  of  these  illegal  and  unwarrant- 
able Actions,  was  the  great  Willingness  of  People 
who  had  been  robbed  to  recover  their  Goods,  and 
who,  provided  for  a  small  Matter  they  could  regain 
Things  of  a  considerable  Worth,  were  so  far  from 
taking  Pains  to  bring  the  Offenders  to  Justice,  that 
they  thought  the  Premium  a  cheap  Price  to  get  off. 
And  thus  bv  the  Riofour  of  the  Mac'istrate.  and  the 
Lenit)'  of  the  Subject^  yonathan  claimed  constant 
Employment ;  and  according  as  wicked  Persons  be- 
haved, they  were  either  trussed  up  to  satisfy  the  just 
Vengeance  of  the  one,  or  protected  and  encouraged, 
that  by  bringing  the  Goods  they  stole,  he  might  be 
enabled  to  satisfy  the  Demands  of  the  other.     And 
thus  we  see  the   Policy  of  a  mean  and  scandalous 
Thief' Taker^   conducted   with   as    much    Pnidence, 
Caution,  and  necessary  Courage,  as  the   Measures 
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taken  by  (tvcn  the  jrn;atest  Persons  upon  Eaath 
perhaps  is  there  in  all  Historj- an  Instance  of  a 
who  thus  o)>enIy  dallied  with  the  Laws,  and  p 
even  with  Capital  Punishment  As  I  am  persi 
my  Readers  will  Like  a  Pleasure  in  the  Relat 
y onathan  s  Maxims  of  Policy,  I  shall  be  a  little 
particular  in  Relation  to  them  than  otherwise  I  • 
have  been,  considerinjr  that  in  this  Work  1  < 
proix>se  to  treat  of  the  Actions  of  a  single  I 
but  to  consider  the  Villanies  committed  throi 
the  S()ace  of  a  dozen  Years,  such  especially  a: 
reached  to  public  Notice,  by  bringing  the  Aut 
them  to  the  (iallows.  IJut  Mr.  Wild  being  ; 
of  such  Imminence,  as  to  value  himself  in  his  L 
on  his  Superiority  to  meaner  Rogues,  so  I  am 
to  distinguish  him,  now  he  is  dead,  by  she 
greater  Comiiliance.  in  recording  his  Histor 
tlmt  of  any  other  Hero  in  this  Way  whatsoev 
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w'ssness,  or  tlie  Dexterity  of  the  Thief.  If  they 
lied  faithfully  with  his  Instructions,  he  was  a 
:ain  Pfoitiior  on  all  Occasions,  and  sometimes 
nterest  enoujjh  to  procure  them  Liberty  when 
hended,  either  in  the  committinj^  a  Robber)-,  or 
the  Information  of  one  of  the  Ganij ;  in  which 
yomit/nifis  usual  Pretence  was  t/iat  such  a 
;/  Zl'Ao  7cas  the  Man  he  intended  to  save,  u\xs 
V  oj  making  a  larger  and  more  efflrtnal  In/or- 
//.  for  which  Purpose  Jonathan  would  some- 
supply  him  with  Memorandums  of  his  own, 
hereby  establish  so  well  the  Credit  of  his  Ois- 
y,  as  scarce  eyer  to  fail  of  producing  its  Effect 
f  they  pretended  to  become  independent,  and 
Ne  his  Rules,  and  endeayour  for  the  Sake  of 
,  to  yend  the  Goods  tliey  jjot  some  other  Way 
ut  making  Application  to  Jonathan,  or  if  they 
out  any  threatening  Speeches  against  their 
^anions,  or  grumbled  at  the  Compositions  he 
for  them,  in  such  Cases  as  these,  U'i/d  took  the 
)pportunity  of  talking  to  them  in  a  new  Style, 
^  them,  that  he  :cas  we//  (7ssnred  thevdid  zrrv  HI 
and  p/undered  poor  hone's/  Peop/e,  to  indn/ge 
I'/res  hi  their  De/faueheries,  t/utt  t/iev  won/d  do 
to  think  of  amending,  before  tlu  justice  of 
Country  fe//  upon  them ;  and  that  after  sue/i 
line  t/iev  inust  not  expect  any  ^Issisttince  from 
\n  Case  t/iey  shou/d  fa//  uui/er  any  J/isfor- 
The  next  Thing  that  followed  after  this 
^farangue  was,  they  were  put  into  the  infor- 
n  of  some  of  7^onathan*s  Creatures :  or  the 
resh  Fact  they  committed,  and  Jonathan  was 
xi  to  for  the  Recoyery  of  the  Goods,  he 
diately  set  out  to  apprehend  them,  and  laboured 


thiMU  ill  a  priipcr  Place.  I  shall  now  go  oi 
ntht-r  ( )lisrrvatu>n.  viz.,  that  in  those  Stepfl 

pMisinrs**  wlijih  wrir  MU>>1  lui/ardtjiis.  yonathc 
ilu-  l\*»|-lr  iluni'Ml\t-%  lake  lh«:  first  St^.-ps. 
puMi^lnnj^  AiUfitiMininls  of  I  hini^s  lost,  d 
\\\v\\\  ii»  l»il.ii>ii-lii  ii>  Mr.  Willi,  who  wasemj 
lo  nvrivi-  iluin.  aiul  p.iy  such  a  Reward  as  I 
M»n  ilial  l«»si  iluin  tlum;;lu  til  In  offer;  and  y 
111  iIun  C'ap.uii\  a|»piari'd  no  otherwise  th 
PriMMi  i»n  \\lu»M-  Honour  these  sort  of  I'eop 
nly.  I^x  which  his  AssiNiance  l>ecame  neces 
uiiir\in;^  whali-M-r  hail  been  pilfereil.     Afte 

L*»nr  I'M  in  ihis   I'raiU*  for  alM)iii  ten  Years  w 

• 

ifNs.  lu-  l»r-an  l*»  lav  aM*.le  much  of  his 
I  aiiiit»n.  i^ivinv:  way  l«»  the  natural  Vanity 
1 1  inprr.  lakiMi;  a  lati^er  House  in  the  Grt 
//..•;.<»  ihan  ihai  in  which  he  funm-rlv  lived 
ihr  WiMnan.  whom  he  called  his  Wife,  abunt 
line  1  hin^^s  :  and  krepinij  open  Office  for  r 
sinlen  i  iiHHls.a|t|iiiiniin.^  Abundance  of  under 
l»»  recii\e  IukkIs.  carrv  Messas^es  lo  those  w 
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Lemnity  they  had  the  Misfortune  of  losing  Watches^ 
'^cioels,  or  other  things,  whether  of  great,  real  or 
imaginary  Value,  But  as  his  Method  of  treating 
those  who  applied  to  him  for  his  Assistance  has  been 
much  misrepresented,  1  shall  next  give  an  exact  and 
impartial  Account  thereof,  that  the  fabulous  History 
rf  jfofiatfian  Wild  may  not  be  imposed  upon  Pos- 
terity. 

In  the  first  Place  then,  when  a  Person  was  intro- 
duced to  Mr.  Wild's  Office,  it  was  first  hinted  to  him, 
that  a  Crown  must  be  deposited  by  way  of  Fee  for 
his  Advice ;  when  this  was  complied  with,  a  large 
Book  was  brought  out,  then  the  Loser  was  examined 
with  much  Formality  as  to  the  Time,  Place,  and 
Manner  that  the  Goods  became  missing,  and  then 
the  Person  was  dismissed  with  a  Promise  of  careful 
Enquiries  being  made,  and  of  hearing  more  concern- 
ing them  in  a  Day  or  two.  When  this  was  adjusted, 
the  Persons  took  their  Leave,  with  great  Hopes  of 
being  acquainted  shordy  with  the  Fruits  of  Mr. 
Wild's  Industry,  and  highly  satisfied  with  the  metho- 
dical Treatment  they  had  met  with,  when  at  the 
bottom  this  was  all  Grimace.  Wild  had  not  the 
least  Occasion  for  these  Queries,  but  to  amuse 
the  Persons  he  asked  ;  for  he  knew  beforehand  all 
the  Circumstances  of  the  Robbery  much  better  than 
they  did ;  nay,  perhaps  had  the  very  Goods  in  his 
House  when  the  Folks  came  first  to  enquire  for 
them,  though  for  Reasons  not  hard  to  guess  he  made 
use  of  all  this  Formality,  before  he  proceeded  to 
return  them.  When  therefore  according  to  his  Ap- 
pointment the  Enquirer  came  the  second  Time, 
yonatlian  then  took  care  by  a  new  Scene  to  amuse 
lim.     He  was  told  that  Mr.  Wild  had  indeed  made 


Restitution  unless  upon  better  Tenns.     But  i 
standing  all  this,  sax's  yonathan,  if  /  cam  imt 

the  Sf'icch  of  him.  I  don't  tfouht  brining 
Reason.  At  l*:n;4ih.  i('ter  one  ar  two  more 
dances,  Mr.  Wild  yave  the  definitive  An>» 
provided  no  (Jue^iions  were  asked,  and  \'Ou 
much  Money  t»  the  Porter  who  brought  th 
might  have  your  Things  relumed  at  such  a 
precisely.  This  was  transacKrd  with  all  ount'; 
pearanc»;s  of  I'ricndship  and  hone;.t  Intemioi 
Side,  and  with  great  seeming  Frankness  ani 
rosity :  but  when  you  came  tf»  the  last  Arti' 
what  Mr.  Wild  exp«:cted  for  his  Trouble. 
.Air  of  Coldness  was  put  on.  and  he  answei 
equal  Pride  and  Indifference,  that  h.-/iat  he 
purely  from  a  Principle  of  doing  Good.  < 
Gratuity  for  the  Trouble  he  had  taken.  A 
tntallv  to  yourself. you  might  do  in  it  u.-hat  you 
fit.  .And  even  when  .Money  was  presented 
he  received  it  with  the  same  negligent  (irace 
putting  you  in  mind  that  it  was  your  own  .- 
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^  the  Thief,  who  took  away  your  Goods,  nor  re- 
used them  after  they  were  taken  ;  the  Method  he 
■^ued  in  order  to  procure  you  your  Things  again, 
s  neither  dishonest  nor  illegal,  if  you  will  believe 

Account  of  it,  and  no  other  than  his  Account  of 
-ould  be  gotten.  It  was  performed  after  this  man- 
r  :  after  having  enquired  amongst  such  loose  People 
he  acknowledged  he  had  Acquaintance  with,  and 
aring  that  such  a  Robbery  was  committed  at  such 
Time,  and  such  and  such  Goods  taken,  he  thereupon 
id  caused  it  to  be  intimated  to  the  Thief,  that  if  he 
id  any  Regard  for  his  own  Safety,  he  would  cause 
ch  and  such  Goods  to  be  carried  to  such  a  Place, 
Consideration  of  which,  he  might  reasonably  hope 
ch  a  Reward,  naming  a  certain  Sum,  which  if  it 
cited  the  Thief  to  return  the  Goods,  it  did  not 
ereby  fix  any  Guilt  or  Blame  upon  yonathaUy  and 

this  Description,  I  fancy  my  Readers  will  have  a 
etty  clear  Idea  of  the  Man  s  Capacity,  as  well  as 
his  \  illainy. 

Had  Mr.  Wild  continued  satisfied  with  this  Way 
dealing,  in  all  human  Probabilit)'  he  might  have 
ne  to  his  Grave  in  Peace,  without  any  Apprehen- 
ds of  Punishment  but  what  he  was  to  meet  with 
a  World  to  come  ;  but  he  was  greedy,  and  instead 
keeping  constant  to  this  safe  Alethod,  came  at  last 
take  the  Goods  into  his  own  Custody,  giving  those 
It  stole  them  what  he  thought  proper,  and  then 
iking  such  a  Bargain  with  the  Loser,  as  he  was 
le  to  bring  him  up  to,  sending  the  Porter  himself, 
d  taking  without  Ceremony  whatever  Money  had 
en  given  him.  But  as  this  happened  only  in  the 
o  last  Years  of  his  Life,  it  is  fit  I  should  give  you 
ne   Instances  of  his  Behaviour  before,  and  these 
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not  from  the  Hear-say  of  the  Town,  but  witlu 
Compass  of  my  own  Knowledge.  A  GentI 
who  dealt  in  Silks  near  Covent-Gardan,  had  be 
a  Piece  of  extraordinarj'  rich  Damask,  on  Pi 
for  the  Dirth-day  Suit  of  a  certain  Duke,  ao 
Laceman  having  brought  such  Trimming  a 
proper  for  it,  the  Mereer  had  made  the  whole 
a  Parcel,  tied  it  at  each  End  with  blue  Ril 
sealed  with  great  Exactness,  and  placed  on  on 
of  the  Counter,  in  Ex|>ectation  of  his  Graces  S« 
who  he  knew  was  directed  to  call  for  it  in  the 
noon.  Accordingly  the  Fellow  came,  but  wht 
Mercer  went  to  deliver  him  the  Goods,  the  Pie 
gone,  and  no  Account  could  possibly  be  had  o 
the  Master  had  been  all  Day  in  the  Shop,  sc 
was  no  Pretence  of  charging  anything,  eithei 
the  Carelessness  or  Dishonesty  of  Ser\'ants:  a 
Hour's  fretting,  therefore,  seeing  no  other  Ri 
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?/  nie,  Ifurcforey  in  a  few  WordSy  if  it  be  in  your 
*^vr  to  serve  me ;  if  it  is,  I  haz*e  thirty  Guineas 
^€  ready  to  lay  dozi*n,  but  if  you  expect  that  I  should 
^nee  Attendance  for  a  Week  or  tu*o,  I  assure  you  I 
!«//  not  be  willing  to  part  with  aboz*e  half  the  Money ^ 
"Cod  Sir,  replied  Mr.  Ji'ild,  haz^e  a  little  more  Con- 
^deration,  I  am  no  Thief  Sir,  nor  no  Receiz*er  of 
Woi  GoodSy  so  that  if  you  dont  think  fit  to  give  me 
Time  to  enquire,  you  must  ez*en  take  what  Measures 
WM please.  When  the  Mercer  found  he  was  like  to 
le  left  without  any  hopes,  he  began  to  talk  in  a 
oilder  Strain,  and  with  abundance  of  entreaties  fell 
0  persuading  Jonathan  to  think  of  some  Method  to 
erve  him,  and  that  immediately.     IVild  stepped  out 

Minute  or  two,  as  if  to  the  A'ecessary-House.  As 
Don  as  he  came  back,  he  told  the  Gendeman,  //  icas 
ot  in  his  Potcer  to  serve  the  Gentleman  in  such  a 
furry,  if  at  all ;  however,  in  a  Day  or  two  he  might 
f  able  to  give  some  Ansiver  ?  The  Mercer  insisted 
lat  a  Day  or  two  would  lessen  the  \'alue  of  the 
kx>ds  one  half  to  him,  and  Jonathan  insisted  as 
eremptorily  that  it  was  not  in  his  Power  to  do  any- 
ling  sooner.  At  last  a  Servant  came  in  a  Hurr\% 
nd  told  Mr.  IVild,  there  was  a  Gendeman  below 
esired  to  speak  with  him.  yonathan  bowed  and 
^ged  the  Gendeman  s  Pardon,  told  him,  he  would 
fait  an  him  in  one  Minute,  and  without  staying  for 

Reply  withdrew,  clapped  the  Door  after  him.  In 
bout  five  Minutes  he  returned  with  a  very-  smiling 
Countenance ;  and  turning  to  the  Gendeman,  said, 
protest.  Sir,  you  are  the  luckiest  Man  I  ez*er  knciv,  I 
ioke  to  one  of  my  People  Just  now,  to  go  to  a  House 
•here  I  knozc  some  Lifters  resort,  and  directed  hi  in  to 
ilk  of  ttu  Robbery  t/iat  had  been  committed  in  your 


has  had  its   Kfiect,  and  if  you  go  dtrecify 

fancy  yon  will  hear  more  News  of  it  your 

I  am  (f/f/f  to  tell  yoii  :  but  pray.  Sir,  rcme 
tliiiii^^s  that  the  thirty  (iiiineas  icas  your  in 
yon  are  at  Liberty  to  j^ive  them,  or  lei  t/iem  t 
7K'hieh  you  please,  it  is  nothing  to  me  ;  bnt  ta^ 
Sir,  that  I  have  done  all  for  yon  in  my  Powcf 
the  least  Jixpectation  of  (iratuity.  Away 
Mereer,  confounded  in  his  Mind,  and  w 
wh<.Tc  this  Affair  would  Knd  ;  but  as  he  \v 
Southampton  Street  a  I^'cUow  overtook  hii 
him  on  the  Shoulder,  and  delivered  him  th 
unojiened,  told  him  the  Price  was  twenty  ' 
llic  Mereer  paid  it  him  directly,  and  reti 
Jonathan  in  half  an  Hours  time,  readily  e 
AInmdance  of  thanks  to  Mr.  ]Vild  for  his  Ai 
and  l)c\Lji(ed  him  to  accept  of  the  ten  Guinea 
save«l  him  for  his  Pains.  Jonathan  told 
///*  had  saved  him  Nothing,  bnt  supposed  that  t 
thought  ticenty  Demand  enough,  considering 
ivere  now  pretty  safe  from  Prosecutio7i.     Th 
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n  Account  of  his  Justice,  Equity,  or  what  else  you 
rill  please  to  call  it.  It  happened  thus  : 
A  Lady,  whose  Husband  was  out  of  the  Kingdom, 
nd  had  sent  her  Over-Draughts  for  her  Assistance 
)the  Amount  of  between  fifteen  Hundred  and  two 
*housand  Pounds,  lost  the  Pocket- Book  in  which 
ley  were  contained,  between  Bucklersbury  and  the 
fagpye  Ale  House  in  Leadeyihall  Street,  where  the 
lerchant  lived  upon  whom  they  were  drawn.  She, 
owever,  Avent  to  the  Gendeman,  and  he  advised  her 

>  go  direcdy  to  Mr.  yonathan  Wild.     Accordingly 

>  yotiathan  she  came,  and  deposited  the  Crown,  and 
nsweried  the  Questions  he  asked  her.  yonathan 
len  told  her  that  in  an  Hour  or  two's  Time  possibly 
>me  of  his  People  might  hear  who  it  was  that  had 
icked  her  Pocket  The  Lady  was  vehement  in  her 
)esire  to  have  it  again,  and  for  that  Purpose  went  so 
ir  as  to  offer  a  hundred  Guineas.  Wild  upon  that, 
lade  Answer,  though  they  are  of  7nuch  greater  Valne 
}  you.  Madam,  yet  they  cannot  be  worth  anything  like 
'  to  them  ;  therefore  keep  your  own  Counsel,  say  A^o- 
iing  in  the  //earing  of  my  People,  and  /  will  give 
ie  best  Directiofis  /  am  able  for  the  Recovery  of  your 
\otes.  /n  the  meanwhile,  if  you  unll  go  to  any 
^avern  near,  afid  endeavour  to  eat  a  Bit  of  Dinna\ 

will  bring  you  an  Answer  before  the  Cloth  is  takai 
way.  She  said  she  was  unacquainted  with  any 
louse  thereabouts,  upon  which  Mr.  Wild  named  the 
baptist  //cad.  The  Lady  would  not  be  satisfied 
nless  Mr.  Wild  promised  to  eat  w  ith  her ;  he  at  last 
omplied,  and  she  ordered  a  Fowl  and  Sausages  at 
iie  House  he  had  appointed.  She  waited  there  about 
iree  Quarters  of  an  hour,  when  Mr.  Wild c^me  over 
nd  told  her  he  had  heard  News  of  her  Book,  de- 


Mystery,  did  as  he  desired  her,  and  pe 
Woman  in  a  Scarlet  Riding-hood  walk  twit 

\>Y  Mr.  iVild's  house,  her  Curiosity  promp 
j^o  near  h(;r,  hut  rccollectinj^  she  had  lefl 
upon  the  Table  up  Stairs,  she  went  and  s 
up  without  saying'  a  Word  to  yonaihan. 
runninjr  down  aj^'ain  went  towards  theW'oi 
red  Hood,  who  was  still  walking  before 
It  seems  she  had  guessed  right,  for  no  soof 
approach  towards  her  but  the  Woman  car 
up  to  her,  and  presenting  her  her  Pocket 
sired,  she  would  open  it  and  see  that  all  wa. 
F.ady  did  so.  and  answering  it  was  all 
Woman  in  the  red  Riding-Hood  said,  her, 
little  Note  for  y Oil,  Madam,  upon  which  shi 
a  little  Billet,  on  the  Outside  of  which  wa 
(iuiticas.  The  Lady,  delivered  her  the  j 
mediately,  adding  also  a  Piece  for  herse 
turned  with  a  great  deal  of  Joy  to  Mr.  Wil 
she  liad  got  her  Hook,  and  would  now  cat  I 
heartily.     When  the  Things  were  taken 
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!*floming.     Upon   this  she  looked  very  much  con- 
Ibesed,  but  did   not  speak  a  Word.     yo)iathan  per- 
^ived  it,  and  asked  her  if  site  was  not  well.     I  am  in 
lerable  Health,  Sir,  answered  she,  but  am  amazed 
it  the  Woman  took  but  ten  Guineas  for  the  Book, 
told  at  the  same  Time  picked  my  pocket  of  thirty- 
tune.     Mr.  Wild  hereupon  appeared  in  as  great  a 
Confusion  as  the  Lady,  said,  he  hoped  she  was  not  in 
marnest^  but  if  it  were  so,  begged  lur  not  to  disturb 
Jkerself  she  would  not  lose  one  Farthing,      Upon 
"which  yofiathan,  begging  her  to  sit  still,  stepped  over 
to  his  own   House,  and  gave,  as  may  be  supposed, 
necessary  Directions ;  for  in  less  than  half  an  Hour, 
a  little  yew  (called  Abraham)  that  Wild  kept,  bolted 
into  the  Room,  and  told  him  the  Woman  was  taken, 
and  on  the  Point  of  going  to  the  Compter.     You 
shall  see.  Madam,  replied  yofialhan,  turning  to  t/ic 
Lady,  wliat  exemplary  Publishment  I'll  make  of  this 
infafnous  Wonuin.    Then  turning  himself  to  the  yciv, 
Abraham,  says  he,  was  tlie  Greefi  Purse  of  Momy 
taken  about  her ;  yes,  Sir,  replied  his  Agent.     O  la  1 
then,  said  the  Lady,  fll  take  the  Purse  with  all  my 
Heart ;  I  would  not  proseaUe  Uu  poor  Wretch  for  the 
World.     Would  not  you  so.  Madam,  replied  Wild  f 
Well,  then,  we  will  see  w/iafs  to  be  done.    Upon  which 
he  first  whispered  his  Emissary,  and  then  dispatched 
him.     He  was  no  sooner  gone,  than  Jojiathan  said 
the  Lady  would  be  too  late  at  the  Merchant's  unless 
they  took  Coach  ;   which   thereupon  they  did,  and 
stopped  over  against  the  Compter  Gale,  by  Stocks 
Market.     She  wondered  at  all  this,  but  by  the  Time 
they  had  been  in  a  Tavern  there  a  ver^'  little  Space, 
back  comes   yofiathaiis  Emissary  with   the   green 
Purse  and  the  Gold  in  it.     She  says.  Sir,  said  the 


!\t).  Maiidiii,  rcjilied  HUM,  she  has  sen 
iiUiHttis  Ihuk  ai^uifi,  which  she  received 

/    •;...'     -uffii    tiftv  siiih  Practices    in 

.".„..:     ..      :.i'if.'rt    /i*  i^/:r  up   the  J 

.  .*.    ,.  ',.:/...       •. ...    ;>;.M    think   of   iwr, 
/  •        .    ■..    ;       1  .'..■    /.;./:  w.is  s<>  niuc 

■s  ■  '      '■■»»■■  *   1   '  '.  1'  ■  '^  T  1  •  >    f*      I 


'    .     ''  ..,.:    %.:.*.>   >.".•:-.    :nch 


•  •    . 
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:»  manner.  There  came  a  little  Bov  with  \ials  to 
I  in  a  Basket  to  the  shop  of  a  Sufgcon.  who  was 
'  ver\-  intimate  Acquaintance,  It  was  in  the 
nter,  and  the  Weather  Cold,  when  one  Day  after 

had  sold  the  Bottles  diat  were  wanted,  the  Boy 
nplained  he  was  almost  chilled  to  Death  with  Cold, 
I  almost  starved  for  want  of  X'ictuals.  The  Sur- 
9ts  MaiJ.  in  Compassion  to  the  Child,  who  was 
:  above  nine  or  ten  Years  old,  took  him  into  the 
tchen.  and  gave  him  a  Porringer  of  Milk  and 
^d,  with  a  Lump  or  t\vo  of  Sugar  in  it    The  Boy 

a  little  of  it,  then  said,  /it  had  cfumgh.  gave  her  a 
usand  Blessings  and  Thanks,  and  marched  oflT 
h  a  SUiTr  Spoon^  and  a  pair  of  Forctps  of  the 
le  Metal,  which  lay  in  the  Shop  as  he  passed 
ouo^h.  The  Instrument  was  first  missed,  and  the 
irch  after  it  occasioned  their  missing  the  Spoon  ; 
1  yet  nobody  suspected  anything  of  the  Boy, 
•ugh  they  had  all  seen  him  in  the  Kitchen.  The 
ntieman  of  the  House,  however,  having  some 
lowledge  of  yonathan  JVild^  and  not  living  far 
m  the  Old  BaiUy,  went  immediately  to  him  for 

Advice.  jro^uUhan  called  for  a  Botde  of  white 
ne,  and  ordered  it  to  be  mulled.  The  Gendeman 
)wing  the  Custom  of  the  House,  laid  down  the 
)wn,  and  was  going  on  to  tell  him  the  Manner  in 
ich  the  Things  were  missed,  but  Mr.  Wild  soon 

him  short,  by  saying,  Sir^  step  into  the  next  Room 
Moment ;  hercs  a  Lady  coming  A  it  her ;  yon  may 
end  npon  my  doing  anything  that  is  in  my  Pozoe^n 
^presently  zee  zcill  talk  the  Thing  oz'er  at  Leisnre. 
e  Gendeman  went  into  the  Room  where  he  was 
!cted,  and  saw,  with  no  litde  Wonder,  his  Forceps 
.  Sih^^r  Spoon  lying  upon  the  Table.     He  had 
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hardly  taken  th'rm  up  to  look  at  them,  before  Jom- 
tiian  '-ni'-Tfrd.  S  ..  Sir.  said  he,  /  suppose  you  iuwi 
tii'  f.u-ihir  0.:ia:ijH  for  my  Assistance;  yes,  inceec  I 
li.i-.':,  'iaid  ih';  Siirgain.  thf;r*;  are  a  great  many  5*::- 
vant->  in  our  Family,  and  some  of  them  will  ctni>Jy 
b';  bliiiTTrd  for  this  Transaction,  so  that  I  am  i:r.':':r; 
.\':Ct->-i:ty  of  b'-;,".,'in;;  anothf:r  Favour,  which  :-  :'-r. 
yo;i  will  I-rt  m*:  know  how  they  w-re  stolen  .'  /  '•■.■ 
ikzc  (he  T/ii'rf  is  not  far  off.  qnoth  Jonathan,  ar.i  - 
yi.'U  wiil _^i-J€  meyonrWordhe  shall eomt  to  ii?  Ihr-: 
J  z..'iii  produce  him  immciiiatcly.  The  Genil-rrr-ir. 
r'radily  cond';:>cend';d  to  this  Propf>3ilion.  ar.d  M: 
Wild.  nt';]iijin^  out  for  a  Minuf:  or  two,  brou;fht  ir. 
diL-  youn;j  I'ial  Merchant  in  his  Mand  ;  here.  S:r 
huys'lt'ild.  do  you  kno-v.'  this  hupefut  Youth  .'  W- 
ans-.vf:nrf.i  the  Surqcon.  but  I  could  uci-cr  have  dreanii 
that  a  Creature  so  little  as  he  could  have  had  so  muck 
Wickedness  in  him  ;  Itowez'er,  as  I  ha: 
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5  usually  ran,  but  to  support  his  Credit  with  the 
^/s/ra/es^  he  was  forced  to  add  Thief-catching  to 
ind  ever)'  Sessions  or  two,  strung  up  some  of  the 
iths  of  his  own  bringing  up  to  the  Gallows ;  but 
rever  this  did  not  serve  his  Turn.  An  honourable 
son  on  the  Bench  took  Notice  of  his  manner  of 
ng.  which  being  become  at  last  notorious,  an  Act 
Parliament  was  passed,  levelled  directly  against 
h  Practices,  whereby  Persons  who  took  Money 
the  Recover\'  of  stolen  Goods,  and  did  actuallv 
Dver  such  Goods  without  apprehending  the  Felon, 
uld  In^  deemed  guilty  in  the  same  Degree  of 
ony  with  those  who  committed  the  Fact  in 
inor  such  Goods  as  were  returned.  And  after 
\  became  Law,  the  same  honourable  Person  sent 
lim  to  warn  him  of  going  on  any  longer  at  his  old 
te,  for  that  it  was  now  become  a  capital  Crime, 
I  if  he  was  apprehended  for  it  he  could  expect  no 
Tcy.  Jonathan  received  the  Reproof  with  Abund- 
e  of  Thankfulness  and  Submission,  but  what  was 
mge,  never  altered  the  Manner  of  his  Beha\nour 
:he  least,  but  on  the  Contrar)\  did  it  more  openly 
I  publicly  than  ever.  Indeed  to  compensate  for 
>,  he  seemed  to  double  his  Diligence  in  appre- 
idine  Thieves,  and  brouofht  a  \-ast  Number  of  the 
St  notorious  amongst  them  to  the  Gallows,  even 
ugh  he  himself  had  bred  them  up  in  the  Art  of 
ieving,  and  given  them  both  Instructions  and  En- 
iragfcment  to  take  that  Road  ruinous  enousrh  in 
Jf,  and  even  by  him  made  fatal.  Of  these  none 
s  so  open  and  apparent  a  Case  as  that  of  Blake. 
IS  Blneskins.  This  Fellow  had  from  a  Child  been 
ier  the  Tuition  of  Jonathan,  who  paid  for  the 
ing  his  Wounds,  whilst  he  was  in  the  Compter, 


-"  Thi  IJ/e  i-f 

■.i.'.i ,-i.-.'\  ;.:r^  ir.r':';  arj'i  '!:.>;:.«r:ic*:  a  W^ifat  for  r.'.^  *.':- 

;i',  '.--lA.     'i':'.  J/  .'.  fe::'rr  ihis  't-.i  ai,'arjd..--rd  r.irr.  ;    -ii 

Wu..-.  <A   Mr.  A'««W  v.hich  r.ro^jh:^  }^-'v-"  li:; 

himlli.ttht.  li.j'ly  :lfjiil-if-<'hand:vmi:\  ::.Urrii:^i 
yi,i,'f  '.'ijjm  at  hi,  vi^H  Jixpaiii.     1  hii  -.va.s  ^:.-ir,,'r 

ikiH.  He  iiLsisted  peremptonty  upon  a  Tran^Mrb- 
tion  Pardon,  which  he  said  he  was  sure  jfaMoiliaM 
had  Interest  enou}|;h  to  procure  for  him.  But  npca 
Wild'i  assuring  him  that  lu  had  not.  and  that  it  -na 
in  vain  for  him  to  flatter  himself  with  such  Ho)ks. 
but  that  he  had  betier  diipost  kimsdf  to  Ihinking^j 
another  Life,  in  order  to  which,  good  Books  and 
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"\vards  came  to  be  under  Sentence  of  Death  him- 
he  regretted  prodigiously  the  Escape  he  then 
e  from  Death,  often  wishing  that  the  Knife  of 
far  had  put  an  End  to  his  Life,  rather  than  left 
to  linger  out  his  Days  till  so  ignominious  a  Fate 
11  him.  Indeed  it  was  not  Blake  alone,  who  had 
rtained  Notions  of  putting  him  to  Death  ;  he  had 
bliged  almost  the  whole  Group  of  Villains  with 
m  he  had  had  concern,  and  there  were  Numbers 
lem  who  had  taken  it  into  their  Heads  to  deprive 
of  Life  His  Escapes  in  the  apprehending  such 
ions  were  sometimes  very  narrow,  having  received 
mds  in  almost  ever}'  part  of  his  Body,  had  his 
II  twice  fractured,  and  his  whole  Constitution  so 
:en  by  these  Accidents,  and  the  great  Fatigue  he 
t  through,  that  when  he  fell  under  the  Misfortunes 
:h  brought  him  to  his  Death,  he  was  scarcely  able 
and  upright,  and  never  in  a  Condition  to  go  to 
pel.  But  we  have  broken  a  little  into  the  Thread 
ur  History,  and  must  therefore  go  back  in  order 
ace  the  Causes  which  brought  on  yonathans  last 
entures,  and  finally  his  violent  Death,  which  we 
1  now  relate  in  the  clearest  and  concisest  Manner 

the  thing  will  allow ;  being  furnished  for  that 
)Ose,  having  to  personal  Experience  added  the 

Intelligence  that  could  be  procured,  and  that  too 
I  Persons  the  most  deser\'ing  of  Credit 
he  Practices  of  this  Criminal,  in  the  Manner  we 
i  before  mentioned,  continued  \ov\\i  after  the  Act 
Parliament,  and  that  in  so  notorious  a  Manner  at 
that  both  the  Magistrates  in  London  and  Middle- 
Jiought  themselves  obliged  by  the  Duty  of  their 
res  to  take  Notice  of  him.  This  occasioned  a 
rant  to  be  granted  against  him,  by  a  worshipful 
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}^cat,  and  Jonathan  with  his  usual  H3rpocris 
j(ii':d  th^-m  to  this  purr>ose :  I  wofider^  gaoa 

ir/tf'i  it  />  y ju  z.:nnbl  :ic  ^  I  am  a  poor  horn 
ich'j  ft  II  c  d'.'iic  all  I  iOiiUi  to  serve  People  i^: 
hu:e  had  the  Misfortune  to  Ljie  their  Gtkoa 
I'illany  of  Thieiei,  I  have  contributed  mi 
any  one  Man  liiinc"  to  hrinzin^r  the  most  Dai 
noturiuus  Mai* fic tors  to  J n  slice  ;  yet  wyu 
Malice  of  my  Jinemic^,  \oii  see  I  am  in  Cust 
am  j^tdn;^  Ijcfore  a  Maj^itrate  "u^ho  I  hope  Zi-ii 
J II.  lice.  Why  should  yon  insult  me  thcref 
don't  kwAc  that  I  ever  injured  any  of  you  " 
entreat  xou,  therefore,  a^  \ou  see  me  lame  in  li 
a/jliittd  in  Mind,  not  to  make  me  more  upieas^ 
can  hear;  if  I  have  offended  ajrainst  the  Lai 
puniJi  nu ,  but  it  chives  you  no  ri^ht  to  use  ;//< 
heard,  and  unconvicted,  Thr:  People  of  the 
an«l  th*:  Compter  Oixxcurs  by  this  time,  had  pn 
cleared  the  Place;  upon  which  he  began  lo  < 
him-^elf,  and  desired  them  to  get  a  Coach  to  /> 
for  that  he  was  unable  to  walk.     About  a 
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^r  receiving  Money  for  the  restoring  stolen  Goods, 
without  apprehending  the  Persons  by  whom  they 
^ere  stolen.  In  order  to  support  this  Charge,  the 
Prosecutrix,  Catherine  Stephefis,  deposed  as  follows  : 
^n  the  22nd  of  January,  two  Persons  came  into  my 
Shop  under  Pretence  of  buying  some  Lace ;  they  were 
5o  difficult  to  please  that  I  had  none  below  would 
Suit  them ;  so  leaving  my  Daughter  in  the  Shop,  I 
stepped  up  Stairs  and  brought  down  another  Box. 
We  could  not  agree  about  the  Price,  and  so  they 
went  away  together.  In  about  half  an  Hour  after  I 
missed  a  Tin  Box  of  Lace  that  I  valued  at  ;^50. 
The  same  Night,  and  the  next  I  went  to yonat/ian 
Wild's  House,  but  not  meeting  with  him  at  home,  I 
advertised  the  Lace  that  I  had  lost  with  a  Reward  of 
fifteen  Guineas,  and  no  Questions  asked  ;  but  hearing 
lothing  of  it,  I  went  to  yonat/iatis  House  again, 
uid  then  met  with  him  at  home.  He  desired  me  to 
3;ive  him  a  Description  of  the  Persons  that  I  sus- 
pected, which  I  did  as  near  as  I  could ;  and  then  he 
told  me,  that  /le  would  make  Enquiry,  afid  bid  me  call 
xgain  in  two  or  three  Days.  I  did  so,  and  then  he 
;aid,  that  he  had  heard  something  of  my  Lace,  and 
vcpected  to  know  more  of  the  Matter  in  a  very  little 
Time.  I  came  to  him  again  on  the  Day  he  was  ap- 
prehended (I  think  it  was  the  15th  of  February).  I 
told  him  that  though  I  had  advertised  but  fifteen 
Guineas  Reward,  yet  I  would  give  twenty  or  twenty- 
live  Guineas,  rather  than  not  have  my  Goods.  Dont 
be  in  such  a  Hurry,  said  yonatlian,  I  dont  know  but 
T  may  /lelp  you  to  it  for  less,  and  if  I  can  I  will ;  the 
Persons  that  have  it  are  gone  out  of  Town ;  I  shall 
^et  them  to  quarrelling  about  it,  and  then  I  shall  get 
it  the  cheaper.     On  the   loth  of  March  he  sent  me 
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^<U  if  I  could  cotne  to  ki 
i  Cuinms  in  my  Pocket,  he  would 
!  Lace.     1  went ;  he  desired  mt  to  call  a  Porttr, 
t  I  not  knowing  where  to  find  one,  he  sent  a  Person 
'ho  brought  one  that  appeared  to  be  a  Tukei-Porler, 
The  Prisoner  gave  me  a  Letter,  which  he  said  ml 
lent  him  as  a  Direction  where  to  go  for  tite  Lao; 
lUt  I  could  not  rvad,  and  so  I  delivered  it  to  tfal 
gorier;  then  he  desired  me  to  give  the  Porta' 
ten  Guineas,  or  else,  he  said,  the  Persons  tltat  hd 
he  Lace  would  not  deliver  it.      I  gave  the  Porta 
he  Money,  he  went  away  and  in  a  little  time  retunwd 
md  brought  me  a  Box  tlial  was  sealed  up.  but  Ml 
he  same  that  was  lost ;  I  opened  it  and  found  allfi^ 
tee  but  one  Piece.     Now  Mr.  IViid,  says  I,  vfk" 
t  you  have  for  your  Trouble  ?     AW  a  pariki*, 
'says  he,  not  a  Farthing  for  me;  /  dont  do  tk 
things  for  worldly  Interest,  but  only  for  the  Gaedi 
poor  People  tlmt  have  met  with  MisfortUHCs.    Asji . 
.  4ke  Piece  of  Lace  that  is  missing,  /  hope  to  get  ii  Jk 

{  soon,  and  I  don't  know  hit  that  I  fnay  bttp 
_  ujt  only  to  your  Money  again,  but  to  tJic  Tiittf.Uk 
and  if  /can,  much  good  may  ii  do  you.  ylndaSfl 
iiwr  a  good  IVoman  and  a  PFidow,  ami  a  Chn'jtitul, 
iesire  Nothing  of  you  hut  your  Prayers,  and  for  ^ 
I  shall  he  thankful.  I  have  a  great  tnany  £"«*"* 
and  God  knozvs  what  may  be  the  CoNsefiteiue  ofi 
Imprisonment. 

The  Fact  suggested  in  the  Indictment  was 
oubtcdly  fully  proved  by  this  Deposition,  and  thoi 
.he  Fact  happened  in  Ncu'gate.  and  after  hUConfi 
Blent,  yet  it  still  continued  as  much  and  as  gTB*l 
prime  as  if  it  had  been  done  before ;  the  Law,  ihi 
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ped  this,  there  were  other  Facts  of  a  like  Nature 
hirfi  inevitably  would  have  destroyed  him  ;  for  the 
St  Years  of  his  Life  instead  of  growing  more  pru- 
cnt,  he  undoubtedly  became  less  so.  The  Blunders 
>nimitted  in  this  Fact,  were  ver)^  little  like  the 
•^hayiour  of  yonathan  in  the  first  Years  m  which  he 
arried  on  this  Practice,  when  nobody  behaved  with 
Theater  Caution  ;  and  though  he  had  all  along  great 
Enemies,  yet  he  conducted  his  Affairs  so,  that  the 
-^w  could  not  possibly  lay  hold  of  him,  nor  his  Ex- 
uses  be  easily  detected,  even  in  respect  of  Honesty 
tself  When  he  was  brought  up  to  the  Bar  to  receive 
Sentence,  he  appeared  to  be  very  much  dejected,  and 
irhen  the  usual  Question  was  proposed  to  him,  What 
have  you  to  say,  xohy  yudpncnt  of  Death  should  not 
jpass  upon  you  f  he  spoke  with  a  very  feeble  Voice  in 
the  following  Terms  : 

My  Lord,  I  hope  I  may  even  in  the  sad  Condition 
iiwkich  I  stand,  pretend  to  some  little  Merit  in  respect 
to  the  Service  I  fiave  done  my  Country,  in  deliver  if tg 
it  from  some  of  the  greatest  Pests  zoith  which  it  zcas 
ioer  troubled.  My  Lord,  I  have  brought  many  bold 
ond  daring  Malefactors  to  just  Punishment,  ezrn  at 
the  Hazard  of  my  oion  Life,  my  Body  being  covered 
with  Scars  I  received  in  these  Undertakings.  I  pre- 
sume^ my  Lord,  to  say  I  hax*e  done  some  Merit,  because 
ut  the  Time  the  Things  were  done,  they  were  esteemed 
wieritarious  by  the  Government ;  and  therefore  I  hope, 
my  Lordy  some  Compassion  may  be  shown  on  the  Score 
0/  those  Services.  I  submit  myself  wholly  to  his 
Majesty  s  Mercy,  and  humbly  beg  a  favourable  Report 
0/  my  Case.  When  Sir  William  Thomson,  now  one 
of  the  Barons  of  his  Majesty's  Court  of  Exchequer, 
as  Recorder  of   London   pronounced   Sentence   of 
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Oeath,  he  spoke  particularly  to  Wild,  put  him 
Mind  of  those  Cautions  he  had  had  of  going  on 
those  Practices,  rendered  Capital  by  Law,  n^e 
purpose  for  preventing  that  infamous  Trade  of 
coming  ^n»ft-r  for  Felony,  and  standing  in  the  mid 
between  the  Felon  and  the  Person  injured,  in  on 
to  receive  a  Prauium  for  Redress  ;  and  when  he  h 
projierly  stated  the  Nature  and  Aggravations  of  I 
Crime,  he  exhorted  him  to  make  a  better  Csc 
that  small  Portion  of  Time  which  the  Tenderness 
the  Law  of  England  allowed  Sinners  for  Repentam 
and  desired  he  would  remember  this  Admonitt 
ihouijh  he  had  slighted  others.  As  to  the  Repc 
ho  told  him  he  might  depend  on  justice,  and  ou^ 
not  to  hope  for  more. 

I'ndcr  Conviction,  no  Man  who  appeared  uf 
other  t^ccasions  to  have  so  much  Courage,  c 
showed    so  little ;  he    had  constantly  declined  c 
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urses  took  up  most  of  the  Time  between  his  Sen- 
nce  and  Death,  so  they  occasioned  some  very  useful 
ectures  upon  this  Head,  from  the  charitable  Divines 
bo  visited  him  ;  but  though  they  would  have  been 
great  Use  in  all  such  Cases  for  the  Future,  yet 
ing  pronounced  by  Word  of  Mouth  only,  they  are 
m  totally  lost  One  Letter  indeed  was  written  to 
n  by  a  learned  Person  on  this  Head,  of  which  a 
>py  has  been  preserved,  and  it  is  with  very  great 
^asure  that  I  give  it  to  my  Readers.    It  runs  thus  : 


4  LHtcr  from  t/ie  Rev.  Dr. ,  to  Mr.  Wild,  in 

Newgate 

*'  I  am  very  sorry  that  after  a  Life  so  spent  as 
urs  is  notoriously  known  to  have  been,  you  should 
t,  instead  of  repenting  of  your  former  Offences, 
ntinue  to  swell  their  Number  even  with  greater.  I 
ay  God  it  be  not  the  greatest  of  all  Sins,  affecting 
oubts  as  to  a  future  State,  and  whether  you  shall 
er  be  brought  to  answer  for  your  Actions  in  this 
fe  before  a  Tribunal  in  that  which  is  to  come. 
"  The  Heatluns  it  must  be  owned,  could  have  no 
u^nty  as  to  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul,  because 
ey  had  no  immediate  Revelation ;  for  though  the 
masons  which  incline  us  to  the  Belief  of  those  two 
»nts  of  future  Existence  and  future  Tribulation 

.as  strong  as  any  of  the  other  Points  in  natural 
digion ;  yet  as  none  return  from  that  Land  of 
arkness,  or  escape  from  the  Shadow  of  Death,  to 
ii^  News  of  what  passeth  in  those  Regions  whether 

Men  go,  so  without  a  direct  Revelation  from  the 
Imighty,  no  positive  Knowledge  could  be  had  of 
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Life  in  the  World  to  come,  which  is  the 
perly  said  to  be  derived  to  us  through  Ch 
who  in  plain  Terms,  and  with  that  Authc 
confounded  his  Enemies,  the  Scrihes  and 
taught  the  Doctrine  of  a  Bnal  Judgmeni 
aHordin;^  us  the  Means  of  Grace,  raised  in 
same  time  the  Hopes  of  Glory. 

"  The  Arjjumenis  therefore  which  mijjh 
sufficient  unto  the  Heatktns  to  justify  killir 
selves  to  avoid  what  they  thought  greater 
they  had  any  Force  then,  must  have  totallj 
now ;  indeed  the  far  greater  Number  of  h 
which  History  has  transmitted  to  us,  show  th 
Murder  even  then  proceeded  from  the  same 
as  at  present,  viz..  Rage,  Despair,  and  Disa^ 
ment.     Wise  Men  in  alt  Ages  despised  it,  as  a 
and  despicable  Flight  from  Evils  the  Soul  n 
Courage  and  Stren;;th  to  bear.     T]; ' 
been  said  by_j 
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nt  Life,  and  if  you  make  use  of  your  Reason,  it 

direct  you  to  turn  all  your  Wishes  and  Endea- 
i  towards  attaining  Happiness  in  a  future  State. 
:  then  Remains  to  be  examined  in  Respect  of 
Question  is,  whether  Persons  who  slay  them- 
s  can  hope  for  Pardon  or  Happiness  in  the  Sen- 

of  that  Judge  from  whom  there  is  no  Appeal, 
vhose  Sentence,  as  it  surpasses  all  Understand- 
\o  is  it  executed  immediately, 
f  we  judge  only  from  Reason,  it  seems  that  we 

no  Right  over  a  Life  which  we  receive  not  from 
Ives,  or  from  our  Parents,  but  from  the  imme- 

Gift  of  him  who  is  the  Lord  thereof,  and  the 
itain  of  Being.     To  take  away  our  own   Life, 

is  contradicting  as  far  as  we  are  able  the  Laws 
rovidence,  and  that  Disposition  which  his  Wis- 
has  been  pleased  to  direct  It  is  as  though  we 
nded  to  have  more  Knowledge  or  more  Power 

he  ;  and  as  to  that  Pretence  which  is  usually 
.'  use  of,  that  Life  is  meant  as  a  Blessing,  and 
therefore  when  it  becomes  an  Evil,  we  may  if 
link  fit  resign  it,  it  is  indeed  but  mere  So- 
ny. We  acknowledge  God  to  be  infinite  in  all 
ictions,  and  consequently  in  Wisdom  and  Power ; 
the  latter  we  receive  our  Existence  in  this  Life, 
as  to  the  Measure  it  depends  wholly  on  the 
ler ;  so  that  if  we  from  the  shallow  Dictates  of 
Leason,  contemptuously  shorten  that  Term  which 
pointed  us  by  the  Almighty,  we  thereby  con^ 
:t  all  his  Laws,  throw  up  all  Rights  to  his  Pro- 
;,  and  by  the  very  last  Act  we  are  capable  of, 
urselves  out  of  his  Protection, 
'his  I  say  is  the  Prospect  of  the  Fruits  of  Suicide, 
d  on  with  the  Eye  only  of  natural  Religion,  and 


398 


Tke  Life  of 


the  Opinion  of  ChrisUans  is  unanimous  in  i 
spect,  and  llial  Persons  who  wilfully  deprive 
selves  of  Life  here,  involve  themselves  also  ir 
everlasting.  As  to  your  particular  Case,  in 
you  say,  it  is  only  makingchoice  of  one  Death 
than  another,  there  are  also  the  strongest  J 
against  it.  The  Law  intends  your  Death,  n 
for  the  Punishment  of  your  Crimes,  but  as  an  E 
to  deter  others.  The  Law  of  God^  which  ha' 
manded  diat  the  Magistrates  should  not  b 
Sword  in  vain,  hath  given  Power  to  denoun 
Sentence  against  you.  but  that  Authoritj-  wh 
would  assume,  defeats  both  the  Law  of  the  I 
its  Intention,  and  is  opposite  also  unto  the 
God.  Add  unto  all  this  the  Example  of  our 
Saviour,  who  submitted  to  be  hung  upon  « 
though  he  had  only  need  of  praying  to  his  F; 
have  sent  him  tliousands  of  Angels  :  yet  d 
die  Death  of  a  Thief,  that  the  Will  of  God, ; 
Sentence  even  of  an  unrighteous  judge  ra 
satisfied. 

"  Let  then  the  Testimony  of  your  own  I 
your  Reverence  towards  God.  and  tlie  Hopes 
you  ought  to  have  in  Jestts  Christ,  determine 
expect  widi  Patience  the  Hour  of  your  Diss 
dispose  you  to  fill  up  the  short  lnter\'al  wh 
remains  with  sincere  Repentance,  and  enable 
support  your  Sufferings  with  such  a  ChristJaf 
of  Resignation  as  may  purchase  for  you  an 
Weight  of  Glory.  In  the  which  you  shall  all 
assisted  with  my  Prayers  to  God," 

yonathan  at  last  pretended  to  be  ovt^rcofl 
lUc  Reasons  ubich  had  be^  < '" 
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jubjeci  of  Self-Miirdcr  ;  but  it  plainly  appeared  tliatj 
I  this  hi:  was  a  Myjjocrite;  for  tlie  Day  before  his; 
^ecution,  notwillistaiidiiig  the  Keepers  bad  the:^ 
rtest  Eye  on  him  imaginable,  somebody  conveyed* 
I  Bottle  of  liquid  Laudanum,  of  which  hav- 
en a  very  large  Quantity,  he  hoped  it  would 
!  his  dying  at  the  Gallows.  But  as  he  had 
1  sparing  in  the  Dose,  so  the  Largeness  of  it 
1  speedy  Altt;ration,  which  being  perceived 
^fellow  Prisoners,  seeing  he  could  not  keep' 
i  Eyes  at  the  time  that  Prayers  were  said  to' 
;  usual  in  the  Cottdentned  Hole,  they  there- 
olked  him  about,  which  lirst  made  him  sweat 
gly,  and  then  very  sick  ;  at  last  he  vomited, 
/continuing  still  to  lead  bini.  he  threw  the 
t  Part  of  the  Laudanum  off  from  his  Stomach. 
Qtinued  notwithstanding  that,  very  drowsy, 
»and  unable  to  do  anything  but  gasp  out  his 
P  until  it  was  stopped  by  the  I  lalten  He  went 
ution  in  a  Cart,  and  the  People,  instead  of 
ing  any  kind  of  Pity  or  Compassion  for  him, 
to  throw  Stones  and  Dirt  all  the  Way  he 
ng,  reviling  and  cursing  him  to  the  last, 
lly  showing  by  their  Behaviour,  how  much 
kness  and  Notoriety  of  his  Crimes  had  made 
borred,  and  how  little  Tenderness  the  Ene- 
'  Mankind  meet  with  when  overtaken  by  the 
"  Justice.  When  he  arrived  at  Tyburn,  \va.\- 
^that  Time  gathered  a  little  Strength.  Nature 
Bering  from  the  Convulsions  in  which  the  Landa- 
\  had  thrown  him,  the  Executioner  told  him,  ht: 
take  what  Tinte  he  pleased  to  prepare  for 
He  therefore  sat  down  in  the  Cart  for  some 
^Time,,  during  which  the  People  were  so  uneasy 
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the  Opinion  of  Christians  is  unanimous  ' 
spect,  and  that  I'ersons  who  wilfully  dep 
selves  of  Life  here,  involve  themselves  als 
everlasting.  As  to  your  particular  Case 
you  say,  it  is  only  making  choice  of  one  De 
than  another,  there  are  also  the  stronges 
against  it  The  Law  intends  your  D^itl 
for  the  Punishment  of  your  Crimes. but  as  ai 
to  deter  others.  The  Law  of  God,  which 
manded  that  the  AlagistraUs  should  no^ 
Sword  in  vain,  hath  given  Power  to  den 
Sentence  ^'ainst  you,  but  that  Authority- 
would  assume,  defeats  both  the  Law  of  tl 
its  Intention,  and  is  opposite  also  unto  t 
God.  Add  unto  all  this  the  Example  of  < 
Saviour,  who  submitted  to  be  hung  upc 
though  he  had  only  need  of  praying  to  hi; 
have  sent  him  thousands  of  Angels ,-  ye 
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ul>ject  of  Self-Murder  ;  but  it  plainly  appeared  tliat 
I  this  he  was  a  Hypocrite ;  for  the  Day  before  his 
*3cecution,  notwithstanding  the  Keepers  had  the 
rictest  Eye  on  him  imaginable,  somebody  conveyed 
^  him  a  Botde  of  liquid  Laudanum^  of  which  hav- 
ing taken  a  very  large  Quantit}^  he  hoped  it  would 
Hevent  his  dying  at  the  Gallows.  But  as  he  had 
Of  been  sparing  in  the  Dose,  so  the  Largeness  of  it 
lauie  a  speedy  Alteration,  which  being  perceived 
y  his  fellow  Prisoners,  seeing  he  could  not  keep 
(len  his  Eyes  at  the  time  that  Prayers  were  said  to 
^em  as  usual  in  the  Cofuiemfied  Hole,  they  there- 
(Mn  walked  him  about,  which  first  made  him  sweat 
Jcceedingly,  and  then  very  sick  ;  at  last  he  vomited, 
tld  they  continuing  still  to  lead  him,  he  threw  the 
r»eatest  Part  of  the  Laudanum  off  from  his  Stomach. 
"Je  continued  notwithstanding  that,  very  drowsy, 
tupid,  and  unable  to  do  anything  but  gasp  out  his 
ireath  until  it  was  stopped  by  the  Halter.  He  went 
D  Execution  in  a  Cart,  and  the  People,  instead  of 
expressing  any  kind  of  Pity  or  Compassion  for  him, 
x>ntinued  to  throw  Stones  and  Dirt  all  the  Way  he 
^ent  along,  reviling  and  cursine  him  to  the  last, 
ind  plainly  showing  by  their  Bdnaviour,  how  much 
he  Blackness  and  Notoriety  of  his  Crimes  had  made 
lim  abhorred,  and  how  little  Tenderness  the  Ene- 
nies  of  Mankind  meet  with  when  overtaken  by  the 
tiand  of  Justice.  When  he  arrived  at  Tyburtt,  hav- 
ng  at  that  Time  gathered  a  litde  Strength,  Nature 
■^covering  from  the  Convulsions  in  which  the  Lauda- 
turn  had  thrown  him,  the  Executioner  told  him,  he 
night  take  what  Titne  lu  pleased  to  prepare  for 
Death.  He  therefore  sat  down  in  the  Cart  for  some 
uonall  Time,  during  which  the  People  were  so  uneasy 


:>troKe  oi  justice  witn  lears,  but  so  tar 
from  it  in  this  Case,  that  had  a  Reprieve  i 
it  is  hij^hly  questionable  whether  die  Pris 
ever  have  ijceii  brought  back  with  safety, 
more  Hkely  that  as  they  wounded  him  dar 
the  Head  in  his  Passajje  to  Tyburn,  they 
knocked  him  on  the  Head  out-right,  if  i 
attempted  to  have  brought  him  back. 

liefore  I  [lart  with  Mr.  Wild,  it  is  reqi 
inform  you  in  Respect  to  his  Wives,  or 
were  called  Iiis  \\'i\'es,  concerning  whor 
Noise  has  been  made.  His  first  was  a  ] 
Woman  who  contented  herself  to  live 
liampton,  with  the  Son  she  had  by  him,  w 
putting  him  to  any  trouble,  or  endeavouri 
up  to  Town  to  take  ufjon  her  the  Style  a 
Madam  Wild,  which  the  last  Wife  he  liv 
with  the  greatest  Affectation.  The  nex 
thought  fit  to  dignify  with  the  Name  of  1 
was  the  aformentioned  Mrs.  Milliner,  wit 
continued  in  very  great  Intimacy  after 


Jonathan  Wild,    Thief-taker.  401 

devout  and  thoroughly  Penitent  for  all  her  Sins, 
-  is  to  be  hoped  such  Penitence  might  merit  Forgive- 
css.  However  erroneous  the  Principles  of  that 
^^^rch  might  be,  in  the  Communion  of  which  she 
i^l.  Wild  even  retained  such  an  Impression  of 
K^  Sanctity  of  this  Woman  after  her  Decease,  and 
o  great  Veneration  for  her,  that  he  ordered  his  Body 
O  be  buried  next  to  hers  in  Pancras  Church  Vard, 
•^liich  his  Friends  saw  accordingly  performed,  about 
^o o'clock  in  the  Morning  after  his  Execution.  The 
^t^xt  of  Mr.  IVild's  Sultanas  was  Sarah  Pcrrin, 
^MS  Graystofie,  who  survived  him.  The  next  was 
^ndith  Nunn,  by  whom  he  had  a  Daughter,  who  at 
He  Time  of  his  Decease  might  be  about  ten  Years 
^Id,  both  Mother  and  Daughter  being  then  living. 
t^he  sixth  and  last  was  the  no  less  celebrated  Mrs. 
>r  Madam  Wild,  than  he  was  remarkable  by  the 
^tyle  of  Wild  the  Thief-CatcJicr,  or  by  way  of  Irony 
^f  honest  yonathan.  This  remarkable  Damsel  before 
S^er  first  Marriage  was  known  by  the  Name  of  Mary 
Grown,  afterwards  by  that  of  Mrs.  Dean,  being  Wife 
bo  Skull  Dean,  who  was  executed  about  the  Year 
1716  for  House-breaking.  Some  malicious  People 
tiave  reported  that  yomxthan  was  accessor)^  to  the 
banging  him,  merely  for  the  Sake  of  the  Reward, 
ind  the  Opportunity  of  taking  his  Relict,  who  what- 
ever Regard  she  might  have. for  her  first  Husband, 
is  currently  reported  to  have  been  so  much  affected 
iRrith  the  Misfortunes  that  happened  to  the  latter,  that 
she  twice  attempted  to  make  away  with  herself,  after 
she  had  the  News  of  his  beinj^f  under  Sentence  ; 
however,  by  this  his  last  Lady  he  left  no  Children, 
and  but  two  by  his  three  other  Wives,  who  were 
living  at  the  time  of  his  Decease. 

2    D 
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As  to  the  Person  of  the  Man,  it  was  ho 
the  greatest  Degree ;  there  was  something  reir 
villanous  in  his  Face,  which  Nature  had  in 
more  strongly  than  perhaps  she  ever  did  u| 
other.  He  was  strong  and  active,  a  Fellow 
digious  Boldness  and  Resolution,  which  m 
riisillanimity  shown  at  his  Death  more  rem 
In  his  Lifetime  he  was  not  at  all  shy  in  ow 
Pmfcssion  ;  but  on  the  Contrary  bragged  of 
all  Occasions,  into  which  perhaps  he  was  led 
riiiiciiloiis  Respect  which  was  paid  him.  : 
Meanness  of  Spirit  some  Persons  of  Distincti 
guilty  of  in  talking  to  him  freely.  Common 
has  swelled  the  Number  of  Malefactors  e 
through  his  means,  to  no  less  than  one  hund 
twenty ;  certain  it  is,  that  they  were  very  nu 
as  well  in  Reality  as  in  his  own  Reckoning 
most  remarkable  of  them  were  these  :  Vl'hiti 
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an  older  Date.  It  has  been  said  that  there  was  a 
isiderable  Sum  of  Money  due  to  him  for  his  Share 
the  Apprehension  of  several  Felonies  at  the  very 
me  of  his  Death,  which  happened  as  I  have  told 
u  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday ,  the  24th  of  May,  1725, 
being  then  about  forty-two  Years  of  Age. 


\e  Life  of  John    Little,  a    Housebreaker  and 

Private  Thief. 

HE  Papers  which  I  have  in  Relation  to  this 
Malefactor  speak  Nothing  with  Regard  to 
his  Parents  and  Education.  The  first  Thing 
that  I  meet  with  concerning  him  is  his 
ing  at  Sea,  where  he  was  at  the  Time  my  Lord 
"rrington,  then  Sir  George  Byng,  went  up  the  Medi- 
ranean,  as  also  in  my  Lord  Cobhanis  Expedition 
Vigo  ;  and  such  a  knack  he  had  of  plundering  in 
5se  Expeditions,  that  he  could  never  bring  himself 
erwards  to  thinking  it  was  a  Sin  to  plunder  any- 
dy,  which  wicked  Principle  he  did  not  fail  to  put 
Practice  by  stealing  every  Thing  he  could  lay  his 
inds  on,  when  he  afterwards  went  into  Sweden  in 
ilerchant  Ship ;  and  indeed  there  is  too  common  a 
se  for  Men  who  have  been  inured  to  robbing  and 
Jtreating  an  Enemy,  now  and  then  to  revive  the 
ne  Talents  at  home,  and  make  as  free  with 
!  Subjects  of  their  own  Sovereign  as  they  did  with 
)se  of  the  Enemy.  Weak  Minds  sometimes  do 
t  really  so  well  apprehend  the  Difference,  but 
eve  under  little  Apprehension  of  Sin,  provided 
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they  can  escape  the  Gallows.  And  odiers  ( 
Understanding  acquire  such  an  Appetite  for 
that  they  arc  not  afteru'ards  able  to  lay  it 
that  I  cannot  help  observing,  that  it  would 
prudent  for  Officers  to  encourage  their  M< 
their  Duty  a^inst  the  Enemy  from  generous 
of  ser\'ing  their  Country,  and  vindicating  its 
rather  than  proposing  the  Hopes  of  Gain, 
Reward  arising  from  destroying  those 
Wretches  who  fall  under  their  Power  ;  but  e 
this,  and  perhaps  too  much  here.  Let  us  reti 
to  him  of  whom  we  are  now  speaking.  \ 
came  home  into  England,  he  fell  into  ill  C 
particularly  that  of  yohn  Bewlc,  alias  Ha 
one  Belcher,  who  it  is  to  be  supposed  first 
him  to  look  upon  robbing  as  a  ver)-  entertain 
ployment,  in  which  they  met  with  abun< 
Pleasure,  and  might,  with  a  little  Care,  avo' 
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^CDst  of  the  Roads  near  London,  and  were  particularly 
Customers  to  Sadler  s  Wells,  Bellsize,  and  the 
«st  of  the  little  Places  of  Junketting  and  Enter- 
"  nment  which  are  most  frequented  in  the  Neigh- 
urhood  of  this  Metropolis.  Their  Method  upon 
^ch  Occasions  was  to  observe  who  was  most  drunk, 
*^d  to  watch  such  Persons  when  they  came  out, 
offering  them  to  walk  a  little  before  them  till  they 
djne  to  a  proper  Place  ;  then  jostling  them,  and  next 
kicking  a  Quarrel  with  them,  they  fell  to  fighting,  and 
c^  Conclusion  picked  their  Pockets,  snatched  their 
"iats  and  Wigs,  or  took  any  other  Methods  that  were 
Ke  most  likely  to  obtain  something  wherewith  to 
Upport  their  Riots  in  which  they  indulged  every 
^ight  At  last  finding  their  Comings  in  not  so  lai^e 
^  they  expected,  they  took  next  to  Housebreaking, 
ri  which  they  had  somewhat  better  Luck  ;  but  their 
Expenses  continuing  still  too  much  for  even  their 
ii^  Booty  to  supply  them,  they  were  continually 
bushed  upon  hazarding  their  Lives,  and  hardly  had 
my  Respite  from  the  Crimes  they  committed,  which, 
Ls  they  grew  numerous,  made  them  the  more  known, 
Lnd  consequendy  increased  the  Danger.  Those  who 
Hake  it  their  Business  to  apprehend  such  People 
laving  had  Intelligence  of  most  of  them,  which  is 
j^nerally  the  first  Step  in  the  Road  to  Hyde  Park 
Zortier. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  Observation  which  most 
rf  all  shocks  Thieves,  and  convinces  them  at  once 
50th  of  the  Certainty  and  Justice  of  a  Providence  is 
fhis,  that  the  Money  never  thrives  with  them  which 
iiey  amass  by  such  unrighteous  Dealings ;  that 
diough  they  thieve  continually,  they  are,  notwith- 
standing that,  always  in  Want,  pressed  on  every  Side 
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pt^tuous  Tempers  of  his  Associates,  who  w^ 
tinually  defraiulinjj  one  another  in  their  S 

ih<-  Hof)ly.  and  then  qiiarrellini::^.  fijjhtinji;^,  thn 
aiul  what  not.  till  I.ittlc  sometimes  at  the  Ex 
his  (»\vn  Allotment,  reconciled  and  put  them 
Humour.  Nor  were  his  fatal  Conjectures 
Head  without  Cause  :  for  Bcicle,  thouijh  Litt. 
declared  he  had  drawn  him  into  such  Pract 
him  into  an  Information  he  made  for  the 
procurin;:^^  a  Pardon.  A  few  Days  after  L 
taken  into  Custody,  and  at  the  next  Sessions 
for  I)reakini^  open  the  House  of  one  Mr.  L 
taking  from  thence  several  Parcels  of  Good 
in  the  Indictment.  Upon  his  Trial  the  Pr 
swore  to  the  Loss  of  his  Goods,  and  lieiclc. 
been  a  Confederate  in  the  Robber)^  gave  T< 
also  as  to  the  Manner  in  which  they  wer 
Lilllc,  as  he  was  conscious  of  his  Guilt,  mad 
poor  Defence,  pretending  that  he  was  uttei 
quainted  with  this  liezule,  hoping  that  if  1 
persuade  the  Jurj^  to  that,  the  Prosecutor  s  \L 
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gave  him  no  Encouragement  upon  the  Motion, 

must  be  acknowledged,  he  did  not  amuse  him- 
with  any  vain  Kxpectations. 
'uring  the  Time  he  remained  under  Conviction, 
cJiavcd  with  great  Marks  of  Penitence,  assisted 
tantly  at  tlie  public  Devotions  in  the  Chapel,  and 
•cd  often  and  fervently  in  the  Place  where  he  was 
ined.     He  made  no  Scruple  of  owning  the  False- 
1  of  what  he  had  asserted  upon  his  Trial,  and 
lowlcdging  the  Justice  of  that  Sentence  which 
med  him  to  Death,      He  seemed  to  be  in  very 
It  Concern  least  his  Wife,  who  was  addicted  to 
I  Practices,  should  follow  him  to  the  same  Place : 
irder  to   prevent  which,  as  far  as  it  lay  in  his 
ta",  he  wrote  to  her  in  the  most  pressing  Terms 
vas  able,  entreating  her  to  take  Notice  of  that 
uicholy  Condition  in  which  he  then  lay,  miserable  1 
ugh  the  Wants  under  which  he  suffered,  and  still 
e  miserable  from  the  Apprehensions  of  a  shameful  I 
,th,  and   the    Doubt  of  being  plunged  also  into  I 
'lasting  Torment.      Having  finished  this  Letter,  I 
b^^n   to   withdraw    as    much    as    possible    his  ' 
ughts  from  this  World,  and  to  fix  them  wholly 
re  they  ought  to  have  been   placed   throughout 

Life,  praying  to  God   for  his   Assistance,   and 
savouring  to   render  himself  worthy  of  it  by  a  j 
trc  Repentance.      In  fine,  as  he  had  been  enor-  I 
isly  wicked  through  the  Course  of  his  Life,  so  he  I 

extraordinarily  penitent  throughout  the  Course  ' 
tb  Misfortunes,  deeply  affected  from  the  .Apprc- 
sions  of  tcm|X)ral  Punishment,  but  apparently 
t:  afflicted  with  the  Sense  of  his  Sins,  and  the 
IT  of  diat  Punishment  which  the  Justice  of  Al' 
"    '    '  '    inflict  upon  him  ;  and  therefore,  L 


^"  ni( 


r/ii:  Ujf  0/ 


le  Day  of  his  Kxecution.  lie  employed  eva 
mcnt  in  crying  for  Mercy,  and  with  wondcrftj 
and  Resignation,  submitted  to  that  Death  whi 
Law  had  appointed  for  his  Offences,  on  the  i 
Septcmdei-.  1725,  at  Tyburn,  As  to  his  owB 
"  "lat  I  am  not  able  to  say  anything  of,  it  not  b 

lentioned  in  the  Papers  before  me. 


lie   Life  of  John    Price,   a   Homebreaktr  i 
Pri'oate  Thief. 

SMONGST  the  ordinary- kind  of  P« 

I  Eniilam{  Debauchery  is  so    comm 

the  tnie  Principles  of  Honesty  am 

'  Life  so  little  understood,  that  we  n 

»ut  surprised  at  the  numerous  Sessions 
often  held  in  a  Year  at  the  Old  Bailey^  and  i 
titudes  which  in  Consequence  of  tltcm  an 
executed  at  Tyhuyn,  Fraud,  which  is  onl^r 
Svithin  the  Limits  of  the  Law,  is  ai  tliis 
Day,  especially  amongst  the  common  People,  D 
a  Sign  of  Wit,  and  esteemed  as  fair  a  Bia 
their  Calling  as  iheir  Labours.  Mechanic 
Sorts  practice  it,  without  showing  any  great  J 
to  hide  it,  especially  from  theirown  Family,* 
on  the  Contrary,  they  encourage  and 
Their  Children,  instead  of  being  reprove* 
first  Essays  in  Dishonesty,  are  called  sm 
and  their  Tricks  related  to  Neighbours  ani 
as  Proofs  of  their  Genius  and  Spirit.     V'e 
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•y  S^^'^  ^'"^  ^^  Encouragement  upon  the  Motion, 
it  must  be  acknowledged,  he  did  not  amuse  him- 
f  with  any  vain  Expectations. 
Dunne  the  Time  he  remained  under  Conviction, 
behaved  with  great  Marks  of  Penitence,  assisted 
istandy  at  the  public  Devotions  in  the  Chapel,  and 
lyed  often  and  fervently  in  the  Place  where  he  was 
ifined.  He  made  no  Scruple  of  owning  the  False- 
cxi  of  what  he  had  asserted  upon  his  Trial,  and 
cnowledging  the  Justice  of  that  Sentence  which 
omed  him  to  Death.  He  seemed  to  be  in  very 
5at  Concern  least  his  Wife,  who  was  addicted  to 
A  Practices,  should  follow  him  to  the  same  Place ; 
order  to  prevent  which,  as  far  as  it  lay  in  his 
•wer,  he  wrote  to  her  in  the  most  pressing  Terms 

was  able,  entreating  her  to  take  Notice  of  that 
Jancholy  Condition  in  which  he  then  lay,  miserable 
x>ugh  the  Wants  under  which  he  suffered,  and  still 
>re  miserable  from  the  Apprehensions  of  a  shameful 
sath,  and  the  Doubt  of  being  plunged  also  into 
erlasting  Torment     Having  finished  this  Letter, 

began  to  withdraw  as  much  as  possible  his 
loughts  from  this  World,  and  to  fix  them  wholly 
lere  they  ought  to  have  been  placed  throughout 
i  Life,  praying  to  God  for  his  Assistance,  and 
deavouring  to  render  himself  worthy  of  it  by  a 
icere  Repentance.  In  fine,  as  he  had  been  enor- 
>usly  wicked  through  the  Course  of  his  Life,  so  he 
IS  extraordinarily  penitent  throughout  the  Course 

his  Misfortunes,  deeply  affected  from  the  Appre- 
jisions  of  temporal  Punishment  but  apparendy 
ore  afflicted  wiUi  the  Sense  of  his  Sins,  and  the 
ear  of  that  Punishment  which  the  Justice  of  At- 
ighty  God  might  inflict  upon  him  ;  and  therefore,  to 
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the  Day  of  his  Execution,  he  cmirfoj'ed  even-  5 
mcnt  in  cr>-in;;  for  Men:>',  and  with  wonderful  Pi 
and  Resignation,  submitted  to  that  E>ealb  vbidi 
I^w  had  apfxiinted  for  his  Oficnces,  on  the  13^ 
September.  1  725,  at  Tyburn.  As  to  his  own  ; 
that  I  am  not  able  to  say  an)-thing  </,  it  not  b 
mentioned  in  the  Papers  before  me. 

WKIi;  IrV;^  .w-'V  — j'^tK .  Ir  K.Z^Z.^r9Z.J^Z.J^^r^-^^r\Z. 

Tlu   Life  of  John    Price,   a   Housebreaker 
Private  Thief. 
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SMONGST  the  ordinarj- kind  of  Peop 
Ettj^land  Debaucher>'  is  so  common, 
tht  true  Principles  of  Honest)-  and  a 
Life  so  little  understood,  thai  we  neti 


John  Prick,  a  Houseirealrr.  409 

^x\\m<Z  too  harsh  or  too  severe  can  be  inflicted 
them,  in  the  Opinion  of  these  verj-  Parents,  as 
ating  at  Chuck,  and  filching  of  Marbles  were 

real  Crimes  in  Children  of  eight  Years  old,  as 
ig  of  Handkerchiefs  and  picking  of  Pockets  in 
.^f  Thirteen  or  Fourteen.  But  with  the  Vulgar, 
he  Punishment  annexed,  and  not  the  Crime, 
s  dreaded  ;  and  the  Commandments  against 
ig^  and  Murder  would  be  as  readily  broke,  as 
against  Sxcearipig  and  SaddatA'draiihtg,  if  the 
PiKL\r  had  not  set  up  a  Gallows  at  the  End  of 
John  Price,  of  whom  we  are  now  to  speak, 
er\-  little  preser\'ed  concerning  him  in  the 
»irs  that  lie  before  me ;  all  that  I  am  able  to  say 
1  is  that  by  Emplojinent  he  was  b,  Sin'/or,  and 

Course  of  his  \'oyages  had  addicted  himself 
Gratifying  such  Inclinations,  as  he  had  towards 

or  Women,  without  the  least  Concern  as  to 
Dnsequences  here  or  hereafter ;  he  said,  indeedy 
ill  tug  sick  at  Oporto  ///  Portugal,  aud  fitnyMiMj;^ 
lYaJt,  and  almost  incapable  of  moi^in^  himself, 
ar  of  Death  gaz*e  him  Apprehepisions  of  xchat 
istice  of  God  might  injlict  on  him  through  the 
>er  and  Heinousness  of  his  Sins,  tchieh  at  last 
w  great  an  /mpressiopi  on  his  Mipid,  that  he  put 
iolepnn  I  'aic  to  God,  of  thorough  jRepentanee  a  fid 
dppiepit.  if  it  should  please  hipn  to  raise  hifu  once 
^rotpp  that  Bed  of  Sickfuss,  aptd  restop'e  hipn  again 
forpfter  Health.  But  when  he  had  recovered, 
te  good  Inclinations  were  forgotten,  and  the 
xamples  he  had  before  his  Eyes  of  his  Com- 
is,  who  according  to  the  Custom  in  Portugal 
ed  themselves  to  all  sorts  of  Lewdness  and 
icherj-  prevailed.     He  returned  like  the  Dog 
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to  the  Vomit,  and  his  last  State  was  worse  than 
first  On  his  return  into  England,  he  had  still  a  De 
sire  towards  the  same  sensual  Enjoyments,  was  eva 
coveting  Debauches  of  Drink,  accompanied  with  the 
Conversation  of  lewd  Women :  but  caring  little  for 
Labour,  and  finding  no  honest  Employment  to 
support  the  Expenses  into  which  his  Lusts  obliged 
him  to  run,  he  therefore  abandoned  all  Thou^tsof! 
Honesty  at  once,  and  took  to  Thieving,  as  the  proper 
Method  of  supporting  him  in  his  Pleasures.  When 
this  Resolution  was  once  taken,  it  was  no  difiiicult 
Thing  to  find  Companions  to  engage  with  him. 
Houses  to  receive  him,  and  Women  to  caress  him; 
on  the  contrary,  it  seemed  difficult  for  him  to  choose 
out  of  the  Number  offered,  and  as  soon  as  he  had 
made  the  Choice,  he  and  his  Associates  fell  imme- 
diately to  the  Practice  of  that  miserable  Trade  thej' 
had  chosen.      How  long  they  continued  to  practice  it 
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that    he    haJ    Wi!X\    in    the    Comjany   of    CV;V  aiul 
'S,\j?i's.  the  'A.vrr  found  him  liuiltv.  as  thev  did  C7;>/" 
also,  upon  his  own  Confession.      I'nder  Sentence  he 
Seemed  to  have  a  just  Sense  of  his  preccdiui^  wicked 
Life,  and  was  under  no  small   Appreliensions  con- 
Ceminij  his  Repentance,  since  it  was  forced  and  not 
voluniarv.      However,  the  Ordniarv  havin^::  satisfied 
his  Scruples  of  this  Sort,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  re- 
commended it  to  him.  without  oppressinjj  his  Con- 
science with  curious  blears  and  unnecessary  Scaiples, 
to  apply  himself  to  Prayer  and  other   Duties  of  a 
Dvinir    Man  ;  to  which  he   seemed    sufficientlv   in- 
clined.  but  complained  that  jamcs  Cliff\  who  was  in 
the  condemned   Hole,  prevented  both  him  and  the 
rest  of  the  Criminals  from  their  Duty,  byextravajjant 
Speeches,  wild  and  profane  Expressions,  raving  after 
the  Woman  he  had  conversed  with,  and  abusinof  ever\' 
Body  who  came  near  him,  which  partly  arose  from 
the  Temper  of  that  unhappy  Person,  and  was  also 
owing  to  his  Indisposition  of  Body,  labouring  all  the 
while  he  lav  in  the   Hole  under  a  \\\\A\  Fever.     An- 
other  great  Misfortune  to  Pruw  in  the  Condition  in 
which  he  was,  consisted  in  his  Incapacity  to  supply 
the  Want  of  the  Mi  lister  s  Instructions  when  from 
Chapel,  through  his  Incapacity  of  Reading.      How- 
ever, he  endeavoured  to  make  up  for  it  as  well  as  he 
could,  by  attending  constantly  at  Chajjel,  and  not 
only  behaving  gravely  at  Prayers,  but  listening  aiten- 
tivelv  at   Sermon,  bv  which    means   he  constantlv 
brouijht  awav  a  ijreat  Part,  and  sometimes  lost  ver\- 
little  out  of  his  Memor\'  of  what  he  heard  there.    In 
a  WorI.  all  the  Criminals  who  were   at   this   time 
under  Sentence  (excepting  Cl(ff')  seemed  perfectly 
disposed  to  make  a  just  Cse  of  that  time,  which  the 


able  Criminal  amongst  tfaem,  to  occaskm  siaic 
whispering  when  they  came  to  Chapd^  a  thii 

were  much  afraid  of,  inasmuch  as  it  would  ha 
dercd  their  Devotions  and  discomposed  their 
At  the  same  time  with  Price,  there  lay  und< 
demnation  one  Woolridge,  who  was  convic 
entering  the  House  of  Elizabeth  ydl^  in  the 
time,  with  a  felonious  Intent  to  take  away  the 
of  Daniel  Brooks,  but  it  seems  he  was  apprel 
J>efore  he  could  so  much  as  open  the  Chest 
designed  to  rob.  The  Thieves  in  Newgale 
take  upon  them  to  be  very  learned  in  the 
esj^ecially  in  respect  to  what  relates  to  Evidei 
they  had  persuaded  this  unhappy  Man  that  i 
dence  which  could  be  produced  against  him 
affect  his  Life.  There  is  no  doubt  but  his  Cor 
came,  therefore,  upon  him  with  great  Surpri 
certain  it  is,  that  such  Practices  are  of  the  ut 
Consequence  to  those  unhappy  Malefactors, 
ever,  when  he  found  that  Death  was  inevitc 
by  Degrees  began  to  reconcile  himself  there 
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n  a  Word,  no  Temptations  to  Drink,  nor  the  Desire 
f  pleasing^  those  who  vend  it  Circumstances  which 
K>  often  induce  others  in  that  Condition  to  be  guiltj- 
f  strange  Enormities,  ever  had  force  enough  to  ob- 
node  on  them  more  than  was  necessary-  to  support 
Jfe,  and  to  keep  up  such  a  Supply  of  Spirits  as 
Qabled  them  to  perform  their  Duties  :  from  whence 
:  happened  that  the  Approach  of  Death  did  not 
fiect  them  with  anv  extraordinar\'  Fear,  but  both 
ufiered  \^nth  Resignation  on  the  same  Day  wnth  the 
Miner  Criminals  at  Tvittrft. 


T^  Life  of  Foster  Sxow,  a  Murderer. 

[HERE  cannot  be  anjthing  more  dangerous 
in  our  Conduct  through  human  Life,  than  a 
too  ready  Compliance  with  any  Inclination 
of  the  Mind ;  whether  it  be  lustful  or  of  an 
rascible  Nature,  either  transports  us  on  the  least 
Uieck  into  wicked  Extrax'agancies,  which  are  fatal 
n  their  Consequences,  and  suddenly  oveni-helm  us 
>oth  wnth  Shame  and  Ruin.  There  is  hardly  a  Page 
ti  this  work  but  carries  in  it  Examples  which  are  so 
nanvstronor  Proofs  of  the  Veracitv  of  thisObser\-ation. 
5ut  with  respect  to  the  Criminal  we  are  now  speaking 
>£  his  is  j-et  a  more  extraordinary-  Case  than  any  of 
he  Rest ;  and  therefore  I  shall  in  the  Course  of  mv 
delation,  make  such  Remarks  as  to  me  seem  most 
ikely  to  render  his  Misfortunes,  and  my  Account  of 
hem,  useful  to  my  Readers,  Foster  Snoii\  was  the 
Jon  of  very  honest  and  reputable  Parents,  who  gave 
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him  an  Education  suitable  to  their  Station  in  Ufi 
which  was  also  the  same  they  intended  to  bring  ha 
("Up  to,  viz.,  that  of  a  Gardener,  in  which  Capacity,  o 
BS  a  Butler,  he  served  Abundance  of  J'crsans  o 
Quality  with  an  untainted  Reputation.  About  foitf 
iteen  Years  before  his  Death,  he  married  and  scm 
rian  Alehouse,  wherein  his  Conduct  was  such  ihail 

fained  the  Esteem  and  Respect  of  his  Neighboffl 
eing  a  Man  who  was  without  any  great  Vices,  exce] 
"Only  Passions,  in  which  he  too  much  indulged  hi* 
self,  and  whenever  he  was  in  Drink,  would  buflJ" 
out  into  unaccountable  Extravagancies,  botlv  In  b' 
Words  and  Actions.  However,  it  is  likely  this  p 
ceeded  in  a  great  Measure  from  Family  Uneasiw 
which  undoubtedly  had  for  a  long'  Time  discomjmi 
him  before  his  committing  that  Murder  for  wludlj 
died.  When  sober  he  might  have  Wisdom  e 
,to  conceal  his  Resentment,  yet  when  the  Fil 
Wine  had  clouded  his  Reason,  he  (as  it  is  nod 
nion  Case)  gave  vent  to  his  Passion,  and  ires 
uniform  Surliness  all  who  came  in  his  Way, 
to  the  Source  of  these  Domestic  Disconteni 
apparent  from  the  Papers  I  have,  that  i 
partly  occasioned  by  family  M  ismanagcm 
partly  from  the  haughty  and  imprudent  Cai 
the  unfortunate  Person  who  fell  by  his  Hai 
it  seems  that  the  Woman  whom  Snow  mar 
a  Daughter  by  a  former  Husband,  and  this  I 
she  brought  home  to  live  with  Mr.  Snffaf,\ 
so  far  from  being  angry  therewith,  or  tre 
with  that  Coldness  which  is  usual  to  Fatha 
that  on  the  Contrary,  he  gave  her  the  sole  1 
of  his  House,  put  everything  into  her  Hiu" 
ra^  lio  fond  ol  ihe  j^oui^./i'^ 
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t^^ater  Tenderness  could  not  have  been  shown  to 
1^  Child,  if  she  had  been  his  own.  It  seems  that  a 
tr,  Rawlifis  had  found  a  Way  to  ingratiate  himself 
'iA  both  the  Mother  and  Daughter,  but  especially 
^fce  latter,  that  although  his  Circumstances  were  not 
lrtraordinar)%  they  gave  him  very  extensive  Credit  ; 
Hd  as  he  had  a  Family  of  Children,  they  sometimes 
mSered  them  to  get  little  Matters  about  their  House, 
h«ieby  so  effectually  encouraging  them  there,  that 
Jl  last  they  w^ere  never  out  of  it  Mr.  Stunv  it  seems 
Ook  Umbrage  at  this,  and  spared  not  to  tell  Mr. 
Rawlins  flady,  he  did  not  desire  lu  should  conu  thither^ 
vhich  was  frequendy  answered  by  the  other,  in  oppro- 
uous  and  undervaluing  Terms,  which  gave  Mr.  Stunu 
Jneasiness  enough,  considering  that  the  Man  at  the 
aune  Time  owed  him  Money.  This  Carriage  on 
x>th  Sides  having  continued  for  a  pretty  While,  and 
>roken  out  in  several  Instances,  it  at  last  made  Mr. 
Show  so  uneasy  that  he  could  not  forbear  expressing 
lis  Resentment  to  his  Wife  and  Family.  But  it  had 
iitde  Effect,  they  went  on  still  at  the  same  Rate ; 
Mr.  Rawlifis  was  frequendy  at  the  House,  his  Chil- 
dren received  no  less  Assistances  there  than  before ; 
ind,  in  short,  everj'thing  went  on  in  such  a  Manner 
that  poor  Mr.  Sfww  had  enough  to  aggravate  the 
Suspicions  he  entertained.  At  last  it  unfortunately 
lappened  that  he  having  jrot  a  little  more  Liquor  in 
lis  Head  than  ordinary,  Mr.  Rawlifis  coming  into 
he  House,  he  asked  him  for  his  Money,  and  up- 
>raided  him  with  his  Treatment  in  verj'  harsh  Terms, 
:o  which  the  other  making  no  less  gross  Replies,  it 
cindled  such  a  Resentment  in  this  unfortunate  Man, 
Jiat  after  several  Threats  which  sufficiendy  expressed 
he  Rancour  of  his  Disposition,  he  snatched  up  a 


of  th^  iJrtadth  U   ao  Indi.  and  cf  tbe  D 


■^^  !'j".T'.i"''i.r:^-  -■■."';  'i\  :tr.*:i-.*;s  nT.ich  ht  CcJj-t 
K'rT.-.u.:/.--  b.".  -  •.ir'vh  i:i-i*rt>;  c^r^^sed  thai  I 
\*rri  f^ivil.  r.jr.'irst,  «r,-i  j.«a.cea.l it:  Nei^rhiiciu. 

.S*ir,t';nc':-  of  L''=e:h  :  in  pasrin^'  ■w-hich.  i} 
y;'f;-:j/T  /f'^-:-r.vr.  Mr.  A^/i.  u-ok  jiixiJcjlar 
of  th*;  IJT^r-.-^rr.'-^^  r-f  th^  Cnme  of  Mur 
txpuhivr :  '. ::  ih'r  K^]j;:y  of  ih-;  /"rrv/sr  L-^:  ' 
it  wi^  r'rj-:r';^J  thiiT  >>:  'j.-i!--:-  k:iJ  sccj  JM^tv's  . 
M-jn  s'lxi/j  fits  Jii::d  :•€  r-kcj  :  and  from  the: 
Occasion  to  ■wim  the  ?n-.oner  from  l-^in^ 
into  any  ce!u-rive  H'.jxrs  of  Pardon,  binct  the 
of  hii.  Offence  was  buch  as  he  couM  not  re; 
expect  it  from  the  R-.-yal  Breast,  which  had  e' 
ca.utious  of  exten'l'n;'  Mercvto  ihoi>ewhri  h^. 
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ro,  he  beoan  to  loathe  huiiself  and  his  own 
ty,  crying^  out  frequently  when  alone,  Oh ! 
hr  !  .]fi49'd<r  !  it  is  the  Guilt  of  that  great  Sin 

distracts  my  Soul.  When  at  Cluxpel  he  at- 
l1  with  great  Devotion  to  the  Duties  of  Prayer 
rrzwW  there  ;  but  whenever  the  Commandments 
to  be  repeated,  at  the  Words,  T/iOi/  shall  do  no 
W-,  he  would  tremble,  turn  pale,  shed  Tears, 
:ith  a  violent  Agitation  of  Spirit,  pray  to  God 
rdon  him  that  great  Oflence.  To  say  Truth, 
anv  Man  seemed  to  have  a  truer  Sense  or  a 
quick  Feeling  of  his  Crimes,  than  this  unhappy 
testified  durinix  his  Confinement.  His  Heart 
:>  far  from  being  hardened,  as  is  too  commonly 
ase  with  those  Wretches  who  fall  into  the  same 
tion,  that  he  on  the  Contrary  afflicted  himself 
ually,  and  without  ceasing,  as  fearing  that  all 
^nitence  would  be  but  too  little  in  the  Sight  of 
or  destroying  his  Creature,  and  taking  away  a 
^'hich  he  could  not  restore.  Amidst  these  Ap- 
iisions,  covered  with  Terrors  and  sinking  under 
eight  of  his  Afflictions,  he  received  the  spin- 
assistance  of  the  Ordiuarv  and  other  Minislers, 
nuch  Meekness,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  with  great 
it,  since  they  encouraged  him  to  rely  on  the 
:  of  God,  and  not  by  an  unseasonable  Diffidence 
I  the  throwing  away  his  own  Soul  by  Despair, 

taking  away  the  Life  of  another  in  his  Wrath. 

added  to  the  heavv  Load  of  his  Sorrows,  was 
nkindness  of  his  Wife,  who  did  not  visit  him 
Misfortunes,  and  administered  but  indifferently 
Wants.  It  seems  the  Quarrels  they  had  had 
bittercd  them  towards  one  another,  that  verj' 
3f  that  Friendship  was  to  be  seen  in  either 

2   E 


inj^ly  modest,  and  far  from  that  Rancour  wb 
have  been  expected  from  a  Man  whom  t 

,  insinnaU:d   had  broucjht  himself  to  Death 

I  viol^mt  \i<:'^(:nimf:ni  of  what  related  to  her 

I  thoii;(h  no  such  Thing  appeared  from  wh 

clarcd  to  those  who  attended  him.  He  sa 
indeed  uneasy  at  the  too  large  Credit  she  ^ 
Deceased,  but  that  it  u*as  of  her  Purse  on 
entertained  Suspicions  ;  and  that  as  he  zca 
Man,  he  had  no  ill  Thoughts  of  her  in 
Jl'ay.  liut  with  Rejfard  to  his  Daughtc 
pressed  a  verj*  jjreat  Dislike  to  her  Beha 
1  said,  her  Conduct  had  been  snch  as  forced  het 

I  to  leave  her ;  and  that  though  he  had  treatei 

J  the  greatest  Kindness  and  Affection,  yet  sui 

I  /.  'ntoz^'ardness  of  her  Disposition,  that  he  hi 

5  but  very  sorry  Returns,      However,  he  t( 

expressed  great   Uneasiness,  lest  after  his 
;  his  little  Grand  Daughter-in-Law  might  su 

ilt^ducation.  of  which  he  intended  to  have 
greatest   Care,    this    Dislike   to   the    Mot! 

I.J  I  r  \-     c  •     •  y  '  \ 
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ten  it  abated  a  little,  it  yet  left  his  Head  so  weak, 
U  he  seemed  to  be  somewhat  distracted,  crying  out 
Cliapel  the  Sutiday  before  he  died  like  one  griev- 
sly  disturbed  in  Mind,  and  expressing  the  greatest 
jonies  under  the  Apprehensions  of  his  own  Guilt, 
J  the  strict  Justice  of  Him  to  whom  he  was  shortly 
answer.  However,  he  forgave  with  all  outward 
)pearance  of  Sincerity,  all  who  had  been  in  any 
tgree  accessory  to  his  Death.  Being  carried  in  a 
mrning  Coach  to  the  Place  of  Execution,  he  ap- 
ired  somewhat  more  composed  than  he  had  been 

some  Time  before.  He  told  the  People,  that 
^t  the  Crime  for  which  lie  died,  he  liad  never  been 
\lty  of  anything  which  tnight  bring  him  within  the 
ir  of  meeting  with  such  a  Death.  And  in  this 
sposition  of  Mind  he  suffered  at  Tyburn  on  the 
I  Day  of  November,  1725,  being  about  fifty-five 
ars  of  Age.  Immediately  after  his  Death,  a  Paper 
s  published  under  the  Title  of  his  Case,  full  of 
cumstances  tending  to  extenuate  his  Guilt,  but 
:h  as  in  no  way  appeared  upon  his  Trial. 
The  Court  of  Old-Bailey,  at  the  next  Sessions, 
ing  this  Paper  into  their  Consideration,  were  of 
union  that  it  reflected  highly  on  the  Justice  of  those 
o  tried  him,  and  therefore  ordered  the  Printer  to 
end  them  to  answer  for  this  Offence.    Accordingly, 

attended  the  next  Day,  and  being  told  that  the 
urt  were  highly  displeased  with  his  publishing  a 
ling  of  that  Nature,  in  order  to  misrepresent  the 
5tice  of  their  Proceedings,  and  that  they  were 
idy  to  punish  him  for  his  Contempt  in  the  aforesaid 
blication  of  such  a  Libel,  Mr.  Leech  thought  fit 
prevent  it  by  making  his  most  humble  Submission, 
i   asking  Pardon  of  the   Court   for  his  Offence, 
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assurintj  them  that  it  proceeded  only  from  In2dver-' 
tcnce,  and  promislnjf  never  to  print  anything  of  the 
like  Sort  ajjain,  whereupon  the  Court  were  gracioustr 
pleased  to  dismiss  him  only  with  a  Reprimand,  and 
to  admonish  others  of  the  same  Profession,  that  ther 
should  be  cautious  for  the  Future  of  doing  an)lh!r!g 
which  miffht  reflect  in  any  Degree  upon  the  Proceed- 
ings l>efore  them. 

The  Life  of  J-.hn  Whalew^jNE,  alias  Weleon'e. 
a   T/iief  cfc. 


|HIS  Malefactor  was  bom  in  the  Midst  of 

the  City  of  London,  in  the  Parish  of  St 

Iia(k   Church.      His   Parents  were 


John  Whalebone,  «  Thief ,  &c.  421 

i  then  cried  old  Clothes  about  the  Streets ;  but  not 
ding  any  great  Encouragement  in  that  Employ- 
:nt,  he  was  easily  drawn  in  by  some  wicked  People 
his  Acquaintance,  to  take  what  they  called  the 
)rtest  Method  of  getting  Money,  which  was,  in 
lin  English,  to  go  Thieving.  He  had  very  ill 
ck  in  his  new  Occupation,  for  in  six  Weeks  Time 
er  his  first  setting  out,  he,  on  the  Information  of 
t  of  his  Companions,  was  apprehended,  tried,  con- 
ted,  and  ordered  for  Transportation. 
It  was  his  Fortune  to  be  delivered  to  a  Planter  in 
nth  Carolina,  Avho  employed  him  to  labour  in  his 
mtations,  afforded  him  good  Meat  and  Drink,  and 
ated  him  rather  better  than  our  Farmers  treat  their 
r\-ants  here,  which  leads  me  to  say  something  con- 
ning the  Usage  such  People  meet  with,  when 
ried,  as  the  Law  directs,  to  our  Plantations,  in 
ler  to  rectify  certain  gross  Mistakes,  as  if  English- 
H  abroad  had  totally  lost  all  Humanity,  and  treated 
:ir  fellow  Creatures  and  fellow  Countrymen  as 
Lves  or  as  Brutes. 

The  Colonies  on  the  Continent  of  America  now 
:e  off  the  greatest  Part  of  die  Criminals  who  are 
nsported  for  Felony  from  Britain,  most  of  the 
and  Colonies  having  long  ago  refused  to  re- 
ve  them.  The  Countries  into  which  they  are  now 
d,  trade  chiefly  in  such  kind  of  Commodities  as 
:  produced  in  England,  unless  it  be  Tobacco.  The 
iployment  therefore  of  Persons  thus  sent  over,  is 
lier  in  attending  Husbandry,  or  in  the  Culture  of 
s  Plant,  being  thereby  exposed  to  no  more  Hard- 
ps  than  they  would  have  been  obliged  to  have 
Jergone  at  home  in  order  to  have  got  an  honest 
/elihood  ;  so  that  unless   their  being  obliged   to 
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irork  for  their  Living,  is  to  pass  for  (jrcat  Hanl- 
ITship.  I  do  not  conceive  where  it  can  else  lie,  since  the 
Law,  ratlier  than  shed  the  Blood  of  Persons  for  small 
Offences,  or  where  they  appear  not  to  have  gone  (m 
for  a  Length  of  Time  in  them,  by  its  Lenity,  chaiips 
he  Punishment  of  Death  into  sendinjj  them  amungS 
heir  own  Countrymen  at  a  Distance  from  their  iH' 
r^disposed  Companions,  who  might  probably  scduff 
them  to  commit  the  same  Offences  again,  and  directs 
also  that  this  Banishment  shall  be  for  such  a  Lcnjjtli 
of  Time,  as  may  be  suitable  to  the  Guilt  of  ti* 
Crime,  and  render  it  impracticable  for  them  on  thd 
Return  to  meet  with  their  old  Gangs  and  Acquaint 
ance.  making  by  this  Means  a  happy  Mixture  both* 
Justice  and  Clemency,  dealing  mildly  with  them  foC 
the  Offence  already  committed,  and  endeavouriny 

I  put  it  even  out  of  their  own  Power  by  fresh  Offcfltf 
to  draw  a  heavier  Judgment  upon  themselves,    i* 
to  return  to  this  WhaUbom. 
The  kind  Usage  of  his  Master,  the  easiness  of  1 
Life  which  he  lived,  and  the  certainty  of  Death  if 
attempted  to  return  home,  could  not  all  of  them 
vail  upon  him  to  lay  aside  the  Thoughts  of  con 
back  again  to  London,  and  tliere  giving  himsctf 
to  those  sensual  Delights  which  he  had  formetly 
joyed.     Opportunities    are    seldom  wanting 
Men  incline  to  make  Use  of  diem,  espccialqf 
who  had  been  bred  as  he  was  to  the  Sea ; 
a  Year  and  a-half  after  his  being  setdcd 
■■look  such  Ways  of  recommending  himself  U>j 
Ktain  Captain,  as  induced  him  to  bring  him 
{set  him  safe  on  Shore  near  Hanuielt.     He 
1  Foot  up  to  London,  and  was  in  Town 
4  befmv^bejtyf  ,^Q£idtritail; 
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»n  who  knew  him,  ho  causetl  him  to  be  appre- 
:d.  and  at  the  next  Sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey 
LS  convictevl  of  such  illei^al  Return,  ami  oixlenxl 
xwution.  At  first  he  pretended  that  he  thought 
Crime  for  a  Man  to  return  into  his  own  Countr)-, 
lierefore  did  not  think  himself  bound  to  repent 
It.  Whatever  A  nnmients  the  Orduuirv  made  use 
l.>ersuade  him  to  a  Sense  of  his  Guilt  I  know 
mt  because  this  is  an  Error  into  which  such 
le  are  ver\*  apt  to  fall,  and  as  there  want  not 
of  die  /  'ul^ar  who  take  it  for  a  great  Hani- 
also  making  it  one  of  those  Topics  upon  which 
take  Occasion  to  harauinie  airainst  die  Severity 
L.aw  that  thev  do  not  understand,  I  think  it  will 
lerefore  be  improper  to  explain  it 
insportiiiion  is  a  Punishment  whereby  the  Bri- 
1.7:<'  commutes  for  Offences  which  would  other- 
be  capital ;  and  therefore  a  Contract  is  plainly 
nievl  between  ever)*  Felon  trans}.K>rted,  and  the 
:  bv  whose  Authority  he  is  ordered  for  Trans- 
tion.  that  the  said  Felon  shall  remain  for  such  a 
of  Years  as  the  Law  directs,  without  retuminsr 
my  of  the  Kings  European  Dominions,  and 
fourt  plainly  acquaints  the  Felon,  that  if  in 
:h  of  his  Agreement  he  shall  so  return,  in  such 

the  Ctmtract  shall  be  deemet.1  void,  and  the 
d  Punishment  remaininix  uncommuted  by  such 
jlt  shall  then  take  Place.  To  s;iy,  then,  that  a 
ni  who  enters  into  an  Agreement  like  this,  and 
rtectly  acquainted  with  its  Conditions,  knowing 
no  less  than  his  Life  must  be  forfeited  by  the 
:h  of  them,  and  vet  wilfully  breaks  them — to 
lat  such  a  Person  as  this  is  vniihy  of  no  Offence, 

in  the  Opinion  of  ever\*  IVrsim  of  common 
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inding-  by  Uie  <^realest  Absurdity 

;  and  to  call  that  Severity,  wliich 

rl^aw  takinj^  its  Forfeit,  is  a  very  yrtat  ImjjropnetFi 

(and  proceeds  from  a  foolish  and  unreasonable  Coio 
This  I   think  so  plain   that  Kolliing  ba 

Prepossession  or  Stupidity  can  hinder  Feo]»le  ft 
f  Comprehending  it.     As  to  Whalebone,  when  De 

approached,  he  laid  aside  all  these  Excuses,  and 

plied  himself  to  what  was  much  more  material. 

making  a  proper  Use  of  that  little  Time  which  jt 
,  remained  for  Repentance.  He  acknowledj^'cd  all 
^Crimes  wliich  he  had  committed  in  the  fonncr  Ra 
■of    his   Life,  and  the   Justice  of  that    Sentence  1 

ivhich  he  had  been  condemned  to  TransptirtaDo 
land  having  warned  the  People  at  his  ExecuiiunJ 
lavoid  of  all  Things  being  led  into  ill  Company,f 

stifiered  with  nmch  seeming  Pentitence,  tttgeUicrwi 

the  afoi-e-mentioned    Malefactors  at    Tyburn,  bo 

then  about  thirty-eight  Years  (;f  Age. 

The  Lif<-  of  J.\Mi-s    LiTTii;,  I-Qotpiui  .imi  H'^ 
i-juyntan. 

\.4MES  LITTLE  w;is  a  Ptrrson  descend 
1  from   Parents  very  honest  and  Jndustiil 

tliough  of  small  Fortune ;  they   brt»l 
'  up  with  all  the  Care  they  were  able, 
when  he  came  to  a  lit  Age,  put  hint  out  tu  an  be 
Employment.      But  he  in  his  Youdi  having  take 
sculiar  F'ancy  to  his  h'ather's  Profession  of  a  Paik 
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:Je  to  earn  twelve  or  fifteen  Shillingrs  in  a  Week, 
hen  he  thought  fit  to  work  hard,  but  that  was  ver)'^ 
Jdom,  and  he  soon  contracted  such  a  Hatred  to 
orking  at  all,  that  associating  with  some  wild  young 
ellow  s,  he  kept  himself  continually  drimk  and  mad, 
Dt  caring  what  he  did  for  Money  so  he  supplied 
imself   with     Enough     to    procure     him     Liquor, 
.mongst  the  Rest  of  those  debauched  Persons  with 
horn  he  conversed,  there  was  especially  one  Saftd- 
^rd^  with  whom  he  was  peculiarly  intimate.     This 
ellow  was  a  Soldier^  of  a  rude,  loose  Disposition, 
ho  took  a  particular  Delight  in  making   Persons 
horn  he  conversed  with  as  bad  as  himself.     Having 
le  Sunday^  therefore,  got  LittU  into  his  Company, 
id  drank  him  to  such  a  Pitch  that  he  had  scarcely 
ly  Sense,  he  next  began  to  open   to  him  a  new 
lethod  of  Living,  as  he  called  it,  which  was  neither 
lore  nor  less  than  going  on  the  Highway.     Little 
3S  so  far  gone  in  his  Cups,  that  he  did  not  so  much 
5  know  what  he  was  saying.     At  last  Sandford  rose 
p,  and  told  him,  //  icas  a  j^oik/  Time  funu  to  go  out 
pon  tluir  Attempts,  upon  which  Little  got  up  too. 
nd  went  out  with  him.     They  had   not  gone  far 
efore  the  Soldier  drew  out  a  Pair  of  Pistols,  and 
Dbbed  two  or  diree  Persons,  while  Little  stood  by 
D  verj'  drunk,  that  he  was  both  unable  to  have  hurt 
[le  Persons  or  to  have  defended  himself.     He  said, 
€  robbed  ito  more  with  the  Soldier,  who  was  soon 
fter  taken  up  and  hanged,  at  tlie  same  Time  with 
^ofiatlian  Wild.    Yet  the  sad  Fate  of  his  Companion 
ad  very  litde  Effect  upon  tliis  unhappy  Lad ;  he 
ell  afterwards  into  an  Acquaintance  with  some  of 
^ohn  Shepherd^ s   Mistresses,  and    they  continually 
linning  in  his  Ears  what  great  Exploits  that  famous 
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Robber  had  committed,  they  unfortunately  prev 
upon  him  to  go  again  into  the  same  Way,  but  ll 
as  fatal  to  him  as  it  had  been  to  his  Compa 
for  Little  having  robbed  one  Lionel  Mills  in 
P'ields,  put  him  in  Fear,  and  taken  from  him  a  \ 
kerchief,  three  Keys,  and  sixteen  Shillings  in  M 
not  contented  with  which,  he  pulled  the  Turno\ 
from  his  Neck  hastily,  and  thereby  had  like  to 
strangled  him, — for  this  Offence  the  Man  pu 
him  with  unwearied  Diligence,  and  he  being  tak 
thereupon,  was  quickly  after  charged  with  ar 
Robbery,  committed  on  one  Mr.  Evans,  in  the 
Month,  who  lost  a  Cane,  three  Keys,  and  t 
Pounds  in  Money.  On  these  two  Offences  h 
convicted  at  the  next  Sessions  at  the  Old  Baih 
having  no  Friends,  could  therefore  entertain 
Kxpectation  of  Pardon,  especially  considering 
short  a  Time  it  was  since  he  received  Mercy  I: 
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t  him  to  prepare  for  it.     At  the  Place  of  KxecutitMi 

looked  less  astonished,  thouijh  he  spoke  much  less 

the   People   than  the  Rest,  and  died  seemiui^ly 

imposed,  at  the  same  Time  with  the  other  Malefac- 

^*s.  Siu>:c  and  ir/ialidiuu\  bein^if  at  the  Time  of  his 

xecution  in  his  seventeenth  Year. 


'€  Life  of  John  Hamp,  Footpad  ixnd  II ighicixyman, 

HIS  imhappy  Person,  yohn  Hamp,  was  born 

of  honest   and    reputable    Parents   in    the 

Parish  of  67.   Giles s  icit/iout  Cfipp/ti^atc. 

They  took  great    Pains  with   his   Kduca- 

in,  and  the  Lad  seemed  in  his   juvenile  Years  to 

;r\'e  it ;  he  was  a  Boy  of  Abundance  of  Spirits, 

his  Friends  at  his  own  Request  put  him  out 

^Apprentice  to  a  Man  whose  Trade  it  was  to  lath 

houses.     He  did  not  stay  out  his  Time  with  him  ; 

^ut  being  one  Evening  with  some  damken  Com- 

j)Qmions  at  an  Ale-house,  near  the  Iropt  Gate  by  the 

Tawer^  three  of  them  Sai/ors  on  board  a  Man-of- 

'var,  (there  being  at  that  Time  a  great  Want  of  Men, 

and  a  Squadron    fitting  out   for  the  Ha/tic),  these 

Sai/ors,  therefore,  observing  all  the  ComiKiny  very 

drunk,  put  it  into  their  Heads  to  make  an  Agreement 

for  their  going  altogether  this  X'oyage  to  the  North. 

Drink  wrought  powerfully  in  their  Favour,  and  in 

less  than  two  Hours*  Time,  Hamp  and  two  other  of 

his  Companions  fell  in  with  the  Sai/ors'  Motion,  and 

talked  of  Nothing  but  braving  the  Czar,  and  seeing 

the   Rarities  of  Copin/iai^eti.      The  fourth   Man   of 
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wiui   ja€K    lars    L/iiigence,  prcmiisGa   n 
Reckoning,  and  g^ve  'each  of  ^em  a  Guin 

In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  Lieutenan 

tht:  I-\']!('\vs  wcnr  all  s»j  dn:nk  that  he  \va 
send   for   more    Hands  belon^^ini;:  to  the 
carrievl  them  ti)  tile  lon:^   Boat,  and  the: 
them  d'  iwn.  and  coverini^  them  with  Men's  ^ 
veved  them  «>n  Ixjard  that  NiirhL    There  is 
but  Ilavip  wa-i  ver\'  much  surprised  when 
tiie  Situatit'n  he  was  in  the  next   Momi 
there  was  no  Remedy,  he  acquiesced  withe 
an\'  Words,  and   so  bei:an   the  \'ovai:e 
Kver\Nxiv  knows  there  was   no  tiorhtin: 
I>a!t:\-  Expeditions,  so   that  all   the   Hard 
had  to  combat  with  were  'those  of  the  Se 
Weather,  which  were  indeed  bad  enoucrh 
of  an  IiHii-cis'i  Constitution,  and  who  were 
to  bear  the  extreme  Cold.     While  thev 
Ccpt'nha^t'n  an  Accident  hapi>ened  to  one 
Acquaintance,  which  much  artected  him  at 
and  it  would  certainly  have  been  happy  fo: 
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:d.  This  Man  beincr  one  Day  on  Shore, 
v^  to  purchase  some  fresh  Provision  to  make 
ith  amongst  his  Companions,  somebody  took 
►f  a  Dollar  that  was  in  his  Hand,  and  Scrim- 
inting  Change,  the  Man  readily  offered  to 
aller  Money.  Scrinigtaus  thereupon  gave 
Dollan  and  having  afterwards  bargained  for 

wanted,  was  just  going  on  board,  when  a 
Jtticer,  with  a  File  of  Men.  came  to  appre- 
Ti  for  a  Coifier,  The  Fellow,  conscious  of 
;,  and  suspicious  of  their  Intent,  seeing  the 
loni^st  them  who  had  chanefed  the  Dollar^ 
lis  Heels,  and  springing  into  the  Boat,  the 
red  him  on  board  immediately,  where  as  soon 
s  oj^ot.  Scr/mmms  fancied  himself  out  of  all 
But  in  this  he  was  terribly  mistaken,  for 
)  next  Morning,  three  Danish  Commissaries 

lx>ard  the  Ailmirars  Ship,  and  acquainted 
a  Seaman  on  board  his  Fleet  had  counter- 
'ir  Coin  io  a  very  cofisiderable  I'a/ueyandwas 
'  dtiaitd  in  putting  off  a  Dollar  ;  that  there- 
C  ]/Tiier  had  been  ordered  to  seize  him,  but  that 
'adt  his  t'Su7/>e  by  jumping  into  the  long  Boat 
I  Ship^  on  bihird  o/zchieh  theyivere  informed 
they  therefore  desired  he  might  be  given  up  in 
be  punished.  The  Admiral  declined  that, 
rt^d  hiir,  upon  due  Proof  he  would  punish 
I  the  i::reaiest  Severitv  on  board.  Havinsr  in 
nwhile  dispatched  a  Lieutenant  and  twenty 
board  Scrimgeouss  Ship,  with  the  Dane  who 

him  in  putting  off  false  Money,  he  was 
inmediately.  and  upon  searching  his  Trunk, 
nd  there  near  a  hundred  false  Dollars,  so 
y  made,  that  none  of  the  Ship's  Crew  could 


showii^  Favour  to  their  Countrymen  iqM 

Occasion,  they  interposed  to  mitigale  ft 

SLittVjrin:^^.  and  humbly  besought  the  j* 
omit  lashinor  him  on  board  three  of  the 
but  in  this  Request  they  were  civilly  refus 
Sentence  which  had  been  pronounced  aj 
was  executed  upon  him  with  the  utmost  S 
happening  that  Hamp  i^-as  one  of  the  P 
rowed  him  from  Ship  to  Ship,  it  filled  h 
much  Terror  that  he  i**as  scarcely  able 
his  Dutv.  The  Wretch  himself  was  m^ 
terrible  Spectacle  of  Miser)-,  that  not  o 
but  all  the  Rest  who  saw  him  after  his  la 
were  shocked  at  the  Sight ;  and  thou 
shrewdly  suspected  that  some  others  had 
cemed  with  him,  yet  this  Example  ha 
Effect,  that  there  were  no  more  Instant 
false  Monev  uttered  from  that  Time.  I 
five  Years  after  Hamp  went  first  to  S 
began  to  think  of  returning  home  and  woi 
Trade  aeain :  and  after  this  Thoueht  ha 
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tain  Officer  in  the  Ship,  that  all  w"as  near 
V  the  time  he  came  home.  That  however 
lave  been  no  great  Misfortune^  had  he  stuck 
his  Employment,  and  avoid  those  Excesses 
h  he  had  been  formerly  guilt)-,  but  alas  !  this 
no  Means  in  his  Power.  He  drank  rather 
ifter  his  Return  than  he  had  done  before ; 
le  might  be  credited  at  that  Time,  when  the 
ows  what  is  said  to  pass  for  Evidence,  cvi.,  in 
>nv  of  Death,  it  was  this  Love  of  Drink  that 
:  him,  without  any  other  Crime,  to  his  shame- 
1,  the   Manner  of  which  I  shall   next  fully 

f>,  passing  one  Night  very  drunk  through  the 
a  \\\>man,  as  is  usual  enough  for  common 
\ill\^rs  to  do,  took  him  by  the  Sleeve,  and 
>me  immodest  Discourse,  asked  him,  if  he 
lot  go  into  her  Mother  s  and  take  a  Pot  with 
^o  this  Motion  Hamp  readily  agreed,  and  had 
n  long  in  the  House  before  he  fell  fast  asleep 
Company  of  yafm^s  Bird,  who  was  hanged 
m,  the  Woman  who  brourfht  him  into  the 

and  an  old  Woman,  whom  she  called   her 

By-and-bye  certain  Persons  came,  who  ap- 

led  him  and  yanits  Bird^  for  being  in  a  dis- 

House,  and  having  carried  them  to  the 
^)oiiSt\  diev  were  there  both  char^red  with 
[  and  beating,  in  a  most  cmel  and  barbarous 
*.  a  poor  old  Woman  near  Ra^  Fair.  At  the 
Id  Bailty  Sessions  they  were  both  tried  for 
ct  and  the  Worrian's  Evidence  being  positive 

them,  they  were  likewise  convicted.  Hamp 
\  himself  with  inreat  Serenitv  while  under 
^i,  declaring  always,  that  he  had  not  the  least 


of  it  titan  the  Child  unborn  ;  tliat  he  rcadflji 
all  that  iIh:  Woman  swore  to  be  true,  ea 

.Mi=ial;':  in  ill':  P«:r-.oii-. :  and  that  as  to 
ffjul'i  ii'd  liiki;  iijx^n  himself  to  >ay  that  ht 
o*inirrii'-'i  ill  it.  A  iJiiinc  of  Kmintnc' 
(./i/ui/i,  li'.iii;^  v»  (.harilaUt  as  to  visit  him. 
Iiim  vrry  [»arii<:ularly  on  this  Head.  He 
t/iiil  It  yiiyy  of  hii  Countrymen  on  their  C 
niiuiiiiiiiinsly  fnind  liint  (inilty.  that  the  L 
sHih  a  Convittion  had  aftpointed  him  to  L 
ihiil  Iherr  appeared  nut  the  least  Hopes  of 
any  r.wrv  a/de  tii  prevent  it ;  that  the  dciiyi 
(inill,  thinfure,  amid  not  possibly  be  of  ai 
hint  ht-rf,  but  nii^ht  probably  ruifi  him  for 
a/tir,  that  if  he  7^oitld act  -u-iscly  in  this  nn 
Sitnalion,  into  uhieh  his  I'iees  had  brongh 
i.Huild  make  an  ample  Aehio-U'ledgement  of  i 
he  had  tominitted,  and  oicu  the  jfiistiec  of  I 
in  bringing  him  to  Condemnation,  instead  o 
the  World  in  the  Assertion  of  a  Falsehood.  < 
i/tj^  into  the  Presence  of  Almifjhty  Ciod  with 
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ter  of  Fact,  so  I  afu  sure  if  it  he  not  true,  y 021 
ot  press  nu  to  oion  it,  I  aver  that  tlie  Cliarge 
lue  is  utterly  false  in  every  Particular.  I 
knowledge  that  I  have  led  a  most  dissolute 
d  adandofied  tnyself  to  all  kind  of  Wickedfiess  ; 
lid  I  to  satisfy  some  Persons  Importunities, 
y  the  ynstice  of  my  present  Sentence,  as  arising 
c  Truth  of  tlie  Fact,  I  should  thereby  become 
f  the  very  Crime  you  warn  tne  of  and  go  out 
Vorld  indeed,  in  the  very  Act  of  telling  an 
h.  Besides,  of  what  Use  would  it  be  to  me, 
r  not  the  least  Hopes  of  Pardon^  to  persist  in 
nercly  for  the  Sake  of  deceivitig  others,  who 
i  of  my  miserable  Death  as  a  Piece  of  News, 
he  same  Time  cheat  myself  in  what  is  my  last 
atest  Concern  /  /  beg,  t/ierefore,  to  be  troubled 
on  this  Head,  but  to  be  left  to  make  my  Peace 
d  for  those  Sins  which  I  have  really  cofnmitted, 
being  pressed  to  offend  hifn  yet  more  by  taking 
e  that  which  I  really  knoio  nothing  of  The 
'y  of  Newgate  hereupon  went  into  the  Hole 
line  Bird,  who  lay  there  in  a  sick  and  lament- 
ndition.  He  confirmed  all  that  Hamp  had 
clared  he  never  saw  him  in  his  Life  before 
ht  in  which  they  were  taken  up,  acknowledged 
to  be  a  great  Sinner  and  an  old  Offender, 
had  been  often  taken  up  before  for  Thefts  ; 
to  the  present  Case  he  peremptorily  insisted 
Innocence,  and  that  he  knew  Nothing  of  it. 
Place  of  Execution  Hamp  appeared  very 
ed,  and  with  a  Cheerfulness  that  is  seldom 
the  Countenances  of  Persons  when  they  come 
Tree,  and  are  on  the  very  Verge  of  Death. 
>ke  for  a  few  Minutes  to  the  People  to  this 

2    F 


n      ■•' 


■v       vv^    .    - 


i      ■ 


\>i  ihe  lV\^}>lc  in  his  last  Moments*  and  then 
hii^.^x^'*!'  t\^  xv^s^^c  short  private  Devotions, 

\x  . :^  '^..v*V.  ^.'.i^nnrss  to  his  Fate,  or 
^  ;hv*  :-r^L  v-:  .  \i.  vj.v'\  17^5,  at  jyin 
\\^-:\  .\\  \>.c  .*n:>.  \  ;\r;  ot  his  Ayo.  Bird Qi. 
.ix  w;-;!  .tx  ihv*  \.  vaiincvs  of  his  distemper 
\\v^,4\$  i^A^'   hi:v.  l-tMvt\  the  Truth  of  \vh; 


e^-%>*w 


ri',  1  ::<>  /'^   |v^*;\  At>ii\»a  /•i\»//«y//,  Jon: 
,5   .^'^^^^S:•v;:^^/*;  ,:n:.{'  RuuvKi*  Scirrikk 


•    r  -.  ■.*■ 


tMv^N^iSr  the  Number  of  those 
narv  K vents  which  mav  be  remari 
Course  i^f   these    melancholv   Mf 
ihivse  who  have  fallen  Martyrs  tc 
I'iitims  to   lusiice.  theiv  is  scarce  anvth 
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way,  and  so  finish  a  painful  and  industrious  Life 
w  iolent  and  shameful  Death.  Yet  this  is  exactly 
ase  before  us.     The  Criminal  of  whom  we  are 

0  speak,  vh.y  yohn  Austin^  was  the  Son  of  very 
>t  People,  having  not  only  been  bred  up  in  good 
iples,  but  seeming  also  to  retain  them.  He  was 
ut  young  to  a  Gardener,  in  which  Employment 

brought  up  he  became  afterwards  a  Master  for 
ilf,  and  lived,  as  all  his  Neighbours  report  it, 
a  ver)'  fair  Character  as  any  Man  thereabout. 
.  sudden  he  was  taken  up  for  assaulting  and 
ving  down  a  Man  in  Stepney  Fields,  with  a  short, 
I,  heavy  Club,  and  taking  from  him  his  Coat,  in 
ginning  of  Noixmber,  1 725,  about  Seven  o'clock 
e  Morning.  The  Evidence  being  clear  and 
:,  the  Jury,  notwithstanding   the    Persons   he 

1  to  his  Character,  found  him  guilty.  He  re- 
i  Sentence  of  Death  accordingly,  and  after  a 
rt  had  been  made  to  his  Majesty  was  ordered 
xecution.  During  the  Space  he  lay  under  Con- 
n,  he  at  first  denied,  then  endeavoured  to  exte- 

his  Crime,  by  saying  he  did  indeed  knock  the 
down,  but  that  the  Man  struck  him  first  with 
m  Rod  he  had  in  his  Hand ;  and  in  this  Story 
►me  Time  he  firmly  persisted.    But  when  Death 

a  nearer  Approach,  he  acknowledged  the 
:y  of  these  Pretences,  and  owned  the  Robber)'^ 
\  Manner  in  which  he  had  been  charged  there- 
Being  asked  how  a  Man  in  his  Circumstances, 

under  no  Necessities,  but  on  the  Contrary,  in 
y  ver\'  likely  to  do  well,  came  to  be  guilt)'  of  so 
ountable  an  Act,  as  the  knocking  down  a  poor 
and  taking  away  his  Coat,  he  said,  that  though 
IS  in  a  fair  Way  of  living,  and  had  a  zrry 


the  Manner  which  had  Seen  swam  against 
appeared  to  be  a  Person  of  no  vicioiis 

had  l)ocn  j^milty  of  very  few  Crimes,  exccp 
ti)  Mxccss  soniilimcs,  and  that  but  seldoi 
which  most  troul)lcd  him.  being  his  ordinaj 
it  as  a  Gardener,  in  spendinj^  the  Lord's  Daj 

i     I  hard  Work.  viz,,  in  packintj  up  Things  for 

'*'     \  Market.    I  le  was  ver\'  penitent  for  the  OfTf 

he  had  committed,  and  attended  the  Servici 
chily,  prayed  constantly  and  fervently  in  tt 
his  Conhnement.  and  suffered  Death  \ 
Serenity  and  Resolution,  averring  with 
lireath.  that  it  was  the  first  and  last  Aci 
r     1  had  ever  committed,  being  at  the  Time  of 

I  alxiut  thirty-seven  Years  old. 

•^     *  The  second  of  these  Malefactors,  yohn  j 

the  Son  of  a  vcr)'  poor  Man,  who  yet  did 
to  give  his  Son  all  the  Education  that  i 
Power;  and  finding  he  was  resolved  to  d 
else,  sent  him  with  a  very  honest  Gentlem 
He  continued  there  about  seven  Years, 
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he  Waves.  In  this  distressed  Condition,  he  with 
:h  Difficulty  made  the  Shore  of  Newfoundland, 

had  Nothing  to  subsist  on  but  Biscuit  and  a  little 
ten  Knowing  it  was  to  no  Purpose  to  ask  those 
\  were  settled  there  for  Provisions  without  Money 
effects,  he  landed  himself  and  eighteen  Men,  and 
ied  off  a  Dozen  Sheep  and  eight  Hogs.  They 
e  scarce  returned  on  Board,  before  it  sprung  up  a 
k  Gale,  and  driving  them  from  their  Anchors, 
ged  them  to  put  to  Sea.  It  blew  very  hard  all 
:  Day  and  the  next  Night    The  Morning  follow- 

the  Wind  abated,  and  they  discovered  a  little 
sel  before  them,  which,  by  crowding  all  the  Sails 
was  able,  endeavoured  to  bear  away.     The  Cap- 

thereupon  gave  her  Chase,  and  coming  at  last 
vith  her  perceived  she  was  Frcfuh,  upon  which 
rave  her  a  Broadside,  and  the  Master  knowing  it 

impossible  to  defend  her  immediately  struck. 
jy  found  in  her  a  large  Quantity  of  Provisions, 

in  the  Masters  Cabin  a  Bag  with  seven  hundred 
ols.  No  sooner  had  the  English  taken  out  the 
ty,  but  they  gave  the  Captain  and  his  Crew 
erty  to  sail  where  they  pleased,  leaving  them 
cient  Provisions  for  a  Subsistance.  They  stood 
gain  for  Newfoufidland,  where  the  Captain  paid 
Person  who  was  owner  of  the  Sheep  and  Hogs 
lad  taken,  as  much  as  he  demanded,  making  him 

a  handsome  Present  besides,  thereby  giving 
fer  a  remarkable  Example  of  Integrity  and  Jus- 

if  he  had  had  Grace  enough  to  have  followed  it 
en  the  Ship  came  home,  and  its  Crew  were  paid 
le  betook  himself  to  loose  Company,  loved  drink- 
and  idling  about,  especially  w^ith  ill  Women.  At 
he  was  drawn  in  by  some  of  his  Companions  to 


:ti;;i    n;;>i»-  'iiin  :JH'>ii'  I'ltjinisiw  ttwfc  no  fiirtfi 
■1    tun,  --i-  iitiii     ■•'o.-jr  i>i;itn:    Cn»^    there 


lii-     1    v;jf-   .-■■    ii>;:-m::-  ,:::r   ;:i7w  : 
;n-t     "I'ui-iTiti;-.  iiTi;    ?i".'*^iiii:»^.:  i:,:r  :-: 
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Kfae  Law  of  the  Land,  being  at  the  Time  he  suffered 
■d)out  thirt>'-seven  Years  of  Age. 

Richard  Scurrier  was  the  Son  of  a  Blacksviithy 
Residing  at  Kuigstonupopi- Thames.  He  followed 
for  a  Time  his  Father  s  Business,  but  growing  totally 
weary  of  working  honestly  for  his  Bread  he  left  his 
Relations,  and  without  any  just  Motive  or  Expecta- 
tion came  up  to  Lojidon.  He  here  betook  himself 
to  driving  a  Hachiey  Coach,  which  as  he  himself 
acknowledged,  was  the  first  Inlet  into  all  his  Misfor- 
tunes, for  thereby  he  got  into  loose  and  extravagant 
Company,  living  in  a  continued  Series  of  Vices,  un- 
enlightened by  the  Grace  of  God,  or  any  Intervals  of 
a  virtuous  Practice.  Such  a  Road  of  Wickedness 
soon  induced  him  to  take  illegal  Methods  for  Money 
to  support  it  The  Papers  which  I  have  in  my 
Hands  concerning  him  do  not  say  whether  the  Fact 
he  committed  was  done  at  the  Persuasion  of  others, 
or  merely  out  of  his  own  wicked  Inclinations.  Nay, 
I  cannot  be  so  much  as  positive  whether  he  had  any 
Associates  or  no ;  but  he  in  the  Beginning  of  his 
thievish  Practices  committed  a  Petty  Larceny,  which 
was  immediately  discovered.  He  thereupon  was  ap- 
prehended and  committed  to  Nciogate.  At  the  next 
Sessions  he  was  tried,  and  the  Fact  being  plain,  con- 
victed, but  being  very  young,  the  Court,  with  its 
usual  Tenderness,  determined  to  soften  his  Punish- 
ment into  a  private  Whipping.  But  before  this  was 
done,  he,  joining  with  some  other  desperate  Fellows, 
forced  the  outward  Door  of  the  Prison  as  the  Keeper 
was  going  in  and  escaped.  He  was  no  sooner  at 
Liberty,  but  he  fell  to  his  old  Trade,  and  was  just  as 
unlucky  as  he  had  been  before  ;  for  taking  it  into  his 
Head  to  run  off  with  a  Firkin  of  Butter,  which  he 


pi 


saw  sCinding  in  a  C/iceseiHonger's  Shop,  he  was  agail 

taken    in  the   Fact,  and  within  the  Space  of  a  fci 

Weeks  rccommitleil  to  his  old  Lodj,nnjj.     At  first  he 

iprehended  the  Crime  to  be  so  trivial,  that  he  wd 

in  the  least  afraid  of  Death,  and  thertrfore  bi^ 

mazement  was  the  greater  when  he  was  ca[)iiaHV 

_  jnvicted.      During  the  first  Day  after  Sentence  had 

teen  pronounced,  the  Extremity  of  Grief  and  Tta* 

made  him  behave  like  one  distracted.     As  he  caM 

a  litde  to  himself,  and  was  instructed  by  those  irfsl 

charitably  visited  him,  he  owned  the  Justice  of  ha 

"entence,  which  had  been  passed  upon  hira,  and  die 

[■notorious  Wickedness  of  his  misfient  Life.     He  \A 

tiaved  with  great  Decency  at  Chapel,  and  as  w^d 

a  mean  Capacity  and  a  small  Education  would  grw 

him  Leave,  prayed  in  the  Place  of  his  Confinantfll 

As  there  is  little  remarkable  in  this  Malefactor's  UW 

permit  me  to  add  an  Observation  or  two  conccnMl^ 

the  Nature  of  Crimes  punished  widi  Deatli  injFn 

lami,  and  die  Reasonableness  of  any  Projea  whk 

would  answer  die  same  End  as  Death,  viz.,  sccunii 

the  Public  from  any  of  their  future  Rapine,  widia 

sending  the  poor  Wretches  to  the  Gallows,  and  pud 

ing  them  headlong  Into  the  other  World  for  cvtf 

l-little  OiTence.     The  Gallics  in  other  Nations  seiV 

for  diis    Purpose,  and   the   I*unishment  seems  «l 

suited  to  the  Crime.     A  Man  steals  once,  and  is  oM 

demned  to  hard  Labour  all  his  Life  after.     He  sufM 

sufliciendy  for  his  Offence ;  yet  his  Life  is  prescnti^ 

"ind  he  is  not\vith5tanding  effectually  dcpnved  of  a 

leans   of  doing    further    Mischief.      \\  c   have  ft 

^allies,  it  is   true.  In   the  .Service  of  ihe  CrDwn  4 

Britain,  but  there  are  mimy  oUier  laborious  Worii 

.which   thi'y  might  by  ^ujt^  so  as,  tn  hg  ustJirf 
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leir  Country-.  As  to  Transportation,  though  it  mayj 
'.  first  Sight  stjcm  intended  for  the  l-'uq>ose.  yet  ir 
c  look  into  it  with  ever  so  little  Attention,  we  shall  I 
»  that  it  does  not  at  all  answer  the  End  :  for  we  I 
id  by  Experience,  that  in  a  Year's  Time,  many  of  J 
lem  are  here  again,  and  are  ten  Times  more  danger-i 
■5  Rogues  than  tliey  were  before.  And  in  the] 
lantalions  they  generally  behave  themselves  so  ilI,T 
lat  many  have  refused  to  receive  them,  and  have! 
ittn  laid  Penalties  on  the  Captains  who  shall  landj 
icm  within  the  Bounds  of  their  jurisdiction.  It  I 
ere  certainly,  therefore,  more  advantageous  to  the  I 
tablic  that  diey  worked  hard  here,  than  be  either  J 
Vced  u|)nn  the  Planlcrs  abroad,  or  left  in  a  Capacity  J 
t  return  to  their  V'illanies  at  home,  where  the  1 
tmlshmcnt  being  capital,  serves  only  to  make  them  f 
■s  merciful  and  more  resolute.  This  I  propose 
ify,  and  pretend  not  to  dictate.  But  it  is  now  time 
E  return  to  the  last-mentioned  Criminal,  Richard 
Mrrur.  and  inform  you  that  at  the  Time  he  suffered 
^Was  scarcely  eighteen  Years  of  Age,  dying  with  I 
e  Malefactors  llamp.  Bird.  Aintin,  and  Foster, . 
fore-mentioned,  on  the  twenty-second  of  December^  , 
P5,  at  Tyburn. 


Tlu  L,/\  „/ 

Ffiaw  standing  in  a  Checsemougcr's  Shop,  he  wai 
r  taken   in  the   Fact,  and  within  the  Space  of^ 
[  Wt^eks  recommitted  to  his  old  Lodging.     At  firstln 

apprehemlcd  the  Crime  to  be  so  trivial,  that  Jic  vi 
[  not  in  the  least  afraid  of  Deatli,  and  thertfore  \ 
[.Amazement  was  the  greater  when  he  was  capital 
[■convicted.  During  the  first  Day  after  Sentence  is 
Itbeen  pronounced,  the  Extremity  of  Grief  and  Fe< 
Imade  him  behave  like  one  distracted.     As  he 

I  little  to  himself,  and  was  instructed  by  iJiosc* 
'charitably  visited  him,  he  owned  the  Justice  ofS 
Sentence,  which  had  been  passed  upon  him,  afldd 
notorious  Wickedness  of  his  mispent  Life.     Ho^ 
haved  with  great  Decency  at  Chapel,  and  as  \ 
a  mean  Capacity  and  a  small   Education  wool' 
him  Leave,  prayed  in  the  Place  of  his  Confii 
As  there  is  little  remarkable  in  this  Malefactd 
permit  me  to  add  an  Observation  or  two  ecu 
the  Nature  of  Crimes  punished  with  Death  3 
land,  and  the  Reasonableness  of  any  Projet 
would  answer  the  same  End  as  Death,  viz., 
the  Public  from  any  of  their  future  Rapinei 
sending  the  poor  Wretches  to  the  Gallows,  j 
ing  them  headlong  into  the  other  World  fdl 
little  Offence.     The  GalUes  in  other  Naucw 
for  this   Purpose,  and   the   Punishment 
>:  suited  to  tlie  Crime.     A  Man  steals  once,  am 
j  demned  to  hard  Labour  all  his  Life  after.    Hd 
I  sufficiently  for  his  Offence  ;  yet  his  Life  Is  pre 
Land  he  is  nottt'itJistanding  effectually  deprivL-Jd 
umeans  of  doing   further   Mischief.      We  have  J 
Gallies,  it  is  tnie,  in  the  Service  of  ihe  C«(| 
Britain,  but  there  are  many  otlicr  I 

to  which  thy  !n.ight-^s.,j 
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Countr\\  As  to  Transportation,  though  it  may 
it  Sight  seem  intended  for  the  Purpose,  yet  if 
ok  into  it  with  ever  so  little  Attention,  we  shall 
lat  it  does  not  at  all  answer  the  End  ;  for  we 
)y  Experience,  that  in  a  Year  s  Time,  many  of 
are  here  again,  and  are  ten  Times  more  danger- 
rogues  than  they  were  before.  And  in  the 
ations  they  generally  behave  themselves  so  ill, 
many  have  refused  to  receive  them,  and  have 
laid  Penalties  on  the  Captains  who  shall  land 
within  the  Bounds  of  their  Jurisdiction.  It 
certainly,  therefore,  more  advantageous  to  the 
c  that  they  worked  hard  here,  than  be  either 
1  upon  the  Planters  abroad,  or  left  in  a  Capacity 
turn  to  their  \  illanies  at  home,  where  the 
hment  being  capital,  serves  only  to  make  them 
nerciful  and  more  resolute.  This  I  propose 
and  pretend  not  to  dictate.  But  it  is  now  time 
^tum  to  the  last-mentioned  Criminal,  Ricitard 
ia\  and  inform  you  that  at  the  Time  he  suffered 
is  scarcely  eighteen  Years  of  Age,  dying  with 
lalefactors  Hamp,  Bird,  Austm^  and  Foster^ 
i-mentioned,  on  the  twenty-second  of  December^ 
at  Tyburn. 


Tfu  Life  of 


T/u  Life  of  Fkanxis    Ii.»n.i-:v,  a   aolorims  H^ 
waynian. 

1HAT  ill  Company,  and  an  habitual  Cou 
of  indulging  vicious  Inclinations  of  a  Nlj 
ture  not  jmnishablc  by  human  1-aws.  sho  ' 
at  last  lead  Men  to  the  Commission  of  9 
Crimes  as  from  the  Injurj-  done  to  S<jciety  i 
capital  Punishment  to  be  inHicted.  is  a  Thing  we  s 
often  meet  with  that  its  Frequency  alone  is  suffi  * 
to  warn  Men  of  the  Danger  there  is  in  becwniij] 
acquainted,  much  more  of  conversing  familiarly  *nk| 
wicked  and  deljauched  Persons.  This  Crinnodl 
I-'ramis  liailey,  was  one  of  the  Xuml^er  of  lbo« 
Kxamples  from  whence  this  Obwir^'aiion  arises. 


1'    In    \  \ 


(•••<•  I 


•     •              • 
V   .  I  .  1     W        

« 

\.  •         «  • 


'n       \ 


9   %  • 


..    *-» 


«... 


\.    ■ 


44-4  ^^-f  Life  of 

th*;  ijsuai  .Sal'-.tatJon  of  Stand  and  Deliver,  but  put 
hi-  Hiind  in  hi-.  Pf-ck*;!.  and  takin^f  aut  some  -SV, 
he  in  a  'zt-joX  Frijj'ht.  and  as  it  ■were  tremblin;;.  p 
infj  BatUy'i  Hat.  wh  j  thereupcn  carelessly  let  gc 
Kdn-i  of  his  Hor^e,  and  went  to  put  the  Mone; 
in  hi-,  own  Pixket.  The  Parson  upon  seeing; 
clapyx^f]  Spurs  to  his  Hon>e.  and  throwing'  his  i 
KUxjw  with  aJl  his  Force  under  Bailey  s  left  Br 
^'ave  him  such  a  lilow  as  made  him  tumble  I 
wards  off  his  Mors*;,  the  Parson  ridin;Lj  olif  as  har 
he  could  with  a  j^oixl  Watch  and  near  fort>"  Po; 
in  Oold  in  his  Purse.  So  ill  a  setting  out  mi^ht  J 
marred  a  Iligh-^-ayman  of  less  Couraj^'e  than  h: 
whom  we  are  s[,»eakinjj-  But  Frank  was  not  t 
fri;jhtened  cither  from  Uan^^er  or  Wickedness,  v 
he  ha'l  once  got  it  into  his  Head.  So  as  soon  e 
came  a  little  to  himself,  and  had  caught  his  H 
he  resfjlved,  b)-  looking  more  carefully  after  the 
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vnission  of  his  Villanies,  to  which  he  was  once  in- 
^ined,  thoujjh  diverted  from  it  by  an  Accident, 
"^hich  to  a  less  obstinate  Person  might  have  proved 
9  sufficient  Warning  to  have  quitted  such  Exploits 
lor  good  and  all. 

Bailev  beinor  one  Dav  at  an  Ale-house,  not  far 
firom  MoorJieMs,  fell  into  the  Conversation  of  an 
Irishman  of  a  verj-  gay  and  lively  Temper,  perfectly 
suited  to  the  Humour  of  our  Kni[^/it  of  the  Road. 
Thev  talked  to<jether  with  mutual  Satisfaction  for 
about  two  Hours,  and  then  the  Stranger  whisj>ered 
Bailty.  that  if  he  would  step  to  such  a  TazTrn,  he 
would  give  him  part  of  a  Bottle  and  FozcL  Thither 
accordingly  he  walked.  His  Companion  came  in 
soon  after ;  to  Supper  they  went,  and  parteil  about 
twelve  in  high  good  Humour,  appointing  to  meet  the 
next  Evening  but  one.  Bailey  the  Day  after  was 
upon  the  Barnet  Road,  following  his  usual  Occupa- 
tion, when  looking  by  Chance  over  the  Hedges,  he 
perceived  the  Person  he  parted  with  the  Night  before 
stop  a  Chariot  with  two  Ladies  in  it,  and  as  soon  as 
he  had  robbed  them  rode  down  a  cross  Lane.  Bailey 
hereupon,  after  taking  nine  Guineas  from  a  Xoble- 
mans  Stezcard,  whom  he  met  about  a  quarter  of  an 
Hour  after,  returned  to  his  Lodgings  at  a  little  blind 
Brandy  Shop  in  Pieeadilly,  resolving  the  next  Day 
to  make  a  Proposal  to  his  new  Acquaintance  of  join- 
ing their  Forces.  With  this  \'iew  he  staid  at  home 
all  Day,  and  went  verj*  punctually  in  the  Evening  to 
the  Place  of  their  Appointment,  but  to  his  great 
Mortification  the  other  never  came  :  and  ^i//A;v.  after 
waiting  some  Hours,  went  away.  As  he  was  going 
home  he  happenei^l  to  step  into  an  Ale-house  in  Fore 
Street,  where,  recoUectiuij  that  the   House  in  which 
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he  had  first  seen  this  Person  was  not  far  off,  \ 
into  his  Head  that  if  he  went  thither  he  migl 
sibly  hear  some  News  of  him.  Accordingly  \. 
to  the  Place,  where  he  had  hardly  called  for 
of  Drink  and  a  Pipe  of  Tobacco,  but  the  \ 
saluted  him  with  O  lack.  Sir  !  don't  you  reme 
Gentleman  in  red  you  spoke  to  here  the  othei 
Yes,  replied  Bailey,  does  he  live  hereaboi 
don't  know,  says  the  Woman,  indeed  where  h 
but  he  was  brought  to  a  Surgeons  hard  by 
three  Hours  ago.  terribly  wounded.  My  H 
is  just  going  to  see  him.  Though  Bailey  co 
but  perceive  that  there  might  be  Danger  in  hi 
thither,  yet  his  Curiosity  was  so  strong  that  h 
not  forbear.  As  soon  as  he  entered  the  Ro 
wounded  Man,  who  was  just  dressed,  beckc 
him,  and  desired  to  speak  with  him.  He  wei 
enough  not  to  have  anything  overheard,  wh 
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^th  of  a  Woman  who  had  no  ver)'  good  Character, 
houorh  he  acknowledgfed  abundance  of  Crimes  of 
hich  there  was  no  Proof  against  him,  yet  he  abso- 
itelv  denied  that  for  which  he  was  coudcnined.  and 
irsisted  in  that  denial  to  his  Death,  notwithstanding 
lat  the  Ordinary  and  other  Ministers  represented 
'  him  how  great  a  Folly,  as  well  as  Sin,  it  was  for 
m  to  go  out  of  the  World  with  a  Lie  in  his  Mouth. 
e  said  indeed  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  Multitude  of 
iMOUs  Sins  and  Offcfucs,  for  which  Gad  did  with 
•eat  Justice  bring  him  unto  that  ignominious  End. 
et  he  persisted  in  his  Declarations  of  Innocence  as 
MoiisebreaJtin^,  in  which  he  affirmed  he  had  never 
«n  at  all  concerned,  and  with  the  strongest  Asse- 
unations  to  this  Purpose,  he  suffered  Death  at 
ydurn^  the  fourteenth  of  March,  1 725,  being  then 
out  thirt)-nine  Years  old,  in  Company  with  ^ants, 
arioM,  Gates,  and  Su'i/t,  of  whose  BehaWour  under 
intence  we  shall  have  Occasion  to  speak  by- 
id-bye. 


7t^  Life  of  John  Barton,  a  Robber^  Higlnoayman, 

and  Housebreaker. 

IT  IS  often  thought  that  Education  is  a  trouble 
to  Persons  in  their  Junior  Years,  who 
heartily  repent  of  their  Neglect  of  it  in  the 
more  advanced  Seasons  of  their  Lives. 
ohn  Barton,  the  Subject  of  our  Discourse,  was 
>m  in  London  of  Parents  capable  enough  of  afford- 
g  him  tolerable  Education,  which  they  were  willing 


ccivc  that  in  their  Children  which  is  evident 
ftn*:  *:ls';.  However.  liarions  Father  soc 
i'liuA  wiis  to  \i':  'Iuxm:  with  him  at  Sch 
wliich  Iv;  took  him  away,  and  placed  him  A 
witli  a  JhiUlicr.  Then;  he  continued  for  so 
Ijchavin'.,'  to  the  liliin;;  of  his  Master,  yet  i 
sn  much  out  of  1  i  iimour  with  work  that  he  : 
hini-iclf  with  si-jnn;  idle-  younj^  Fellows,  who  a 
dnvv  him  in  to  those  illej^al  Acts  which  pr 
to  liis  Reputation  and  his  Life,  Howev» 
make  a  Shift  to  pass  throuj,'h  the  Time  o 
pn-nticeship  witli  a  tolerable  Character, 
aflerwanls,  through  the  Kindness  of  his  Fi 
lip  as  a  lUtUficr,  in  which  Business  he  suet 
wi-ll  as  to  acquire  Money  enough  thereb; 
kept  his  I'amily,  if  he  could  have  been 
widi  tin;  I-'niits  of  his  honest  Labour.  Mi 
Companions,  who  by  this  Time  were  bee 
feclly  \er.sed  in  those  felonious  ArLs  by  uhii 
is  s«'emin;^dy  so  easy  to  Ix;  attained,  w(;re  c 
s(ilicitin<r  him  to  take  their  Method  of  Life 
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Proceedings,  the  Hopes  of  living  idle,  and  in 
Enjoyment  of  such  lewd  Pleasures  as  he  had 
:ted  himself  to  were  sufficient  He  therefore 
yielded  to  their  Suggestions,  and  went  into  such 
5ures  as  they  had  before  followed,  especially 
sebreaking,  which  was  the  particular  Branch  of 
ny  to  which  he  had  addicted  himself ;  at  this  he 
me  a  x^ty  dexterous  Fellow,  and  thereby  much 
ivour  with  his  wicked  Associates,  amongst  whom 
!  impious  argues  a  great  Spirit,  and  to  be  inge- 
>  in  Mischief  is  the  highest  Character  to  which 
ons  in  their  miserable  State  can  ever  attain, 
mongst  the  Rest  of  Barton  s  Acquaintance,  there 
one  i  ^orkshire  Bob,  who  was  reckoned  the  most 
it  Housebreaker  in  Town.  This  Fellow  one 
invited  Barton  to  his  House,  which  at  that  time 
not  far  from  Red  Lion  Fit  Ids,  and  proposed  to 
two  or  three  Schemes  by  which  some  Houses  in 
N^eighbourhood  might  be  broken  open.  Barton 
ght  all  the  Attempts  too  hazardous  to  be  made, 
Bod,  to  convince  him  of  the  Possibility  with  which 

Things  might  be  done,  undertook  to  rob  a 
ow  Lady's  House  of  some  Plate,  which  stood  in 
Butler  s  Room  at  Noonday,  and  without  Assist- 
Accordingly  thither  he  went,  dressed  in  the 
•it  of  a  Footman  belonging  to  a  Family  which 
\  well  acquainted  there.    The  Servants  conversed 

him  freely,  as  my  Lady  such-a-one  s  new  Man, 
e  he  entertained  them  with  Abundance  of  merry 
ies  until  Dinner  was  upon  die  Table,  when  taking 
antage  of  that  Clatter  in  which  they  were,  he 
lighted  a  Fire-ball  at  the  P^ireside,  clapped  into 
oset  on  the  Side  of  the  Stairs  in  which  the  foul 
hes  were  kept,  and  then  perceiving  the  Smoke 

2   G 


him  ;  Init  ij[i<in  sf!nding  to  the  Lady  for  d 
which  hf-r  nfw  Sorvant  had  carried  away  tii 

li'for*-  ;iihI   .1m-  'l''n\  in;''  that  she  had  arv  Sr 

J  til'-    llou.':  tliat  lia'i    not   liv^rd  with  'r.-iz  i 

{  ru'iiith,  \\v\  ili'-n  d!\rovf:red  the  Chear.  L-.o 

'I  iiiu:  too  latr  to  nv:n^l  it. 

j  lltnlnH.  h'Av»:Vf:r,  did  not  like  his  Ma.scer'^ 

I     .  f-mirely.  rhoo.in;^  rather  to  strike  out  a  ne^A 

J     1  his  own.   whirh  lie   fancied  mi;^ht  as  lirile 

,     j  hirii  a^  that  audacious   Impudence  of  the  c 

i  in  hi.,  .ev'rral  Adventures:  for  which  keasc-r 

i  very   cantiuus  of  as^ociatin;^  with  this    Fel! 

f     i  was  vfrry  dexterous  in  his  Art,  hut  was  mo; 

'     \  in  undertiikin;^  rlanj^erous  Kxploits  than  ar. 

1  Crew  at  that  Time-  cihout  Town,     jo/ni's  \ 

r    I  by  a  certain  Knack  of  .•^hiftin;^  the  Shutters.  ' 

f  he  opened  a  sjieedy  Entrance  for  himself:  as 

knew  in  how  jjreat  Danc^er  his  Life  was  fr' 

of  these  Attempts,  so  he  never  made  them  I 

Shops  or  Houses  where  so  larcje  a  Booty  r 

expected  as  would  prevent  his  beinjj  under  N 
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Method  of  Plunder  got  sufficient  to  subsist  him 
something  offered  in  his  own  way,  to  which  he 
J  willingly  have  kept.  At  last  hearing  of  a 
smitlis  not  far  from  where  he  lodged,  who  had 
y  considerable  Stock  of  fine  Snuff- Boxes,  Gold 
us.  Rings,  &c.,  he  fancied  he  had  now  an  Op- 
mity  of  getting  Provision  for  his  Extravagancies 
t  least  a  Twelvemonth  ;  the  Thoughts  of  which 
jraged  him  so  far  that  he  immediately  went 
t  it,  and  succeeded  to  his  Wish,  obtaining  two 
Chains,  five  Gold  Necklaces,  seventy- two  Silver 
ns,  and  an  immense  Cargo  of  little  Things  of 
e,  yet  this  did  not  satisfy  him.  He  had  ventured 
'  Days  afterwards,  having  a  proper  Opportimit)% 
le  House  and  Shop  of  one  Mrs.  Higgs,  from 
ice  he  took  a  hundred  Pair  of  Stockings,  and 
'  Things  to  a  large  Value ;  but  as  is  common 
such  Persons  his  Impnidence  betrayed  him  in 
disposing  of  them,  and  by  the  Diligence  of  a 
UibU  employed  for  that  Purpose  he  was  caught, 
x>mmitted  to  Neivgate.  At  the  next  Sessions  he 
for  these  F^acts  convicted,  and  as  he  had  no 
ids  so  It  was  not  in  any  Degree  probable  that 
iould  escape  Execution,  and  therefore  it  is  highly 
ble  he  might  be  the  Projector  of  that  Resistance, 

1  he  and  the  rest  under  Sentence  with  him  made 

2  condemned  Hole,  and  of  which  we  shall  give 
:act  Account  under  the  next  Life. 

le  peculiar  Humour  of  Barton  was  to  appear 
lly  gay  and  cheerful,  though  in  these  sad  Circum- 
es,  as  he  had  ever  done  in  the  most  dissolute 
of  his  foregoing  Life.  In  Consequence  of  which 
h  Notion  he  smiled  on  a  Person's  telling  him 
[ame  was  included  in  the  Dead  Warrant,  and  at 
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lantn*.  that  he  could  not  be  pre\"afled 
-  th^:  A  i vices  of  th':  Ministers,  or  the 

::is  k:!^::  ns.  to  aljjtt':  anMhinj  of  :::a: 
iiL-  !.i.:  on  v.lvrn  h^:  att^-nd^-d  I.>:v:ne  : 
<;i\v  it  f::-,Mrh':d  somo  of  his  I'^-llov.--^ 
wrr^:  at  first  inclirv:c.l  to  apply  th^-inseV. 
th<:ir  Diitif.-s,  but  at  last,  so  fatal  is  evil 
tion  (:\'f:n  in  iIk:  latest  Moments  of 
ludicrous  Carria::;^:  corrupted  the  Rest,  i 
reprovin;;  him  as  they  had  formerly  dr 
sev;med  careful  only  of  imitatiniLj  his  ] 
in  this  disposition  he  continued  evei 
Minute  of  his  Life,  which  ended  at  7 
fourteenth  of  March,  1725,  he  beinc; 
twcnty-lhree  Years  of  Aj^e. 
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|ITH  regard  to  the  Multitude  of  Reasons 
which  ought  to  incline  Men  to  an  honest 
Life,  there  is  one  very  strong  Motive  which 
hitherto  has  not,  I  think,  been  touched  upon 
1,  and  that  is  the  Danger  a  Man  runs  from  being 
vn  to  be  of  ill  Life  and  Fame,  of  having  himself 
sed  from  his  Character  only  of  Crimes,  which  he, 
gh  guildess  of,  in  such  a  Case  might  find  it 
:ult  to  get  his  Innocence  either  proved  or  credited, 
ly  unlucky  Circumstance  should  give  the  least 
ght  to  the  Accusation.  The  Criminal  whose 
exercises  our  present  Care  was  a  Fellow  of  this 
:.  He  was  bom  but  of  mean  Parents,  had  little 
o  Education,  and  when  he  grew  strong  enough 
^bour  would  apply  himself  to  no  Way  of  getting 
Bread  but  by  driving  a  Wheelbarrow  with  Fruit 
It  the  Streets.  This  led  him  to  the  Knowledge 
Vbundance  of  wicked  disorderly  People,  whose 
iners  agreeing  best  with  his  own,  he  spent  most 
lis  Time  in  sotting  with  them  at  their  Haunts, 
n  by  bawling  about  the  Streets  he  had  got  just 
luch  as  would  suffice  to  sot  with.  There  is  no 
bt  but  that  he  now  and  then  shared  with  them, 
iast  in  what  amongst  such  Folks  passes  for  trivial 
*nces,  but  that  he  engaged  in  the  grand  Exploits 
he  Road  did  not  appear  in  any  other  Case  than 
for  which  he  died,  viz,,  taking  four  Table-Cloths, 
It  Napkins,  two  Shifts,  and  other  Things,  from 
ry  CasscL     The  Woman  swore  positively  to  him 


ihv  Ka^^l    llv>iK>  of  I-ife  remaining,  he  h 
I  linuU  who  wA-rr  ca]»ablc.  had  they  been  i 

1  *•  ;\v    .,*.:.   •   i  l\r^!'*n.  or  a  k<-j>ricve.  sho< 

]  •.. . '•  \'..\  !'i    -^../^v  »i|']»tartAl  In  have  h; 

:     :  |K»\\.\v-   -■.   :^:**"^:iv:  ohsiinaitlv  in  d*.-nvlr 

1  lv.;x'  t'^   !^  .;s:  lia"»i  "1  liu-  Kflil»t.T\- which  v 

»  a.;%v^i    !'  ■''  .  *i'^'.   »i^   hv   hiul   made   no   S 

i  iv  sv\\\  .'^•••^  a  M;:hiliulf  «»!"  c»lhLT  Crime 

I     ,  v\C  .•!   I'v*-  i:^;  ".«»'.  ^•x»nu-  Iklicf.  more  esjxrci 

I     I  r^'ti.n,  v;"V»>.Ntv:   I'wt  he  with  two  or  ihr 

t\  \\\"\'  t;*,    Tx-s^'vs  \viu>  commillcd   the  K<. 

f?,    \\*''\i"   \\"^»   ••wATr  a;;ainst  this    Crir 
i  v,-^:  f'v  .;.  *-*v.  w'l  v-^t  vi  iiMt  ihtfc  was  no  A] 

\    \  *.i   a-'A    s  "•s-.rr   Mi'i'vr.  at  Ivast  in  liariou 

•  \;'v»'i  ;'"v%v'r   a  L  rJ'VL- \»!   which  i»lhL-nvi>e 

J  vrwi    :\i\*    \^^\\   av.vi>^v!:   and    ihe    iJch 

\    '  .s..  •';  was   at  i  :•*;  ^»t   >i:eii  a  Nature   that 

\  as\  i^»  vo:vvv  'AA'  w:n.  when  all  ll(»j»es  c»l"  Si 
\  l\»st.  a'?^i   '''.^"  ^^^N  i\:*l   ^»!"  Ackn^^'wlcdi^ment 

hist^o-  ot  h  s  >v  i::r:Kf  !»»r  the  manv  other  e 
he   had  vlwu".  l:x-   sI'.oiiaI    vet  ol»dur:itelv  \ 
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r  of  the  Halter  the  least  dreadful   Part  of  his 
cution. 

he  Day  on  which  the  three  last-mentioned  Per- 
,  together  with  Yates  or  Gates,  alias  Vulean,  a 
'-stealer,  and  Benjamin  yofies,  a  Housebreaker, 
\  to  have  been  Executed,  these  miserable  Persons 
ed  to  themselves  the  most  absurd  Project  of 
erving  their  Lives  that  could  possibly  have 
red  into  the  Heads  of  Men  ;  for,  getting  by  some 
ns  or  other  an  Iron  Croze  into  the  Hole,  they 
iwith  dug  out  a  prodigious  Quantity  of  Rubbish 
some  Stones,  which  it  is  hardly  credible  could 
t  been  removed  with  so  small  Assistance  as  they 
With  these  they  blocked  up  the  Door  of  the 
iemned  Hole  so  effectually  that  there  was  no  pos- 
it>'  of  getting  it  open  by  any  Force  whatsoever 
he  outside.  The  Keepers  endeavoured  to  make 
1  sensible  of  the  Folly  of  their  Undertaking,  in 
»es  they  would  thereby  be  induced  to  prevent  any 
T  upon  them,  which  was  all  that  those  who  had 
Custody  of  them  were  now  capable  of  doing,  to 
T  them  to  Submission.  The  Ordifuiry  also  joined 
issuading  them  from  thus  mispending  the  last 
nents  of  their  Lives,  which  were  through*  the 
cy  of  the  Law  extended  to  them  for  a  better 
>ose,  but  they  were  inexorable,  and  as  they  knew 
•  Surrender  would  bring  them  immediately  to  a 
leful  Death,  so  they  declared  positively  they 
i  determined  to  kill  or  be  killed  in  the  Position 
rhich  they  then  were.  Sir  yeremiah  Murden, 
of  the  Sluriffs  for  the  Time  being,  was  so  good 
)  go  down  upon  this  Occasion  to  Xeicgate.  The 
Sers  having  opened  a  sort  of  Trap-Door  in  the 
m  over  the  Hoh\  from  thence  dischanred  several 


■\:0  Tiie  Life  of 

I'i\li>/\  \'>:i<\ii\  uith  small  Shot  to  no  F'uqxrtt.  Thei 
Crimiwil^.  Ptiriii,:^  to  tin;  farther  Hntl  of  thf;  Rvjm,  I 
r.iiniiiiii'-<l  lIi'Tc  ^aft:  and  out  of  reach,  ihoui^h  Harton  \ 
aui]  }'<ii':i  ri:0;ivi:(l  (Oich  of  them  a  •>li;,''ht  WoiitiJ  in  I 
(  pAvdiii;^  liackwanls.  Sir  j'crcmy  wtnt  hiinsclt  i-j  1 
ill!-.  I'l.LCi:.  and  talked  to  them  for  a  con-i'-ieni":'-;  ! 
.S]>a'":e,  and  one  of  the  ]''r:Ilo\v.s  insistln;^  to  se*:  hi-.  I 
<,"lil  t'h-iin.  that  they  mi'^lit  be  sure  ihe-y  were  ;r-:L:-  \ 
'\w^  with  th-:  Shcrij/i  themselves,  his  Conde>c*:r.^:' i  \ 
M  as  so  ;,f R-at  as  to  put  down  Part  of  it  ihroi:;;]!  'i-r. 
I  I''|i;,  u|i'in  v.hi'ch  they  consulted  lo;^ether.  and  at  !i.-: 
a'^'re-'l  to  s(irrendc;r.  Whereupon  they  Le^^^in  ir;- 
iii'-riialely  to  n.inovir  the-  Stones,  and  as  soon  as  t;:- 
I  )oor  wa-.  at  Lihirty  one  of  the  Keepers  enter-.', 
[ii^t  a-'  he  was  within  it,  Jiinlon  snapped  a  Stal 
7'ii/iirit"  /A'.r  ill  his  i'ace-,  ihi-  Noise  of  which  rcsemb- 
liir.,'  a  /'/./■'/  mad':  him  start  Lack,  upon  which  Barton 
said.  D     ii  yii,  X'lii  wits  tt/iii/i/.     Sir  ^c/vwr.  when 
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merned  toith  me,  but  otte  Capell  and  another  wer^k 
impanioHS  with  me  therein.     Swift  at   the   Tim^ 
his    Execution    was    about    twenty-seven    Year&J 
Age,  or  a  little  over. 

\e  Lives  of  Edwaku  BuRNWoRTir,  alias  FR-^ziERt^ 
William    Blewit,    Thomas    Bekrv,    EmanueiJ 

KJfSON,    WlLLL\M     MaKJORAM.    JoIIN      UlCGSii 

Rubbers,  Footpads,  Housebreakers,  and  Mnr^ 


■  Society  intends  the  Preservation  of  cvery.l 
Man's  Person  and    Property  from  the  In-4 
I  juries  which    might   be    offered  unto    hint# 
'  from  uthtrs,  so  those  wlio  in  Contempt  of.l 
S  go  on  tn  injure  die  one,  and  either  by  Force:! 
I  to  lake  away  tlie  other,  are,  in  the  greatcstf 
Jties  of  Speech,  Enemies  to  Mankind,  and  asl 
:  reasonably  rooted    out   and    destroyed  byi 
Tsermiient  untler  Heaven.     In  some  Parts  c" 
ain  Ouiiati's,  Banditti,  or  whatever  othtf  a 
I  you  please  to  bestow  on  them,  have  ctHfl 
I  to  preserve  themselves  by  Force  from  the. 
nts  which  should  have  been  executed  upoofl 
fustice,  and  finding   Mankind  in  general.^ 
Spirit  of  Self- Preservation  were  become  llieiri 
it,  they  exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost,  in  i 
\  render  their  llodies  su  formidable  as  still  to 
,  ikmx  Ravages  with   Impuuily.  and  \w  w^cw 
against  t\iCTx    ^w-^aEv 
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Attempt  of  this  sort  was  scarce  ever  heard  of 
Jiri(ai7t.  even  in  the  most  eaHy  Times,  when  as 
all  other  Governments,  the  Hands  of  the  Law  want 
Strength  most,  so  that  from  the  Days  of  Roitin  H' 
and  Little  yohn,  to  those  of  the  Criminals  of  wh 
we  are  now  writing,  there  was  never  any  Sclu 
formed  for  an  open  Resistance  of  Justice,  and  cas- 
ing on  a  direct  War  against  the  Lives  and  Proper 
of  Mankind. 

Edward  Burnivorth,  alias  Frazier,  was  the  ex 
ordinary'  Person  who  framed  this  Project  for  brinv 
Rapine  into  Method,  and  bounding  even  the  Prac 
of  Licentiousness  within  some  kind  of  Order, 
may  seem  reasonable  therefore  to  be^n  with  his  I 
preferable  to  the  Rest,  and  in  so  doing,  we  must 
form  our  Readers,  that  his  Father  was  by  Trad 
Painter,  though  so  low  in  his  Circumstances  as  to 
able  to  afford  his  Son  but  a  ver>-  mean  Educat 
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Exercises  as  qualify  a  Man  first  for  the  Koait  aiul 
then  for  the  Ga/lozc's,  The  Mod  who  freciucntcd  this 
Place,  where  one  Frazicr  kept  tlie  Ri^ig,  were  so 
highly  pleased  with  IhiynwortJis  Performances,  that 
they  thought  nothing  could  express  their  Ai)plause 
So  much  as  conferring  on  him  the  Title  of  Voufii^ 
-f^rnzicf.  This  agreeing  with  the  I'^erocity  of  his 
iDisposition,  made  him  so  vain  thereof,  that  ({uitting 
his  own  Name  he  chose  to  go  by  this,  and  accordingly 
M,'as  called  so  by  all  his  Companions. 

JJnnmjort/is^vTmiX  Associates  were  these.  William 
Jilewity  Emanuel  Diekcnson,    Thomas  lierry,  yohn 
JLegee^  William  Marjoram,  yohn  //ij^i^s,  John  11  'il- 
^o^iy  yohn  Mason,  Thomas  Mekins,  II  'illiam  Cfillin<^- 
Aam^  yohn  Barton,  Willium  Swi/l,  and  some  others 
not  material  here  to  mention.     At  first  he  and  his 
Associates  contented  themselves  with  picking  Pockets, 
and  such   other   Exercises   in    the  lowest  Class  of 
Thieving,  in  which,  however,  they  went  on  very  assi- 
duously for  a  considerable  Space,  and  did  more  Mis- 
chief that  Way  than  any  Gang  which  had  been  before 
them   for  twenty  Years.     They  rose   aftewards   to 
Exploits  of  a  more  hazardous  Nature,  viz.,  snatching 
Wofncpis  Pockets,  Swords,  Hats,  &c.     The    usual 
Places  for  their  carrying  on  such  infamous  Practices, 
being  about  the  Royal Iixchajige, Cheaps ide,  St.  Pauls 
Churchyard,  Fleet  Street,  the  Strand,  and   Charinjr 
Cross.     But  here  they  stuck  a  good  while,  nor  is  it 
probable  they  would  ever  have  risen  higher  if  Jiurn- 
worth  their   Captain  had  not  been  detected  in  an 
Affair  of  this   Kind,  and  committed  thereupon    to 
Bridewell,  from  whence,  on  some  Apprehension  of 
the  Keepers,  he  was  removed  to  Neio  Prison,  where 
he  had  not  continued  long  before  he  projected  an 
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Ivsrajy:,  which  he  afterwards  put  in  Exear 
I>iirin;i  this  Imjtrisfjnment.  irestcaid  of  refl«tin, 
the  Sorrows  which  his  (;vil  Course  of  Life 
liroii^^hl  iip'iri  him,  he  meditated  only  how  to  en: 
hi'.  f,oin|.;itiifjns  in  Attempts  of  a  hig^her  N; 
than  ili'-y  had  hitherto  U:en  concerned  \x\.  ar,'i 
siflcriii^'  how  lar^e  a  Circle:  he  had  of  wicked  .' 
tr.iU-.,  he  li^^'an  to  entertjiin  Notions  of  puttin;,'  i 
in  Mich  a  l'r)>ture  as  mi;^lit  prevent  their  fallin:;  e 
into  tile  Hands  of  Justice,  which  many  of  i 
within  a  Month  or  two  last  past  had  done,  thoui 
thi-y  wen:  sent  tiiithr;ron  trivial  (Jffences  they  qu 
^i>\  <liv;har;,'e(I  a^^aln, 

I'lill  of  such  Projects,  and  having  once  mor 
j;arn(rd  his  l''re<(lom,  he  took  much  Pains  to  fim 
iSitrtoH,  Marjoram,  }>crry,  lileuit,  and  DickcuSL 
whose  Company  hi:  reinainc:d  continually,  never 
tiirinj;  :tl.niad  in  th<:  iJaytinic  unless  with  his  .- 
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^s^K'c\n'//t\'  c:n-  A/:vs  ii:^\7v  /     If  \on  do  \'o:t  ixrc  n:ncl: 
'9$iiStakciL  o:tt   that  1  may  he   some    '/'ut/c^'  0/    vour 
Taliut  that  11 'aw  I  must  hear  \ou  eurse  a  little  on  a 
X'cry  partieular  Oeeasiou ;  upon  which  fiUiiiij  ii  larm* 
Glass  of  lh'and\\  and  puttini^  a  little  Cuupoicder  into 
it,  he  clapped  it  into  the  bellow's  Handstand  then 
presentinij  his   Pistol   to  his   Hreast,  oMij^fd  him  to 
wish  most  horrid  Mischiefs  upon  himself  if  ever  he 
attempted  to  follow  him  or  his  Companions  any  more. 
No  sooner  had  he  done  this,  but  Frazier  knockini»' 
him  down,  quitted  the  Room,  and  went  to  acquaint 
his  Companions  with  his  notable  .Adventure,  which 
as  it  undoubtedly  frij^htened  the  new  Thief-taker,  so 
it    highly   exhalted   his    Reputation    for   undauntetl 
Braver)-  amonj^t  the  rest  of  the  Cianvj.     This  was 
not  only ajjreeable  to  Ihirusicortli s\ \\\\\\.\\  but  useful 
also  to  his  Desis^n,  which  was  to  advance  himself  to 
a  Sort  of  absolute  Authority  amoui^st  them,  from 
whence  he  miijht  be  capable  of  makinj^j  them  sub- 
ser\'ient  to  him  in  such  Enterprises  as  he  tlesiijned. 
His  Associates  were  not  cunninj^  enoujjh  to  pene- 
trate his  \'iews,  but  without  knowins/  it  suffered  them 
to   take   Effect,  so  that  instead  of  robbin^r  as  the\' 
used  to  do  as  Accident  directei^l  them,  or  thev  received 
Intelliijence  of  any  Hcx^ty,  they  now  submitted  them- 
selves to  his  Guidance,  and  did  nothing  but  as  he 
directed  or  commanded  them.      The  Mornini^  beUu*e 
the  Murder  of  Thomas  Ball,  Jhirnioorth  and  Barton, 
whom  we  have  before-mentioned,  pitched  upon  the 
House  of  an  old  yustiee  of  the  Peaee  in  ClerkeuwelL 
to  whom  they  had  a  particular  Piiiue  for  having  for- 
merly committed  Burnicorth,  and  proposed  it  to  their 
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<  ',!!.\.h::'.',r:^  to  Kr'ra'ri  it  or,':n  that  Nii^'ht.  orradiwj 
I;;"  n'-,a  M'.rriir;:.  It '.va.^  aVx>ut  <')ne  nf  the  Clock  f 
-.■,;, Ml  t!i':y  jjiit  i;;':;r  D'.-syn  into  Execution,  sue-] 
f-  .fiili\  'Jirryin;;  oft"  .iorr.e  Thin:^  of  real  \"alue  and  • 
;i  «'ni  ,i-i'-r;iij<:  I'arccl  of  what  they  took  to  be  Silver  [ 
l*i;ii<r.  With  this  they  went  into  the  Fields  al<'ve  ) 
I  liiiyO-n,  an'l  fmm  thence  to  Copcnha:;;tH  Hcntit  | 
vdi'-n:  th'-y  sjj'mt  the  j,T<:2test  Part  of  the  Day.  Ctt  | 
lli'ir  |t;iriin;^  the  iWjty.  Burn'Li'orth  perceived  what 
lli'-y  had  t;iken  for  Silver  was  nothing  more  than  «  I 
;'ili  Mffal,  at  which  he  in  a  K;u;;e  would  have  thrr.-nni  \ 
ii  away,  /lurlun  op[»f»sed  it.  and  said,  t/icv  should  v  v 
.il'l.-  to  '■lit  it  for  aomcthifig.  to  which  Burmccrik  \ 
n-jilicil.  that  it  was  ^ood  for  nothing  but  to  disK^jff  j 
///■  w/,  itmi  ihtrf/inr  it  should  not  be  preseti-ed  at  ar,)  ; 
K'tti:  I'jjon  this  they  diftered.  and  while  they  were 
d-lMliiiL;  rainr  Jilr.cit,  Berry.  Dickenson.  Higgs.  Wil- 
■"/f.  /.'.;■"■.  and  J/(»7'(>/-<7;«.  who  joined  the  Compar.y. 
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ng,  and  Whoring.     While  they  were  thus  (as 
yench  say)  murdering  of  Time,  a  Comrade  of 
came  up  puffing  and  blowing  as  if  ready  to 
his  Heart    As  soon  as  he  reached  them,  Lads 
he),  beware  of  Ofu  thing,  the  Constables  hai^e 
^11  about  Chick  Lane  m  search  of  Folk  of  our 
sston,  and  if  ye  venture  to  tJu  House  where  we 
'o  have  met  to-night,  it  is  Ten  to  One  but  we  are 
ten.     This  Intelligence  occasioned  a  deep  Con- 
ion  amongst  them,  what  Method  they  had  best 
n  order  to  avoid  the  Danger  which  threatened 
so  nearly.     Burfiworth  took  this  Occasion  to 
t  them  to  keep  together,  telling  them,  as  they 
armed  with  three  or  four  Pistols  a  Piece,  and 
Daggers  under  their  Clothes,  a  small  Force 
I  not  venture  to  attack  them.     This  was  ap- 
d  by  all  the  Rest,  and  when  they  had  passed 
fternoon  in  this  Manner,  and  had  made  a  solemn 
to  stand  by  one  another  in  Case  of  Danger, 
resolved  as    Night  grew  on  to  draw  towards 
L     Barton  at  the  Beginning  of  these  Consulta- 
quitted   them  and  returned   home.     As  they 
through  Tunnill  Street,  they  accidentally  met 
deeper  of  Neio  Prison,  from  whom  Bur  moor  th 
scaped  about  six  Weeks  before.     He  desired 
xrd  to  step  across  the  Way  to  him,  adding,  that 
V  he  had  no  Artns,  and  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
n  any  Prejudice.    Bumworth  replied  that  he  was 
\iy  in  Pear  of  him,  nor  a/>/>rehensizr  of  any 
y  he  zcujs  able  to  do  him,  and  so  concealing  a 
I  in  his  Hand  he  stepped  over  to  him,  his  Com- 
ns   waiting  for  him    in    the  Street.     But   the 
libours  having  some  Suspicion  of  tliem,  and  of 
Methods  they  followed  to  get  Money  began  to 


m«'ikin;;  any  Altompt,  turned  several  times; 
s(!ntr-(l  thf:ir   Pistols  in  their  Faces,  sweari 

I    f  I  would  Miirrlr:r  thr-  first  Man  who  came  n^aj 

j     ,;  for  tlicin  U)  toiKih  him,  and  t!i':  I'f.ny.r:  },^:[r.^ 

;     '\\  to  set:  such  ;i  <  ian;^^  of  r»lKhirat^-  \'illa:ns  «i:-: 

,  thf-y  (ln:w  nr-ar  thr   I'idfis,  and  left  th^jm  a: 

to  j^^o  whith<T  ihry  wrMild. 
/  As  soon  as  ihrryliafl  dispf:rsf:d  thdr  Pi.ir:>L 

<  rntcffd    into  a  fn:sh  Crmsultation   In  what 

I .  lh«:y  slioiild  rlis[;Osr;  of  lhemsf:l\Y:S.    Ihirnuof 

'  ■  what  '!V'Ty  on';  [;roiiosf!d.  and  said  at  last 

it     •  l/ioui^/tl  the  Itr^l  //linj^  they  could  do  uas  to  ti 

\    I  as  iinuh  Privacy  as  thry  could  llic  r.tlur  (j, 

i    !  the  Toun,  aud  /;^o  directly  to  the  llattr-sidU 

»    I  approved  his  Proposal,  anrl  accordini^jly  i^^ctti 

■  i  tf>    litackfriars,    crossed    directly    into    So\ 

'I'he-y  went  afterwards   to  the  ^Illsic-house, 
not  stay  there,  retirincf  at  last  into  .SV.  Geor^i 
where  their  last  Counsel  was  held  to  settle 
rations  of  the   NijLjht.     There  Iluruzjorth 
himself  in   his  proper  Colours,  informinc,^  tl 
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able  in  searchinjj  out  all  their  Haunts,  that  he  1 
i»t  get  a  good  Penny  to  himself  by  apprehending 
n.     He  added,  that  but  a  few  Nights  ago,  he  him-  | 
narrowly  missed    being   caught    by  him,  being 
»ed  to  clap  a  Pistol  to  his  Face,  and  threatened 
loot  him  dead  if  he  offered  to  lay  his  Hand  on 

Therefore,  continued  Dumwoyth,  the  surest 
r-for  us  to  procure  Safety  is  to  go  to  this  Rogue's 
ise,  and  shoot  him  dead  upon  the  Spot  His 
th  will  not  only  secure  us  from  all  Fears  of  his 
ichery,  but  it  will  likewise  so  terrify  others  that  1 
)dy  will  take  up  the  Trade  of  Thief -Catching  in 
e;  and  if  it  were  not  for  such  People  who  are  ' 
tainted  with  us  and  our  Houses  of  resort,  there 
Id  hardly  one  of  our  Profession  in  a  Hundred 
the  inside  of  Newgaie. 

itmworth  had  scarce  made  an  End  of  his  bloody 
X>sal  before  they  all  testified  their  Assent  to  it 
.  great  ALncrity,  Higgs  only  excepted,  who  seem- 
to  disapprove  thereof,  it  put  the  Rest  into  such  a 
lion  that  they  upbraided  him  in  the  most  oppro- 
s  Terms,  with  being  a  Coward  and  a  Scoundrel, 
orthy  of  being  any  longer  the  Companion  of  such 
e  Fellows  as  themselves.     When  Frazier  had 
IB  them  all  to  stick  fast  by  one  another,  he  put  I 
(clf  at  their  Head,  and  away  they  went  direcdy  I 
Ut  their  designed  Assassination  into  Execution.  [ 
)p   retreated    under  the    Favour  of  the   Night.  I 
g  apprehensive  of  himself  when    their   Hands 
S  in.  since  he  was  not  quite  so  wicked  as  the 
It,  he  might  share  the  Fate  of  Ball  upon  the  first 
iltc  to  him  that  t<ii>k  them.     /inrmvoriA  and  his 
f  when  they  came  to  Ball's  House  au«.\  xwc^^xtci. 

'Vife  for  him,  they  were  informeA  \.\\aX\vf«^a 


I  • 


take  him.  and  how  ungenerous  it  was  for  h 
to  betray  his  old  Friends  and  Acquainta 

ri:  :  r'-h-riir:.'  z'r.r'.r  rr.'.^':r.:r\'--us  Intrntions, 

#■  •^—  ,  •  »        •  «  -—  >      «  -        ^m  ^  m  •^,.      *  l"        *  t—       ■      p^^  ^_.  V 

--■  ■•  •  "•  ^T 

r^:  /■;/ 7-;;:.  ■■;-;.:  \x::::  in  <.'a::":   rr:Oii'::'J.  /!t' 

f\:r:   ir.l  ir.^ir-':^:--' r.  irr.m-Liiatcly  <hot  hiir. 

tr.-^  ;:-r.'^  :h':\"  a!!  w^-r.i  out  ot  D<>jrs  a^'a: 
!     f  thr:   Nr::/r/:.'-'Urh''»«"'d   rii^'ht   suppose  the 

ri-^ti"^'.  t-'  havr:  'hrcn  'i'-nt:  without  ary  :I] 
I    t  ari'i  '''T.'i\  to  iJ:<':hir^>r  tli'.-  sa.T.r:.  Ijicijii  n: 

*    '  in  t:>:  >:r're:  '.'V-:r  the  Tops  of  the   H-:: 

a!   j-.i.  tiuj  z^CTi  ^-.  /  sift  :k:?  Tjz^u.  .?/:.//> 

to  u:^-t  a>  far  a->  th^  I  >•  •«'»r.  l-iit  in  vain,  for  ] 
immediatelv.  arid  died  in  a  u_-\v  Mini-tes  ai 
Havin;/  thus  ex'-rcut'-.-d  thiir  l'arrjar«:.js  L' 
went  down  fpim  Hjirs  H'l'iis^r  directly  t* 
FauUon,  intendimr  tij  cro^s  the  Water  I 
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Comrade  Higgs,  because  he  had  deserted  diem  in 
their  late  Expedition ;  which  it  is  believed  in  the 
Humour /?«r«i</(irM  was  then  in  he  would  have  done 
had  not  Marjoram  interposed,  and  pleaded  for  the 
sparing  his  Life.  From  the  Faukon  Stairs  they 
crossed  the  Water  to  Pig  Stairs  ;  and  there  consult- 
ing how  to  spend  the  Evening,  they  resolved  to  go 
to  the  Boars  Head  Tavern  in  SmiihJieM,  as  not  being 
there  known,  and  being  at  a  Distance  from  the  Water- 
side, in  case  any  Pursuit  should  be  made  after  ihem 
on  account  of  the  Murder  by  them  committed.  At 
dlis  Place  they  continued  until  near  Ten  of  the 
Clock,  when  they  separated  themselves  into  Parties 
^k  that  Night,  I'lC.,  one  Party  towards  the  Royal 
^Kehange,  the  second  to  St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  and 
^H  third  for  Temple  Bar,  in  pursuit  of  their  old 
^KkIc  of  Diving.  This  Murder  made  them  more 
^Htious  of  appearing  in  Public ;  and  Bletoit,  Berry, 
^B.  £>t£jSfeHsoft,  soon  after  set  out  for  IJanuieh,  and 
Hpt  over  in  a  Packet-boat  from  thence  for  Halveot- 

^^^i^s  also  being  daily  in  fear  of  a  Discovery, 
^Bbped  himself  on  Board  the  Monmouth  Man-of- 
^B  at  Spithead,  where  he  thought  himself  safe,  and 
Hnn  to  be  a  titde  at  Ease.  But  Justice  quickly 
^Ertook  him,  when  he  thought  himself  safest  from 
^^miow  ;  for  his  Brother  who  lived  in  Town  having 
^Bte  a  Letter  to  him.  and  given  it  to  a  Ship's  Mate 
^Btes  to  carr>'  to  him  at  Spithead,  this  Man  accidcn- 
^Hr  fell  into  Company  with  one  Artliur,  a  Wateh- 
^Bv,  belonging  to  Si.  .Sepulchre's  Parish,  and  pulling 
^B  Letter  by  Chance  out  of  liis  Pocket,  llie  il'atcK- 
^Bll  saw  the  Direction,  and  recoWectcOi  xVax  Htgg; 
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Word  to  Mr.  Dela/ay.  Under-Secretary  of  State, and 
being  examined  as  to  tlie  Circumstances  erf  the 
Thing,  proper  persons  were  immediately  dispaldied 
to  Spiihead,  who  seized  and  brought  him  up  in  Cus- 
tody. Wilson,  another  of  the  Confederates,  witlidrcw 
about  tlie  same  Time,  and  had  so  much  Cunning  aS 
to  preserve. himself  from  being  heard  of  for  a  coo- 
siderable  Time. 

Biirmuorth  in  the  meanwhile,  with  some  Com- 
lanions  of  his,  continued  to  carry  on  their  rapacious 
Plunderings  in  almost  all  Parts  of  the  Town.  andiB 
dhey  kept  pretty  well  united,  and  were  resolute  Fei-; 
lows,  Uiey  did  a  vast  deal  of  Mischief,  and  j'et  werti 
too  strong  to  be  apprehended.  Amongst  the  restofj 
their  Franks  they  were  so  audacious  as  to  stop  the 
Chair  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Hat- 
bormigk  in  Piccadilly,  but  the  Chairtm'tt  havJng 
Courage  enough  to  draw  their  Poles  and  knock  on* 
of  the  Robbers  down,  the  Earl  at  the  same  TiiM 
coming  out  of  the  Chair,  and  putting  himself 
his  Defence,  they  after  a  smart  Disjiute,  in  whici 
liurnioorth  shot  one  of  the  ChairtHat  in  the  Shoulder.' 
and  thereby  prevented  any  Pursuit,  they  rai-scd 
wounded  Companion  and  withdrew  in  great  Confusio* 
About  this  Time  their  Robberies  and  Villanics' 
made  so  much  Noise  as  to  deser\'e  the  Ni 
Government,  a  Proclamation  was  puhlisf 
apprehending  Burmvorth,  Blcxvit,  &c.,  it  bi 
supposed  that  none  but  those  who  were 
these  Outrages,  could  be  the  Persons  com 
llie  cruel  Murder  of  Ball  A  Gendemao, 
Accident  had  bought  one  of  these  Papers, 
an  Alehouse  al  W /tilccross  Siireet,  and 
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ipon,  and  the  Impossibility  of  the  Persons  concerned 
making  their  Escape,  and  the  Likelihood  there  was 
that  they  would  immediately  impeach  one  another, 
Marjoram,  one  of  the  Gang,  was  there,  though  known 
to  nobody  in  the  Room.  He,  weighing  the  Thing 
with  himself,  retired  immediately  from  the  House 
into  the  Fields,  where  loitering  about  till  Evening 
came  on,  he  then  stole  with  the  utmost  caution  into 
Smithfieldy  and  going  to  a  Constable  there  surrendered 
himself  as  an  Accomplice  in  the  Murder  of  Thomas 
Ball,  desiring  to  be  carried  before  the  Lord  Mayor, 
that  he  might  regularly  put  himself  in  a  Way  of  ob- 
taining a  Pardon,  and  the  Reward  promised  by  the 
Proclamation.  That  Night  he  was  confined  in  the 
Wood  Street  Compter,  his  Lordship  not  being  at 
Leisure  to  examine  him.  The  next  Day  as  he  was 
going  to  his  Examination,  the  Noise  of  his  Surrender 
being  already  spread  all  over  the  Town,  many  of  his 
Companions  changed  their  Lodgings  and  provided 
for  their  Safety.  But  Barton  thought  of  another 
Method  of  securing  himself  from  Alajoranis  Im- 
peachment, and  therefore  planting  himself  in  the 
Way,  as  Majoram  was  being  carried  to  Goldsmith's 
Hall,  he  popped  out  upon  him  at  once,  though  the 
Constable  had  him  by  the  Arm,  and  presenting  a 
Pistol  to  him,  said,  D — ;/  ye,  Fll  kill  you  ;  Majoram 
at  the  Sound  of  his  Voice  ducked  his  Head,  and  he 
immediately  firing,  the  Ball  grazed  only  on  his  Back, 
without  doing  him  any  Hurt.  The  Surprise  with 
which  they  were  all  struck  upon  this  Occasion  who 
were  assisting  the  Constable  in  the  Execution  of  his 
Office,  gave  an  Opportunity  to  Barton  to  retire,  after 
his  committing  such  an  Insult  on  public  Justice  as 
perhaps  was  never  heard  of.     However,  Marjoram 
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proceeded  to  his  Examination,  and  made  a  ven*  ful 

Discovery  of  all  the  Transactions  in  which  he  hac 

been  concerned,  Legee  being  taken  that  Nijjht  by  hi! 

Directions  in  IV/iUecross  Street,  and  after  Examin* 

tion  committed   to  Nezvgale.     Burnxvorth  was  rwn 

perfectly  deprived  of  his  old   Associates.     Yei  b( 

went  on  at  his  old  Rate,  even  by  himself;  fora  feW 

Nights  after  he  broke  open  the  Shop  and  House  ol 

M  r.  liccscly,  a  great  Dhtiiltr  near  Cinre  Market,  and 

took  away  from  thence  Notes  to  a  very  jjrcat  VaUic; 

Iwith  a  Quantity  of  Plate,  which  mistaking  for  wbW 

^letal  he  threw  away.     One  Benjamin  jforus  pkfcin 

Bt  up,  and  was  thereupon  hanged,  being  one  of  the 

nMumber  under  Sentence,  when  the  condemned  Hold 

Bras  shut  up.  and  the  Criminals  refused  to  submilMij 

^flic  Keepers,     liurmvorth  was  particularly  desrnTjcdj 

in  the  Proclamation,  and  three  hundred  Pounds  offenJj 

to  any   one  who  would    a])prchend    him.      Yet  **J 

audacious  was  he  to  come  directly  to  a  lloieeiil 

^Holborn,  where  he  was  known,  and  laying  a  Piswl 

pdown  loaded  on  the  Table,  called  for  a  Pint  of  Bctcfl 

r  which  he  drank  and   paid  for.  defying  anyh«!y  Iw 

touch  him,  though  they  knew  him  to  be  the  Pc(9H 

mentioned  In  the  Proclamation.    1 1  would  be  ncwflelH 

lo  particularise  any  other   Bravados  of  his,  VMH 

were  so  numerous,  that  it  gave  no  little  Unf^^^H 

to  the  Magistrates,  who  perceived  the  evil^  ^^^| 

nuences  tliat  would   How  from  such  things  ^^^^| 

Lsnould  become  frequent.     Thej-   therefore  d^^H 

■their  Diligence  in  endeavouring  to  apprdioid^^H 

kret  all  tlieir  Attempts  were  to  litde  Purpase,a^^H 

nossible  he  might  have  gone  on  much  ]o))g|C^^^| 

Bad  not  been  \iei.Ta.'^*«.d,  ihe  natural  Consdti^^^H 
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It  happened  at  this  Time  that  one  Christopher 
\eonard  was  in  Prison  for  some  such  Feats  as  Burn- 
wrth  had  been  Guilty  of,  who  Lodged  at  the  same 
ime  with  the  Wife  and  Sister  of  this  Fellow.  Kit 
^^eonard  knowing  in  what  State  he  himself  was,  and 
upposing  nothing  could  effectually  recommend  to 
lim  the  Mercy  and  Favour  of  the  Government,  as 
he  procuring  Frazier  to  be  apprehended,  who  had 
o  long  defied  all  the  Measures  they  had  taken  for 
hat  Purpose,  he  accordingly  made  the  Proposal  by 
lis  Wife  to  Persons  in  Authority,  and  the  Project 
»eing  approved,  they  appointed  a  sufficient  Force  to 
Vssist  in  seizing  him.  They  were  placed  at  an  ad- 
Dining  Ale-house,  where  Kate,  the  Wife  of  Kitt 
Leonard,  was  to  give  them  the  Signal.  About  six  of 
lie  Clock  in  the  Evening  on  Shrove  Tuesday,  Kate 
\eonard  and  her  Sister,  and  Burnworth  being  all 
3gether  (it  not  being  late  enough  for  him  to  go  out 
pon  his  nightly  Enterprises),  Kate  Leo^iard proposed 
3  fry  some  Pafuakes  for  Supper,  which  the  other 
ivo  approved  of.  Accordingly  her  Sister  set  about 
lem.  Burnworth  had  put  off  hi^  Surtout  Coat,  in 
le  Pocket  and  Lining  whereof  he  had  several  Pis- 
>ls.  There  was  a  little  back  Door  to  the  House, 
'hich  Burnworth  usually  kept  upon  the  Latch,  only 
\  Order  to  make  his  Escape,  if  he  should  be  sur- 
rised  or  discovered  to  be  in  that  House.  This 
)oor  Kaie,  unperceived  by  Burnworth  fastened,  and 
hilst  her  Sister  was  frj'ing  the  Pancakes,  Kate  went 
)  the  Ale- house  for  a  Pot  of  Drink,  when  having 
iven  the  Men  who  were  there  waiting  the  Signal, 
le  returned,  and  entering  the  House,  pretended  to 
<dc  the  Door  after  her,  but  designedly  missed  the 
taple.     The  Door  being  thus  upon  the  Jar  only,  as 


riirn  on"  f>r  them   t\f:r\   them,  wliilst  ani^clit 
rimir!;irc-  him.  Urrel  a  PUd'/i  over  his  Head. 
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11  until  thf:  j^i^iti-^/:^  of  th<':  P':;iC^:  p'..-.r..-;d  aG^a 

aPx'/.Jts.  in  or^'i-'ir  to  .v:ci:r^:  \j'.r  ir-'jrr.  ry::r.  v-  ki 
it  fjossi'oiif:  to  s':iz^:  thos';  wh  j  .-.hojld  A:: 
atV:r  whioh  th^:y  hoard  no  mor^:  ot*  these 
AttacIcA.  In  X€u;^'iU  th'ry  conf.ned  Bum. 
the  condemn^rd  //'.-/i.  and  took  what  other  r 
ution.s  they  tho;:j;ht  ^jTO^jfir.  in  order  t 
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'^^ere  two  Things  which  more  immediately  contri- 
tited  to  the  defeating  their  Design  ;  the  one  was, 
lat  though  Five  of  them  were  to  die  the  next  Day, 
^t  four  of  them  were  so  drunk  diat  they  were  not 
ble  to  work,  and  they  were  so  Negligent  in  pro- 
viding Candles,  that  in  t\vo  Hours  after  they  were 
xked  up  they  were  forced  to  lie  by  for  want  of 
^ight  As  we  have  already  related  the  Particulars 
tf  this  Storj',  we  shall  not  take  up  our  Reader  s 
rime  in  mentioning  them  again,  but  go  on  with  the 
Jtory  of  Burnworihy  and  inform  them  that  the 
keepers  upon  Suspicion  of  his  being  the  Projector 
►f  that  Enterprise  removed  him  into  the  Bilboa 
^aam,  and  there  loaded  him  with  Irons,  leaving  him 
)y  himself  to  lament  the  Miseries  of  his  mispent 
Jfe  in  the  Solitude  of  his  wTetched  Confinement 
ifet  nothing  could  break  the  wicked  Stubborness  of 
lis  Temper,  which  as  it  had  led  him  to  those  Prac- 
ices,  jusdy  punished  with  so  strait  a  Confinement,  so 
low  it  urged  him  continually  to  force  his  Way  through 
dl  Opposition,  and  thereby  regain  his  Liberty,  in 
)rder  to  practice  more  V^illanies  of  the  same  Sort 
vith  those  in  which  he  had  hitherto  spent  his  Time. 
!t  is  impossible  to  say  how,  but  by  some  Method  or 
^ther  he  had  procured  Saws,  Files,  and  other  Instru- 
nents  for  this  Purpose,  With  these  he  first  released 
limsdf  from  his  Irons,  then  broke  through  the  Wall 
rf  the  Room  in  which  he  was  lodged,  and  thereby 
(Ot  into  the  Women's  Apartment  the  Window  of 
rhich  was  fortified  with  three  Iron  Bars.  Upon  these 
le  went  immediately  to  work,  and  forced  one  of  them 
n  a  little  Time.  While  he  was  filing  the  next  one 
rf"  the  Women  to  ingratiate  herself  with  tlie  Keepers, 
rave  Notice,  whereupon  they  came  immediately  and 
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dragged  him  back  to  the  condemned  HoU,  and 
stapled  him  down  to  the  Ground 

The  Course  of  our  Memoirs  leads  us  now  t 
something  of  the  Rest  of  his  Companions,  whc 
very  short  Space  came  most  of  them  to  be  coll 
to  share  that  Punishment  which  the  Law  ha 
justly  appointed  for  their  Crimes.  We  will 
then  with  William  lUevjit,  who  next  to  Fraziet 
the  chief  Person  in  the  Gang.  He  was  one  c 
Giles's  Hreed,  his  Father  a  Porter,  and  his  M 
at  the  Time  of  his  Execution  selling  Greens  i: 
same  Parish.  They  were  both  of  them  unat 
procure  wherewith  either  to  give  their  Son  E 
tion,  or  otherwise  provide  for  him,  which  occas 
his  being  put  out  by  the  Parish  to  a  Perfun 
Glox'cs ;  but  his  Temper  from  his  Childhood  inc 
him  to  wicked  Practices,  he  soon  got  himself  \ 
Gang  of  young  Pickpockets,  with  whom  he  pra 
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-OSS  of  his  Ship,  which  othenvise  in  all  Probability 
rxHild  have  been  effected  by  the  Ctvispirators,  In 
Return  for  this  Service  Blezcit  obtained  his  P'^reedom, 
rhich  did  not  serve  him  for  any  better  Puqx)se  than 
o  return  to  London  as  soon  as  he  was  able.  W^hether 
le  went  again  upon  hrs  old  Practices  before  he  was 
4)prehended  we  cannot  determine,  but  before  he  had 
aondnued  two  months  in  Town  somebody  seized  him, 
ind  committed  him  to  Xacgate.  At  the  next  Ses- 
aons  he  was  tried  for  returning  from  Transix>rtation 
ind  convicted,  but  pleading  when  he  received  Sen- 
ence  of  Death,  the  Ser\'ice  he  had  done  in  prevent- 
ng  the  Attempt  of  the  other  Malefactors,  Kxecu- 
ion  was  respited  until  the  Return  of  the  Captain, 
ind  on  his  Report  the  Sentence  was  changed  into  a 
lew  Transportation,  and  leave  given  him  also  to  go 
o  what  Foreign  Port  he  would.  But  he  no  soi.>ner 
Trained  his  Libert)-  than  he  put  it  to  the  same  Use 
IS  before,  and  took  up  the  Trade  of  snatching  Hats, 
kVigs,  &c.,  until  he  got  into  Acquaintance  with 
BurnTvorth  and  his  Gang,  who  taught  him  other 
Methods  of  robbing  than  he  had  hitherto  practised. 
Like  most  of  the  unhappy  People  of  this  Sort,  he 
lad  to  his  other  Crimes  added  the  Marriage  of  several 
rt'ives,  of  which  the  first  was  reputed  a  ver\'  honest 
md  modest  Woman,  and  it  seems  had  so  great  a 
Love  for  him,  notwithstanding  the  Wickedness  of  his 
behaviour,  that  upon  her  visiting  him  at  AVa^;v^A^ 
he  Day  before  they  set  out  for  KiPigston,  she  was 
oppressed  with  so  violent  a  Grief  as  to  fall  down 
lead  in  the  Lod^e,  Another  of  his  Wives  married 
^mannci  Dickenson,  and  sur\-ived  them  bodi. 

His   meeting  Bunnvorth   tlie    Afternoon   before 
3alCs  Murder  was  Accidental,  but  the  Savageness 


*    I 


alter  tneir  .-Amvai  tnere,  lest  an  zippucatioi 
be  made  from  the  Gavemmemt  at  Home;  t 
were  constantly  perusing  the  English  -AVswj 

21  th*::)'  cam^:  ov'^rr  to  the   Cojjtc-honi^s  in   /? 

that  they  :ni;,^^t  ;;;ain  Inteiiigence  of  what  .- 
nunts.  Rcz^ards,  or  other  Methods  had  be^n 

II  apprehend  the  Persons  concerned  in  Ba/fs 

11  resolving  on  the  first  News  of  a  Proclan 

other  Interposition  of  the  State  on  that  < 
immediately  to  quit  the  Dominiofu  of  the  . 
But  as  BurnzL'orlh  had  been  betraved  bv 
Persons  from  whom  he  could  reasonably  hop 
ance.  Higj^s  seized  on  board  a  Ship  where  h 
himself  secure  from  all  Searches,  so  Bicz^-: 
Associates.  thou;:^^h  thev  dailv  endeavoured  to 
themselves  with  the  Transactions  at  Loftdy^r 
to  them,  fell  also  into  the  Hands  of  Just: 
they  least  expected  it  So  equal  are  the  D 
.  .  Providence,  and  so  inevitaV>le  the  Strokes  o 

:  :  Ven'^eance. 

*  The  Proclamation  for  apprehending  them 

ft.  1   f.r.w\€-^    fry.    *\\t^      \\'\*\f\tr     rtA      \l«»        ^•••^M       f-n^      M^m^mi 


ruth  there-.i:.  of  vhi-zr  b^  wa?.  n:  >:u-»n'jr  s;.::sr«o:: 
he  prcicured  ar.  '  rdtr  :-')r:  rrif:  >u^:;*s  •.%t'-^::'-i/ 


•^     T 


uTue  Oi  iru>  L.»rj*!r  rni   ^.tssvp^'c:-   v  :     ..  v 


louse.  vh:ih*r  rh^-.-  hii«  rie-jr.  :'::r-jcr-jd.      l'^;:l  ^i^ 

:ere  i:«.ine  on  ri'-iird  k  Sh::i.  not  caring  to  '.'CiTijr.n 

'  as  scK"»n  as  thty  haii:  I2ikvn  him  to  the  ^^cc^nc 
Prison  in  KfUn-dam.  and  thc-n  wont  to  iho 
\  where  the  Ship  on  board  which  his  L  oiv-ivmiooN 
not  beini:  cleart-d  c»ui,  the  y  suri-^rised  thcn-i  aUo. 
havinij  handcutffd  them  st-nt  thorn  imdor  *^ 
C  Guard  to  A*i»//rr«ii7w.  where  thov  wore  put  m 
ame  P'kce-aith  their  old  Assiviatc  A/W.  <v.  W  ^^ 
now  ihc.rcfc»re  take  an  Opix»itiinit\  ot  speak ia,u 
ich  of  them,  and  acquainiinj;  the  RoAdoi-v  wuli 
•  Steps  bv  which  thcv  arose  to  that  imiwiaKll.-,! 
I  of  Wickedness,  which  nnideied  lh»M«  alike  the 
der  and   Detesution  of  all  the  M^btn-  Tan   ol 

kind. 

NjitucI Dukcuscn  was  the  Son  o\  a  \«ma  \N.>rth\ 
:>n.  whose  Memon-  I  shall  be  vetx  .ar.  tul  ol 
inv;  upon  this  Occasion.  The  /.f./'was  .\.i 
and  unjjovemable  in  his  TenipiM-.  an,l  b.m...  1.  ti 
ild  at  his  bathers  IValh.  hiMAM>ll  h.s  Ur.<th. . 
several  Sisters,  thrown  all  np.m  \\w   WmsA-^  ••« 

Mother,  who  was  utterly  nnabl<-  to  Mipp^mh.  n» 
ose  Extravaijancies  to  xxhi^h  the\  ^^-^'   m.  .....! 

,■  unfortunately  addicted  ih.  nr,.  K.  •;  |.>  •'<•  I"  » 'I 
^es.  therefore.' as  to  ih.m  Mem.. I  hl^.U  loj.... 

such  a  Supply  of  Mon«y  *»•  "''k'*'  •»^»''''  • 
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to  take  such  licentious  Pleasures  as  were  sutta 
their  vicious  Inclinations.  The  natural  Conseq 
of  this  was  that  they  all  fell  into  Misfortune, 
cially  Emanuel,  who  having  addicted  himself  to 
ing  of  Pockets,  and  such  kind  of  petty  Facts 
considerable  Space,  at  last  attempted  to  sn: 
Gendeman's  Hat  off  in  the  Strand.  He  was 
with  it  in  his  Hand,  and  committed  to  Neivgai 
at  the  next  Sessions  convicted  and  ordered  for ' 
portation ;  but  his  Mother  applying  at  Court 
Pardon,  and  setting  forth  the  Merit  of  his  F 
procured  his  Discharge.  The  only  Use  he  m 
this  was  to  associate  himself  with  his  old  Comp: 
who  by  Degrees  led  him  into  greater  Villanie; 
any  he  had  until  that  time  been  concerned  ir 
at  last  falling  under  the  Direction  of  Bum 
he  was  with  the  Rest  drawn  into  the  Murder  o: 
After  this    he    followed    Blcwit's  Advice,   an 
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was  convicted  and  ordered  for  TransfKirtarioru 
ever,  by  some  Means  or  either,  he  jjot  am-ay 
the  Ship,  and  returned  quickly  to  his  old  Em- 
nent  in  whidi  he  had  not  continued  long,  before 
^  into  the  Acquaintance  of  Bwrmi^orth.  it  broug^ht 
first  to  the  Commission  of  a  cruel  Murder,  and 
that,  with  gjeat  Justice,  to  suffer  an  igno- 
)us  Death.  Having  been  thus  particular  as  to 
jrcumstances  of  each  Malefactor,  let  us  reuim 
e  Thread  of  our  Story,  and  observe  to  what 
wicked  Designs  and  lawless  Courses  brought 
at  last 

ter  they  were  all  three  secured  and  safe  cv^ntined 

otttrdam,  the  Rcsulcnt  desjxitched  an  Aca^unt 

of  to  England,  whereupon  he  recoivetl  Dirtxr- 

for  apph-ing  to  the  SLiUs-Gcncral  for  Leave  to 

them  back.     This  was  readily  grantee!,  and  six 

iers  were  ordered   to   attend   them   on  IxxirI, 

!es  the  Messengers  who  were  sent  to  fetch  thoin* 

.  Samuel  Taylor,  in  the  Diliglft  Skx^p,  bnnight 

safe  to  the  Xort\  where  thev  were  nu^t  bv  two 

'  Messengers,  who  assisted.!  in  taking  Chargt*  ol 

up  the  Riven    In  the  Midst  of  all  the  Miscrirs 

suffered,  and  the  Cortaintv  thev  had  of  Immiii: 

led  to  suffer  much  more  as  six>n  as  thevcamr  «»n 

e,  they  behaved  themselves  with   the  gnsiti^sl 

y  imaginable,  were  full  of  Jests,  anil  shrnvrd  an 

1   Pleasantness   as   if   their   Circumstancrn    bad 

the  most  happy.     Observing  a  /Vrn  ,0'".C  v'  ry 

on  the  Water,  and  that  the  IVopIi-  in  i)m    M'Mt 

ned  them  with   great  Care,  th^*)'  tr*at«  d    tin  im 

the  most  opprobriosu  Languayr,  and  impM«k-Mt)) 

d  the  Lietitfnani  toc<»m»'  and  prc*^'^  Xhf-m  tor  l}*' 

ice.     On  ihcir  Arrival  at  the  Tirnrr  |H^^'  ^fif 


through  a  continued  Lane  of  Spectators,  who 
loud  Huzzas  proclaimed  their  Joy  at  seein 
ejq^rejjious  \''illains  in  the  Hands  of  Justice ;  f 
like  jopiathan  Wild,  were  so  wicked  as  to  1 
Compassion  of  the  Mob. 

On  their  Arrival  at  Xcwgate  the  Keepers  ex 
a  ver\'  great  Satisfaction,  and  having  put  d 
each  a  pair  of  the  heaviest  Irons  in  the  d 
taken  such  other  Precautions  as  they  though 
sarj-  for  securing  them ;  they  next  did  th< 
Honour  of  conducting  them  up  Stairs  to  d 
Friend  Edward  Bur nzi^orth,  who  congratulate 
on  their  safe  Arrival.  Thev  condoled  with 
his  Confinement,  took  their  Places  near  him,  s 
the  Convenience  of  the  same  ApartmenL 
were  all  shackled  in  the  like  Manner.  They 
appear  to  show  the  least  Sign  of  CofUrition 
morse  for  what  they  had  done  ;  on  the  Contrs 
spent  their  Time  with  all  the  Indifference  ima 
Great  Numbers  of  People  had  the  Curiositj* 
to  Xcicgate  to  see  them,  and  Blewit  upon  a 


r\ 


KinVAKP    BlKWVORTH.   J    /k.^^:-; 


■  s 


Heine  exhorU'vl  to  apply  tho  litilc  TinK-  ih»y  h.i  :  i.' 
live  in  pre|»ariny  themselves  Ur  an«':!xr  W-r.-i. 
/>\v *-//:..•:'''//;  replied.  //' //ivr  //./«/  :/v'.  /■;..;;;..'.'.  v  ; 
t'::n<'  J/  a  /:it:irt'  SLitt\  it  z.js  :V.;..'*.'yy;  .V  ;v  :!r;- 
C.  ':S:t:j.fi  :  s,^  /u.niv  /\'rs.y:s  js  :.v;v  ..\r ■.;/;:•?  :  .  •: 
t.'  irVij  ifwm  in  tf'wir f^p'tStnf  Ci'\':tf::s*.:'::t<  ••;.:■;  v.  ;'' 
tiiwrl  t7//v  ^Vi»t/  /VhKiC':^y.  Hut  tiuir  Mi:'..:<  U'Tc* 
totiilly  t^iken  up  with  consultin;^  the  nif-t  likr.-'y  M^.i:'.-- 
to  niwike  their  Hscape.  and  extricate  thurv.-' ".vr  •-  :': -^r:! 
the  Bolts  and  Shackles  with  which  tiiev  Wf-n-  c'.-^^^  vi 
and  encumbered  :  and  indeed  all  their  Acii^^i'^  -*!>  u  ••  i 
their  Thou^'hts  were  bent  onlv  on  F.n'ar 'riv.?  ■•.:.  .rvi 
that  thev  were  aItO'j:ether  unmindfi:!  of  Pra:!'..  :■  .i: 
least  Careless  oi  the  futire  Con^icr.iciTCfi  :!v  :••■;'. 

ft 

On  U't-./fuSi/jw  the    ;oth  of  J/r--.;.    :"*:\   /•■.■■ 
z^\'r:,:,  /y.t'ZL-:/.  hzrrw  iKvW'.s.n.  /..V:V.   a;M   /.'W- 
Were  ail  put  :nt.>  a  \Vai^i;:^on.  iianvlcurud.  a:i'.:  cM**.    •. 
and  carried  to  AV/Vvv/.^-v.  under  a  i  iiiarvl  .-f  O.'    1  ^  :'>■ 
ot  /K\\\'fis  Horse.      At  their  corviin^^  iv.:t  i'?'  A    :.  ^  *. 
tliev  were  verv  merrv.  char^::!!  ■    t'le  i.'iv:a:\:   :.»  :.;>  • 
care  that  no  Misfortune  ha{>[K^ned  to  i\\r-\\,  a:\>\  im"'.  »i 
up-on    the    numerous   Crowd   oi    SivcMio:--.  Is'i''.   .it 
their  ^rettin^:   into  the   \Va^\:\'n,  anvl  aftv:  ua-*! .  .i- 
they  passed  aloni^  the   Road,  t^^  n;';o\\    i\\-   Kr.;\-.t 
chey  lx>re  them  by   HallvMn^,  anvi  io   pa\  i>.i  "m    {'w 
iTompIiments  due  to  i.UM\tie:iu'n  K>f  ihv:r  Tiv^rv  >-.!*'n. 
md   called  for   several    loonies   o\   Wine,    lii.it    i!ix\ 
-nii:^ht  drink  to  their  ;4ood  |oi::-:u'\.      A^  t:u\  [ms«.^v1 
ilonjf  the    Roavl   thev  eiuiea\i^;'.rc\l    to  Nii.nx    tI^■!M 
selves  verv  merrv  aiul    pleasant    b\"   ti:rir   iav\  i  oii^ 

«  «  4 

[discourse  to  the  Spectator^,  auvl  iVev[iu'iu!\"  tinew 
N[onev  amonv-^t  tiie  rcvv^t^'  ^vho  lollowed  them. 
.iivertin^'-  themselves  with  seein^:  the  otliers  strive  for 
t  :  and  particularly  />\'t\\;/  having  thrown  out  ^ome 


the  Charge  of  Engravings  and  bid  Mint  6e  as 
his  Words  which  the  Boy  promised  he  wamUL 
On  the  31st  of  March,  the  Assizes  were 

>.  together  with  the  Commission  of  Oyer  and  j 

and  Gaol  Delivery  for  the  Count}-  of  Surrc 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  R 
and  Mr.  Justice  Denton.     The  Gratid  Jur 
found  Indictments  against  the  Prisoners,  tl: 
severally  arraigned   thereupon,  when  five 
pleaded  Not  Guilty;  but  Burftworth  absol 
fused  to  plead  at  all ;  upon  which  after  being 
by  the  Judge,  not  to  force   the   Court   u| 
Rigour  which  they  were  unwilling  at  any 
Practice,  and  he  still  continuing  obstinate,  his  ' 
as  is  usual  in  such  Cases,  were  tied  and  strai 
a  Packthread.     This  having  no  Effect  upon 
Sentence  of  the  Press,  or  as  it  is  staled  in 
the  Pain,  Fort,  and  Dure,  was  read  to  him 
Words  :   You  shall  go  to  the  Place  from  wh 
came,  and  there  being  stripped  staked,  and 
upon  your  Back  on  tlie  Floor,  unth  a  Napk 


•%  r-  t  It      M       t  '  I  Tx    •  ^r 
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IVii/er  ;  the  second  Day  turo  Morsek.  afiJ  the  same 
Water.  iJith  an  Imreasc  of  Weight ^  and  so  to  the 
third  Day  until  you  expire. 

This  Sentence  thus  passed  upon  him.  and  he  still 
continuing  contumacious,  he  was  carried  down  to  the 
Stock'Housey  and  the  Press  laid  upon  him.  He  con- 
tinued for  the  Space  of  one  Hour  and  three  Minutes 
under  the  Weight  of  three  Hundred  three  Quarters 
and  tAVo  Pounds.  Whilst  he  continuetl  under  the 
Press,  he  endeavoured  to  beat  out  his  Brains  against 
the  Floor ;  during  which  Time  the  Hii;^h-She9'iJF 
himself  was  present,  and  frequently  exhorted  him  to 
plead  to  the  Indictment,  which  at  last  he  consented 
to  do.  And  being  brought  up  to  the  Court,  after  a 
Trial  which  lasted  from  Eight  in  the  Morning  until 
One  in  the  Afternoon,  on  the  First  Day  of  April, 
they  were  all  six  found  Guilty  of  the  Indictment,  and 
being  remanded  back  to  the  Stock-House^  were  all 
chained  and  stapled  down  to  the  Floor.  Whilst 
they  were  under  Conviction  the  Terrors  of  Death 
did  not  make  any  Impression  upon  them ;  they 
diverted  themselves  with  repeating  Jests  and  Stories 
of  various  Natures,  particularly  of  the  Manner  of 
their  Escapes  before  out  of  the  Hands  of  justice, 
and  the  Robberies  and  Offences  they  had  committed. 
And  it  being  proposed  for  the  Satisfaction  of  the 
World  for  them  to  leave  the  Particulars  of  the  several 
Robberies  by  them  committed,  /iurnxcorth  replied, 
i/iat  were  he  to  x^'rite  all  the  Rodderies  6v  him  com- 
mitted,  a  hundred  Sheets  of  Paper,  zcrote  as  close  as 
could  be,  tcould  not  contain  them.  jVotzi^ithstandiui^ 
what  had  been  alleged  by  Higgs,  of  his  /orsahinjr  his 
Companions  in  the  Fielils,  it  appeared  by  other  Evi- 
dence, tluxt  lu/ollozced  his  Companions  to  B^lYs/fouse, 
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'  was  seen   hovering  about  the  Door  during  iJu. 
^jme  i/ie  Murder  was  committed  with  a  Pistol-^ 
}fand. 


Bdfl 

I  sSK^ 


,         ihi 
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As  for  Burnworth.  after  Conviction,  his  Bi 
as  ludicrous  as  ever ;  and  being,  as 
*ainter's  Son,  he  had  some  little  Notion  of  Design- 
ig,  and  therewith  diverted  himself  in  sketching  Ihbi 
own  Picture  in  several  Forms,  particularly  as  he  hy^ 
under  the  Press,  which  being  Engraved  in  drpper^- 
was  placed  as  the  Frontispiece  of  a  sixpenny  BooIl 
which  was  published  of  his  Life.  And  "  ~ 
i-eemed  to  fall  no  Way  short  of  him  in  that 
ti^mpt  of  Death,  which  with  the  Vulgar 
Resolution.  On  Monday,  die  4th  of  A 
were  brought  up  again  from  the  Stoch-ffi 
ceive  Sentence  of  Death.  Mr.  fustier  Den 
he  passed  it  upon  them,  made  a  very  pathetic 
in  which  he  represented  to  them  the  Neccs-sil 
was  of  punishing  Crimes  like  theirs  with 
exhorted  them  not  to  be  more  Cruel  to  ihei 
than  they  had  obliged  the  Law  to  Ix;  seven;  toi 
them,  by  squandering  away  the  small  Remaindtf 
their  Time,  and  thereby  adding  to  an  ignomii 
"nd  an  eternal  Punishment  hereafter.  When 
:nce  was  passed,  they  entreated  Leave  for 
Friends  to  visit  them  in  the  Prison,  which  was  grail 
them  by  the  Court,  but  with  a  strict  Injimclion  to 
Keeper  to  be  careful  over  them.  After  they  reti 
to  the  Prison,  they  bent  their  Thoughts 
making  tlieir  Escape,  and  to  that  Purpose 
to  their  Friends,  and  procured  proper  Ii 
the  Execution  of  it  Bnrnworths  M( 
S-veral   Files,  &c.,  alxiut 
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ird  to  ss.}\  t/mt  she  had  forgot  the  Opium.  It 
Mns  the  Scheme  was  to  murder  the  two  Persons 
lO  attended  them  in  the  Gaol,  together  with  Mr. 
Iwt,  the  Turnkey.  After  they  had  got  out  they 
ended  to  have  fired  a  Stack  of  Bavins  adjoining  to 
i  Prison,  and  thereby  amused  the  Inhabitants  while 
-y  S^^  clear  off.  Burftivortlis  Mother  was  confined 
this  Attempt  in  his  Favour,  and  some  lesser  Im- 
tments  that  were  sewed  up  in  the  Waistband  of 
^ir  Breeches  being  ripped  out,  all  hopes  of  Escape 
latsoever  were  now  taken  away.  Yet  Durnworth 
ected  to  keep  up  the  same  Spirit  with  which  he 
d  hitherto  behaved,  and  talked  in  a  Rhodomontade 
one  of  his  Guard  of  coming  in  the  Night  in  a 
rk  Entry  and  pulling  him  by  the  Nose,  if  he  did 
t  see  him  decendy  buried.  About  Ten  of  the 
3ck  on  Wedficsday  Morning,  they,  together  with 
e  BlaekburUy  who  was  condemned  for  robbing  on 
i  Highway,  a  fellow  grossly  Ignorant  and  Stupid, 
re  carried  out  in  a  Cart  to  their  Execution,  being 
ended  by  a  Company  of  Foot  to  the  Gallozvs.  In 
tir  Passage  thither,  that  audacious  Carriage  in 
ich  they  had  so  long  persisted  totally  forsook  them, 
1  they  appeared  w*ith  all  that  Seriousness  and  De- 
lon,  which  might  be  looked  for  from  Persons  in 
tir  Condition.  Blcioit  perceiving  one  Mr.  War- 
k  among  the  Spectators,  desired  that  he  might 
p  to  speak  to  him,  which  being  granted,  he  threw 
iself  upon  his  Knees,  and  earnestly  entreated  his 
rdon,  for  having  once  attempted  his  Life,  by  pre- 
iting  a  Pistol  at  him,  upon  Suspicion  that  Mr. 
inuuk  knowing  what  his  Profession  was,  had  given 
Information  against  him.  When  at  the  Place  of 
ecution,  and  tied  up,  Blcwit  and  Dukctison  espe- 
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cially  prayed  with  great  Fervour,  and  with  a  becm 
Earnestness   exhorted  all  the  young   Persons 
saw  near  them  to  take  Warning  by  them,  and 
follow  such  Courses  as  might  in  Time  bring  the; 
so  terrible  an  End. 

Blcwit  acknowledged  that  for  sixteen  Years 
past  he  had  lived  by  stealing  and  pilfering  only, 
had  given  all  the  Clothes  he  had  to  his  Mother 
being  informed  that  he  was  to  be  hung  in  Chain 
desired  his  Mother  might  return  them  to  preven 
being  put  up  in  his  Shirt  He  then  desired 
Executioner  to  tie  him  up  so  that  he  might  b 
soon  out  of  Pain  as  possible ;  then  he  set  the  i 
tctttial  Psalm,  and  repeated  the  Words  of  it  to 
other  Criminals ;  then  they  all  kissed  one  ano 
and  after  some  private  Devotions  the  Cart  drew : 
and  they  were  turned  off.  Dukefison  died  very  1 
kicking  off  one  of  his  Shoes,  and  loosing  the  o 
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w.  to  the  Joy  of  all  honest  People,  placed  as  Spec- 
des  for  the  Warning  of  their  Companions  who 
iquent  the  Places  where  they  are  hung  in  Chains, 


he  Life  of  John  Gillixgham,  a  Higkioayman  and 

Footpad,  &c. 

mRES  want  of  Education  hath  brought  many 
OSk  II  who  might  otherwise  have  done  very  well 
in  the  World  to  a  miserable  End,  so  the 
best  Education  and  Instructions  are  often 
no  effect  to  stubborn  and  corrupt  Minds.  This 
LS  the  Case  of  yohn  Giiiingham,  of  whom  we  are 
w  to  give  an  Account  He  had  been  brought  up 
JVestminsUr  Schooiy  but  all  he  acquired  there  was 
ly  a  Smattering  of  Learning,  and  a  great  Deal  of 
If-conceit,  fanc)ing  Labour  was  below  him,  and 
it  he  ought  to  Live  the  Life  of  a  Gendeman.  He 
^ociated  himself  with  such  Companions  as  pre- 
ided  to  teach  him  this  Art  of  easily  attaining 
oney.  He  ^^as  a  Person  verj'  inclinable  to  follow 
ch  Advices,  and  therefore  readily  came  into  these 
oposals  as  soon  as  they  were  made.  Amongst  the 
it  of  his  Acquaintance  he  became  very  intimate 
th  Burnworth y  and  made  one  of  the  Number  in 
acking  the  Chair- of  the  Earl  of  Harborough^  near 
.  yam€ss  Church,  and  was  the  Person  who  shot 
*  Chairman  in  the  Shoulder,  As  he  was  a  young 
an  of  a  good  Deal  of  Spirit,  so  he  committed 
bundance  of  Facts  in  a  very  short  Space ;  but  the 
lefatigable  Industry  whidi  die  Ofiun  of  ^mstiu 
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exerted  in  apprehending  Frazier's  despeme  G 
soon  brought  him  to  the  miserable  End  coascq> 
from  such  wicked  Courses.  He  iras  indicted 
a.s!taul[in;f  Robert  Slurly,  Esq.,  upon  the  H^^tr 
and  taking  from  him  a  IVaUh  value  £zri.  H* 
a  s<^xond  lime  Indicted  for  assaulting  yohn  au  i 
mini,  a  Footman,  and  taking  from  him  a  -S. 
// 'aic/t.  a  Snuff  Box.  and  Fize  Guituas  in  M; 
Ix>th  of  which  Facts  he  Steadily  denied  after  hii  ( 
viction.  But  for  the  third  Crime  he  was  cor.'.-> 
viz,,  the  sending  a  Letter  to  extort  Money  ! 
Simon  Smith,  Esq.,  which  follows  in  these  Word 


Mr.  SMiTit, 

/  deiire  you  to  send  me  Twentj"  Guineas  ^i 
Biarer,  -wit/tout  letting  him  kno^'  ti:hat  it  £■  /:r 


■  X  • 


t  . 


aughing  and  sci-fr.rjj  ii  Lifr  i.::.r::i:.~.r-c   ^'i  ^""i 

aying  to  one  of  his  C  :cr  ri^rJ  rir.  ii-  ir.t  AVi-rv  v.  -r: 

do\%*n  Stairs  before  ihen  ]e:   -:5  kr-:c!<   r  r^.   Ji-Vi—. 

and   take   his   Kevs   frirri   h-n.       If   :re    !tj:J>   :." 

Heaven,  and  the  other  to  Hi\i  vt  sh^'  a:  >.%>:  hjLvo 

a  Chance  to  iret  the  kich^     Ye:  -wher.  De.\:h  wiih 

all  its  Horror  stared  hini   in  the  Fac^^..  he  bcj^a::  to 

Relent  in  his   Behiaviojr,  and  to  ackr.ow.e\io"*  the 

justness  of  that  Sentence  which  had  ccV':::ed  hiri  to 

death.     At  the   Place  of  Execi:ti. n  he  j"ra\evi  ^v:th 

great  Earnestness,  confessed  he  had  Ix^en  a  c^ievous 

Sinner,  and  seemed  in  great  Confusion  in   liis  last 

Moments.     He  was  about  nventv-two  Years  oi  A^o 

H'hen  he  died,  which  was  on  the  oth  of  Mj}\  \  7:(\ 

at  Tyburn, 


T/ic  Li/c  of  ]  ons  Cottkrki,  *;   //;.vA  oH'. 

HE  Miseries  of  Life  are  so  many*  so  iloop, 
so  sudden,  and  so  irretriovablo,  thai  wlu  n 
we  consider  them  altentivoK\  ihov  iniv:l>t  \o 
inspire  us  with  the  jjroalost  SulMuission 
towards  that  ProviWenu*  which  diivcts  us.  and  till  us 
with  humble  Sentiments  of  our  own  (.apiuilirs. 
which  are  so  weak  and  incapable  to  pri>l<!ct  us  iVom 
any  of  those  Evils  to  which  from  the  \'icissiiudc»s  of 
Life  we  are  continually  exposed.  yoAn  Cottvfr/^ 
the  Subject  of  this  Part  of  our  Work,  was  a  Person 
descended  of  honest  and  industrious  Parents,  who 
were  exceedingly  careful  in  bringing  him  up  as  far 
as  they  were  able,  in  such  a  Manner  as  might  enable 
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had  been  five  Yeare  at  Sea,  bis  Credit  was 
both  as  to  his  bein^  an  able  Sailor  and  : 

Man.  that  his  Friends  ic-sr.i  it  no  .creat  D: 
get  him  a  .Ship,  and  after  that  another.  T 
commanded  was  of  the  Burthen  of  2G0  1 
in  this  hes-jstained  great  Losses  himself,  ar 
sti'.!.  in  supporting  his  eldest  Son.  who  des 
same  \Va}\  and  with  a  X'essel  of  his  o^t.,  t 
a  Trade  between  England  and  Hetland. 
throu;;h  the^e  Misfortunes  into  Circumstanc 
row,  that  he  lay  two  Years  and  a-haJf  in  .\' 
Debt.  lieing  dischar;::ed  by  the  Act  oi  J 
and  having  not  wherewith  to  sustain  h::r.5e'.: 
one  Night  into  a  little  Chandler's  Sh;>p. 
csed  now  and  then  to  get  a  halfpenny  w-jr 
destructive  Liquor  Gin,  and  there  took  a 
two  Po*.:nds  of  Butter,  and  a  Pound  ol  Pe: 
but  before  he  ;^ot  out  of  the  Shop  he  was  ; 
ded.  and  at  the  ne.vt  Sessions  was  found 
the   I-'acL      While   under  Sentence  of   E 
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him,  so  that  with   much  Resignation  he  finished 
Days,  with  the  other  Malefactors  at    Tyburn^  in 
52nd  Year  of  his  Age,  on  the  9th  Day  of  May, 
>6. 


End  ok  Vol.   1. 
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